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Some Popular Hymns, and How They Were Written.

By Francis ARTHUR JONES.

N no country are hymns more
0| popular than in England, and
Y] yet it is the few who know the
writers of them. This is to
| be attributed, I think, not so
—= much to lack of interest on the
part of the public, but to the plan adopted
by many editors of excluding from the
hymnals they compile the names of the
various contributors. Particularly well is this
plan carried out in “ Hymns Ancient and
Modern,” the most popular work of the kind
in the language; for with the exception of
the large and expensive musical editions, no
names, either of composers or authors, are
permitted to appear. Small wonder, then, if
to the majority the names of the writers of
even such favou-
rites as “Thine
for ever! God of
Love,” ‘ Nearer,
my God, to Thee,”
“Just as I am,”
and many others s
are as little known
as thehymnsthem-
selves are familiar.
Happily, many
compilers of Non-
conformist and
other hymnals are
setting  examples
which other
editors would” uo well to
follow, for not only have
they begun to print the
name of the author below
every hymn, but also the
year in which it was written.
This is an excellent plan, and
one I should much like to
see adopted by the pub-
lishers of “Hymns Ancient
and Modern.” As it is, while
the hymns themselves are
remembered and treasured,
the names of those whose
thoughts they embody are
lost sight of and forgotten.
It struck me many times
how interesting would
our “songs of praise”
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REY. Il.’.\RIN(-
(Author of ** Onward, Christian soldiers.”)
From a Photo. by W. « D, Downay.

but view them as they left the authors’
hands, before conversion into prosaic print,
as they were first conceived and written.
The idea grew, and I determined to attempt
the work of tracing the whereabouts of the
original MSS. of some of our most well-
known hymns. .- I have now been hymn
hunting ” for some considerable time, and the
present article is the result. It was surprising
to me and somewhat damping to my natural
enthusiasm to find, almost at the outset of my
investigations, how very few MSS. had been
preserved. This is to be accounted for, I
think, by the fact that at the time of their com-
position many of our now most popular hymns
were so little appreciated that the originals,
soon after publication, were probably de-
stroyed. I have
therefore gained
access to compara-
tively few MSS.,
but though the list
be small, it has
one advantage : it
contains no hymn
which is not well
known and sung
throughout Chris-
tendom.
“Onward, Chris-

hymn well known
to even the small-
est child attending Sunday-
school. In fact it was
writfen for children, though
many compilers of works on
hymnody affirm that the
author had adw/ts in his mind
when he wroteit. The hymn
was written in a great hurry
for the author’s missions at
Hisbury Bridge about the
year 1865. Here the child-
ren had to march many a
long mile to take part in
what is dear to the heart of
every true child—a school
feast. Owing to the distance
from the church to the scene
of the festivities, an
early start was neces-
sary, and marching in
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procession
flying,
ones sang lustily all

with banners
and a cross preceding them, the little
It was sung
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the way.

waving,

colours

to Gauntlet’s tune, for Sullivan had not then
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hymnody which can never be supplanted.

It

was written one summer evening during the

year 1847, at Brixham,

the historic and

picturesque little fishing port on the shores
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composed that stir-
ring - march which
would have made his
name a household
word had he never
penned another note.
The composer in-
forms me that the
original MS. of the
music was destroyed
years ago, and a
similar fate seems to
have befallen that of
the words also.
There is melan-
cholyinterestattached
to the MS. of “ Abide
with me, fast falls the
eventide,” which per-
haps accounts for its
having been pre-
served. It was the
last hymn the author
ever wrote. More
often sung at evening
service than even
Keble’s ¢ Sun of my
soul,” it occupies a
place in English

FACSIMILE OF FIRST TWO VERSES O
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of Torbay. Here the
author, the Rew.
Henry Irancis Lyte,
had been viear for
many years, greatly
beloved by the fisher-
folk, among whom his
influence was im-
mense, Several mem-
bers of Mr. Lyte's
choir are still living,
and by one I was in-
formed that the
famous hymn owes
its origin in a great
measure to the fact
that a short while
prior to its composi-
tion many Sunday-
school teachers and
other helpers in the
parish (eight in all, T
believe) suddenly left
the church and went
over to the Plymouth
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Brethren.  To these deserters the author
is said to allude in the first verse, where
he writes, “When other helpers fail.”
Whether this were so or not, it is certain
that the hymn was written at a time of
great mental as well as bodily suffering.
Owing to the state of his health, broken
and lost in his devotion to his flock, the
good vicar was obliged to seek the restoring
influence of a warmer clime. During the
evening previous to his departure for Nice
he strolled, as was his custom, down
by the sea-shore alone; on his return, he
retived to his study, and an hour later
presented his family with “ Abide with
me,” accompanied by music, which he
had also composed. The next day he left
Brixham to return no more ; dying a
few months later at Nice, where he now
lies buried.

The original music to the hymn is now
seldom sung, having been supplanted by Dr.
Monk’s beautiful composition, “ Eventide.”
In all, Dr. Monk contributed forty tunes to
“Hymns Ancient and Modern,” and his
manner of setting Mr. Lyte’s hymn will serve
as an example of the rapidity with which he
could compose. Starting out one morning

CARDINAL NEWMAN,
(Author of * Lead, kindly Light.”)
Irom w Photo, by Bavreaud.
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FACSIMILE OF MS. OF FIRST VERSE OF “* LEAD,

with the late Sir Henry Baker, his co-worker
in the editing of “Hymns Ancient and
Modern,” he suddenly recollected that there
was no tune to No. 25, “ Abide with me.”
They returned to the house, and, undisturbed
by a music lesson that was going on, the
doctor sat down and wrote the exquisite and
popular tune in ten minutes !

The original MS. of “TLead, kindly
Light,” owing to the circumstances under
which it was composed, is one of the

.7 ing in my collec-
/, tion. The hymn
® was  written dur-
ing the summer
months of 1833, at
a time of much
mental distress,
and the words are
a very echo of the
author’s own lone-
liness. In his
“ Apologia pro vita
sua, "Cardinal
Newman tells the
story of how the
hymn came to be
written. While
travelling on the
Continent he was attacked by a sudden
illness, which necessitated a stay at Castro
Giovanni. Here he lay weak and restless
for nearly three weeks, the only friend at
hand being his servant, who nursed him
during his illness. This occurred early
in May, and on the 27th of that month
he was sufficiently recovered to attempt a
journey to Palermo.
“ Before starting from my inn,” he wrote,
“1 sat down on my bed and began to sob

KINDLY LIGHT.”
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bitterly. My servant, who had acted as my
nurse, asked what ailed me. I could only
answer, ‘1 have a work to do in England.
I was aching to get home ; yet, for want of a
vessel, I was kept at Palermo for three weeks.
I began to visit the churches, and they
calmed my impatience, though I did not
attend any services. At last I got off in an
orange boat bound for Marseilles. We were
becalmed a whole week in the Straits of
Bonifacio. Then it was that I wrote the
lines, ‘Lead, kindly Light,” which have since

STRAND

MAGAZINE.

when I read that sweet story of old,” is now
resident in the same town. Henry Bennet,
ancther well-known writer of hymns, also
resided at Newport, and there composed those
lines which have now become so popular, “I
have a home above.”

Mrs. Maude’s hymn, “Thine for ever!
God of Love,” has found acceptance in
many lands, and is to be met with in
almost all collections. Nor, alas, has it
escaped “alteration ” (with never a “ by
your leave 7) at the hands of various editors.

FACSIMILE OF MS, OF FIRST TWO VERSES OF “ THINE FOR EVER."

become well known. T was writing verses
nearly the whole time of my passage.”

The MS. of the first verse, here reproduced,
was written by the late Cardinal on March
gth, 18735, and sent with his “ prayers and best
wishes” to a friend. I believe there are
several MS. copies of the first verse of “ Lead,
kindly Light” to be found among the
autograph collections of private individuals,
for Cardinal Newman, in reply to the inevitable
and numerous requests for his autograph,
thought (unlike most great men) so little of
that which seemed to please his correspond-
ents as to forward in return a verse of his
well-known hymn.

The authoress of “ Thine for ever ! God of
Love 7 is Mrs. Mary Fawler Maude, and the
hymn was written for the confirmation
candidates in her husband’s parish, St
Thomas, Newport, Isle of Wight, in 1847.
It is not unworthy of note that,
besides this hymn, Mr. Mid-
lane’s “There’s a Friend for %
little children” was also written
at Newport, while Mrs. Luke,
the authoress of I think

S

MRS. M. F. MAUDE.
(Authoress of ** Thine for ever.")
From e Photo. by 0. Hawking, Brighton,
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As an example, in the fourth the

lines

verse,

Thine for ever ! Shepherd keep
These Thy weak and trembling sheep
have been converted into
Thine for ever ! Sawiawr keep
Us Thy fraif and trembling sheep.
the connection between *shepherd”
sheep ” (as written) is as apparent as

Now,
and
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of St. Paul’s. Whether the MS. is the
original, or merely the “fair” copy, I am

unable to say. It came into my hands
through a dealer, and I wvalue it very
highly. By referring to “Hymns Ancient and
Modern,” it will be found under No. 279, and
though not, perhaps, as popular as the same
writer’s “ When our heads are bowed with
woe,” or “ Ride on ! ride on in majesty,” is,
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the harshness of begin-
ning a line of poetry
with the word “us.”
Moreover, the Zhonght of
the verse is lost, for the
first two lines are a prayer

for the catechumens
from the congregation ;
then the supplication

reverts and embraces all
present, This comment
on the “ ways ” of editors
is spentaneous, as I
think the unprincipled
mutilation of an other-
wise poetic verse de-
mands some explana-
tion. It is to be regretted
that a hymn so univer-
sally sung should not
be allowed to appear
as written by the author.

“QO, help us, Lord;
each hour of need,” is

a hymn by the late Dr. N 3
Oh, help us, Lord, ")
From a Photo, by Netterville Briggs, Leamington,

(Author of

Henry H. Milman, Dean
Yol. ix.~-75.

(0, HELP US, LORD} EACH HOUR OF NEED."”

nevertheless, very well
known, and frequently
sung. The MSS. of
these two last hymns, as
well as those of many of
his other contributions
to hymnody, seem to
have been destroyed.
“I have never even seen
a MS.,” wrote Mr. Arthur
Milman, “of my father,
Dean Milman’s hymns,
and I greatly doubt
whether any can have
sucviyved,” . As it
chanced, I received the
accompanying MS. only
two days prior to the
receipt of Mr. Milman’s
letter.  Nearly all of
Dean Milman’s hymns
were written for Bishop

T s
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Heber’'s collection, and are frequently
referred to in his correspondence.  Mr,
Milman sends me the following interesting
extracts from some letters written to his
father by Heber, and which are now in his
possession. Under date of May 11th, 1821,
the Bishop writes to Milman :—

“1 rejoice to hear so good an account of
the progress which your saint” [* The Martyr
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Heber's father-in-law, Dr. Shipley, Dean of
St. Asaph, was vicar. On Whit-Sunday of
the above year Dr. Shipley was to preach, in
Wrexham Church, a sermon in aid of the
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts,
and Reginald Heber, then vicar of Hodnet,
happened to be staying at the vicarage
at the time. On the Saturday before
Whit - Sunday the Dean, Heber, and a
few friends were
collected together
in the library,
when the Doctor
asked his son-
in-law to write
. “something for
them to sing in
the morning.”
Heber, readily con-
senting, retired to
the farther end of

the room for the
purpose. A short
while later, Dr.

Shipley asked what
he had written, and
Heber replied by
reading the first
three verses which
he had then com-

Photographed from the oviginal in the British Muszum by Me. Lo B, Flonig,

of Antioch ”] “is making towards her crown,
and feel really grateful for the kindness which
enables you while so occupied to recollect
my hymn-book. 1 have during the last
month received some assistance from ——

which would once have pleased me much,
but, alas, your Advent, Good Friday, and
Palm Sunday hymns have spoilt me for all
other attempts of the sort.”

Again, December 28th, 1821, Heber writes :
“You have, indeed, sent me a most powerful
reinforcement to my projected hymn-book.
A few more such, and 1 shall neither need
nor wait for the aid of Scott and Southey.
Most sincerely, I have not seen any hymns of
the kind which more completely correspond
to my ideas of what such compositions ought
to be, or to the plan, the outline of which it
has been my wish to fill up.”

Perhaps Milman’s best-known hymn, how-
ever, is the festival hymn taken from “ The
Martyr of Antioch,” ““Brother, thou art gone
before us.”

The most popular of all missionary hymns
is, without doubt, * From Greenland’s icy
mountains,” by Bishop Heber. It was written
as far back as 1819, at Wrexham, where

BISHOF HEBER.
(Author of ** From Greenland’s icy mountains.”)

Frow o Print in the British Museum. Photographed by Mr, L. B,
Fleming, Hanuwell,
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TG collection, valued at many
;;(4“ 7 &'Z"—_M,—m % d(% thousands of pounds, was
offered for sale by Messrs,

bﬁm }2 Aucf dda.. Sotheran and Co. Great
interest was manifested

)bt\/_'%m MMI' W 1(,\ M@ {,'&4 when it became known that
zc‘-& the Heber MS. was also to

[MMI be included in the sale,

and after a keen competi-

g‘m :{}11 h ‘E A wﬂ.{ ; tion, it went for Ag42. I

have not seen this MS.,

AN ey fen ' but I am informed that
ﬂ' J '.44 in it ecnly one correction
7[‘7 W M%l E 1 appears, viz., the substitu-

tion of the word “ heathen”

rﬁf ‘,: for “savage.” It is the
“ie, . unanimous opinion of com-
FACSIMILE OF MS. OF FIRST TWO VERSES OF ** FIERCE RAGED THE TEMPEST." pilers of hymnals that every

hymn written by
Heber is now in
common use.

Among the hymns
“ for those in peril on
the sea,” Mr. Godfrey
Thring’s “Fierce
raged the tempest o’er
the deep” takes a
foremost place. It
was one of Mr
Thring’s first contri-
butions to hymnody,
and was written in
1861. “I think,”
wrote the author to
me some time ago,
“ that this hymn took
its origin from my
having pictured to
myself the scene on
the lake of Gennesa-
ret, and thinking it
a good subject for a
hymn, I thought I
would try and put my
ideas into a poetical
form. I was about
that time beginning

posed. His listeners
were delighted, and
would have had the
hymn remain without
any addition, but
Heber said, ¢ No,
no ; the sense is not
complete,” and in-
sisted on adding a
fourth verse. He
afterwards gave the
hymn to the Dean,
who turned a deaf
ear to his subsequent
requests to add other
verses. The next
morning it was, for
the first time, sung in
Wrexham Church.
The MS. here r

produced is taken
from a collection of
hymns made for the
Christian Year by the
late Bishop, and now
in the British
Museum.  Included
in this collection are

many of his earlier o i 6" to take a great interest
7 utnor ol 1Erce raged e tempes| .

hymns, notably, Fetirie Phat b STl & eyt in hymns and hymn-

“Holy! Holy! Holy! writing, but had never

Lord God Almighty,” and — ?ﬂ ' written much. ¢ Fierce raged
*“The Son of God goes forth 4[ . the tempest’ was the third
to war.” The original MS, hymn I ever wrote; it was
of “From Greenland’s icy first published in 1861. My
mountains ” was for many years in the pos-  first hymn, We all have sinned and gone
session of the late Dr. Raffles, of Liverpool, astray,” was written in the same year for my
himself a hymn-writer of some note. mother, who wanted a hymn to a particular

Dr. Raffles was a -most ardent collector of tune for which she w ished to get an appro-
autographs, and three yecars ago his entire priate hymn.”
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Another well-known hymn by this writer is
“ Saviour, blessed Saviour.” Mr. Thring was
born in 1823, and was for many years rector
of Alford-with-Hornblotton, in Somerset.
This living, however, he rcsu:nul some little
time ago, and now resides at Guildford. Mr.
Thring has written

%%MWQJ/
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i1s the same; the manner
of expression not dissimilar;
while the composer of the
exquisite tune to each is the
late Dr. J. B. Dykes, vicar
of St. Oswald’s, Durham.
Probably if a consensus were
taken it would be found that
one hymn is as often sung
as the other.

Mr. W. Chatterton Dix,
the author of “Come unto
Me, ye weary,” *“As with
gladness men of old,” and
other well-known hymns, is,
happily, one of our ll\Ihf_,
hymnists, and at present
resides in Clifton. Mr. Dix was born
in 1837, and began writing hymns at a
very early age. “Come unto Me, ye
weary,” which I have chosen for repro-
duction here, and which the author kindly
sent me for the purpose, was written
about the year 1867.

many fine hymns, and
has also edited the
“ Church of England
Hymn Book,” which
contains no fewer than
fifty-nine contributions
from his pen.

It would be difficult
to say which of the
two somewhat similar
hymns, “1 heard the
voice of Jesus say”and
“ Come unto Me, ye
weary,” is the most
beautiful and popular.
The thought in both

MR. W. CHATTERTON DIX.
(Author of * Come unto Me, ye weary.”)
From a Photo. by Lurdon Hall, Cfifton.

The hymn has not
altogether escaped
alteration at the
editor’s hands, though
in a lesser degree than
the compositions of
many other contribu-
tors to hymnody. Mr.
Chatterton Dix in-
forms me that there
1s no particular story
connected with the
writing of the hymn,
save that he was ill
and depressed at the
time.
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By Francis ARTHUR JONES,

a recent Convocation of
Canterbury a Committee of
the Lower House was formed
“to inquire into the hymnals
now in general use, and to
make any observations or re-
commendations which such an inquiry may
suggest.” The Archbishop directed the
appointment of the Committee, and the
result of its inquiry was interesting and
certainly remarkable. At the first meeting—
of which Canon Twells was appointed
chairman — it was agreed to ascertain
through the rural deans the hymnals in use
in their respective deaneries.”

The information was readily supplied, and
out of 810 deaneries (including 165 in the
northern province) only 87 failed to send in
reports.  Of the 10,909 churches and
chapels in the Province of Canterbury, the
Committee were able to show that 8,601
use “ Hymns Ancient and Modern ” ; 1,062
“The Hymnal Companion to the Book of
Common Prayer” (edited by the Bishop of
Exeter) ; 937 “ Church Hymns” (S.P.C.K.);
and only 309 any other hymnal. Out of
2,750 churches and chapels in the Province
of York, 1,739 use “ Hymns Ancient and
Modern” ; 525 “Church Hymns”; 416
“ Hymnal Companion ; and only 70 any
other hymnal. Or, taking the two provinces
together, the result is as follows :—

Churches and Chapels.

“ Iymns Ancient and Modern ” . 10,340
* Hymnal Companion” ............. 1,478
“Church Hymns "™ ......... 1,462
ATV AT R S ST S 379
13,659

The most astonishing result of the inquiry
was that out of 13,659 places of worship no
fewer than 10,340 should use *“ Hymns
Ancient and Modern.” The phenomenal
success of this work is all the more remark-
able when it is remembered that, at the time
of its introduction to the Church of England,
its reception was by no means universally cor-
dial. I well remember myself what an uproar
occurred when this hymnal was first introduced
in Chester Cathedral and certain churches.

The Committee was further able to state
that “Hymns Ancient and Modern” is
adopted in twenty-eight English and Welsh
cathedrals, is almost universal in the seven
dioceses of the Scottish Episcopal Church,
and is used throughout the Army and Navy.
In the return furnished by Colonial bishops,
it was conclusively proved that the hymnal
is universally adopted in their respective
dioceses. In the Irish Church the hymnal
now in use is published by the authority of
the General Synod, while, in Wales, Welsh
hymns are generally sung.

To the above information I had hoped to
add a few statistics with regard to the pub-
lishing and printing of “ Hymns Ancient and
Modern.”  On applying, however (through
Messrs. Clowes and Sons), to the Chairman
of the Committee, I was informed that such
information could not be supplied until my
request had been laid before the members.
On the question being brought up at a recent
meeting, it was put to the vote whether the
information should be given or not. Unfor-
tunately the negatives were in the majority.

In a former paper I hazarded the remark
that Lyte’s ¢ Abide with me” was more often
sung as an evening hymn than even Keble’s
“Sun of my soul.” I have since had reason
to believe that their popularity is about equal
—one hymn being sung as frequently as
the other. Certainly both are now held in
greater esteem than that fine hymn, without
the singing of which an evening service
seldom closed : “ Glory to Thee my God this
night.”

Almost all Keble’s hymns now in common
use—‘“Sun of my soul,” * There is a Book,
who runs may read,” * When God of old came
down from Heaven,” “ Blest are the pure in
heart,” etc.—are taken from * The Christian
Year,” a volume which has had, perhaps, a
larger circulation than that of any other work
of a similar character, and from the profits of
which Keble built Hursley Church. His
evening hymn, “Sun of my soul, Thou
Saviour dear,” consists of verses selected
from the poem beginning, “’Tis gone, that
bright and orbed blaze.”
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Sun of mysoul. FACSIMILE OF MS, OF THE FIRST VERSE OF KEHLE'S VAN, other, and con-
In order to ob- SUN OF MY SOUL tains Keble's
tain  the whole alterations.
hymn, as given in “Ilymns Ancient and In “Hymns Ancient and \lntlun there
Modern,” we had to photograph four large  are three tunes to “ Sun of my soul ' the first,
pages of MS. and then cut out the six verses < Abends,” l)uwr by Professor Oakl ley : the

REV.

KEBLE,
Author of © Sun ol my Soul.”
Fraw o Paiafing,

second, “Keble” (this tune is the copyright
f:f the pmpllﬁ,{m s), by Dr. Dykes; the third,

“ Hursley,” being from the German. T have
had lent to me a fourth tune, also by Dr.
Dykes, which has never before been pubhshLd
and is, in fact, quite unknown. It was given
in MS. by Dr. Dykes, shortly before his
death, to a friend, among whose papers it
has lain for many years. A short while since,
however, the owner of this MS. also died,
and his widow sent me the hymn to use as
I thought fit. The tune is very beautiful,
and 1 here give it for the benefit of my
musical readers.

Sarah Adams, née Flower, the authoress of
“ Nearer, my God, to Thee,” and many
other hymns and poems, was the daughter
of Mr. Benjamin Flower, a staunch Non-
conformist. In her “ Memoir of Mrs. Adams”
(containing all the hymns she ever wrote),
published at Essex Hall, Mrs. Bridell Fox
tells us that “Sarah was tall and singularly
beautiful, with noble and regular features : in
manner she was gay and impulsive, her con-
versation full of sparkling wit and kindly

humour.”
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Sarah, the younger of two daughters, was
born at Harlow, in Essex, on February
23rd, 1805, her sister, LEliza TIlower, being
two years her senior. In his poem entitled
“ Blue stocking revels,” Leigh Hunt heads
his list of female celebrities with ¢ Mrs.
Adams, rare mistress of thought and of
tears 7 ; while the elder sister, Eliza, who
when quite a child developed a wonder-
ful talent for
music and com-
position, is é’"""
alluded to in the
same poem :—
Some lady musician
completed thke

bower
At the head of whom

earnestly gazed

Lizzie Flower.
Nearly all Mrs.
Adams’s  hymns

St
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“How she composed her hymns,” Mus.
Fox says, ‘“can hardly be stated. She
certainly never had any idea of composing
them. They were the spontaneous expres-
sion of some strong impulse of feeling of the

_moment ; she was essentially a creature of

impulse.  Her translations would, of course,
be, to a certain extent, an exception ; also,
perhaps, when she was writing words for
music already in
wiges 1n the
chapel.” Both
sisters died at an
early age—within
less than two
years of each
other—Eliza in
December, 1846,
and Sarah on the
14th of August,
1848 ; hymns by

b Pee.

.

CZgz2s

A
s

and poems were 44/«\4—. s /7 /;-p 4 Aew the latter, with
set to music by ¢ P her sister’s  ex-
hier sister: 4 A pressive  music,
“Nearer, my = being sung at
GOC], to ThEC,” FACSIMILE OF M8. OF FIRST VERSE OF " NEARER MY GOD TO THEE." the funerals of
being especially both.

beautiful. It is not easy, however, and
requires several good soprano voices, but
when sung as it used to be at South Place
Chapel during the ministry of Mr. W. J.
Fox, father of Mrs. Bridell
Fox, the full beauty of the
composition is strikingly ap-
parent.

A few years ago, Mrs. Fox
placed complete copies of
both Miss Flower’s sacred and
secular music in the British
Museum, together with a copy
of Mrs. Adams’s religious
drama, “Vivia Perpetua” (now
out of print, but obtainable
through Mudie’s), her hymns,
and the little memoir to which
I have already alluded. In

1888, a selection of Miss — g0FE 17
Flower’s sacred music, in
which is included * Nearer,

my God, to Thee,” was
published by Messrs.
Novello.  The hymn by
which Mrs. Adams is
best known was written
in 1840, a short while
previous to the publica-
tion of “Vivia Perpetua”; it is the only
composition of this authoress to be found in
“Hymns Ancient and Modern.”

MRS, SARAH ADAMS.
Author of ** Nearer my God to Thee."”

50 A./S

The MS. of “Nearer, my God, to Thee,”
is now in the possession of Mrs. Bridell Fox,
who has kindly allowed me to reproduce it
here in facsimile. The original portrait of
Mrs. Adams (a very slight
sketch) is also in Mrs. Fox's
possession, It is believed to
have been made by Miss
Margaret  Gillies, miniature
painter, and member of the
old Society of Painters in
Water Colours (now called the
Royal) just before Mrs. Adams’s
marriage in 1834.

“Jesu, meek and gentle,”
was written by George Rundle
Prynne, in 1856, and first
appeared in a collection of
hymns, edited by Mr. Prynne,
entitled “ A hymnal suited for
the services of the Church,
together with a selection of

Introits.” In 1881 the
N author published  his
“The Dying Soldier’s
Visions, and other Poems
and Hymns,” and in this
volume “ Jesu, meek and
gentle,” was alsoincluded.
Owing, however, to some slight error, pos-
sibly in the correction of the proof-sheets, the
hymn was printed ! /esus, meek and gentle,”
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Prynne played to him from his favourite
composer. Almost unconsciously, lines
came into his head which seemed to
suit the melody, and taking out a
pencil he seribbled the verses on the

P‘/ﬁl SMM / back of an envelope.
l A short time after its publication,

MW h‘) the author went for a holiday to Rome,

and while there was asked to conduct
the service at the English Church.
When the time came to give out the
hymns, he was amused to find himself
delivering the first line of his own
' composition : “Hymn No. —, ¢ Jesu

W W‘ meek and gentle””  The pleasure he
M experienced at finding that it had so

FACSIMILE OF MS, OF THE FIRST TWO VERSES OF
* JESU, MEEK AND GENTLE.'

instead of “/esw, meek and gentle,” as origi-
nally written.  ‘T'his was the more unfortunate
as many compilers of hymnals took their
copies from Mr. Prynne’s book, thinking, not
unnaturally, that, if nowhere else, it would
certainly appear in its
original form in the
author's own work.

Mr. Prynne was born
in 1818 and was edu-
cated at St. Catherine’s
College,  Cambridge,
where he took his M.A.
degree in 1861. Ior
nearly fifty years he
has been vicar of St
Peter’s, Plymouth, one
of the largest parishes
in the Exeter Diocese.
The Church of St
Peter, while being one
of the most beautiful
in Plymouth, is ren-
dered doubly interest-
ing by being the archi-
tectural work of the
vicar’s  brother, Mr.
George Iellowes
Prynne.  The church
also  contains  many
beautiful pictures by
various members of the
Prynne family. REY. G.

soon made its way to Rome was, if

anything, intensified on learning from

the vicar that the name of the author
had never occurred to him; it was merely
an example of a very bhappy coincidence.
Mr. Prynne is the author of three volumes
of * Parochial Sermons,” and also the
“ Fucharistic Manual,” published a few
years since.

The authoress of
“T think, when I read
that sweet story of
old,” is Mrs. Jemima
Luke, a lady whose
long life has been
almost exclusively de-
voted to mission work
at home. Mrs. Luke
is the daughter of the
late Mr. Thomas
Thompson, the origi-
nator of the Home
Missionary Society and
one of the founders of
the Sunday School
Union. Born in 1813,
Mrs. Luke is now a
white-haired old lady,
living at Newport, Isle
of Wight, and still
trying (so she says) to
account for the popu-
larity of her one con-
tribution to hymnody !
: In 1841 she under-
R. PRYNNE, took the Editing of a

In a conversation Author of ** Jesu, meek and gentle.” children’s missionary

= & Front a Photo, by
which T had with Mr. e i

Heath o Bullinghan. . .
magazine, and it was

Prynne a short while since 2 i) about the same time that
at St. Peter’s Vicarage, the g: . /‘"/ML' “The child’s desire” was

author informed me, while
penning the accompanying MS., that the
hymn was written one evening while Mis.

written. Here is the story
of its composition, as given in her own
words :—
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FACSIMILE OF MS OF FIRST VERSE OF | THINK WHEN I READ THAT SWEET STORY OF OLD.”

“T went,” she says, “in the year 1841, to
the Normal Infant School in Gray’s Inn
Road to obtain some knowledge of the system.
Mary Moffat, afterwards Mrs. Livingstone,
was there at the same time, and Sarah Roby,
whom Mr. and Mrs. Moffat had rescued in
infaney when buried alive, and had brought up
with their own children.  Among the march-
ing pieces at Gray’s Inn
Road was a Greek air,
the pathos of which
took my fancy, and I
searched  Watts  and
Jane Taylor and several
Sunday - school  hymn-
books for words to suit
the measure, but in vain.
Having been recalled
home, I went one day
on - some  missionary
business to the little
town of Wellington, five
miles from Taunton, in
a stage coach. It was
a beautiful spring morn-
ing; it was an hour's
ride, and there was no
other inside passenger,
On the back of an old
envelope 1 wrote in
pencil the first two of
the verses now so well
known, in order to teach
the tune to the village
school supported by my
step-mother, and which
it was my province (o
visit.  The third verse
was added afterwards to
make it a missionary
hymn, My father super-

MRS, JEMIMA LUKE.
Author of ** I think when I read that sweet story of oll.”
Frow a Phato. by Debenham o Co., Sandaivn.

/:'4%7’-24/‘!?1 5 ZAU

intended the Sunday school in which we
taught, and used to let the children choose
the first hymn. One Sunday the children
started their new hymn. My father turned to
his younger daughters and said, ¢Where did
that come from? I never heard it before.
‘Oh! Jemima made it, they replied. Next
day he asked for a copy, and sent it, without
my knowledge, to the
‘Sunday School Tea-
chers’ Magazine.” But
for this it would prob-
ably never have appeared
in print.”

Mrs. Luke adds that
she regards her com-
position as  “a little
inspiration from above
and not “in me,” for |
have never written other
verses  worthy  of  pre-
servation.”

Another hymn, very
precious to “little
pilgrims,” is Albert
Midlane’s  * There’s a
I'riend  for little child-
ren,” written, as I men-
tioned in my last paper,
at  Newport, Isle of
Wight. Not far distant
from Mr., Midlane’s
residence is the house
in which Thomas Binney
lived during his minis-
try at  Newport, and
where he wrote  his
admirable and popular
hymn, ¢ Eternal light,
cternal light.”

Albert  Midlane was

A



SOME NOTABLE

1825, and began writing hymns
“ My first wsed hymn,”
“was written on
utle of

born in
at'a very early age.
AMr. Midlane informs me,
the 24th May, 1844, under the

%%

S

FACSIMILE OF MS. OF FIRST VERSE OF

R

1]

¢ God bless our Sunday schools,” and (scarcely
necessary to add) sung to the ‘National
Anthem.”  Fifty years ago this coming sum-
mer it was first sung as our anniversary
hymn, and still it finds expression from the
lips and, I trust, from the hearts of many

children, Tt was first
published in the
‘Baptist  Children’s

Magazine® for July,
18447
The hymn, how-

ever, by which Mr,
Midlane will Dbe
longest  remembered
is “'There’s a Friend
for little children,”
written on the 27th
February, 1859. This
hymn formed a con-
tribution to a little
serial called * Good
News for the Little
Ones,” edited by C. H.
Mackintosh, and pub-
lished by Broom, and
was fArst printed in
that publication as the
final article for the
year 1859, under the
heading of “ Above REV.
the bright blue sky.” (UL
As written and first
printed, the opening verse began, “There’s a
#est for little children” — “ Friend ” being
subsequently substituted for “rest.” Michael
Watson’s setting of this hymn has given it a
prominent place among the favourites of the
“Service of Song.”

ALBERT MIDLANE,
“Phere's a Friend for little children”
Frova Photo, by Brading, Newpoyl,

HYMNS.

101
Mr. Midlane is about to publish an entirely
new children’s hymnal of nearly 4oo original

hymns (save those which have found their
way into  print already) of almost every
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THFRE'S A FRIEND FOR LITTLE CHILDREN,”

description, and embracing a wide Scriptural
range, suitable for children —* Home and
School.”  The MS. of “There’s a Friend for
little children,” here reproduced, is from Mr.
Midlane’s note-book ; the corrections were
made when the fair copy was written out for
the magazine in which
it first appeared. ‘The
photo. of Mr, Midlane
was taken in 1881,
“Father, let me

dedicate,” the most
beautiful of New
Year hymns, was

composed by Canon
lLaurence Tuttiett
more than thirty-three
years ago. It was
first published in
1804, n the author’s
volume entitled
“Germs of Thought
on the Sunday Special
Services,” and in 1869
it was included in the
SP.C K’ “Psalms

and Hymns.” It next
appeared in the
“Anglican Hymn

book,” and to-day it
would be difficult to
find a hymnal inwhich
it is not included. In
America it has undergone considerable
alteration at the hands of various editors
(whose ideas of improvement are peculiar),
and even in Lngland it has not altogether
escaped.  In many hymnals the last stanza
is given in the following form :—
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FACSIMILE OF MS$. OF FIRST VERSE OF " FATHER, LET ME DEDICATE."

If we must, in griel and loss,
Thy behest obey ;
{ beneath the shadowing cross
Lies our homeward way,

“ Hymns
years later.

Ancient and Modern?” sixteen

Though Canon Tuttiett has written many

We will think what Thy dear Son

Onee for us became,

And repeat, till life is done,

Glonfy Thy name,

In this verse not one
single line, with the excep-
tion of “Glorify Thy
name,” adheres to the
original, and yet an editor,
after thus mutilating a
fine hymn, has the cool-
ness to place the author’s
name at the foot! How-
ever, in “ Hymns Ancient
and Modern” it appears
in its original form,
as may be seen by
comparing it with the
MS.

Another popular hymn
by Canon Tuttiett, and
one which seems to be
growing in favour, is “0O
quickly  come,  dread
Judge of all,” written ten
years prior to “Iather,
let me dedicate.” It was
first published in “Hymns
for Churchmen,” in
1854, and was included
in the appendix to

theological works, and is known as a powerful
and eloquent preacher, it 1s as a hymnist that

he will probably be longest remembered.
It might appear strange to a thoughtful

CANON TUTTIETT,.
Author of * Father, let me dedicate,”
From a Photograph.

mind that, in Canon
Twells’ fine hymn, the
opening line should be
seemingly in direct con-
tradiction to the text.

“ At even, ww/hen the sun
did set,” writes St. Mark ;
“ At even, ere the sun
was set,” sings the
hymmnist.  In one hymnal,
Mr. Thring’s “ Church of
England Hymn Book,” 1
notice that this line has
been altered to suit the
exigencies of the text, but
the alteration was made
by a hand other than
Canon  Twells’ (though
with his permission), and
the author adheres to the
words as he first wrote
them, as may be seen by
a glance at the MS.

“There is nothing
particular to be said
about ‘At even,”” Canon
Twells wrote me some
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FACSIMILE OF MS. OF THE FIRST VERSE OF ‘AT EVEN, ERE THE SUN WAS sSET.”
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months ago.  “It was written at the the sun was set’) was written and first
request of my friend, Sir Henry Baker, at published in 1868.”

that time Chairman of ¢ Hymns Ancient and To give some idea of the popularity of
Modern,” who said they wanted a new Canon Twells’ hymn, I might mention that
evening hymn. They the number of copies of
were, at the time, about - it printed off must cer-
to bring out their first ap- { ' tainly exceed 6o millions,
pendix, and it was in this : including its circulation in

America.

Many hymns, alas! owe
their popularity to the
tunes to which they are
sung ; this certainly can-
not be said of At even,
ere the sun was set,” for a
more uninteresting melody
than ]olnnn Scheffler’s
£ Am,e]us to which it is
allied, it would be difficult
to ﬁnd‘ “At even” will
ever remain one of the
finest hymns in the lan-
guage, but its popularity

appendix that the hymn
was first published. 1
have been asked for per-
mission to insert it in
127 hymnals, and many
more have taken it with-
out asking me. No other
of my hymns has ob-
tained a similar popularity,
although those in the last
supplement of ‘Hymns
Ancient and Modern,’
Nos. 506, 511, 528, and
533, are a good deal sung,
and I am being constantly

asked for leave to insert would not be lessened by
them in fresh hymnals. the substitution, or at least
The hymn about which == the addition, of a second

CANON TWELLS, .
you ask (‘At even, ere RO OE AL Ay, oo thE SN as ety and a happier tune.

Frow a Photo, by Mapall o Co., Brighton.
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