EDITOR’S TABLE.

EDITORTIAL CHIT-CHAT.

WoMEN A8 GoveryyeNT CLERRS.—IE s said that several
of the women-clerks in the varions departinents in Wash-
ington ave to be, or have been, discharged. It cannot he
for incompetency, for women can copy documents with as
much facility as men; and are equally at home with ae-
connts when they have been well educated. That they
are at their work as early and as late is supposable, and
as seldom asking excuse for absence.

Where must we look, then, for the reasons for this cut-
ting off? Mrs. Bwisshelm, the pioneer on the question of
Woman's Rights, so called, has given her ideas on the
subject, in a long and well written article in one of the
Washington papers, and we think she is peculiarly happy
in her arguments.

Men, she says, do not earry the graces and the dress of
the parlor or the ball-room into the counnting-room, or
office. Women, she is sorry to say, too often do. We can
testify to the truth of the assertion—having seen women
claborately crinolined and water-falled, if we may uso the
expression, mounting the Treasury-steps, displaying their
richest dresses, and their most fascinating smiles to all
within the circle of their aftractions.

It might not answer to dilate upon the consequences of
these things. Possibly some weak-headed clerks are ren-
dered dilatory in their Tmsiness; perhaps there are silly
flirtations going on now and then. The ladies may expect
to be svaifed npon; and the gentlemen, aceustomed as all
American men are to show deferonce to the other sex, (all
honor to them for it,) are drawn from their duties to escort
them, perhaps to hold the umbrella in o rain-storm, and
in numberless ways to treat them, not as fellow-clerks, but
as parlor ladies.

Mrs. Swisshelm s right.

Women should go to their
daily daties with no thought but how best to perform
them. Elaborate toilets are out of place in government
offices, or in the store; and, to our mind, & dress got up
golely with regard to the display it makes, and the sensa-
tion it creates, only shows that its wearer is weak-headed,
if not wrong-hearted.

Another trial is, that the many have to suffer for the
few in such cases: One flirt, ono giggler, one dashing be-
curled and berouged woman, may do enough mischief to
gpoil the prosperity of & dozen of the sisterhiood. We think
our women, in the main, have right notions of propriety—
of the fitness of things. Some of the women-clerks in
Washington are the widows and daughters of soldiers, who
have Inid down their lives for their country—women who
have neither the heart nor the means to make show-figures
of themselves; and we trust that a true diserimination will
be made, and those who know and respect all the needs of
their position. will still retain the offices that Government
has allotted to them. There should be, and we trust thers
are, no mean jealousies on the part of men better fitted
to pursne more laborions occnpations. Those handsome,
warm, and attractive offices, as many of them are, should
be equally open to the women of our land, who ave fully
competent to perform.the required dutics. Tt should he
one of the duties of Government to provide for and foster
those who cannot so casily care for themselves, All honor
to the country that guards equally, from the miscries of
poverty, her gons and her danghters.

Apmrroxs o Crups.—Additions may be made to clubs
for % Peterson™ at the price paid by the rest of the club.
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Lany's Nigur-DRess witn Revers—Among the Wood-
engravings, in the front of this number, is a pattern for a
lady’s night-dress with revers. To make this garment,

 take four and a half yards of long-cloth; two and three-

quarters yards of insertion; and three yards of scalloped

embroidery. The front is pleated on each side upon the

Hanld il

5, and or with revers of the same mate-
rial, stitched all round and trimmed with insertion and
embroidery. The narrow collar and euffs are trimmed to
mateh. Thera are two and one-third widths of long-cloth,
which, after being joined, shonld be sloped from the bottom
to the top.

Hoors For raE YouNs.—Lee & Shepard, Boston, have
lately published several excellent hooks for the young;
among them, *The Yankee Middy,” by Oliver Optic;
“Fairy Book,” by Sophie May; and “Dotty Dimple,” by
the same author. Both of these latter belong to the
“Little Purdy Series” A. Williams & Co., Boston, have
published “Millicent Halford,” by Martha Remick, a story
of Kentucky in the first year of the late war. Tomlinson
Brothers, Chicago, have published “TLuke Darrell,” u tale
of a Chicago newsboy. These books are all neatly printed.

Murss are made now of such small dimensions, that it
will soon be impossibile to find roomn for the handsin them.
Velvet mufls are especially little. A black velvet muf,
bordered with ermine, is now worn with every description
of toilet, three bands being placed around each muil. Dark
rad velvet muffs are more original than the black velvet
ongs, and they are trimmed with bands of Canadian sablo
with long tails. Red velvet, like black, can bo worn with
almost every eolored dress, nt such a muif is only in good
taste with a very elegant toilet.

Ay Arrer¥ooy Dress has just come out in Paris, made
of black and blue striped satin, without any trimming
upon the skirt, but with a tunie or second skirt made of
blue-velvet, opening in front, and simply trimmed with
emall rouleanr of blue satin, The bodice, which was en-
iirely of blue-yvelvet, was cut in one picce with this tunic.
At the top of the slecves there was a small velvet frill
Bound with satin, and underneath the frill a tight sleeve,
made with the striped blue and bine satin.

DressiNG THE HATR—Whatever fashion may be in vogue,
the darker shades of hair should be dressed as smooth and
made to look as glossy as possible; whilst on the other
hand, the fair and golden locks should be opened up and
dressed a8 lightly and zephyr-like as possible. Curl and
flowing wave, not “crimps,” catehing the rays of light, are
the peculiar attractions of light hair.

Boorcss, for the present, for both in-door and morming
dresses, are worn high and plain, just as they have
heen during the last eighteen months; the cont-sleeve
remains unaltered, exceépt that it is cot narrower and
closer to the arm; the epaulets have given place to mere
shoulder-straps, and even the cuffs, in several instances,
aro abolished,

Dresses 18 PARIS are made with decidedly narrower and
shorter skirts than have been seen for many years.

Waeraen Mors fulse Jewelry or more fal=o hair is worn
at the present day would be a curious question to solye.





