




Welcome to Victorian Times! 
 

 never imagined that walking into a used bookshop in East Sussex would change my life.  The shop 
was in Hastings, where we were preparing, in 2007, to spend the next 15 months of our lives.  It 
was a small, dingy place, occupied by a chain smoker (not surprisingly, when Britain’s smoking ban 

went into effect a few months later, it went out of business).  An ancient, leather-bound volume caught 
my eye, and since it was only £6 ($12 at the time), I grabbed it. 
 It turned out to be a volume of All the Year Round, a magazine edited by none other than Charles 
Dickens!  Little did I know that it would also turn out to be the first step on my road to addiction: 
Addiction to Victorian magazines. 
 Another Hastings bookshop (Boulevard Books—it’s still there, and I highly recommend it) 
introduced me to The Strand and The Girl’s Own Paper.  By the time I left England, I was hooked. 
 Considerations of the pocketbook constrained me to seek out the cheapest editions I could find; 
hence, I tended to come home with magazines that were tattered, coverless, and reeking of damp.  (One 
was in such bad shape it was sold in a plastic bag!)  Reading them proved a challenge: If they didn’t 
actually fall apart in my hands, they left those hands stinking of mildew.  So I began scanning them.  
And that, basically, is how VictorianVoices.net* was born: As an archive for those scans. 
 But for years I dreamed of doing more.  These magazines contained gems that deserved to be 
brought back to the light of day—and the love of a new generation of readers.  Of course, they also 
contained plenty of dross; even Victorian magazines are subject to Sturgeon’s Law (I won’t repeat it 
here; you can find it on Wikipedia).  Today’s readers aren’t too likely to want to read endless, 
sentimental poems about dead children or the importance of being really, really good.  (Don’t worry, 
you won’t, at least not in these pages!)  The challenge was sorting the gold from the lead. 
 In this magazine, you’ll find the gold.  You’ll find articles on Victorian life—on how to manage a 
proper Victorian home, the duties expected of servants, the best way to decorate your sitting room on 
next to nothing.  You’ll find tidbits on etiquette—which prove to be surprisingly less stuffy and more 
“common sense” than one might imagine!  You’ll find glorious recipes and gorgeous craft projects.  
You’ll find travel tales, and glimpses of exotic foreign lands (like America).  You’ll find history, 
folklore, and antiquities.  You’ll find glimpses of Victorian life in the city and the country, upstairs and 
downstairs.  You’ll find fabulous artwork (Victorian magazines had wonderful illustrations).  And 
you’ll find a few poems (but not, I promise, about dead children or being good). 
 Best of all, you’ll find it all for free.  Victorian Times is available electronically for absolutely 
nothing!  Just use our handy sign-up form at Mostly-Victorian.com to subscribe, and every month 
you’ll get an e-mail with the link from which you can download that month’s issue.   
 We’re also providing a print edition of each issue, which will be available through Amazon.com.  
In time, we hope to be able to develop a print subscription (so if that’s something you’d like to have, 
please let me know!).  And at the end of each year, in classic Victorian tradition, we’ll put together a 
print annual.   
 To subscribe, download back issues, or access the print editions, please visit our magazine page at 
www.VictorianVoices.net/VT/index.shtml.  And now, please settle yourself comfortably on the settee, 
pour yourself a cuppa, and enjoy! 
 

—Moira Allen, Editor 
editors@victorianvoices.net 

 
*VictorianVoices.net was originally launched as Mostly-Victorian.com - we changed our name in 
February 2015. 
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