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ELEVEN OR NONE.

By MALCOLM DOUGLAS.

A KINDLY looking gentleman one day accosted me:
“ Do you know any one who wants eleven dogs?” asked he.
* They ’re so gentle and so good
That [ 'd keep them if I could,
But [ really can’t gratify their appetite for food.”

I told him I’d take one, but he slowly shook his

head ;

wanted o#e,” he said,

person who wants one

on his way.

“There are many who have told me that they

“ But I 've such a tender heart
That 1 could n’t bear to part
Eleven little doggies all so loving in their sport!

“ They would soon pine for cach other, and the

Must either take the family or be content with none!
¢ Impossible !’ you say?
Then I ‘1l bid you a good-day,”
And, followed by his many pets, he sauntered

OUR LARGEST FRIENDS.

By JOoHN LEWEES.

FEw persons will deny that an elephant is as
large a friend as any of us can expect to have.
There is but one other living creature that is
larger than an elephant, and that is a whale; but,
on account of the peculiarity of his residence, it
would be difficult for any one to keep company
with a live whale long enough to form a lasting
friendship. Even Jonah and his whale staid to-
gether only three days, and, after that, it is quite
certain that they never met again.

But strong friendships have been formed be-
tween elephants and men, and it is on this account

that T call these great beasts our largest friends.
And who could chide a person on good terms with
an elephant for boasting that he had an extensive
acquaintance ?

At the present time of writing there is no animal,
not domestic, which occupies so prominent a posi-
tion before the public as the elephant; and the
great interest which is now taken in these ani-
mals is probably due to the fact that we have
some extraordinary specimens of them among us.
One of the most remarkable of these is the baby
elephant recently born in this country. This
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little animal, not higher than a table, is certainly
the most amusing and interesting creature of its
kind that I ever saw. He is very frisky and play-
ful, and trots about on his stumpy little legs in a
way that is very surprising to those who have al-
ways considered elephants among the steadiest
and most solemn creatures in the world. The
fact that, with the exception of being ever so much
smaller, he is exactly like a full-grown elephant,
makes him all the more interesting and peculiar.
In color and proportions he resembles a full-sized
elephant looked at through the wrong end of a
telescope. If he should never grow any larger
than he is now, he would be the most valuable
elephant in the world.

Another very noticeable elephant is the great
beast Jumbo, recently brought from England to this
country. This is one of the very largest animals of
his kind ; and although he has been a long time in
captivity, he is occasionally very difficult to manage,
and, until recently, there was only one man who
was able to control him. Most of us know what an
undertaking it was to bring him to this country.
It was necessary to put him into a great box, as
strong as iron and wood could make it, which was
hoisted on board of a ship, and in this way
Jumbo was brought across the ocean.

It is very unusual to hayve such trouble in trans-
porting elephants from place to place; for, al-
though I have classed them among the animals
that are not domestic, it is generally quite easy to
train and tame them. I suppose, in some coun-
tries where they are extensively used as beasts of
burden and for other purposes, they may be said
to be domesticated. But, after all, an elephant,
however kind and gentle he may be, is not the
sort of animal we would like to have about our
houses, like a cat or dog.

Most of us are so familiar with elephants, which
we frequently see in menageries and circuses, and
which are generally so gentle and docile, obeying
the slightest word or sign of their keepers, that
we are accustomed to look upon them as the most
peaceable and quiet, as well as the slowest and
most awkward animals on the face of the earth. It
is therefore difficult sometimes to imagine what an
active and often terrible fellow an elephant is in
his native wilds. He can run very rapidly, and
when his temper is aroused there is no more savage
creature to be found. Sometimes two of these pon-
derous beasts, who have imagined themselves in-
sulted or injured in some way, or, from their natural
viciousness, feel inclined to vent their bad temper
upon any animal they may meet, join themselves
together, and range forest and plain in search of a
victim. It would be a terrible thing indeed, to
meet a pair of such elephants on murderous

thoughts intent, for it would be almost impossible
for any man . to defend himself against two such
assailants. With one of the heavy rifles used in
elephant-hunting, a steady eye, and an unflinch-
ing soul, it might be possible to stop the onward
progress of one such mass of savage fury. Butif
two creatures of the kind should be met, there
would be no safety but in a very high tree with a
very thick trunk.

Apart from man, there is no animal that can suc-
cessfully combat with a full-grown elephant. The
largest tiger can be crushed beneath his feet or
knees. His great tusks can be driven even into
the body of a rhinoceros; and, although a savage
enemy may spring upon his back, and keep out of
the way of his elastic and powerful trunk, it is not
easy for even the fiercest tiger to make much of an
impression upon his thick hide and enormous body.

Sometimes, indeed, when attacked by two ani-
mals at once, such as a lion and a lioness, who
surprise him at his favorite drinking-place, an ele-
phant may be thrown into a state of considerable
agitation. In such a case, he would feel very much
as a boy would who should be attacked by two
hornets, for the teeth and claws of the lion and
lioness would inflict painful wounds; but, if he
were not able to throw off his antagonists, so as to
pierce them with his tusks or trample them with
his feet, he would soon feel as the boy would if a-hor-
net had got down his back, and his impulse would
doubtless be tc rush into deep water, where he
could breathe with nothing but his trunk in the
air, but where his enemies would have to swim
ashore, or be drowned ; and they might be obliged
to swim away with much alacrity, for it would
doubtless please the elephant as much to seize a
swimming lion with his trunk and hold his head
under water, as it would please the boy to clap his
hat over a half-drowned hornet and help him to
sink.

In warm countries the borders of rivers are
favorite places for hunters, whether they be men
or animals, to wait and watch for their game or
prey; and when a herd of elephants approaches
one of these drinking-places it is customary for the
leader to go on ahead, and if, when he reaches the
edge of the water, he perceives or suspects the
presence of enemies, he throws up his trunk and
loudly trumpets an alarm. His companions then
halt, and the whole band retreats, unless it is
thought better to stand and make a fight. If the
latter plan is determined upon, it is quite certain
that the affair will be well managed and carried on
with spirit, for the elephant is endowed with good
sense as well as courage.

But if the enemies lying in wait happen to be
hunters, armed with murderous rifles, it is probable
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that several of the huge animals will soon lie life-
less on the sands, and that their tusks will be
carried away to make billiard-balls and piano-keys.

Considering the elephant as a fighting animal,
we should not forget to include his trunk among
his weapons of offense and defense. With his
powerful and sinuous trunk, which the elephant

uses for so many and such different purposes, he
can seize almost any animal and hurl it to the
ground. But wily and savage creatures, such as
tigers, almost always attack an elephant in the
rear, and spring upon some part of him which he
cannot reach with his trunk. It is not likely, how-
ever, that lions and tigers often attack elephants,
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them the heavy loads which they were often
obliged to carry from place to place.

One day, several of the men saw the leader of
the herd of elephants standing in the shade of a
clump of trees, and they went to him to talk
upon this subject. They told him of the diffi-
culty they had in taking journeys with their
wives and children, especially in the rainy sca-
son, when the ground was wet and muddy, and
explained to him how hard it was for them to
carry loads of provisions and other things from
one village to another.

“Now, twenty of these loads,” said the spokes-
man of the men, “would be nothing for one
of you to carry; and if one of us, and all his
family, and even some of his household goods,
were upon your great back, you could walk off
with ease. Now, what we wish to propose to
you is this: If some of your herd will consent
to carry us when we wish to make a journey,
and to bear about our heavy goods for us, we
will give you grass, rice, and banyan-leaves and
melons from our gardens, and such other things
as may be proper, for your services. By this
arrangement both sides will be benefited.”

HEAD OF INDIAN ELEPHANT.

present day. You may
have noticed that the hind
legs of these animals bend
forward like the legs of a
man, while the hind legs
of nearly all other quad-
rupeds bend out backward.
In the ‘days of which this
allegory tells, the ele-
phant’s hind legs were
formed in the same way :
they bent out backward
like the legs of a dog, a
horse, or a cow. The
people in that part of the
country where thesc ele-
phants lived had no beasts
of burden, or wagons, or
carts, and they often
thought what an excellent
thing it would be if the
great, strong eclephants
would carry them and their

families about on their
broad backs, or bear for

VoL. 1X.—54.

HEAD OF AFRICAN ELEPHANT,
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The elephant listened with great attention, and
when the man had finished speaking he replied :

““Melons are very tempting, for these we seldom
find in the forest, and fresh leaves from the luxuri-
ant banyans which grow about your houses are
highly attractive to elephants; but, in spite of the
inducements you offer, there are objections to
the plan you propose which will, I fear, prevent it
from being carried out. If, for instance, one of
your families wished to get upon my back, or if
you desired to place a heavy load thereon, it would
be necessary for me to lie down, would n’t it ?”

*Oh, yes,” said the man. * Our women and
children could never climb up to your back while
you are standing, and we could not reach high
enough to place loads upon it unless you should
lie down.”

““There comes in the difficulty,” said the ele-
phant. ““Our bodies are so large and heavy that
when we lie down it is as much as we can do to
get up.  Indeed, most of us prefer to sleep leaning
against a tree, because when we lie down at night
we often find in the morning that it is almost im-
possible for us to rise. Now, if we find it difficult
to get up from the ground when we have nothing
but ourselves to lift, it is quite plain that we could
not rise at all if we had a load upon our backs.
That is clear to your mind, is it not?”

“Yes,” said the man, rather ruefully. “I sec
that what you say is true. You would be of no
service to us if you could not get up after we had
placed our loads upon your backs.”

And he and his fellows returned sadly to their
village.

But some of the people, when they heard this
story, were not willing to give up the matter so
easily. There was a witch of great wisdom who
lived in the neighborhood, and they went and con-
sulted her. She considered the matter for three
days and nights, and then she told them that, if
they would give her twenty pots of rice and a
bronze gong, she would make it all right. The
twenty pots of rice and the bronze gong were
speedily brought to her; and that night, when the
elephants were all fast asleep, she went to the
place where they were lying on the ground, or

leaning against the trees, and bewitched them.
She managed her witcheries in such a way that
the hind legs of the elephants all bent inward in-
stead of outward, as they had done before.

When the head elephant awoke and walked
from under the tree against which he had been
leaning, he was very much surprised at the change
in his gait. He shuffled along in a very different
way from that in which he had always walked
before.

I feel as if I were all shoulders,” he said to
his wife.

* And well you may,” said she, “for your hind
legs bend forward, exactly like your fore legs.”

““And so do yours!” he cried, in utter amaze-
ment.

The elephants who were lying down were awak-
ened by this loud conversation, and, noticing that
many of their companions were moving about in a
very strange way, thought it would be a good idea
to get up and see what was the matter. To their
astonishment they arose with great ease. Their
hind legs were bent under their heavy bodies, and
they were cnabled to lift themselves up with what
seemed to them no trouble at all.

When all this was made known to the men of
the village, they immediately urged upon the head
elephant that he and his companions should enter
into their service. An elephant was thereupon or-
dered by his chief to lie down and be loaded, and
when the men had tied an immense number of
packages upon his back, he arose with apparent
ease and shambled away.

There being now no possible objection to an
elephant becoming a beast of burden, these great
animals began to enter into the service of man.
But many of them did not fancy labor, no matter
how able they might be to perform it, and these
separated from the main herd and scattered them-
selves over various parts of Asia and Africa, where
their descendants are still found.

As has been said before, it is quite likely that
this story may not be true; but still the facts
remain that the elephant’s hind legs bend forward
just like his fore legs, and that he shambles along
very much as if he were all shoulders.




