




New Year’s Resolutions 
 

 confess, I’m a sucker for New Year’s resolutions.  Every year I remind myself that it’s silly and pointless—
that making a “resolution” surely doesn’t make me any more likely to actually accomplish a particular goal.  
But somehow, that act of “resolving” is like making a promise to oneself, a promise that is more serious than 

just thinking, at ordinary times of the year, “I really ought to do that...”  Resolutions help me define my goals for 
the coming year, and defining a goal is, if not half the battle, at least a very large step toward achieving it. 
 Last year, I made the resolution that 2014 would be the year that “Mostly-Victorian.com”* got off the ground.  
I had actually launched the site several years ago, with the full intention of building it up, but for a variety of 
reasons, that just never happened.  In 2014, I resolved that it was “now or never.”  If it didn’t happen in 2014, I 
might have to face the fact that it wouldn’t happen at all. 
 And lo and behold—it happened!  The website now boasts more than 2000 articles on a wide range of topics.  
While there are other sites where one can download (or at least access) full copies of a variety of Victorian 
periodicals, Mostly-Victorian.com is the only site that I know of where one can access such an array of articles by 
topic.  It is also the only site that pulls together all the parts of serialized articles—which were a staple of the 
Victorian magazine—so that you can read one all at once without having to sort through 600 or more pages.  The 
site itself got a bit of a facelift as well. 
 I’m not quite sure when, in 2014, I conceived the notion of launching Victorian Times.  It probably wasn’t in 
January.  What I recall is the image of the magazine appearing full-blown in my mind, and thinking, “Hey, I could 
do that!”  In July, Victorian Times made its official debut, and next month, I’ll be issuing the first “bound 
collection” volume containing the first six issues. 
 At rather the last minute—sometime in late October—I suddenly decided that this was the year I’d finally 
produce the volume of Victorian Christmas articles I’d been wanting to bring together for several years.  Much of 
that decision is thanks to Victorian Times: in producing the magazine, I discovered several time-saving tips and 
tricks to convert those faded, yellowed magazine pages into something a bit more readable.  Unfortunately I 
hadn’t quite developed the trick of estimating how much time such a volume would take!  If I’d done the math, 
and realized that A Victorian Christmas Treasury was the equivalent of producing about seven issues of Victorian 
Times, each of which requires at least 2-4 days, I might have started a bit sooner!  But it arrived in time for 
Christmas anyway, and is a beautiful volume (if I do say so myself). 
 And now, here we are back in January once again.  This year, I find it very encouraging to look back at 2014 
and see that so many of the previous year’s resolutions were actually fulfilled.  Which, of course, simply inspires 
me to make more for 2015! 
 One of my first goals will be to add more content to the website.  I still have a large library of Victorian 
periodicals that is virtually untapped.  Many of these are American magazines, which will provide an interesting 
balance to the, thus far, primarily British focus of the site.  First up, however, will be assorted articles from ten 
years of The Strand and roughly 30 years of The Illustrated London Almanack.  (The latter is less than it sounds; 
the ILA was a fairly small publication, with only a few articles per issue.) 
 The first “bound semi-annual collection” of Victorian Times is almost finished.  However, I’ve decided not to 
hold the January issue any longer; the bound collection will officially appear in February.  Early February! 
Promise! 
 I’m bubbling over with book ideas, so look for some interesting new titles in our Victorian line in 2015!  I’m 
even kicking around the notion of a blog...  
 In short, looking back at how far Mostly-Victorian.com* has come in 2014, I’m quite pleased with my 2014 
New Year’s resolutions—and quite hopeful that 2015 will prove an equally productive year.  I hope that you, dear 
readers, find reason to be pleased with the site as well!  I thank you for your warm support and kind comments; 
these are the fuel that helps keep the fires of those resolutions burning! 
 May your own New Year be bright and filled with blessings, Victorian or otherwise! 
 
*Effective February 2015, Mostly-Victorian.com became VictorianVoices.net.  
 

—Moira Allen, Editor 
editors@victorianvoices.net 
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