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Redesdale, on a foray into Teviotdale ; and on the 3rd of
October, 1523, Surrey wrote from Neweastle to Cardinal
Wolsey that he knew, by men of the country, but nct as
yet by the captains, that both Fenwick and Heron had
made *‘very good rodes,” having gotten much inside
gear, cattle, horses, and prisoners, and returned without
loss. Whereupon King James V. of Seotland, writing to
Henry VIIL, complains that the greatest of all the
“agtempts ” that had been made against his lieges during
the whole war had been committed upon the Middle
Marches by certain of Henry's lieges of the surnames of
Dodd, Charlton, and Milburn, under the leadership of
Sir Ralph Fenwick, who had come within the grounds
of Teviotdale, reft and spoiled sundry goods, murdered
five men, and left others in peril of death.
SIR RALPH FENWICK IN TYNEDALE.

On this occasion, Sir Ralph Fenwick led a willing
army against the hereditary foe; but, as has happened
to other great leaders, his supporters were soon arrayed
against him. Not ten months alterwards, he was once
more in North Tynedale, on an altogether different
errand. This time it was to apprehend William Ridley,
who had been concerned in the murder of the chief of
the Featherstonbaughs in South Tynedale. He had
with him a force of eighty horsemen, and appears to
have taken up his quarters in the tower of Tarsett.
The North Tynedale men had no goodwill to his bemg
there. Ridley, bemg an outlaw, was of course deeply
sympathised with by them. So William Charlton,
of Bellingham, who had two hundred stalwart retainers,
“pound and bodily sworn upon a book always
to take his part,” assembled part of them dib-
gently, set upon Sir Ralph, hindered him of his
purpose of attacking Ridley, and chased him out of
the district, *‘to his great reproach.” But the in-
sult thus offered to the king’s majesty, in the
person of Sir Ralph Fenwick, was speedily avenged by
Tord Dacre, who seized the person of William Charlton,
and also tool, at & wedding party where he was present,
Roger Charlton, his brother, and Thomas Charlton, of the
Careteth, *‘by whom all the inhabitants were governed,
led, and ready at their commandment,” Dacre, in his
report of this affair, deseribes these three as pledge-
breakers, and receivers of the stolen goods procured by
the other marauders; and he advises that they should be
forthwith judged and executed, as they doubtless were.

THE ROBSONS.

Tmmediately after the seizure of these ‘‘headsmen,”
T.ord Dacre commanded the inhabitants of Tynedale to
meet him the next Sunday in Bellingham Church. The
Robsons, however, one of the surnames, held out, and
would not give pledges ; whereupon his lordship sent out
a party that night, and seized four of the surname, and
among them Robert Robson, the fourth headsman, whom
he at once, and for the terrifying of the others, executed
on the spot. Wirrtam BROCKIE.

The Totir and Port of
Sunlerland.

= UNDERLAND, a port of great renown, and
{| amongst the Registrar-General’s twenty
largest towns, is. after all, if we are to speak
strictly, one of the least of places. It covers
no more than 2104 acres. Almost the whole of the
great town popularly known as Sunderland is really
Bishopwearmouth ; but the municipal borough also
includes the townships of Monkwearmouth and Monk-
wearmouth Shore, whilst the parliamentary boundary
takes in the township of Southwick. Toall this Sunder-
land preper bears but a very small proportion. Withous
seeking to be minutely accurate, it may suffice to say that

the river Wear on the north, Sans Street and Nwmnbers
Garth on the west, Coronation Street and Adelaide FPlace
on the south, and the sea on the east, are the boundaries
of the ancient township of Sunderland. If it were
possible to ** beat the boundaries"—which it is not, since
they pass through many private houses and other inac-
cessible places—the whole cireuit could be traversed in a
journey of about two miles. But whilst confining our-
selves to the southern side of the river, we must include
Bishopwearmouth in our present conception of Sundet-
land.

Bishopwearmonth emerges from the dim shades of
antiquity in the will of King Athelstan, who died in 940.
He says, **I give to St. Cuthbert (meaning thereby the
bishop and monks then established at Chester-le-Street),
the delightful town of South Wearmouth, with its appen-
dices, that is Weston (Westoe), Offerton, Silksworth, the
two Ryhopes, Burden, Seaham, Seaton, Dalton, Dalden,
and Heselden, which places the malignity of evil men
long ago stole from St. Cuthbert.” That Sunderland is
not mentioned in this enumeration of the appurtenances
of Bishopwearmouth shows, I think, that it had then
no distinct existence. Indeed, it is not till we reach the
twelith century that we meet with any certain mention
of it, and possibly not by name even then. There is a
Sunderland mentioned in Bishop Pudsey’s great survey
the Boldon Buke, which, from a reference to a mill-dam, T
am strongly disposed to identify with Sunderland-by-the-
Bridge, near Croxdale, There also we may probably
seele for that Slmdeﬂ:\tld wherein a woman, named
Sierith, was freed from o fever which troubled her twice
every day, by the good offices of the Saint of Finchale,
as we are told in Reginuld’s ‘*Life and Miracles of St.
Godric.” Even in the important charter granted by
Pudsey, between 1163 and 1186, to the burgesses of
Wearmouth, which implies in some of its grants the then
existence of an important port, Sunderland is not men-
tioned. When, in the next century, we come to the
charter of Henry I1L., we still find that Sunderland is not
pamed. The earliest employment of the name Sunder-
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land which I have met with that can with certainty le
identified with the Wearside port occurs in a monetary
account of the year 1311, wherein Bishop Bek’s receiver
renders a statement of the sums he had received from the
fee farms of the boroughs of Darlington, A uckland
Gateshead, Wearmouth, Sunderland, and Stockton. In
1354 we find Bishop Hatfield leasing the borough of
Sunderland, with its fisheries, to Richard de Hedworth
for a period of twenty years, at an annnal rent of 20s. A
long series of similar leases follows.

During the civil wars of Charles I. Sunderland was n
place of considerable importance. Whilst Newcastle was
garrisoned by the Royahsts, Sunderland was held by the
Parliamentarians, whence they sallied forth to the battle
of Boldon Hill. Surtees bas preserved a fragment of
what he calls ‘“‘a genuine Sandgate ballad,” which
evidently alludes to the opposing military attitudes of the
great boroughs of the Tyne and Wear.

Rxde thruu%h Sandgate both up and down,

There you’ll see the gallants fighting for the crown ;
All the cull cuckolds in Sunderland town,
‘With all the bontiy bluecaps, eannot pull them down.

Sunderland possesses few objects of antiquarian in-
terest. The old church of Bishopwearmouth was almost
totally destroyed in 1806, when the present edifice was
built. Of the older structure the local historians tell us
“* the architecture was supposed to be as old as the days
of Athelstan®; but such fragments as remain are not
earlier than the thirteenth century, and from Hutchin-
son’s description it is clear that no part was much older.
In the immediate vicinity of the church is a large open
space, still known as “*The Green.”
the primitive vill of South Wearmonth gathered. The
green was an indispensable feature of every village settle-
ment ; but in most cases, as the village developed into a

Round this green

town, this space beeawme too valuable to be allowed to re-
main unoccupied. Bishopwearmouth is fortunate in still
retaining this interesting remnant of its earliest times,
which also, I rejoice to add, yet retains its greenness.

The parish church of Sunderland is neither an ancient
nor a modern edifice, It was built in the days of Queen
Anne, and is a genuine example of the church architee-
ture of that period. It does not occupy the site of any
earlier edifice, for Sunderland itself was only made a
parish by Act of Parliament in 1719, It is a large brick
structure, and retains almost all its original fittings,
amongst which are the royal arms and those of Bishop
Crewe. A more gloomy and depressing interior it would
be hard to find.

The Town Moor of Sunderland must not be forgotten
—formerly an open green space, of about seventy acres,
at the east end of the town, whereon the burgesses and
stallingers had the privilege of stints, and whereon, too,
at one time, annual races were held. The rights of the
burgesses and stallingers were a repeated and fruitful
cause of litigation. But the moor, at least so far as
its stints are concerned, is now a thing of the past; and
though a large part of it ¥et remainz an open space—the
especial freehold of the juvenile footballers and cricketers
of the neighbourhood—scarcely a patch of grass is left.

Of modern Sunderland strangers are often led to form
a very unfavourable impression. A guide book, which is
generally considered authoritative, gives the following
deseription :—* Sunderland ranks high among British
seaports, but the whole town is black and gloomy in the
extreme, and the atmosphere iz so filled with smoke
that blue sky is seldom seen, especially in the lower
part of the town, which consists for the most part
of a mass of small, dingy houses, crowded together,
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intersected by lanes rather than streets.
Dirt is the distinctive feature. Earth, air,
and water are alike black and filthy.” It is
needless for me to say that this account is
libellous. Without claiming that Sunder-
land is in any sense Arcadian, or even that .
1t is one of the most desirable places in
England for residence, it is yet fair to say
that sunshine penetrates 1ts skies as fre-
quently as it does those of most towns of
its size; that some of its streets are broad,
well formed, and clean, and that iv has
ood shops, pleasant suburbs, and hundreds
of excellent houses. Of other advantages
I shall speak presently. Some years ago I
was travelling to the North. One of the
oceupants of the same carriage was a
Yorkshireman. whose home was in the
West Riding. He was a victim of asthma.
He was on his way to Sunderland, where,
he told me, he had spent a few weeks in
every year for many years past. The air of
Sunderland did him more good, he assured
e, than the air of Scarboruugh, Seuthporr,
or Buxton.

"The prineipal street of Sunderland is the
High Street, which stretches in a waved
line from near the parish church of Bishop-
wearmouth, almost to the docks at the east
end of the town—a distance of more than
amile. Itseems hard to realize that not
more than a century ago part of this strees
was still a country road, bounded by green
hedgerows. Hutchinson, writing about
the year 1785, speaks of the ground which
borders High Street being **now eagerly
sought after by persons of opulence and
trade, who have arranged handsome villas
on each side of the road, so that in a few
years the buildings of these places will
meet.” Where are those handsome villas
now? Two of our engravings are views in
High Street.. One of these, “Upper High
Street,” shows the best and busiest part of
the thoroughfare. The spectator is looking
westward, and a little before him, on the
right, Bridge Street brauches off, leading
by the famous Sunderland Bridge to the
neighbouring town of Monkwearmouth, and
to the roads to Shieldsand Newcastle. Our
second view of the same street, *‘Lower
High Street,” depicts a more shady neigh-
bourhood, 3 neighbourhood which grows
more shady still as we go forward in
the direction in which we are looking.
The building on our left, with the arcade
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of open arches, is the old Exchange, built in 1813, and
now used as a Seamen’s Institute, whilst the street
which branches off on the same side a little further
away—Bodlewell Lane—leads down to a long, narrow,
unsavoury thoroughfare, known, not inappropriately,
as “‘Low Street.” Eastward this street terminates at
the commencement of the Quay, parts of which used
to be designated Custom House Quay, Ettrick’s Quay,
and Bowes's Quay, but the whole of which is now
known generally as the “South Quay.” On the land
side of the Cluay there are a few quaint old buildings,
and views may be got, looking seaward, which are
worthy of the artist’s attention. A view of the Quay,
as seen from the river, forms one of our illustrations.

Our last engraving is a view of the stairs which lead
down to the Bodlewell Ferry. Two ferries are still main-
tained at Sunderland, but they have lost their ancien’
importance. Before the erection of Sunderland Bridge
they were of course the only means of transit across the
river. We find, as early as 1153, the Bishop of Durham
receiving a rent for a grant of the exclusive right of ferrv
over the river at Wearmouth. An unexpired lease of the
same kind, beld by one of the Ettricks of High Barnes,
was purchased from the lessee by the commissioners of
the new bridge in 1795.

Sunderland is as well abreast of the spirit of modern
progress as any town in the North. It has not only a
public park, a public conservatory, and a public library,
but also a well kept and well arranged public museum
and art gallery. It has even stolen a march upon the city
of the Tyne and got a new Town Hall. But Sunderland
has one advantage which Newcastle can never attain.
Scarcely more than a mile from the bridge is the charm-
ing little sea-side village of Roker, with promenade and
sands and park of its own. There, after his day’s labour
is over, the artizan can spend his summer’s evening with
his children. Roker is, of course, a delightful resort for
the whole populace of Sunderland and the district, but I
always think of it as especially a blessing for the toilers
and the poor. J. R. BorLe, F.S.A,

Wlew of Mark 'Toiyt Towe and
Thoeed.

By Richard @elford.

The flathaniel Glligons.

NATHANIEL BELLISON, D.D., 1656-1721.

HE first of the local family of Ellison who
bore the name of Nathaniel was the seventh
son of Robert Ellison, M.P., and his wife
Elizabeth, sister of William Gray, author

of the **Chorographia.” At what school he received his

preliminary education has not been ascertained. The

Rev. E. Hussey Adamson supposes that he would
become a pupil in the flourishing free grammar school
of his native town, to the oversight of which Amor
Oxley, sequestrated from the head-mastership in 1645 for
devotion to the Crown, had recently been re-appointed.
Possibly, too, the literary uncle rendered useful assist-
ance, imparting to the lad that passion for books and
devotion to local history which characterised his man-
hood and old age.

Howsoever that may have been, the young man,
destined for the Church, was sent in due course to
Oxford and entered at St. Edmund’s Hall. He was
alected (June 22, 1677) on two years’ probation, scholar
of Corpus Christi College, the authorities there relaxing
their rule as to age, and admitting him after he was
nineteen, as they had done but once, a hundred years
before, in the case of **the judicious” Hooker. On the
22nd February, 1678-79, according to Anthony Wood,
he was admitted to the degree of M.A., and soon after-
wards, Dr. Wood, Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry,
who had married a sister of Sir James Clavering, of
Axwell, made him one of his chaplains, and conferred
upon him the Avchdeaconry of Stafiord, with a prebend’s
stall in Lichfield Cathedral.

Local preferment came in due course, though not in
so pleasant and approved a manner as was desirable.
The Rev. John Mareh, royalist vicar of Newcastle,
conceived that he had the right of bestowing as he
pleased the morning lectureship of All Saints’ Church,

and on the 2nd of November, 1686, he gave it to Mr.

Ellison. Some heat was engendered by the vicar's
proceeding, for it had always been considered that the
Corporation, who provided the income of the lecturer,
had the right to nowinate him. In a warm controversy
Letween Viear March and Dr. James Welwood respecting
a sermon in which the former had affirmed the duty of
passive obedience and non-resistance, Mr. Ellison's
appointment was one of the barbs which the doctor
launched at his irate clerical antagonist. It may be
questioned whether, if the nominee of the vicar had not
been an Ellison, the Corporation would not have showed
But having no
objection to the man appointed, they overlooked the
method of his appuintment, and while Mr, March lived
they took no formal step to visit upon him their dis-
pleasure. The very day after he died (December 3, 1692),
they met and issued an order to stop the stipend of £80
per annum which they contributed to the vicar's income,
“and not to pay to it any future vicar upon any
pretence or account whatsoever.” Subject to this
reduction of income, Leonard Welstead became viear;

their resentment in a tangible form.

but his tenare of office was unusually brief. He died
on the 13th November, 1694, and Bishop Smith of
Carlisle conferred the living upon Mr. Ellison.

To mark their satisfaction at the election of a towns-
man to the highest ecclesiastical position amongst them,



