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A Word About Good Housekeeping 
ne of the motivating events that got me started on the notion of reviving Victorian Times was coming 
across a trove of Victorian Good Housekeeping magazines on the Internet Archive.  I’d gone hunting 
for a poem I’d come across from that magazine, and realized that there was a wealth of material there 

that would be perfect for Victorian Times.  And so… in the issues to come, you’re going to see a number of 
pieces from that magazine. 
 At the same time… I apologize.  Generally, I prefer to use material I’ve scanned myself from the original 
periodical.  With the exception of a few pieces from The Strand, I generally don’t use (or post) material already 
available on the Internet Archive.  I even went hunting online to see if I could get some original issues of Good 
Housekeeping, and none were to be found.  So… these articles won’t always look quite as good as most of the 
material, as the scans aren’t always the best.   
 Good Housekeeping has been a bit of an eye-opener. I’ve gotten used to Victorian periodicals that are 
remarkably progressive with respect to women’s issues – and American publications are often more advanced 
in this regard than British magazines.  Good Housekeeping isn’t one of them! 
 Instead, it was a magazine that took its name very, very seriously.  Good Housekeeping was clearly the one 
and only role to which women could and should aspire.  Its pages are filled with endless articles on how to 
clean, cook, and generally make life comfy for one’s men-folks and children.  While it has quite a bit of good 
poetry, it also has loads of poems along the lines of how an educated woman could do this, and that, and the 
other… but she couldn’t bake a pie!  Its fiction, which I will spare you, follows the same theme. 
 The magazine flirted briefly (from 1899 to 1890) with a column titled “Women’s Work and Wages,” which 
looked at what women were doing in the business world, and ways to earn an income.  In 1899 a brief article 
listed women editors in the publishing world, and another listing women inventors.  That column then vanished, 
and there was no more mention of earning a living, women’s exchanges, or what women were doing in the 
world beyond the kitchen.  The message that what a woman needed to be was a “good housekeeper” continued 
on, unchallenged. 
 Good Housekeeping was founded in 1885 by Clark W. Bryan (whose poetry is prominently featured in its 
pages).  By the late 1890’s, it had begun to relay heavily on material reprinted from other publications—
something like the Reader’s Digest of its day.  In 1909, the company developed the famous “Good 
Housekeeping Seal,” a much-coveted rating for a variety of products.  In 1911, the magazine was bought by the 
Hearst Corporation. 
 And, oddly enough, of all the magazines that I’ve posted to VictorianVoices.net or used in Victorian Times, 
Good Housekeeping is one of the “survivors.”  Nearly all the rest have long since passed from the scene.  The 
Girl’s Own Paper survived into the 1960’s, and The Strand was reborn a few years ago—but Good 
Housekeeping has lived on and is still a major magazine today.  So perhaps there is something to be said for the 
value of cooking, cleaning, and the ability to bake pies. 
 I’m just not planning to be the one to say it!  

—Moira Allen, Editor 
editors@victorianvoices.net 
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