




This Editorial Brought to You By... 
 

hen writing these editorials, I often search for some aspect of Victorian society for which I have reason to 
be thankful today.  And today it occurred to me that I could thank the Victorians for the very fact that I’m 
writing an “editorial” in the first place! The very concept of an “editorial”—a place where someone feels 

authorized to speak his or her mind, in print, to be read by anyone and everyone, is surely Victorian.  It combines 
two key Victorian innovations: the idea that anyone can express an opinion, and the “mass media” in which to 
express it. 
 As I mentioned in my January 2019 editorial, the Victorian era brought about two remarkable changes that 
have profoundly influenced our own world.  The first was compulsory education, meaning that for the first time in 
history, nearly everyone, regardless of class or socioeconomic status, could learn to read.  In the past, reading and 
writing had been reserved for nobles, clerics and scribes—and quite often the nobles couldn’t be bothered.  Now, 
the same  morning newspaper might be read by a nobleman and his gardener (though probably not at the same 
table), which each reader no doubt forming his own distinct opinions of the issues of the day.  The second 
innovation, of course, was the printing technologies that enabled that noble and his gardener to receive a morning 
paper in the first place—or subscribe to a magazine, or buy an inexpensive novel. 
 I wonder if the Victorians who came up with the idea of compulsory education realized that teaching “anyone 
and everyone” to read would also mean that, by extension, they could write.  Victorian magazines and newspapers 
are filled with articles written, not by the upper classes, but by “Everywriter.”  Not only were the noble and the 
gardener likely to be reading the same paper, it was not out of the question for the noble to find, in that paper, an 
article written by his gardener. 
 To get an idea of what this must have been like for the average Victorian, think about the explosion of the 
Internet in our own society.  The Internet provided a venue for thousands upon thousands of “ordinary” people 
who suddenly discovered that they, too, could be “heard.”  All they had to do was launch a web site (in the “old” 
days of the Web), or a blog—or, more recently, to simply hop on to a favorite social media platform.  Then, as 
now, everyone had an opinion and wanted to share it! 
 A great deal of Victorian writing is, indeed, a matter of opinion.  Fashion articles express opinions on what 
one should or shouldn’t wear.  Etiquette articles don’t simply say “do this, don’t do that;” they offer a 
commentary on the ever-changing “rules” of society.  Political articles are... well, political articles. And, of 
course, we have whole sections on VictorianVoices.net dedicated to opinions about the shocking changes 
occurring in the lives and habits of Victorian women, from getting jobs and higher degrees to riding bicycles! 
 What makes Victorians so endearingly similar to ourselves is their willingness to express their opinions, 
positive and negative, about their own world.  While it’s quite fashionable today to poke fingers at the Victorians 
and point out how bad they were for this reason or that, it’s important to realize that the Victorians poked fingers 
at themselves.  They knew their world wasn’t perfect.  They knew their society had flaws.  And Victorian society 
was perhaps the first in history that made it not only possible, but acceptable and approved, to speak out about 
those imperfections and flaws—and to try to do something about them. 
 A good example in this issue is Charlotte O’Conor Eccles’ article, “The Disadvantages of Civilisation.”  I’ll 
leave you to discover what she considers to be wrong with Western society.  How she best makes my point, 
however, is not by what she says, but who she is: an Irish journalist working in London.  As far as Victorian 
society is concerned, she has two strikes against her: She is Irish and she’s a woman.  And yet, she has a voice. 
 She is one of thousands.  The Victorian world brought about something truly remarkable, something that has 
resonated with Western society ever since.  It brought about a world in which the ordinary person could speak out, 
and by doing so, cause extraordinary things to happen.   
 Today, we still live in such a world.  But we didn’t create it.  We inherited it, and if we handle it correctly, it’s 
a world that we will be able to pass on to our children and our grandchildren.  It’s still a world where ordinary 
people can accomplish extraordinary things.  So let’s not be too hard on the Victorians for all the things that they 
did wrong.  Let’s remember that they started the notion that anyone can be a part of putting things right! 
 
  

—Moira Allen, Editor 
editors@victorianvoices.net 

 

W 














































































































	VT-1907-July
	01-TOC
	02-Editorial
	03-AnimalFriends
	04-AnimalFriends
	05-AnimalFriends
	06-AnimalFriends
	07-AnimalFriends
	08-AnimalFriends
	09-AnimalFriends
	10-HerbGarden
	11-London
	12-London
	13-London
	14-London
	15-London
	16-London
	17-GoodBreeding
	18-GoodBreeding
	19-Figureheads
	20-Figureheads
	21-Figureheads
	22-Figureheads
	23-Figureheads
	24-Figureheads
	25-Roman
	26-Roman
	27-Roman
	28-Law
	29-NatureNotes
	30-NatureNotes
	31-NatureNotes
	32-NatureNotes
	33-Ices
	34-Ices
	35-Ices
	36-Cabinet
	37-Civilization
	38-Civilization
	39-Civilization
	40-Civilization
	41-Civilization
	42-Homes
	43-Homes
	44-Homes
	45-Homes
	46-Birds
	47-Birds
	48-Birds
	49-Birds
	50-Embossing
	51-Embossing
	52-Embossing
	53-Embossing
	54-SewingMachine
	55-SewingMachine
	56-July

