were only cooked the usual time, and were
greatly relished by the younger members of
the family.

I wou{d recommend the use of Easter
eggs to those girls who take Sunday-school
classes; they are very good mediums for
giving Precepts or words of advice; a
Jjudiciously chosen motto or text may often
do a great deal in helping a child or person
to correct a fault, and a motto is more
attractive on an ornamental egg than in a
book.

I remember a little German book called
* Ostereier ” (Easler ecggs), in which a
charming account is given of an Easter
festival, when motto eggs were distributed to
a number of children. Some of the rhymes

iven are very pretty ; they lose in translation,

ut are such as ¢ Goodness, not gold, wins
love and trust,” ¢ For meat and drink the
giver thaok,” “A pood conscience makes a
soft pillow.”

Such sentences as these do for quite
small children, but a short verse from a
hymn or a text can easily be written on an
-gg. They look very well coloured pale blue or
moltled green and blue, as directed above,
and the words written on after with red, or
blue ink of a darker colour, and a little
ornamentation round, For school-children
water colours should not be used in painting
the eggs, for the wann and often moist hands

of the recipients of these little gifts would
smear the paint.

We must now come to another kind of egg
I have found much appreciated, as it 1s
eatable, though imitation only. It is
prepared thus: Procure some half egg shells
which you can colour or not, as you please,
but you must cut the edges as smooth as you
can with a pair of small, sharp scissors; next
take one pound of ground almonds (they can
be bought ready prepared), mix with the
beaten whites of three, or if small, four eggs,
add a teaspoonful of orange flower water, or a
little more, if needed, make into a paste, and
stir in one pound of fine sifted loaf sugar, and
work with a wooden spoon into a smooth

aste ; next shake a little icing sugar into the

alf shells, and fll them with the almond

aste, scoop a piece out of the centre of each

alf, and as you put the two halves together
insert a rprcsened apricot (dried) without a
stone; if the apricots are too large use half
ones, but whether large or small they must be
pressed into suitable shapes before they are
used, as they have to represent the yolks of
the eggs.

When the parts are joined together, a strip
of tissue paper should be fastened round the
junction with white of egg, and then a ribbon
or ornamental paper put round and the shells
decorated with a livlle water colour paint, If
preferred, the shells can be used as moulds

only, and removed as soon as the paste is dry,
but if this is to be done the two edges of the
almond paste must be moistened with white
of egg before they are put together, or they
would come apart when the shells were
removed.

The almond eggs must be put in a warm,
dry place as soon as made; a very cool oven
will do to dry them.

If you remove the shells, cover the almond
paste with icing sugar that has been well
worked with a little white of egg and lemon
juice; this is not an easy operation, but if the
sugar is well worked before using, it will
cover the paste more neatly than if used

uickly ; if sufficient smoothness is altained
the sugar can be decorated afterwards with
some harmless colouring, such as saffron or
cochineal.

‘To make sugar eggs, mix one ounce of raw
arrowroot with one pound of icing sugar, add
the beaten whites of three or four eggs,
according to size, and a teaspoonful of lemon
juice; work the mixture well; use the egg
shells as moulds and proceed as with almond
paste, putting anything that is liked in the
centre, and joining the halves together with
white of egg; dry thoroughly, in some place
not warm enough to melt the sugar, before
you remove the shells. It is easier to take
the halves off if they are slightly oiled before
the sugar is sifted into them.

It is very interesting in the spring to watch
the gradual development of a frog from the
egg, through the tadpole stage of its existence,
till at last it assumes its final form.

The old frogs emerge from their winter
hiding places in the mud, early in the spring,
and during March their eggs may be found
floating on almost every stagnant pond. A
group of these eggs in their carly stages of de-
velopment looks like 2 mass of clear white
jelly, containing numbers of black specks,
cac{ of which is really the germ of the future
tadpole,

In order to watch the development, a
group of the eggs should be taken and put in
a shallow vessel of water, which, if kept in the
house, should have a bell-glass, or some other
covering over it, to keep out the dust.

The jelly-like mass which envelopes the
future tadpole is so clear that all its changes
can be casily watched. First the head ap-
pears, then a flat tail, and in course of time
the nostrils, mouth, and large eyes, till at
length the completed tadpole bursts open its
gelatinous covering, and apparently not in the
least embarrassed by its new surroundings, he-
gins swimming biiskly about, looking for
something to eat. lhe time occupied in
hatching varies in different countrics, according
to the climate, from four days to a month, In
England the tadpole does not often appear
till towards the end of April.

‘The following stages arc even more interest-
ing, especially for those who can take advan.
tage of the transparency of the parts to watch
the circulation o}uthc blood through a micro-

scope,

The body of the tadpole gradually gets
broader, while the tail gets thinner and thinner,
till it finally disappears altogether ; but before
that happens its place has been taken by two
hind legs, which first appear under the skin
and then gradually pusll;l their way through.
The fore Jegs next appear, and so on through
all the stages of dwcﬂ))l:mcnt, till in a longer
or shorter time, according to the amount of
warmth, light, and food it can obtain, the
complete frog appears.

But woc betide the unfortunate tadpole
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which, first of the shoal, attains to the dignity
of possessing limbs, for so ferocious arc the
later ones, and so jealous of their precocious
little brother, that they almost always fall
upon him, and, not content with killing, never
rest till every morsel of him is eaten. And
unless several of the tadpoles assume their
final change about the same time, this pro-
ceeding is repeated till their numbers are very
considerably  diminished, or, as sometimes
lnppens. t.Hl only one survivor is left, who,
having helped to cat all his brethren, instead
of meeting with his deserts, is allowed to live
on in peace, till some day in the course of his
walks abroad, he, in his turn, is snapped up as
a delicate morsel by some hungry snake or
waterfowl,

Insccts and flowers are much more closely
connected with onc another than we some-
times think.

Not only do many insects depend wupon
flowers for their foox?: but many flowers also
delwnd upon the visits of insects to carry their
pollen from one flower to another and so con-
tinue the life of their specics,

There are some flowers, however, whose
pollen is carried by the wind instead of by
Insects, and which are therefore an exception
to this gencral rule. These, not needing to
attract insects, are small and insignificant,
with neither scent nor honey, but with a very
large quantity of pollen, * They generally
flower early in spring, before the leaves are out,
as these would catch the pollen as it is blown
along by the wind, and prevent it reaching the
flowers for which it is intended. Notice, for
example, the flower of the oak, elm, ash, and
Scotch fir.

April is a busy monthin the garden. Auri-
culas and polyanthuses in bloom should be
watered often, and shaded if the sun is very
bright, and sheltered when the weather is
cold; tulips also must be sheltered from
severe cold, though they may safely be en-
couraged to grow now.

Secds of perennials and biennials for flower.
ing next year should be sown now, such as
wallflowers, carnations, and pinks. Heartsease
for autumn flowering should also be sown, and

cuttings taken from old plants, Hardy
annuals should be sown not later tham the
middle of April. Give them good soil, and do
not cover the sceds too deeply with earth (some
of the smallest kinds should only be sprinkled
on the top), and when they begin to shoot up
thin out the young plants vigorously ; amateur
gardeners almost always leave them too close
together, but the more room they have the
better and stronger they will grow.

If there is no greenhouse, or *heat,” half
hardy annuals ma{;ebe sown out in the open
garden towards the end of April, amr if
diligently cared for they will grow well and
thri\:.{.

Alfter a warm day, cvergreens are benefited
b]y syringing. 13[ that is wished to grow
close should be clipped all over; and grass
should be cut about once a week, and often
rolled. It should not be allowed to get long
before cutting the first time, or it will be
troublesome to get into order again,

April is the month in which we welcome
most of our spring bird visitors, The night-
ingale and cuckoo have already come and
begun their song; the swallow and house-
martin will arrive about the middle of the
month, and are soon busy making new nests,
or patching up old ones. The whitethroat
appears towards the end of the month,

During the April showers the whole air
scems full of song. Walking through woods
ringing with bird music, we are once more
reminded of the problem which so puzzled
Daines Barrington. * Do the birds all sing in
one key? And if not, why do the songs
harmonise instead of producing unpleasant
discords 2" Perhaps it is the distance which
lends enchantment and softens the discords.
No doubt if all the songsters were in one room,
the result would not be quite so ha PY-

Many eggs, larvae and cocoons of butterflies
and moths may be found this month among
heaps of dry leaves, on low bushes, or trunks
of trees. Grasses and rushes shelter several of
the early species, which are already flying
about, and some rare insects may be found
now which cannot be obtained later in the
scason.
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