Precipice-Riding in the Continental Armies.

By B. WATERS.

Ol of riders like the Spaniards,
who may almost be compared
to Centaurs or the English,
&yl who take to the saddle almost
as naturally as a duck does to
water. But there is a great appreciation of
good riding in German sporting and military
circles ; and though the majority of German
riders never attain to anything approaching
excellence, the few who do are so successtul
that they more than atone for the short-
comings of the rest. At least, they do so as
far as the reputation of the cavalry at a review
is concerned, though in actual warfare, under
modern conditions, rare and showy exploits
do not really avail much.

I do not believe the proverb that genius is
merely a question of infinite pains, but, if I
did, I should acclaim the typical German as
a genius. This is particularly exemplified in
his study of riding: he either neglects it
entirely, knowing that he is not fitted to excel
in it, or else he pursues it until he attains to
a perfection rarely met with outside a circus.

If we go into Tattersall’s at Berlin almost
any winter afternoon-—particularly if a hard
frost has rendered the roads useless—we shall
find quite a number of officers riding round
and round the school, practising and exhibit-
ing their latest tricks to the admiration of
their friends of the fair sex. They can do
most of the so-called Aawte école evolu-
tions, making their horses paw the air at the
word of command, or proceed on three legs,
or even two. The intelligent beasts are also
made to waltz, pirouette, or stop abruptly in
the midst of a headlong gallop. As a per-
formance it would not be thought much of in
the presence of an Arab “fantasia,” but in
the kingdom of the blind the one-eyed man
is king, and a German officer who obtains
celebrity as a trick-rider is made almost as
much fuss of as a successful cricketer at a
public school.

Major Heyden Linden is probably the best-
known rider in Germany. He was stationed
for a long time at Hanover with his regiment
of Lancers, and he afforded the principal
attraction to the spectators in the military
riding-school. His latest feat constituted the
chief topic of the local tea-parties and Aneipen
for many a year, and his photograph was
exhibited in the shop-windows in all sorts of
surprising attitudes: such as crouching like

a cowboy round the girths of a horse, which
was rearing perpendicularly; or hanging
almost miraculously from one stirrup as he
reached out to pick up a handkerchief whilst
at full gallop.

Another very famous rider was Graf zu
Dohmer ; but one day, in attempting an un-
usually daring piece of trick-riding, he was
pitched off on to his head and cracked his
skull, with the result that he has been
“queer ” ever since. Eight years ago he was
the smartest officer in the smartest regiment.

These were, however, single and excep-
tional cases. To find trick-riding carried out
upon a large scale as part of the drill we
must go to King William I.’s Hussar regi-
ment, which is quartered at Bonn. Their
colonel, Oberst von Winterfeld, is now one
of the foremost riders in the whole army,
and he has devoted his best energies to
developing the equestrian skill of his officers
and men. . His success is no doubt mainly
due to the fact that he never asks them to
do anything which he is not prepared to do .
far more recklessly himself. Among his
special apparatus, for instance, is a wall 15ft.
high, which he has, on horseback, jumped
down from several times.

The chief general exercises, which are
depicted in my illustrations, however, take
place outside the town in what is known as
‘“the Sand.” A sharp, headlong declivity of
loose earth runs down from a field to an
open common for a distance of 7oft. or 8oft.,
and the soldiers are taken down it af a
gallop / 'This is, of course, as severe a test
for the horses as for the men, and both
require a great deal of practice before they
can negotiate the precipice gracefully and
securely. In the first illustration the horse
at the top is unmistakably refusing, and his
rider will be hard put to it to entice him over
the brink in spite of the excellent lead which
the others have given him. And then, in the
event of a sudden start, it looks as if the
man would very soon be pitched over his
head. The two riders in front of him are
evidently old hands, for they are sitting well
back and holding themselves with easy con-
fidence. They scem to know that their
horses may be trusted for this work, and so
carry themselves with a leisurely air, which
can only be begotten of long experience.
The attitude of the horse who is buck-jump-
ing immediately in their path might, however,
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