The Handwriting of Thomas Carlyle.
From 1809 TO 1875.
(Born 4th December, 1795 : died sth February, 1881.)
By ]J. HoLT SCHOOLING.

earliest existing specimen of Thomas Carlyle’s handwriting is shown in
No. 1. It was written at age 13-14 in the * Matriculation Album” of
Edinburgh University.  Curiously enough, a boy named Cheyze signed on the
fourth line below Carlyle—who in later life was so intimately associated with
Cheyne Row, Chelsea.

Handling Carlyle’s school-books is somewhat of a novel sensation. 1
cannot pass the sensation on to readers of this paper, so 1 give in No. 2 the signature from
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1810,  Age 14-15. From the
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fly-leaf of the boy's “ Homer.”

No. r.—-Written in 1805 Age
(Reduced facsimile,)
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13-14.  When a_first-year student

in Edinburgh University. (Re-
duced facsimile.)

No. 3 —Written in 181e. Age 14-15.
When a second-year student in Edinburgh
University, (Reduced facsimile.)

his “Homer,” and, later, other facsimiles of these most interesting signatures. Nos. 3
and 4 both relate to Carlyle’s life at Edinburgh University ; and, as regards No. 4, the
numerals at the left relate to the numerical order of the signatures in the * Matriculation
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No. 4—Written in 181, Age 15-16. When a third-year student in Edinburgh University., (Reduced facsimile.)
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Album” ; the figure “7" is the fee paid, 7s. od.; the
numbers at the right denote the year of studentship, and
the abbreviated words show the class of the student—
Literature, Divinity, Medicine, Law, e¢fe. We see, thus
early, literature written against the name of Thomas Carlyle. :
The earliest specimen of Carlyle’s mathematical Znability ;)%.-Jr/&.:;n., L7 4P o gerim autes,
—subsequently, he became an excellent mathematician— _° W%)d’/w;};;?%‘

is shown in No. =. This is the 1st Proble 15t Book :

is shown in No. 5. This is the 1st Problem of the A . %cpmfgw,
e ;
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of *“Euclid”: “To deseribe an equilateral triangle on a  »
given finite straight line”

/7 » —which Carlyle did not F St 05 AD
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i g tion shows that the triangle “ caled JM ,74""
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triangle : the sides of it are 2D o salis fagaality
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No. 5.—Written in 1811,
From the first page of Carlyle’s “Old
College Note-Book,” (Reduced facsimile,)

Age 13-16.

Sections ” (December 24,
1811), and in No. 7 there
is a facsimile of the label
pasted by him on this
“0ld College Note-Book”
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No. 6.—Written December 24, 1811.  Age
16-17.  From the second page of Carlyle's
“0ld College Note-Book.” (Reduced fac-
simile.)
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in (about) the year 186o. No. 8 is from the boy’s “Sallust,” and in
No. g is a pen-and-ink caricature on page 56 of the same book. Close
examination showed that the moustache was added, probably on August
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ture of ‘* Cataline

No. 8. —Written April 12, from page 6 of
1812, Ageib.rz. From the Carlyle's *“Sallust.
No. 7.—A label p.».lm{ in) Carlyle on the cover of his ‘' Old College ﬂI) h.nfufl.:lrl}lt: s ** Sallust.” {Rt-ill\.t,d fac-
Note-Book.”™ This was written in or about 1860, Reduced facsimile.) simile.)

24th, 1825, for the ink used for the moustache is the same as that used by Carlyle for
appending, in 1823, both this date and the moustache. No. 10 shows a curiously written

signature on the last page of this “Sallust.”
No. 11 deserves special attention. First it is the only one of Carlyle’s signatures that

U larlyts, M

No. 10.—From the last page of the * Sal- No. 11.—Written March 17, 1817,  Age 21-22.  When
lust.” Written at about age 16-18. a schoolmaster at Kirkealdy.

I have seen which contains any sort of a flourish—a significant gesture conspicuously
absent from his writing throughout his life. Second, it is “from a very early letter written
to his mother when Carlyle was a schoolmaster at Kirkcaldy. He writes :—

.. It gives me pleasure to hear that the dasrmns are at school. There are few things in this
world more valuable than knowledge—and youth is the period for acquiring it. . . . My father spoke once
of a threshing machine. If twenty pounds or so will help him—they are quite ready at his service.

Thomas Carlyle respected his father, the sturdy, reliant stonemason, and he loved his
mother-—she loved Carlyle ; and she learned to wnte, at a mature age, in order to be able
to exchange letters with her son Thomas.

Want of space prevents the showing of many wnpublished letters of extreme interest.

Here, in No. 12, is the address of one written to

Carlyle’s friend, Mitchell. He poses his friend 4 é
thus :— M/ /6 %//ff/

After an arduous struggle with sundry historians of
great and small renown, Isit down to answer the much-  no 10 wiitten February 16, 1818. Age 22-23. When
valued epistle of my friend. Doubtless you are disposed to a schoolmaster at Kirkcaldy.
grumble that I have been so long in doing so ; but I have
an argument in store for you. To state the proposition iogically—this letter, I conceive, must either amuse
you or not.  If it amuse you, then certainly you cannot be so unreasonable as to cavil at a little harmless delay ;
and if it do not, you will rather rejoice that your punishment has not been sooner inflicted. Having thus
briefly fixed you between the horns of, my dilemma—from which, I flatter myself, no skill will suffice to
extricate }ou—I proceed with a peaceful and fearless mind. .

There is a splendidly characteristic bit of (,arlylt. in the letter from which No. 13 has
been taken :—

%@fwa@hamm,m%. !i'ﬁmﬂ

No. 13.—Written November 6, 1818.  Age 22-23.  When Carlyle had just resigned his position at Kirkealdy Grammar School.

Kirkcaldy. — My dear Mitchell,—About a week ago, I received a letter from the Magistrates of this
burgh (which letter T even now use as a blot-sheet), accepting my *‘ resignation of the Teacher of the
Grammar School,” as their phrase goes : and in a fortnight, I shall quit my present situation. . . . The
desire, which, in common with all men, I feel for conversation and social intercourse, is, I find, enveloped
in a\g‘l«;nsc ﬂglsnc atmosphere—not of a vulgar mawnwvaise honte, tho such it is generally esteemed-—but of

ol, vill.
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deeper feelings, which are partly due to the undefined station I have hitherto occupied in Society. . . .

Therefore I must cease to be a paedagogue. . . . 1 have thought of writing for Book-sellers. Risum teneas ;

for at ¢times 1 am serious in this matter. . . . You see, my boy, that my prospects are not the brightest in

Nature. Yet what shall we say?. . . Simply I wish to tell you, that in days of darkness—for there are
days when my support (pride or whatever it 1s) has enough to do. . . . But have done.

Here's a gem! He tells his

friend not to laugh, * for af fimes

Mdt:w,{‘f MW, ; - I am serious in this matter ”—

WW the matter of “ writing for book-
sellers 7 !

Fhomad Garlyf— 5 . y

And No. 14 again, written
No. 14.—Written December 17, 1818, Age 23-24. To his mother, from he r r 1
Edinburgh, when Carlyle was struggling for existence. “ h'Ll‘.l Carl)]e = “.;15 ﬁghtl!‘lg for
existence in Edinburgh. True,
he was then drawing monthly rations of oatmeal and butter from the domestic store at
Mainhill, near Ecclefechan, but he was bravely fighting for an opening in life.  Listen
to this :—

.« « Therefore I entreat you, my mother, not to be any way uneasy about me. I see none of my fellows
with whom I am very anxious to change places. They are mostly older than I by several years—and have
as dim prospects generally as need be. Tell the boys to read, and not to let their hearts be troubled for me.
Tell them, I am a stubborn dog—and evil fortune shall not break my heart—or bend it either, as I hope. . . .

A “stubborn dog,” indeed — a man of dogged grit
and no show was Thomas Carlyle

and the small, strongly- Yord w-fm
compressed, and simple gestures of his handwriting remain mmé

to prove to us that he was such a man. No. 15.—Written May 19, 1820, Age 24-25.
H reites = 4 At this date Carlyle was seeking a post as
Here, in No. 15, he writes—with fine scorn :— T thematioct i
. . . Eighty pounds a year, if board and lodging are included,
is a respectable salary for teaching a mathematical class three hours a day. . . . II however, Mr. Vicars

wants a creature of the wsher species, to sit ten or a dozen hours per diem with his boarders, to superintend the
washing of their faces, and see them all quietly put to bed each evening—I cannot be of any service. The
very word usher vibrates detestably across the tympanum of one’s ear. . . .

J}M lc'ha-fwfnj&‘ﬁ—cmiiz- . ~.  Fimesrtad 5
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No. 16.—Written June 7, 1820. Age 24-25. In this letter Carlyle comments upon the indications of character that are shown
by handwriting. (Reduced facsimile.)

In No. 16 we have one of Carlyle’s deductions from handwriting. Mr. J. A. Froude
wrote to me on June 27th, 1894 :—

More than 30 years ago John Sterling showed me a letter which he had just received from Carlyle,

whom I had then never seen. I made some remark about it, on which Sterling observed : * No doubt there

is a physiognomy in

everything that we

do.
% d&ru_ / M, W The: letter of

No. 17.—Written January 23, 1821, Age 25-26. To his brother John. which No. 17 15
part says :—

.« . After all, this literature is a grand and glorious thing., Itis the life-blood of the mind ; and mind
is the Sovereign of Nature. Kings who have it not go down to dust and are forgotten ; those who have it
influence the world, and spread their own brief being over many generations of their fellow-men. Go on
then to improve ! . . . I shall be well I know by-and-by—and we shall then remember with joyful thoughts
these days of trial.  Fale ef me ama !

Carlyle crippled his own means when he needed help to provide for the medical

education of his brother John. _
In No. 18 we have the end of 2 Apprn aﬁam T e '13494,‘_
It:tt('r, in which Carl}le wrote : No. 18.—Written in 1822, Age 26-27. To his mother.

... ForI beginto feel more and

more the necessity of setting about writing a dook. In general I am quite unhappy on this score ; but I hope
I shall at last fix on something, and then set to it like fire to tow. . . . Always, my dear mother. . . .
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Carlyle began to publish his * Life of Schiller 7 in 1823, in the London Magazine. He
} o I I o]
wrote to his mother on his twenty-seventh birthday. See No. 19:—
This is my birth-
% j day : I am now
éﬂ hewr Jep-em seven and twenty
Cd E ; an years of age ! What
‘ an unprofitable
Gt‘) M“/( q lout T am ! What
fz:r J % ?‘%i have I done in this
world to make
<N R No. 19.—Written December 4, 1822, Age 25. [l’{ll'l 4 good my place in
z—' MD\- t  letter to Carlyle's mother on his twenty-seventh birthday ; i e tiTa
he had not then published any book. I, or Teward Lhose
that had the
trouble of my upbringing ? Great part of an ordinary life time is gone by: and here am I, poor
trifler, still sojourning. . .
He wrote No. 2o when he was in London for the first time; No. 21 was written
3
to Leigh Hunt, and No. 22 refers to

[N
the complete failure of the famous S /
“Sartor Resartus ” :— /@ %(Jrn_ ’ ‘; ‘f { 5'2"" =

.. I am writing wothing ; reading, above
'ﬂl things, my old Hoemer. . . . Fancy me as
reading il you see me, then must auother scene %UJ
open.—(The ** Homer " is that from which No. 2
has been taken.) . . . as for the unhappy Sarfor,

none can detest him more than my present self.
There are some ten pages rightly fwsed and

No. 20.—Written July 3, :824. Age 28.20. During Carlyle’s first
visit to London. (Reduced facsimile.)

harmonious ; the rest

/L(A‘u Lﬁv& %‘( is only welded, or even

agglomerated, and may

M WI‘\M 1) J&_,_, “MI t(.') AM‘ ;G«J M m lﬂ\fini‘.llro.\\'n to the

F{”( . K [Cat-l)'h;’s work,

. ;ﬂr],z‘./ w‘{‘ 9 At ) i) “ Sartor Resartus,”

" l V' LA i appeared originally in
No 2r.—Written November 20, 1832, Age 36-37. Part of a letter to Leigh Hunt. F"“”’”‘j:f_ Magazine,

vols. viii.—x., 1833-34.

It was a dead failure, and letters poured in to the publisher countermanding subscriptions umll Carlyle

should be removed from the pages of the magazine. Two persons, Ralph Waldo Emerson and another, wrote

to praise the work, but it was for a while doomed to failure. Recently, Mr. Frederick Chapman informed me that

114,000 copies of )

one edition only

of this work had a\p\u NMW ‘-w.& ‘MW‘JQ"

been printed hy )

his firm during : 1, (v My tan A T Mo Mane Imtaent Ak,

1871 — 1894.—]. w T wes W’”\ j'_v____ ' “'1 M’

H. S.] i w whannm K Td » o

E[;s < LHV‘ L]
In No. 23 e s < h“ bt
Carlyle wrote : ,,dju o e W@ tad “Uj L Hmn " “u s

a .tr;ll‘ghli'ilﬁmlilill;s AL LTl @ o7 Liiof o Sasale: 9 Cad e
of lath after all, No. 22.—Written April 18, 1834. Age 38-39. Part of a letter to Leigh Hunt.

for my life here

these three years has been sore and stern, almost frightful, nothing but Eternity beyond it in which seemed

any peace. DPerhaps better days are new beginning. God be thanked we can still do without such ; still,
and always, if it be so. Esperons!

S vl be @ Tughoh Koy of lalk by ol i oot 10 e - il

dear 'laCk; {{T;'ctab DBich }\'n'hl mcli;l

- WAaACKE . i are ol SOUTS »

'n"b J‘-l-qﬂ-' )'u)' b'l"?  Log M lee M W 1»““ m?}':(lz;irlm}_} alts].f:]’it see r\)‘;_:u‘;hir}

No. 23.—Written May 30, 1837. Age 41-42. To his brother John. there is a margin left. Aufl ewig
(Yours ever), T. C.

This letter was addressed “ Dr. Carlyle, Countess of Clare’s, Poste Restante, Rome.”
There zas a “ margin left,” on which Carlyle wrote, in tiny letters, “ Excuse this mean end of
aletter. . . . 1 will do better next time. ~Adieu, Dear Brother, T. C.” The four sides of a
large sheet of paper are covered with writing, which is also neatly squeezed into the margins.

When Carlyle wrote No. 24, he also wrote :—

. The lectures terminated quite triumphantly, . . . there was applauding, complimenteering, &c., &c.,
and a money result of near £300 left in the hands of a man heartily glad to shrink back into his hole
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No. 24.—Written July 17, 1338, Age 42-43.  When Carlyle was lecturing in London. (Reduced facsimile.)

again. . . . If dire famine drive me, I must even lecture ; but not otherwise. . . . Freedom under the
blue sky: ah me, with a bit of brown bread, and peace and pepticity to eat it with: #7s for my money

. before all the “glory ™ of Portman Square or
| mu.n.; Titke of the Wark, or Nurber of the M. wented. |u-| Place. | Data. the Solar System itself !

‘,3 04 [JIM ey 063.7‘ l/ __The “Jane” here mentioned was

T'homas Carlyle’s wife.

The reading-room ticket shown in
No. 25 is interesting. Dr. Richard

L Garnett, of the British Museum, ascer-
(Date) ) 1. C%fa tained the year of this ticket, and

| (Signature), . ’ F
| Please ta res remh ro]umeof:he Catalogue toits place, as soon as done with. recently showed me the small reading-
No. 25.—Written April 27, 1830, Age 43-44. A PBritish Museum o, ; SA A
reading- mom UCL‘.I {Reduced facsimile.) room (l‘l()“ Ll(]SCd to thC pl.lhll(..) “h"r(“

Carlyle wrote it, and where he was
“obliged to sit on the top of a ladder ” when reading—owing to the then scanty accommodation.
No. 26 explains itself. In letter No. 27 Carlyle wrote :—
One thing struck me much in this Macaulay, his theory of -
Liberal Government. He considers Reform to mean a judicious ‘9' 1 !! N
combining of those that have any money to keep down those manl %J w
that have none. * Hun-
ger” among the great - - ! !}‘.
man is frremediable, he "] " lz! e y WO wie e ‘ = hp’t
says. That the pigs be —— EJ_.H'LR. L ‘Z <

taught, etc.

No. 28 is from a ! Py i A 7 ﬂ’
splendid letter to L 3 - Can 1‘
- T .
hlh' wife. No. 20 was No. 26.—Written August 2, 183 3G, Age 43-44.  Carlyle’s “ French Revolution” was published in
written to brother 1837, and a second edition in 183g.
John, the doctor :—
. If you do good to the poor patient, why should you not be content? It is to be doimg good.
Few people can certainly say of themselves so much. The maost are but consuming victual ; a malefaction
and theft if there be not work returned for it, in the shape of fmprovement to some man or thing !

%LLM, l,f.ur,&;rw&},,mjc
‘M:W«&hhﬁ&»mwm
e»b{,_ WM.QD Wzmreqm
»ﬁ([‘ h..ﬂ-f&-m M“MW--’}‘W‘

No. 2z7.—Written July 24, 1840. Age 44-45. Froma letter adversely criticising Lord Macaulay's political writings.

But space is very much too limited, and I can give only a scanty account of many of
the selected passages, etc., from these unpub-

lished letters. The originals of Nos. 30 and 31
are of great interest, and No. 32 is from a closely
written three-page letter sent by Carlyle to his
publishers on behalf of a poor lad who went to

Xo. 28.—Written in August, 1840. Age 44-45. Froma gt . ;
letter to his wife: . .. Have your earthquakes done ;  solicit his ]l(:]p z the letter ends : “So stands it
and the house all ready for me to begin work at my in our Scotch Psalm BOOk; and, rea]ly, it is a

return,”

A o Deas Jack C"‘a"‘-v, Pal:zuu. MM

No. 2g.—Written  September 5, 1840,
Age 44-45. To his brother John, the No. jo.—Written January 12, 1841.  Age 45-46. A “syllable of
doctor. salutation ” to hrotht.r John.
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great truth.” No. 33 is from a letter to

Carlyle’s mother, which narrates the advice he

gave to “those red-hot Irish Repealers,” who ; ' :

had just visited Carlyle at Chelsea: * They

are all ready for ‘insurrection,” for *death, No, 3t.—Written May 17, 1842.  Age 46-47. From an agree-
etc., ete. I strongly advised them to make T"‘ﬁ]:r‘\;:ih.m\.?ﬁilf\??,'r’iﬂuﬁ i il ol e publcain o
'1;:,unral insurrection against the Dewvil first

of all, and see what came of that! . .. " No. 34 is the signature from the receipt for
A 300 for the first edition of “Oliver Cromwell.” On May 21, 1844, Carlyle wrote to a

himd & b U waee Dot Koot bz Dz
: No. 33.—Written April 28, 1845, Age

cku_b-a-vf Ueary C‘:vL cutdef ; o e
% LV‘J \l’&i (\.Wd QCEW‘/ No. 34.—Written January 7, 1846,

A\Ln From the receipt for £300
No. 32.—Written \I'\uh 20, 1844. Age 48-49. Froma l:.ntr written to aid for the first edition of the * L. etters and
a raw, respectable- l<.r-1.l|\ g Scotch lad.” Speeches of Oliver Cromwell.”

collector who possessed one of Cromwell's letters, asking for a copy of it: “If it be of any
length, I will come to the Museum, or send ; for at any rate I must have a copy. . . . The
punctuation I should like to have exact. . . .7 The great attention given by Carlyle to his
own punctuation affords good evidence of his thoroughness and care. No. 35 must go

va‘b‘vﬂ..‘[' of Pe ESL P W S v

-
No, 35.—Written June 14, 1847. Age 51-52. From a letter which refers to Carlyle’s “ History of
the French Revolution.”

without notice ; No. 36 is the end of a letter, in /L{M Qﬂwﬂ-‘ﬂ—ﬁ‘ﬂ,’

which Carlyle wrote :—
Mr. Bosworth tells me that the Book Sartor Resartus
has been quite out of print for a month past, and that 7

W€
‘/‘Lu‘,dh_‘ h‘rm’f.;_. ﬂ"’o [ Q'J) No. 6—\\mten August 31, 1848, Age 52-53.

About ** Sartor Resartus.” (See text.)

He Gt Bs Cnj a0 b o) e frod b i e,

course in vain. . . .
As many *“ editions”

MJ“ ’u. ﬁ.«? pr w‘f&?[’ M e G;ua Qﬂ, as you like of it, and

of all the others,
In 1894, no fewer

. , L]

.hu_ Gy Caun el-ﬂ.«uu_ aud ke tep %J L‘/‘- than 5,000 copies
of “the Book Sar-
for Resartus” were
printed—of one

‘7‘ edition only.
: No. 37 speaks for

No. 37.—Written January 23, 1845. Age 53-54- Itself, and I pass l}y
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Nos. 38 and 39. The next one was written to John Ruskin :
““What a pleasant human evening we had. Fweore to

Written November 13, 1851, ti—T. L, z = = i ¥ x .
Froo the raceipt for Lroo. Here, in No. 41, are Carlyle’s original instructions about
ot edition of the “Life of the title of his * Life of Frederick the Great” : * Friedric/,
always used in the Text, is his right name (just as ¢ Louis’
instead of * Zezeds” in a French name, but it occasions a jar on our common habits;
and with ¢ Frederic the Great’ would perhaps be unintelligible.  You might say Friedrich

Mg bl [£750 ey | o e o) - cliedi) 1
alE‘SK’m:,}Wurru Cof s w[ﬂ_&d“%

-—— e ——— . ,_.__._—--"-—'-—'—--.___,._._._._.
o ]

re the =
Sterling.”

-%;.L_Ft._,__ Cectue | — Qul U2 S AR By,
G e T apirt— 144

i '

No. 30.—Written July 19, 1852, Age 56-57.  This relates to a ““ cheap edition” of * Heroes,'

II called the Great, King of, &c.—I leave it with Robson and you.” What an instance of
Carlyle’s minute care—which all his handwriting throughout his life shows so prominently.
Thomas Carlyle, like many another famous man, knew the great value of “zm infinite

W a {;g«.%q...d_ ’q"“"“*qr'ir" (,J i-f—-v. ‘%IA’C.

No. go.—Written in about 1854. Age 58-50. From a letter to John Ruskin.

capacity for taking pains” with his work. Every figure in this pageant of a book * has
his own proper visage, stamped indelibly with the expression it bore as he flitted across
this earth.” No. 42 is worth notice. At the end of No. 43 Carlyle wrote: ¢ Let him

Pl o v e ATt/
L i Agme (o &0 Lo’
-36) -{Lz_t‘%’»:, v P e
LT owtn e fie & o Coom
\wln' , ._r«.:] M‘cww W Gk
Dl hw‘h(!;-.swt Mor, Wil .y
Frionic b T etk Mo Guool 2 o Y - -
I B GH Pas_. & 5

No. 41.—Written November 13, 1857. Age 61-62. A pencil “note” anlumm g instructions
about the title of Carlyle's ** Life of Frederick the Great.

3

come down to me in person “—the Aim was the unfortu-
nate man who had “made a botch” of some of Carlyle’s

work. It is interesting to notice in this bit of gesture [
how Carlyle’s gust of temper gave an unwonted emphasis N, .. writeen September 18, iBs8.

and extension to the final strokes of some of the words Age 62-63. From the receipt for £1,050 for the
here show N g : ; Al ofte first f_leon of Vols. i. and ii, of ** Frederick
were shown (No. 43). Just as an angry man will often ihe Grear
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Resg Mot
'»1 W&&( 7 "4-—4-{4 ol/

No. 43.—Written February 6, 1865. Age fig-70. Froma htm— of complaint. ** Raging sonsense
is m: inly w h at I make of it.”

temporarily abate some of his restraint of speech, so does he show a like intemperance

when he makes written gesture at the moment when passion is leading him. No. 44 shows
the signs of brcakmg up of a man, whose hand afterwards became more tremulous. It

111#( Quyat.t C-‘- _CQ(&L-
No. 44.—Written August 4, 1865, Age 6g-70. From a letter to his brother James.
is pleasant to read No. 45, and No. 46 shows increasing infirmity. No. 47 is taken from
the fly-leaf of “The Early Kings of Norway: also an essay on the Portraits of John
ﬁ?o 111’)“11’:1; {:I'w’mdni.,/lml WK'V
e, d"‘ﬁ"‘_‘j 4 ATH ag's

AT g Dty ¥ e g
o ] Gt
Chilyea 23 e 1871 bl:

No. 45.—Written January 23, 1871. Age 7

From Vol. i. of a coraplete set of his works w !nn.'h \u 46 —Written’ March 2, 1874,
Carlyle presented to Frederick Chapman, Esq. 8-79. Endorsement on 1 P ill
{Reduced facsimile.) fol _67

Knox,” by Thomas Carlyle. At this date, and prior to 1875, Carlyle wrote with much
difficulty, and usually with a blue pencil ; the broken lines were then traced over with
a pen by another hand.  This specimen has not been touched.
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1 t: } & No. 47.— \\ ritten in blue pencil, May 5, 1875. Age 70 From the fly-leaf of a
book given to Mrs. Alexandér Carlyle (nde M “‘} C'ld}'b Aitken.)
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I end this series of facsimiles with one from a letter written at an advanced age by
Margaret Aitken C,arl}lc the mother of Thomas. She never forgot him-—nor did he
ever forget his “own old mother.” The Book-Plate shown in No. 49 is the Book-

No. 43.—End of a letter written to Carlyle
by his mother in May, 1846, when she was of # .4 /
o

advanced age.

Plate of a brave and honest man—who has left to
us the evidence of his written gesture—who was never
inflated by the success brought to him by his genius :
who did kind and generous deeds in the dark, and
who had-—always ready—scornful words for the quack
and the pretender, and kind acts for the needy: who
was once absurdly accused of vaunting truth and
honesty for the sake of the effect to be gained by the ;
vaunt, but who was as sincere a lover of truth and No. 49.—Thomas Carlyle’s Bock-Plate : from
honesty as ever lived ; who fought against the depres- ¢ 5y Tmer” used by hime whiewachayi (bes
sion caused by ill-health, and indelibly and for time

stamped his mark— Z%omas Carivle—upon the thinking world ; who curbed as best he
could his fitful gusts of irritation and temper, and who was a true, simple, and kindly man
in thought and act—this is the Book-Plate of Thomas Carlyle.

Note.—l thank, for the loan of most valuable letters, those owners or guardians of Carlyle letters, etc., who have enabled me
to prepare this unique collection. Mrs. Alexander Carlyle (#ée Mary C. Aitken), the niece, secretary, and faithful friend of
Thomas Carlyle ; Mr. Frederick Chapman-—Carlyle’s ** worthy and ever obliging Publisher” ; Dr. Richard Garnett and Mr.
Francis B. Bickley, of the British Museum ; Mr. Samuel Davey, the Editor of the Archivist, 47, Great Russell Street, W.C. ;
Messrs, Noel (_.onwag." autograph dealers, of som, New blreet Birmingham ; Professor I\lrk;u:rn_L Secretary of Senalu-a
Edinburgh University ; Mr. Hugh A, Webster, Librarian, and Mr. Thomas Gilbert, Clerk to the Senatus, Edinburg! Umver.suy 4
Sir Edward Strachey, Bart., of Sutton Court, Bristol; Mr. William Brown, 26 Princes Street, Edinburgh, and Mr. R, C
Robertson, of that city; Mr William Duncan, B.A., Recror of Annan Amdemy, who undertook inquiries for me at the
Dumfriesshire town where Carlyle went #o school Mr., _Io'hn Waller, autograph dealer, of 2, Artesian Road, Westbourne Grove, W. ;
and Professor J. A. Froude, who informed me of an interesting fact, which I quote from his letter, dated June 27th, 18g4: “,
More than fifty years ago John Sterling showed me a letter w hich he had just received from Carlyle, whom I had then never seen.
I made some remark about it, on which Sterling observed : ‘ No doubt there is a physiognomy in everything that we do.” . . ." It
is curious that all these men, Froude, Sterling, and Carl)[e (see No. 16), should have noticed that handwriting contains :-lp.:lh of
character—signs that are set out in Handwriting and Expression (Kegan Paul, l}?z) and which the curious reader may investigate
in the complete collection of Carlyle’s handwriting that has now been given.—].





