




 

THE DIY SPIRIT 
 

his issue’s article, “New Lamps for Old,” puts me in mind of my college days.  It brings back memories of 
bookshelves made from boards and bricks, a TV stand fashioned from a wooden packing crate and draped 
with a lovely ethnic shawl, and an overall décor that can only be described as “garage sale modern.” 

 Back then, pennies were pinched as well as counted.  If you wanted an attractive dwelling—even a humble studio 
apartment—you had to rely more on your imagination and creativity than on your pocket-book.  It’s interesting, and 
inspiring, to see this same approach mirrored in a Victorian magazine. 
 But that was so very much the Victorian way.  Victorians loved to beautify their surroundings.  Sometimes they 
went a bit overboard; Victorian décor is noted for an excess of clutter in the way of knick-knacks, fringes and baubles.  
The general idea, however, was that one could make one’s surroundings attractive, even if one didn’t have a great 
deal of money to spend. 
 Victorians were also, it would seem, strong believers in the idea of not wasting things.  Repurposing and recycling 
were strong Victorian values.  Something as useful as a wooden packing crate shouldn’t be thrown away, when it 
could be made into a piece of useful furniture—and, with some paint or stenciling or the judicious use of fabric, a 
piece of attractive furniture.  In my files (and hopefully, eventually in these pages) there’s even an article on how to 
turn an old piano into a combination bookcase and writing desk.   
 I think perhaps this theme resonates with me because my family was expert in the art, not only of “making do,” 
but of “making do well.”  My grandfather would paint just about anything that wasn’t actually moving. My 
grandfather turned a rusted iron bedframe into a thing of beauty by giving it a coat of glassy black paint, and 
highlighting all the decorative bits with colorful enamels.  He crafted a desk for my sister out of an old flour bin, and 
another for me out of scrap pine boards.  (That desk now lives in my niece’s room, holding her computer—something 
none of us ever even dreamed of when it was made!)  My grandmother loved to make punched tin lanterns out of 
juice cans, but one of her crowning creations was a votive-light holder made from an iron wagon wheel hub.  She 
hung chains from the spokes, connecting them to (yep) black-painted canning jar lids, which were just the right size 
to hold votive light holders.  Every Christmas, this wheel delighted us with a blaze of flickering light! 
 I suspect that the steady proliferation of cheap “stuff” has caused many to turn away from the notion of “doing it 
oneself.”  Why spend hours converting a packing crate into a desk if one can get a cheap desk for $30 or so?  I also 
suspect that this proliferation has led to the culture of “throwing things out.”  If one spends hours or days turning an 
old crate into an elegantly stenciled cabinet, one isn’t going to be quick to toss it into the landfill.  But if one buys 
something cheap and unloved just to fill the space, it’s easy to toss it away again. 
 Victorians loved to do more than just “make do”—they loved to take old things and make them new again.  I can’t 
help but hope that many of our readers share that passion, and the creativity that makes it a reality. 
 After all… making old things new again… isn’t that what we’re doing here with Victorian Creative? 
 

—Moira Allen 
 editors@victorianvoices.net 

T










































	13-01-TOC
	13-02-Editorial-DIY
	13-03-ShellFlowers
	13-04-ShellFlowers
	13-05-ShellFlowers
	13-06
	13-07-Design
	13-08-Design
	13-09-Design
	13-10-Broche
	13-11-Broche
	13-12-Lamps
	13-13-Lamps
	13-14-Lamps
	13-15-LaceApplique
	13-16-LaceApplique
	13-17-GlassEmbossing
	13-18-GlassEmbossing
	13-19-Pattern
	13-20-FancyWork
	13-21-ColoringPage
	Embroidery ad

