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In the afternoon there was no drill, or
very little. Tommy had his time to himself,
and it was usually spent in gambling. “I
was surprised,” said Captain Travers, “to see
so much of it, and I made a remark to that
effect to one of the officers. He said he
would rather see the men’s money gambled
away into the hands of one man than have
it remain in their own pockets. If they had
lost their money before they got ashore they
could not squander it in drink and make
beasts of themselves.” As a rule, but not,
of course, without exception, Tommy
makes the worst use of his money, and there
are certain men in every regiment who know
how to practise on their weakness. As soon
as Tommy has a spare moment these men are
down in a corner of the deck, spreading their
traps for the unwary. ‘Sometimes it is
* House,’ ” said Captain Travers, “ but more
frequently on my ship it was another game
which was played with
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“triloquists I ever heard. He was the funniest

character, too, you could meet with. He had
got the dolls and everything complete for his
performance, and the way he manceuvred his
rag puppets and made them jabber was
enough to make you split your sides with
laughter. The Tommies enjoy it, I can
tell you! Itis no uncommon thing in the
Army to find men of this type, and they think
so much of their dolls or other paraphernalia
that they would leave behind anything they
had rather than their playthings. An officer
told me that once, when they were campaign-
ing in India—on which occasions, of course,
the baggage is reduced to a minimum—one
of these worthies’ dolls was found stuffed in
the colonel’s valise. He thought that was
the only way of making sure of their going to
the front, and as his mates were of the same
way of thinking, the thing was done, but, of
course, when they were discovered no one

dice. I don’t know
what they call it; but
it was like this”—and
Captain Travers took
out a pencil and made
a sketch of the ap-

The Gotk is a fine
ship, but hardly perhaps
so fine as the Ki/donan
Castle, which was taken

could imagine how they

paratus.

“The dice has on
its six sides the same
figures as the board.
A man puts his money

over by the Government
for trooping before she
was finished, so that she
was fitted specially for
carrying soldiers. It is

came there.”

on a square; if the
dice turns up the figure
his coin covers he takes
all the money on the
board. If the figure
turned up is the same

a sight to look the
length of her deck and
see the men feeding.
Something like two
thousand can sit down
at once. “In our last

as none of the figures
on which money is
placed, the bank takes
the lot. On the top of
the board there is gener-
ally written the legend,
“5s. limit’” But they
often go much beyond
that, and it is astonishing what they win
and lose. The holders of the bank are
generally very artful men. I heard one
man sing out as I passed him while he was
laying out his board, ‘Na then, me ’arties,
if yer don't specalate, y'll never accumalate.’
“You get all kinds among soldiers,”
remarked Captain Travers, “just as in
ordinary life. You would be surprised at the
talent that is often displayed at one of their
entertainments. Among the men we had in
the Gotk there was one of the cleverest ven-
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ONE OF TOMMY'S GAMES.
From a Sketch by Capt. Travers.

voyage we were full up,”
said Captain Hay, one
of the veterans of the
Castle Line, when asked about his
occupation of troop-carrying. “ You
could hardly move for soldiers. They
were everywhere, except in the parts of
the ship reserved for the officers. They
seemed to enjoy themselves very much, and
very few of them were sick. There was some
grumbling about the food, however, and they
used to go and throw it overboard directly
they got it. It was food supplied by the -
Admiralty. This voyage,” said Captain Hay,
“our company provide the food, and we
carry fresh meat to last the whole of the
voyage. I don’t think,” added the captain,
“that Tommy would have complained with-
out a cause.”

As regards' this’ question of food, it seems
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