




Where Does It Begin? 
 

here does the love of the past begin?  A magazine like this can only thrive in a community of like-minded 
lovers of things nostalgic—and where Victoriana is concerned, that’s a large community!  Victorian tea-
rooms, Victorian bed-and-breakfasts, and shabby-chic boutiques have mushroomed across America, 

attracting followers in droves.  It’s easy to say “this is a trend”—just like any other retro or nostalgic “trend”—but 
I rather think there is more to it than this. 
 I mentioned in an earlier editorial that my addiction to Victorian magazines began in an East Sussex 
bookshop.  But actually it began decades ago.  My father was a freelance graphic artist, and occasionally, as a 
treat, he’d take me to an art supply store.  While he stocked up on dull stuff like rubber cement and art board, I’d 
peruse the wall of flat trays that housed hundreds of sheets of fonts and page decorations.  In those days, if you 
wanted to “paste up” a publication, you literally pasted it on paper, and if you wanted a fancy header, you used an 
X-Acto knife to carefully cut it from a sheet of sticky-backed, rub-on letters, and burnish it down with an ivory 
burnisher (which I still have).  
 That’s when I discovered the world of fancy, ornate Victorian fonts, initials and alphabets—and fell in love.  I 
discovered sheets of Victorian page decorations: swashes, swags, banners, peacocks, bouquets, cupids and 
gargoyles.  I was allowed to select four or five sheets on every visit, and so my first collection of “Victoriana” 
began when I was 10 or 12 years old!  (This also possibly explains why I now have a collection of over 4000 
Victorian initials and decorations scanned from dozens of magazines...) 
 I suspect Victorian artwork and imagery appeals to many of us for similar reasons.  We love the intricacies of 
its designs and forms, the romance of its depictions of a countryside of another day, its flights of fancy.  It 
captures the imagination in ways that “modern art” does not.  (I’m sure there is much to be said for modern art; 
I’m just not the person to say it.)  It appeals to a love of detail—especially when we remember that it was, at the 
time, the only means of capturing detail when the camera was either a rarity or nonexistent.   
 I sometimes wonder what a Victorian artist would think if he (or she) could see how that artwork is being 
used today.  Who could have imagined, in the 1800’s, that an image that was painstakingly engraved on a block of 
stone, and hand-inked to make an impression on a sheet of paper, could one day be recaptured using a scanning 
device and stored as electrons in a computer?  Who could have imagined that this same image could be 
transmitted digitally quite literally around the world?  And who, in the 1880’s, could imagine the uses to which 
those images might be put today?  (Although, realistically, given the Victorian penchant for scrapbooking, one of 
our leading uses of Victorian images would probably feel quite natural and logical to our time-traveler from the 
1800’s...) 
 Nor would our many “repurposings” of Victoriana seem that odd to a Victorian, I suspect.  Victorians 
themselves were mad about the past, and constantly gathered images from other cultures and other times to use in 
their own art and design.  (See Fred Miller’s comments on researching the art of other cultures in the article on tile 
painting in this issue as just one example!)  Greek and Roman designs, Chinese and Japanese, French and 
European—they all had their “day” in Victorian design.  So it would hardly surprise a Victorian to see us reaching 
back into our past for inspiration from their works. 
 Today, I’m excited about my latest efforts in “repurposing” Victorian designs—in VictorianVoices.net’s new 
line of Victorian- and vintage-themed mugs.  We’ve adapted designs from Victorian illustrations, greeting cards, 
scrapbook chromo-lithographs and die-cuts, and turn-of-the-century postcards to create a series of mugs that I 
hope will delight anyone who loves Victoriana—or who loves gorgeous, colorful coffee mugs!  And again this 
keeps with Victorian tradition—considering that the Victorians designed many of their teacups and teapots from 
traditional Old-World and oriental themes.   
 Call it borrowing, call it homage... the bottom line is, Victoriana is not just a “trend.”  Rather, I believe, it’s 
something that speaks to those of us who are a bit put off by modern “trends,” and keep seeking something that 
has a more lasting appeal.  Victorian imagery touches the imagination, and I hope we keep touching yours! 
 

—Moira Allen, Editor 
editors@victorianvoices.net 
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