




 

OLD-FASHIONED GIRL 
 

ne of the things that always makes me smile when I read a Victorian article is when the author refers to 
something done in an earlier part of the Victorian era as “old-fashioned.”  Given that the Victorian era lasted 
quite a long time, one’s mother or even one’s grandmother could have been, technically, a Victorian—and 

still be regarded as terribly “old-fashioned” by a writer in the 1880’s or 1890’s.   
 From where I sit, looking back on the era from a comfortable distance of close to 150 years, it all looks “old-
fashioned.”  The writer who thinks her grandmother’s fashions or home décor were “old-fashioned” looks every bit 
as “old-timey” to me as the grandmother does.  I see little difference between them.   
 What is more difficult to remember is that when the articles that you find in these pages—or on the pages of 
VictorianVoices.net—were written, those writers thought of themselves, and the fashions or projects they were 
proposing, as absolutely the cutting edge of modernity.  That article on how to make a bookcase out of a packing 
box was considered the height of newness.  (And to be honest, I’ve made bookcases out of packing boxes myself.) 
Whether you’re reading an article written in 1850 or 1890, you can be sure that the author felt that he or she was 
living in the most modern world imaginable. 
 That’s a bit of a sobering thought for us today, for I’m sure most of us feel that we’re living in the truly modern 
world.  Victorians might have thought their world was modern, but, hey, look at us now.  (Actually, I often wonder 
what Victorians would think if they could look at us now, and whether they would feel that we’ve come as far as we 
think we have.) 
 We don’t have to go back to Victorian days, however, to realize just how fleeting it is to be “in fashion.”  
Remember bell-bottoms?  Hot pants?  Psychedelic colors and patterns?  Remember when the most amazing new 
camera on the market was the Polaroid, with its ability to create a really, really bad print right on the spot?  Most of 
the things I loved best growing up (and even as a grown-up) would be considered by young folks today to be 
hopelessly old-fashioned and antiquated.  (Possibly I would as well.  After all, despite the fact that I create an e-
magazine, I still prefer to read books printed on paper!) 
 Some fashions are a function of the society in which they have evolved.  Even though bell-bottoms have come 
around again more than once since they were first the “height” of fashion, I doubt we are ever going to return to the 
bustle and corset of the 1900’s.  It’s easy to forget that many fashions that look ridiculous today were often reactions 
to, and in some cases improvements over, fashions that were even more burdensome in earlier times.  (Not so sure 
about hot pants here...)  Once the reasons for those fashion changes have disappeared, so do the fashions themselves, 
never to return. 
 What remains is style.  A beautiful design remains a beautiful design, even if it was first produced in the 15th 
century, copied by a Victorian artist in the 19th, and reprinted by a mad computer scanner in the 21st.  Thus, I’m 
delighted to be able to bring you glimpses of some of the most absolutely new, cutting-edge, thoroughly modern, up-
to-the-minute Victoriana that I can find… and if it all looks just a bit old-fashioned, well, I’m proud to be an old-
fashioned girl.  Given my wonderful readers, I think I’m in good company! 
 

—Moira Allen 
 editors@victorianvoices.net 
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