




An Ode to the GOP 
 

s I put this issue together, I couldn’t help notice a preponderance of articles from The Girl’s Own Paper.  
There are several reasons for this! One is simple: Since my collection of GOP spans 21 years, with each 
annual running between 800 and 900 pages, that’s a lot of material to choose from!   

 But there is more to the story than that.  I confess, GOP is one of my favorite Victorian magazines.  It’s one 
of the few that I chose to “collect,” gathering every “Victorian” issue (1880-1902).  The magazine continued into 
the 1950’s, but changed considerably after Flora Klickmann became its editor in 1908. 
 So: Here’s a bit more about this favorite of mine.  It was founded in 1880 by the Religious Tract Society.  
Charles Peters edited the  magazine for 28 years, his goal being to “foster and develop that which was highest and 
noblest in the girlhood and womanhood of England.”  Early issues seemed a bit confused as to whether they were 
addressing “girlhood” or “womanhood,” but soon “womanhood” won out.  Articles were aimed more consistently 
at young women (and generally young women of “breeding”—though it was clearly read by “the help” as well), 
and articles along the lines of “tell me about these flowers, dear Auntie!” thankfully disappeared. 
 While the magazine had its share of preachy articles on “how to be good”—and more than its share of stories 
and poems with a Moral and a Message—it avoided becoming yet another “Sunday” magazine with no goal other 
than moral improvement.  Instead, it became one of the most varied general-interest magazines for women of its 
day.  One reason so many GOP articles are in the file for Victorian Times is the huge variety from which to 
choose.  It naturally offered the standard “women’s” fare of articles on fashion, cooking, and keeping house.  But 
it also provided articles on law, archaeology, history, sports, recreation, nature, wildlife, and more.  Its pieces on 
crafts assume that women can do far more than simply knit, crochet, and embroider; they might, instead, wish to 
carve wood, engrave bronze, or create faux stained glass.  And while it ran many an uplifting article on women of 
virtue and benevolence, it also ran profiles of women adventurers, travelers, writers, reformers and more. 
 The magazine is a gold mine for anyone seeking information on how to “live” the Victorian life.  Its many 
articles on housekeeping assumed that its readers might be novices in this field, and so instructed them on the 
basics that every young woman would need to know in order to manage a home for herself, her family, or a 
husband.  Dora Hope’s “Margaret Trent” stories were simply “how-to” manuals thinly disguised as fiction, and 
provide a wealth of detail on everything from caring for chickens to furnishing one’s home on a budget. 
 Another reason I find the magazine fascinating is that it covers a period of dramatic change in the lives of 
women in Britain and beyond—and does a marvelous job reporting upon and reflecting that change.  Opinions on 
both sides of the various controversies surrounding such topics as women’s rights, education, and work appeared 
in the magazine. For example, women were just being admitted to UK universities, and the GOP saw both sides of 
the debate as to whether higher education was beneficial to women—or would forever destroy their saintly, sacred 
feminine virtues (as the poem “Girton Girl” on page 27 demonstrates).  Writers like Sophia Caulfield pointed out 
that women could no longer rely on marriage, or the protection of a male relative, to support them in life, and 
offered advice both on the necessity of work as well as how to find it and what types of jobs were available to 
women.  In later issues, articles begin to reflect the notion that earning a living might actually be a choice, rather 
than a horrid necessity.  (And on a more amusing note, there is the heated debate as to whether women ought to 
ride bicycles!) 
 Mostly-Victorian.com offers the largest online archive of GOP articles available—nearly 2000 features!  It 
also provides the only archive of complete scans of each annual from 1880-1902 (which are available in our 
bookstore).  The GOP has yet to be scanned by Google or appear on Archive.org, perhaps because it is rarely 
found in US university libraries. 
 The GOP has been instrumental in introducing me to the fascinating world of the Victorian woman—and I 
hope to share that experience with my readers in the pages of Victorian Times.  But don’t worry; Victorian Times 
won’t be “all GOP all the time.”  I have many other magazines in my collection, and over the next few months 
I’m planning a veritable feast of Victoriana!  So don’t go away! 
 
 

—Moira Allen, Editor 
editors@victorianvoices.net 
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