“true Oriental style.

I found the same dead and decaying look, the same

Aloors, with nearly a million inhabitants, 600 great
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fast T hirved a guide and wenb ont to explove the cify.

stagnation, as at Toledo. Tf is scarcely possible to be-
liave that this was the large and beantiful cily of the

mosques, 4000 minarets, and 900 public baths. Making
every allowance for exaggeration, it must have been a
magnificent city. There are now only abount 85,000
inhabitants—mnot a public work, or the least si gn of
industry ; and, were it not for the great: mosqne, which
is now their cathedral—an unvivalled specimen of Moorish
art, taste, and magnificence—there is not another object
in the town that is worth a day’s detention. This great
building must cover, with the gavden or eeurt-yard, ten
acres of ground. Tt is divided info long and transverse
aisles, with marble, porphyry, and jasper eclamns, from
which there spring double arches. These colnmns attest
the antiguity of the materials ab least, for many ave
evidently the remains of Roman temples of an early
date: scarcely two are alike; and, to make them fb the
elevation, some are sunk in the ground, and others have
an additional hlock fo raise the capital. Here you may
wander all day in the eoel shade, seeing new objects at
every turn, and reading, mentally, the history of this
strange eity for more than two thonsand years, with the
material ovidences befora you. Round the fonr side
aisles-are about forty altars, with some good piciures
and a great many daubs, and any amount of bronze and
gilding, which is net in keeping with the Moorish
wrehitecture avonnd. Tn the centye of the baildin o they
have raised a chapel and choir in the extravagant style
of Charles ¥, or a sovb of venaissance run mad, with
gilding and ornament. In one of the side altars the
heautiful arabesque of the Moors is skill retained in all
its pristine sin:_iplicit.y and riehly blended colours. ‘This
was the Mihvab, or vegess in which the Eovan was kept.
In the onter court is still the heantifal garden of oyange
and palm trees and fountains, in which the Moors
delighted, and which they understood so well how fo
cultivate. Ascend the Giralda, or great tower, and
take a view of the country round.

I have referrved to the palace, church, and prison of the
Inquisition ab Valladolid. Cordova had also its feast of
human sufferings, ““to make a Roman holiday,” The
Aleazar, once the magnificent palace of the Moorish kings,
became the residence and prison of the Inquisition. This
building lies outside the fown, and, but for the 8800~
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tions connected with its history, we might pass it with-
outi notice ; but it is one of the land-marks that indicate |
the ruin and downfall of Spain, I think it was Philip 11, |
in thé midst of his cruel persecution, that exelaimed, |
* Better have no subjects than rule over heretics,” One
is inclined to reverse this maxim, and say, “ Befter have

no subjects than the poor, indolent, bigoted, and slayish
remnant, a pitifal wreck of mind and matter, which he
and bis immediate successors have left hehind them.
Round the building are suspended in festoons the chains
of the captives delivered from the “Infidel Moors.” The |
cloisters of the convent, which are still in good preser- |
vation, ave magnificent specimens of the elaborate Gothic
of the fifteenth century, with their high pointed arches,
rich carvings, figures, and niche-work. The garden of
the old convent is now overrun with weeds, and the
surrounding scene is one of decay and desolation.
Malking the circuit of' the city, I found, ag in Toledo,
a number of the old Moorish quadrangular houges, the
gavden of frnib trees, and fountain in the centre, in the
There is sbill 2 portion of the old
Moorish wall standing, and a few of the mosques ave
turned into Christian places of worship. But here the
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Mosque Cathedral forms the greab ohject of attraction.
There must have been upwards of twenty priests offi-
ciating at the alfars the second morning I visited the
place. They had no congregation, with the exception
of a few old women, and they did not seem to pay them
any attention. [Ench one, if I may use a profane ex-
pression, seemed to he working on his own hook.

These Cordovese should have been sun-worghippers;
for as soon as they have mumbled over the morning
sevviee, and had theiv late breakfast, they ave off to the
alamedas and plazas with a southern aspect. There
they siti in their mantles, basking in the solar rays,
wibhout a book or even a newspaper, moving about or
sitting on the stone henches, and looking the picture of
vacancy. Lay and clerical ave all snn-worshippers, as
if there were no ecall for their efforts in this world. I
confesz T have some sympathy with their love of out-
door enjoyment. The warm, genial sun ab this season,
and the bright blne sky, would draw forth the severest
anchorite from his cell to worship at this glorious shrine.
‘When yon have seen the old Roman hridge, and the Dorie
gate, called Roman, but of the period of Philip 11, there is
scarcely anything else to detain yon, It is very disap-
pointing to have all your reading gnd early romance
dispelled in a few honrs, and to see before you such a
pieture of deselation. During the progperons and active
period of the Moors, there were in Cordeva three handi-
erafts alone-—viz., dressers of Morocco skins and other
leathers; workersin silver and filigree, and transcribers of
scientific books, who amounted fo nearly as many as the
present population of that ¢ity. An Arab writer of thab
period says, “This city and its subnrbs is six miles by
twenty. This great space is covered with honses, palaces,
mosques, and gardens spread alone the banks of the
Guadalquiver. Tn all the west there is no ciby compared
to if, either for pepulation, extent, mavkets, religious
edifices, or number of baths and inns.” This was the
Cordova of the Moors; whab the Ausfrio-Spanish sove-
reigns, the chivalry of the court, and the aufo de f¢ of
the Inquisition has made if, is one of the saddest chap-
ters in Spanish history.

THE MINT.

Iy a recens number (p. 193, No. 848), we gave the coin-
age of the Minb for the year 1866, in gold, silver, and

{ copper.* During the year 1867 no gold coin was issued,

a fact unprecedented in the history of the Mint. It was
thonght, after the panic of 1366, that more money wonld

| be required, but so far from this being the case, nob

only was there no eall for gold, but the demand for
gilver coins was remarkably diminished, as if the Mint
sharved in the general dulness and depression of all trade
and manufacture. An article in the “Times,” veferring
to this, contained some curious statements,} which we
extract for the amusement of our readers :

Theve is a popular notion that any one taking gold,

* Giold, £5,076,676; Silver, £493,416 ; Copper, £30,624,
t The *‘Pimes” miticle describes the eoncentration of the warions
mints—London, Chester, Wincheater, York—in one office in the Tewer,

where the works were carvied on till the erection of the present building .

in 1806. 1Ifisthen stated that: “Since 1805, the New Mint has heen the
sole coining centre for the Brifish empire, where nob only all the ¢oins,
from farthings fo ponnds, are gtrngk, bot wheore all commemoration
medals and deeorations awarded by the Government are made.” By
“* the British Empire” is here meant the British Islands only; for Im-
perial mints exist in the colonies, and in all three Indian presidencies,
The Caleutte people are rather prond of telling that their Mint Master,
Colonel Forbes, of the Bengzal Engineers, was depnted, about twenty
years ago, by permission of the Conrt of Divectors, to come to England
to crganise the new machinery then introduced at the London Miut,
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silver, ov copper to the Mint can have it ab once made
into an equal weight of pounds, shillings, or pence, and
this at one time as the fact. Bub it is nob so now, ex-
cept with respect to gold. Time was when silver plate
and bars of copper, gold ornaments, and gold trinkets
used to be left for coinage. Now, however, the practice
has sunk into desuetude, for the Minf is not bound to
return coin for bullion in less than twenty days, and nob
now bound to take private consignments of silyer or
copper at all.  People find it mneh more advantageous
to dispose of their metals through the ordinary metal
and bnllion agents, vho pay on the spof, and from these
again the bullion agents of the Mint buy, according as
silver or copper is needed. The Act of the Mint still
binds them to take gold from any who bring it to them
in coin, though, as a rule, these transactions are done
through the Bank of England, which, of conrse, has fo
buy gold in ingots, dust, bars, or foreign coin, and which
either sends it to the Mint for its own purposes, or sells
it-to the Mint as it may be wanted. As a fact, how-
ever, any one taking gold to the Mint can have it made
into sovereigns, and the country hears the whole ex-
pense of the coinage. The very last private application
which was made to the Mint came from Mr. Peabody,
who senb aboub £10,000 of old gold of all kinds fo he
made into sovereions. This was the only application
of the kind that has been made for years past. Ttis 2
singnlar fact that, for the first time in the history of the
Mint, not & single sovereign was sbruck theve during
the whole of last year, nor has one yet been struck there
during this. During nearly fifieen months, in fact, nof
a pound sterling in gold has been added fo the currency
of the kingdom. It was thonght after the panic of
1866, that the Mint would have to eoin more money;
but the very reverse has been the case. The Mint itself
is suffering from the depression which has for a time
overtaken all trades and occupations. 'The demand there
now is not for pounds, but for shillings and sixpences,
and even af the manufacture of these the men are only
working half-time, and at little more than half wages.
Before proceeding to describe how the money itself
js manufactured, it may not be out; of place fo say a few
words as to how currencies die ont, and how certain
coins ave popular or nnpopular for years. The guinea
and the half-crown were always popular; the five-shil-
ling piece, the florin, and the fourpenny piece were
always unpopular. The gunines was first coined in
Charles 11's reign, and derived its name from the Gninea
Company, which used sometimes to stamp on it the
elephant, as symbolical of its Afriean origin. The
guinea was so popular that its successor, the sovereign,
was for a long time looked on with dislike. Tt may
surprise the reader to hear that any coins of the realm
were ever looked on with disfavour, but the records of
the Mint show that the public are ag fastidions in their
¢oins as in their food; and there are some which are
regarded with such dislike that the public will not take
them till they see they can get no others. TIn this way
the coinage of guineas was stopped, and the sovereign
forced upon the public, who have now taken to it very
kindly indeed. But this has not been the case with
either the five-shilling or fourpenny pieces. The former
were old institutions of long standing unpopularity.
Many, even in the simplest retail transactions, refused to
receive them. Bub they were drviven ount of circulation
by the bankevs, who senf: to the Mint for silver, and the
employers, who sent fo their banks for silver, both of
whom so constantly stipulated against taking five-shil-
ling pieces that they remained on the hands of the Mint.
Yet about £2,000 worth of these coing are made every
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year to go to the Falkland Islands. Theve the whalers,
Tinglish, Germang, Swedes, and Americans, assemble to
pass the winter in harbour, and among them the only
accepted emrrency is the English five-shilling piece ;
for them, therefore, it is manufaciured, and fo the Faik-
land Tslands it is sent. This neble eoin, therefore—hy
far the handsomest in oupr enrrency—is now no longer
issued in this conntry, and swill soon become as much &
thing of the past as guineas, The fourpenny piece,
which was introdnesd for the first time in 1836, has
always heen so unpopular that its coinage has been dis-
continued, and for the last twelye years nofi one has been
struck, The favonrite half-erown, too, has gone the
game way, thongh not without a struggle for ibs reten-
tion on the part of bankers and empleyers, who took a
grent aversion to the flovin,  Bat it was useless coining
two-shilling pieces and two-and-sixpenny pieces ab the
same time, so the labter have been discontinued, and
now only flovins, shillings, sixpences, and threepenny-
pieces are strnck. What are called the garter sove-
reigns, the lion shillings, the rose, thistle, and sham-
rock shillings have all nearly disappeared from circula-
tion, not only hecause they come into the Minb and are
vemelted andreissned in & moremodern guise, but becanse
from their scareity there is a belief or kind of general
notion that & sorh of “Inck™ attaches to them; so they
ave kept to an extent that has made good impressions
very scarce indepd, and when they do appear the clean-
ness and shavpness of their ontline show at once how
little they have heen in civenlagion, A enrious illustra-
tion of this may he found even so vecently as in the
history of florins. The firsh issue of these were small
in size, and the nsual letters F. D. had to he omitted
from their cirenmference, A sort of profiest was raised
against this coinage, which ab once yeceived the name
of the “graceless flarin.” Public attention was thus
divected to them ; they were kept as specimens, and
thongh 750,000 were issued, hardly any ave in civenla-
tion, and none ave veturned to the Mint.

The amount of damage sustained by spurions eoinage
ig very small. There are only a yery few coiners or
“gmashers " in London, and as fhey haye to manufacture
hy hand—thab is to say, to cast each piece sepavately in
plaster monlds, and afterwards electrotype it—the pro-~
cess is very slow, and is enbirely limited to the silyer
coinage, and more especially the florin and the shil-
ling. Coiners never make money to pass themselves.
They make if; and sell it in dozens to these willing to
nndertake the risk of palming it off on the unwary;
and the price of these connterfeits is in exact propor-
tion to the visk ineurred in passing them. Thus, counter-
feit florins of the best class cosh as muchas 12s. a dozen,
and the hest class of shillings Gs. a dozen; and these
coing, unless minntely examined, wounld be taken off-
hand by any one. On the other hand, shillings can ba
gob as low as 2s, a dozen, and common floring for 3s. a
dozen. The “smashers” are a peculiar set of rogues,
ghe number of whom has not much inereaged or dimi-
nished for the last fifty years. There isa kind of “cufler’s
law * among them, never to tell from whom they buy the
coin, though the Mint police would rvather catch one
maker of counterfeit coin than twenty utterers. Only
one formidable attempt against the gold coin was ever
made, and this was some three or fonr years ago. A
party of Germans established themselves secretly ab
Hambnrg, and entered inta a well considered and de-
liberate plan for making English sovereigns. These
conspirators did mop fall info the yulgar error of our
native smashers? in making actnally bad sovereigns.”
They simply pub 2o imuch additionsl wloy inte the pure
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gold as to make its value 17s. instead of 20s. These
adventurers made proper steel dies, erected presses, and
had all the appurtenances for the processes which are
gone through in the Bnglish Mint—in fact, they estab-
lished a private mint at Hamburg. Many thousands of
their sovereigns got into circulation on the continent;
for, in fact, none but the Mint authorities could detect
them except by weight. By this test, however, they
were ab last discovered, the coiners traced, and their
place of business seized.  The chief conspirators escaped,
but all their dies, machines, and a very considerable sum
in pure and adulterated gold fell into the hands of the
Hamburg authorities, so that the speculation, though
boldly conceived and skilfully carried out, was a ruinous
one after all. Not half as many sovereigns were put
into circulation as would pay the first cost of the plant
employed in their manufacture. Yet within the last few
days one of these sovereigns was sent back to the Mint
irom Devonshire, simply on account of its extraordinary
lightness, without apparent wear, and the tests showing
it to be to all appearance standard gold. OF course, at
Tower-hill it was at once recognised and destroyed.
Those who have now and then to pay in sovereigns
at the Bank of England know how often one or two or
more light sovereigns are rejected—that is to say, not
returned, but cub into two or three pieces, 4d., 6d., or
8d., according to the deficiency of the piece, being charged
for the unpleasant process. The popular impression is
that these cut sovereigns go back to the Mint to be re-
melted and recoined. But there are a vast number of
trades in England which requive standard gold for all
sorbs of purposes, and these regularly go to the Bank
to buy these cut sovereigns. The reason is obvious;
few trades use so much gold at once as to require an
ingot, which weighs from 250 to 300 ounces, and
It they did they have seldom the means necessary
to melt it. Bub they can buy the cut sovereigns by the
ounce or the pound, and though as coins they may have
been light, yet as mefal they are known to be pure. In
this manner, between the gilding and porcelain trades,
an immense amount of gold is annually absorbed. The
porcelain trade alone takes nearly £50,000 worth of gold
ayear, and between gilding and porcelain the annual con-
sumption of England and France is estimated at not less
than 40,000 ounces, which is lost to currency for ever.

CHARACTERISTIC LETTERS.
COMMUNICATED BY THE AUTHOR OF *"MEX I HAVE KNOWN.”
JAMES SHERIDAN KNOWLES.

Or the impulsive in the poetical temperament I have
said something in the introduction to the Ettrick Shep-
herd, and, what was characteristic of the Scottish min-
strel, was true of the Irish bard Knowles who had a
dash of the impetuousness native to his country. In
earlier fimes, when ill-received by a Bath audience in
the performance of the Hunchback in his own play, he
next morning called on his friend Abbott, to shake, as
he said, the dust off his feet against the City of the Sun,
and bid him farewell. He was resolved that “no Bath
idiots should have another opportunity to affront him.,”
Abbott in vain endeavoured to persuadehim to stop. “No,
my deax fellow ; nothing on earth could induceme. No,
no. I'm off by the first coach. Can I take any letters
for you#” “Where are you going ?” innocently asked
the good-humoured Abhott. “I don’t know yet,” was

the reply.

Bnt how the scene was changed, as years stole over
the head of the gifted dramatist. The fervour of his
mind developed in a new direction ; and, as is well known
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from his publications, he became devoutly religious. I
venture upon no comment, but offer the following letter
in his later period, before his final exit from the stage of
life, as one of the most striking and characteristic that
ever could be written.

| Leisure Hour, June 1, 1865,

Port Bannatyne, Bute,
30 July, 1849.

My pear JErDAN,—I am indebted, and deeply, to the delay
that has enriched me with so kind a letter. Did not I know
that you loved old Knowles?

Indeed, dear friend, it was of the cause that I thought more
than of myself. I thank God I think less about myself every
day.

I am just concluding a reply to Dr. Wiseman’s first lecture
on the dogma of transubstantiation, a tissue of sophistry and
execrable logic. But the poor man cannot help it ; he is under
the influence of that strong delusion with which God tells us
that he visits those who do not receive the love of the truth—
his holy word !

Farewell ! —a thousand thanks. You know not how happy
you have made your sincere and much-indebfed friend,

o oo St

I trust to nothing in the eontroversy into which I am enter-
ing but the Word of God. I read no human work upon the
subject, except such as I meet with in the mart of Antichrist.

Ah, Jerdan, I never was so happy as I am now, and yet I
am writing in a fit of the gout. Depend upon it, my friend of
Inany a year, my kind and ever steadfast friend—depend upon
it that a man never begins to live indeed till he lives to die.

Have you lately seen old Forster? Jack, I mean* Ilove old
Jack, though we hardly ever mect but he snubs:ine; yeb he
canwork for me like a Trojan when I require it. None like
him, and no mistake.

In a huge hurry, expecting our morning post the very next
nmoment,

Good bye!

PBARBARA HOFLAND.

Of this popular novelist, poetess, and otherwise cort-
siderable writer, the biographies speak landably, as the
anthor of * Emily (4 vols.) and Beatrice,” and the “ Un-
loved One,” and “The Son of Genius,” and * Tales of
the Priory,” and “ Self-denial,” and “ The Merchant’s
Widow,” and “ Decision,” etc., etc., and which produc-
tions, as genuine pictures of life, ably constructed, and
of excellent moral and social tendency, well merited the
public approbation bestowed upon them. To be sure, this
success was achieved before the jfurore of the sensation
novel was sought and attained. Her poor invention
(though she also published a volume of poems) did not
reach to the creation and building-up of Frankensteins
for her heroes, nor to the conception of heroines endewed
as the Witch of Endor, and ten times more wicked.
Her characters were only human beings, and engaged
in human actions, and she was herself a kindly, good-
nabtured woman, who thought no evil, and delighted in
doing good. She was the wife of Hofland, one of the
sweetest of our landscape painters; and both were
amiable as their occupations.

The following letter was addressed to a literary lady,
and only communicated to me with the view to enlist my
services in the cause, in which, if T remember rightly,
nothing was effected. Thelwall, it may be recollected,
was one of the first and foremost of democratic reformers,

* “Jack,” so called with his familiars, but not the less a heartfelt and
a just compliment paid by the writer to his constant friend, John Forster,
the author of so many admired historical and biographical works., That
I somewhat deserved the similar sentiment expressed to myself, I am
gratified to preserve the memory by stating that, on the death of my
gifted friend I took the liberty of addressing a letter to Mr. William Cow-
per, with whom I had the honour of a slight previous acquaintance,
the result of which was (as he kindly replied to my letter) that he recom-
mended the case to Lord Palmerston, and the widow received the grant
of a pension.




