




 

IS TIME A LUXURY? 
 

ast issue, I asked whether beauty was a luxury, dependent upon social status.  That got me wondering about 
another “luxury” that we so often feel the lack of: time. That’s particularly relevant in the context of a magazine 
that talks about all the wonderful things you might be creating—if you only had more time! 

 Certainly the myriad of arts, crafts and needlework articles that appeared in Victorian magazines were targeted 
primarily toward the middle class—a class more likely to have more leisure, as well as the funds to purchase project 
materials.  This class also tended to have some “help.”  So it’s easy to suppose that Victorian ladies had “time” to 
take on all these craft projects because, hey, they had servants to handle all the work around the house, right? 
 Today, however, I suspect we have just as many “servants” as a Victorian family might; the primary difference 
is that they are generally propelled by electricity.  We have washing machines, dishwashers, vacuum cleaners, stoves 
that don’t require wood or coal (or one’s constant presence to ensure that they are not only kept fueled but maintained 
at the correct temperature), etc.  We have hot and cold running water, heat that also doesn’t require constant refueling, 
and, today, the ability to have nearly anything we desire delivered to our door.  So Victorians didn’t really have much 
“edge” on us, time-wise, when it came to the servant issue. 
 Instead, imagine a Victorian evening for a moment… Imagine, for starters, no television—no “video” in any form 
whatsoever.  No radio, no iPod, no music at all unless you can make it for yourself.  No computer, no Internet, no 
computer games.  No phone, no cell phone, no texting, no ability to chat with friends who aren’t actually in the same 
room with you.  I’d go on, but I suspect you get the picture—or the lack thereof! 
 The Victorian era was one in which one literally had to make one’s own fun—and one of the best ways to do that 
is to make something.  It was also an era in which idleness, or the perception of idleness, was frowned upon.  A 
young lady with time on her hands was expected to use that time for something useful, and craft and needlework 
projects fit that bill perfectly. 
 This concern about idleness led to quite a bit of criticism of a form of entertainment that, today, we’d do just 
about anything to get our kids involved in: reading.  While the British novel originated, more or less, in the late 18th 
century, it was the 19th century that brought about mass-produced novels by the hundreds, available to entertain not 
just a wealthy few but just about everyone. Perhaps some of the reaction to novels was, indeed, a bit of snobbery—
books for “everyman” could hardly be as worthwhile as books enjoyed by an elite few! 
 Whatever the reason, many Victorians regarded novels as wasters of time and rotters of intellect.  Young women 
who lounged about reading novels risked frittering away their lives and turning into useless creatures. In fact, the 
condemnation of novels in the Victorian era sounds very similar to criticisms launched about every form of passive 
entertainment that has arisen since, including radio, movies, television, and just about anything to do with cell phones. 
It’s a bit ironic that the seeds of such passive entertainment were, in fact, sewn in the Victorian era! 
 One thing, however, remains the same, then and now: while we can’t create time, we can make, time.  And once 
we do, we can choose what to make with that time.  Hopefully this magazine offers a few ideas on that score! 

—Moira Allen 
 editors@victorianvoices.net 

L










































	23-01-TOC
	23-02-Aug12-Time
	23-03-FlowerDecs
	23-04-FlowerDecs
	23-05-TapestryPainting
	23-06-TapestryPainting
	23-07-TapestryPainting
	23-08-TapestryPainting
	23-09-Coffer
	23-10-Monograms
	23-11-Monograms
	23-12-Clip Art Promo Full Page
	23-13-Furnishings
	23-14-Furnishings
	23-15-Needlework
	23-16-Needlework
	23-17-Needlework
	23-18-Needlework
	23-19-Pattern
	23-20-Workbasket
	23-21-ColoringPage

