




Happy Holidays and Farewell 
 

lert readers may have noticed, as they review our online index pages for Victorian Times, that 
there are no entries past December 2019.  That is because, I regret to say, this magazine is coming 
to an end.  I’ve known this for quite a few months—but facing the final issue is no less sad for me 

just because “I saw it coming.” 
 There are two reasons for bringing it to a close.  The first is quite simple and practical: I am out of 
material.  While I have over 12,000 Victorian articles on the VictorianVoices.net website, the vast 
majority of these are not suitable, for one reason or another, for this magazine.  Many are too long.  
Many are not appropriate.  Many are just plain dull. This magazine began with a heavy emphasis on 
articles from The Girl’s Own Paper, with a scattering of pieces from The Strand.  A few months later, I 
discovered Cassell’s Family Magazine, and eventually acquired the entire series.  Finally, however, I 
made the decision to stop acquiring new magazines, as the collection (did I mention 12,000 articles?) 
was really getting out of hand! 
 I had original anticipated relaunching VictorianVoices.net within a few months (or at most, a year) 
after launching Victorian Times.  Life, however, kept getting in the way, and instead of relaunching at 
the beginning of the magazine’s run, the website has relaunched pretty near the end.  But at least it has 
relaunched, and I hope will continue to provide you with useful Victorian information for years to 
come. 
 The second reason is more personal.  I call myself a “writer”—but for years, I have been doing just 
about everything  except write.  Not so very long ago, as I was working on one of these issues, I found 
myself staring at the screen and asking myself how much longer I was going to spend my days using 
Photoshop to erase specks and smudges from Victorian articles.  (There’s a reason why the articles in 
this magazine look so good...)  How much more time was I going to spend on the scanner instead of the 
keyboard?  How much more time writing HTML than... writing? 
 And so, as the summer of 2019 began to draw to a close, I got back to that keyboard.  I am happy to 
report that I am well along with a young-adult novel, set in Mendocino County, California, in the 
1970’s.  (The fact that I spent quite a lot of time in Mendocino County in the 1970’s is, of course, 
irrelevant...)  I am jotting notes for a future travel memoir, based on the summers when my 
grandmother would load up the car with about a ton of camping equipment, pile us girls and two dogs 
on top of the load, and take off for the Idaho wilderness for a month or more at a time.  I’m also 
working on a devotional for “people who work.”  And I’m both scared to death and having the time of 
my life. 
 In other words, I am moving on, to new projects and new challenges.  At the same time, thanks to 
Victorian Times and VictorianVoices.net, I’ve truly fallen in love with the Victorian period—so I think 
there’s a pretty good chance that eventually, “moving on” will bring me back.  I don’t know what form 
that new phase may take, but I’m sure I won’t be leaving the Victorians behind forever. 
 I hope I am not leaving all of you, my dear readers, behind either.  I hope that you’ll stay in touch, 
and most of all, that you’ll stay excited about all things Victorian.  (I hope, also, that you’ll keep an eye 
on my new writing ventures!)  It has been a wonderful journey, and I’ve been honored to share it with 
all of you.   
 So for now, let me leave you with best wishes for a happy holiday and a wonderful new year!  May 
you, too, find goals and dreams that challenge and excite you, and may all those dreams come true. 
 
 
 

—Moira Allen, Editor 
editors@victorianvoices.net 
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