Fac-simile of the Notes of a Speech by Joln Bright.

THIS 1110111.h we present our readers with a curiosity—the fuc-simile notes of John Bright's famous speech

on Women's Suffrage, in

the House of Comnions, April 26, 1876. Mr. ], A, Bright, M.P., to whose kindness

we owe them, believes that no others by his f.nhu are L\Lml so that the interest uf the present is unigue.
To allow the reader to compare the speech, as spoken, with the not tes, we add an abstract of the Zimes report

next morum z.

MR, BRIGHT said it was
with extreme reluctance’
that he took part in this
debate. . . . The Bill
seemed to him based on a
proposition which was un-
tenable, and which, he
thought, was contradicted
by universal experience.
(Cheers.) In fact,it was
a Bill based on the as-
sumed hostility between
the sexes, (Hear.) . .
Men were represented as
ruling even to the length .
ol tyranny, and women
were represented as suf-
fering injustice even to
the length of very de-
grading slavery. (Hear.)
. This was not said of
woimen in savage nations,
I)ut it was said of women
ingeneral inthis civilised
and Christian country in
which they lived. If he
looked at the population
of this country, that
which struck him more
than almostanything else
was this—that at this
moment there were mil-
lions of men at work,
sacrificing and giving up
their leisure to a life of
sustained hardship, con-
[ronting peril in every
shape, for the sake of the
sustenance, and the com-
fort and the happiness
of women and children.
(Cheers.) ... Theavowed
object of this Bill was to
enable the women of this
country to defend them-
selves against a Parlia-
ment of men. (Hear.) .
There might be II‘.IJUSLI(L
with regurd to the laws
which affected the pro-
perty of married women ;
but was there no injustice
in the laws which alfected
the property of men? 11ad
younger sons no right to
complain ¢ (A laugh.)
But there was an-
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tion. He would take the
%est1ol1 of punishment.

here could be no douht
whatever that, as regards
the question of punish-
ment, there was much
greater moderation  or
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mercy dealt out to women
than to men. (Hear)
... Inall cases of punish-
ment judges and juries
were always more lenient
in disposition to women
than they were to men.
He wou{d. point out to
some of those ladies who
were so excited on this
matter, that in cases of
breach of promise of mar-
riage the advantage on
their side seemed to Le
enormous, (Laughterand
cheers,) ... They al-
most always got a verdict,
and very often, he was
satisfied, when they ought
not to have got it
(Laughter.) .. . Women
servants.were not taxed,
:I.l'll.l men servants were
taxed. . . . There was
an argument which teld
with many, and that was
the argument ol equal
rights. . .. He supposed
the country had a right
to determine how it
would
whether by one, by few,
or by many. Honourable
members told us that un-
less this Bill passed we
should have a class dis-

contented. . . . But Lpeﬂfw&hq

great mistake was in
arguing that women were
a class. (Hear.) Nothing
could be more monstrous
orabsurd than to describe
women as a class, They

were not like the class #q

ol agricullural labourers
or factory workers. Who
were so near the hearts
of the legislators of this
country as the members
of their own families ?
(Cheers.) Itwasa scan-
dalous and odious libel
o say women were a
class, and were therefore
excluded from our sym-
pathy, and Parliament
could do no justice in
regard tothem, (Cheers.)

Unfortunately for
those who argued about
political wrongs, the
measure excluded by far
the greatest proportion
of women — viz., those
who, if there were any

special qualification required for an elector, might be
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matter. . . . Last year he saw a letter, signed “ A
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said to be specially qualified. It excluded married
women, though they were generally older, more
informed, and had greater interests af stake. Then
itwas said that the Bill was an instalment, that it
was one step in the emancipation of women.

If that were so, it was very odd that those most
concerned in the Bill did not appear to be aware of it,
because last year there was a great dispute on that

Married Claimant of the Franchise,” in a newspaper,
who "said that a married woman could not claim to
vote as a householder, but why should she not pay
her husband a sum for her lodgings, so as to entitle
her to cltim the lodger franchise ? (Laughter.) ... 1
that Bill passed, how would they contend against [urther
claims ?  (Hear, hear.) . . . And what were they to

- sy to those women who were to have votes until they
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married 2 The mo-
ment the woman
householder  came
out of church or
chapel as a wife her
vote would vanish,
and her husband
would become the
elector. (A laugh.)
It seemed to him
that if they passed
that Bill and went
no further, what Mr.
Mill called ¥ the sub-
jection of women”
was decreed by the
very measure in-
tended to enfranchise
them, and by the
very women, and the
very party in that
House, who were in
favour of that Bill.
(lle'nr hear.) Then
again, if all men
being householders
had a right to be
elected,on what prin-
ciple were women
not also to have a
right to be elected ?
(Hear, hear.) Those
who opposed that
Bill had a right to
ask these questions,
and to have an an-
swer to them. If
they were to travel
that path, let them
know how far they
were going, and to
what it led. 10
they grantcd " hat
every woman, mar-
ried or unmarried,
was to have a vote,
the hon, member frJl
Lincolnshire had re-
ferred to \\h 1t would
happen in  every
house where there
was a double vote.
IT the husband and
wife agreed, it would
mlke no difference
in the result of the
election ; but if they
disagreed, it would
possibly  introduce
discord into every
family ; and if there
were  discord  be-
tween man and wife,
there would certainly
be discord between
the children.
peculiar kind of kno
they paid for their ¢

THE STRA .'{'/.) MAGAZINE,
=
e k 1
2"/&&5&1/&4‘. Q%d&. zc“ { ! '"k;‘,é

&&u—‘«.&; 5/&; 721/(., I'M ,(._,g‘_-‘ %-7&

Z’Mnd bwt}ué.‘a Aptsces /:uﬁu Claric 1

JZ»ML ”“44“69 %ﬁﬁueﬁfua 2
Jhole fﬁ: f/wa.m,. 4%&@5% b

YA 1 ll & cleak - & w Gpucdly b CR il

Integl- 1k Tons. furliney . bdo hte ontris Bt S

e Y

.jf Ehavd 2 fu, - doow fuu & ko dun SEgy

-mm pm/d: 61/{10«@ Inbled - W
Y Mae A e Gpee Inbee oty . « %o Lesndd,

eSrnEn—

-J tf'v‘//bh- Dkdﬂ_) Lu &/zv Anida - & g‘-‘gf“’m}

/W Leayy fvalle gy, ritlicloial AeeSrie,

Skide Hewey ~I4ley - DMJM« 4 L' blivd 6cd m
Chmmmayp

Vaéhwu{ KW( f%i ch4,,,,4n¢..1 1

i‘j ¥4 Htrunti Juld) {TUhekw Wﬁa 4 bnaff,
JAMM;M@&WA-@MM.
Sta Bng . Msadégt Threhely Ietuar -

MM‘M’"‘Y"‘A"‘ — S

. In that House they had one  been some instances of it, ever since the Municipal

wledge—namely, of the penaliies  Act gave them votes. e knew a place in his neigh-
onstitutional frecdnm ... Was  bourhood where scenes of the most shocking kind

it desirable to introduce their mothers, wives, sisters had occurred, . . . In another borough in L'II'I(. ishire,
and daughters to the excitement, the tulmml, and, i aldn election, \\:)mcn—b\, the hundred, he was told—
might he the \c? humiliation \\hlch seemed in every but in great numlJL rs—were seen Lln.mk and disgraced
tountr_\ to attend a system of Parliamentary repre- under the temptation offered them in the fierceness
sentation ¢ (He ir, hear.) Women were more likely  and unserupulousness of a political contest. . . . The

to be tainted in that

way than men were, There had  hon.member for Warwickshire had referred to priestly
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influence. On that
he would only say
that the influence of
the priest, the par-
son, and the minister
would be greatly
raised if that Bill
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were passed. (Hear, mznszs
hear.) Well,
they were asked to
make that great
change and to incur

all those risks—for
what? To arm the
women of this coun-
try against the men

of this country—to 2 i Coda
defend them against fz M e JJ(&. "w ";k/kd"l{ﬂ-u) .
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brothers, and their
sons, To him the
idea had in it some-
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thing strange and
monstrous ; and he
thought that a more
baseless case had
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never been submitied
to the House of
Commons.,  (Hear,

hear.) If all men
and women voted,
the general result
must be the same;
for,byan unalterable
natural law, strength
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was stronger than
weakness, and in the
end, by an absolute
necessity, men must
prevail. Heregretted
that there should
be any measure in
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favour of extended
suffrage to which he
could not give his
support ; but women
would lose much of
what was best in
what they now pos-
sessed, and they
would gain no good
of any sort, by
mingling in the con-
tests of the polling-
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booths, He should
vote for that measure
il he
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it with perfect hon-
esty, believing that
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in so doing he
should most serve the
interests of women
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themselves.
the Bill last year, in a conversation with him the next
day, told him that he had very great doubts in the
matter, for he found wherever he went that all the best
women seemed to be against the measure. (Laughter
and cheers.) If the House believed that they could
not legislate justly for their mothers, their wives, their

sisters, and their daughters, the House might abdicate, .

and mwht pass that Bill. But he helieved that Parlia-

An Imnmlm]:le mcmhcl who voted lor

ment could not, unless it were in ignorance, be other-
wise than just to the women of this country, with
whom they were so intimately allied ; and with that
conviction, and having these doubts—which were
stronger even than he had been able to express—doubts
also which had only become strengthened the more he
had considered the subjeci—he was obliged—differing
from many of those whom he cared for and loved—to
give his opposition to that Bill.
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