




 
 

elcome to the first issue of Victorian Creative!  If you’re reading this, I’m guessing we have a few things 
in common.  First, you’re creative.  Second, you love Victoriana.  And third—this is just a guess—but 
third, that feel of fall is in the air, and you’re starting to get that autumn itch to start some new projects! 

 All of which is to say that this magazine, then, is meant for you.  Every two weeks, it will bring you an eclectic 
mix of original Victorian articles on arts, crafts, and home décor.  You’ll find pieces on needlework, design, 
woodworking, metalworking, flower arrangements, seasonal ideas—and the occasional quirky tip, such as how to 
create models from fireplace cinders. 
 A quick virtual “stroll” through a marketplace like Etsy shows that Victorian themes, images and crafts are as 
“hot” today as, perhaps, when they were first envisioned, more than 100 years ago.  Such a stroll shows how much 
we still love the Victorians, or at least the elegant, magical designs they created. The Victorian era was the true 
dawn of the age of the “crafter”—a person with enough time to enjoy arts and crafts for their own sake, as a hobby 
rather than out of necessity or for business or trade.  Today, this magazine salutes those crafters, bringing their 
ideas, techniques and inspirations to today’s artists and designers to keep that creativity flowing. 
 And, frankly, I think we need these ideas and inspirations more than ever.  With so many thousands of people 
walking through the world with their eyes fixed firmly on their phones, it seems to me that finding ways to reconnect 
with beautiful things, and to express our creativity through the work of our hands, is one vital way to hold on to our 
sanity.  It’s a way of reaffirming that craftsmanship still matters, and that creating things of beauty is still a very 
real way to make the world a better place.   
 But it’s also about having fun.  That, by the way, is the reason for my over-the-top image above. I spent quite 
some time combing my collection of “banners” for the perfect image that would sum up the whole idea of Victorian 
Creative, and finally decided to just have fun with it.  (Look for more “just having fun” banners in the months 
ahead!) I’m having loads of fun putting this magazine together, and I hope you’ll have loads of fun reading it and 
finding ways to apply some of these time-honored ideas to your own creative endeavors. 
 Eventually, I hope to add articles by you, today’s Victorian-inspired artists and crafters.  Check our website at 
victorianvoices.net/creative for our writer’s guidelines, incredibly low ad rates, and the sign-up form for our 
newsletter.  (The newsletter is important.  The magazine is too large a file to e-mail directly, so we post it online 
and on Dropbox, and let you know via the newsletter when each issue comes out.  So if you haven’t done so already, 
please be sure to sign up so that you don’t miss an issue!) 
 And now, enjoy our first issue! 
 

—Moira Allen 
editors@victorianvoices.net 
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