THE LEISURE HOUR.

It is painful to be told that his sense of the in-
gratitude manifested towards him never left Forbes
till it was buried, two years afterswards (1747), in
the untimely grave to which it hastened him. We
fondly hope that the true religious principles which
animated his whole life, preserved him from any
unbecoming or depressing grief of spivik. Ile
thoronghly understood and believed the greab
truths of revealed religion. His age was the age
of scepticism and specnlative infideliby ; and, in a
small treatise of his, entitled, ¢ Reflections on In-
credulity,” he traces the infidel objections to their
true cause, the pride of intellech in fallen man, and
the alienation of the hewrt from God and holiness.
Bul he does not defend merely the ontworks of
truth, bub distinetly afiivms the early and total fall
of man, and the revelation of what natural religion
aever could have imagined, the possibility of divine
merey ab all, and the method of ibs exertion, by the
substitution of the God-man to suffer in the room
of the gniliy sinwer. He read the Old Testament
in the orviginal language, eight times over, and,
like many pions men of that time, was delighted to
trace, in the sacrifices of the Mosaie dispensation,
and even in the wrelched perversions of similar
rites in hieathen nations, the proof that from the
earliest times God had vevenled the grace of the
new covenant, by institutions which werve to keep
alive, till the fulness of the time, the hopes of the
coming Savipur.

About the year 1812, two large chests and three
sacks full of documents were discovered at Cul-
loden House. A selection was made and published
at the time. There arve vavious lairds, and other
personages, who make but a shabby figure in this
collection ; but the clear hononr and open heart of
him to whom they address themselves iz manifest
inevery page. Noneof his descendants or conntry-
men need to blush for him. _His statue, by Roubi-
line, with i6s earnest logk and sagacious brow, is
conspicnous in the Parliament House at Edinburgh,
to exeite the applause and emulation of fubure
Judges and advocates, and his memory lives in the
admiration of Seotland; a proof that, even since
she ceased fo be a separate kingdom, she has had
at least one statesman whose principles were as
pure as his understanding was enlightened, and
whose concern for his country was never once sus-
pected to be quickened by any regard to his own
power or emolument.

INCENDIARY MICE.

Mice, apbly deseribed by Johnson as being the
 smallest of all beasts—little animals that haunt
houses and corn-fields,” ave msually considered as
being merely mischievous mmisances, whose sole
destractive propensities ave divected aoainst candle-
ends, cheese, and corn, nibbling lhlontrh skirbing-
boards, eupboards, and hoxes, :md other trivial de-
predations.  We shall find, however, by a further
investigation of facts, that mice, pow e'.lc-sa as they
may seem to be of producing evil on a large scale,
may nevertheless cause a large and destructive
loss of property, and even of life.
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We find, by contemporary journals, that in the
bed-room of a certain individual a five is suddenly
found to be raging—an odd eircumstance, consider-
ing that no light or five of any description had been
in thc apartment for some time; but still more odd
was the locality of the five in this cagse—a chest of
drawers, shut and probably Ioclked. The mysterious
nature of the origin of this fire will be best seen by
quoting the account given of it by a local journal
ab the time of its oecenrrence.

“Mr. 1. Lewig, of Broadheath, discovered a fire
in his bedroom a day or two ago, the origin of
which is enveloped in the most profound mystery;
it occurred in a chest of drawers. What renders
it so mysterious is the fact that for many weeks
past there has been no light, or fire of any deserip-
tion, in this apartment. The fire originated in
a chest of drawers, the contents of which (lace,
and some volumes of the *Ilustrated London
News’) were burnt or damaged before the fire was
detected.”

1t svould not be the object of an ordinary incen-
dinvy to burn a few books. A fire lighted in a
drawer, and that drawer subsequently closed, could
but smonlder and smoke, and expire for want
of air to support combustion, This smouldering
might destroy, ag it actually did in this case, the
contents of the drawer, but the Hames would not
extend; the premises would be gafe, for the smoke

engendered wonld be such in quantity and quality

as fo insure early detection.

Now, from this plain statement of a fact, what
can we infer? A five iy discovered: how did if
orviginate? What the green fab ofthe turile is to
the alderman—what enrry and rice ave to the Indian
~—whab fub puppy and kitten pie are to the China-
men—such is phosphorus o the mouse—a decided
laxuvy, an epicurean morgean. Advantage of this
well-known partiality is taken by the commonly
used yermin poison, now extensively sold under
the name of *vermin-destroying paste,” the hasis
and active prineiple of which is phosphorns.  This
is self-evident from its smell, its being lmmninons
in the darl, the manner in which it bumq, and the
phoephoric acid produced by its combustion. A
thin layer of this, spread upon bread-and-buiter,
and pub in the neighbourhobd of its heles, will
lure the unsuspecting mouse from his ordinary
cheese or candle diet to the poisoned and invariably
fatal bait. We have watched its effects: at fivst it
appears to ach as a narcotie, or stupifying ngent; the
mouse walks and stumbles about, unheeding the
presence of man : it seems intoxicated. Death, how-
ever, soon follows ; and upon examining their bodies
a few minntes afterwards, evidence of extensive in-
flammation of the bowels is to be found. We have
seen vats similarly under its influence, and debected
the same post~-mortem appearances.

We will now adduce another fack, as bearing
considerably upon the subject nnder investigation.
Some few yearsago, afire originated in a cupboard,
very mysteriously.  BSafisfactory and conclusive
evidence was given at the time, that no lighted
candle or fire had been in the room for months.
The shelves of tlie cupboard, the floor, and the
ceiling of the room wnderneath were burnt; when,
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fortunately, discovery took place, and the ravages
of the flamnes were stopped. A= we have hefore ex-
plained, had the fire originafed in a closed drawer,
it must soon have heen stifled; bhut the mischief
could extend, and did, to greater len gbhs, in an airy
and large cupboard.  All that was found were the
remains of a luecifer mateh-box, and the ends of a
few burnt matehes. Evidence of the existence of
mumbers of mice was apparent, from the great quan-
tity of the droppings of these little animals.

It is hardly necessary to state that the power of
ready ignition possessed by luecifers is derived,
amongst other things, principally from phospho-
rnsg.  In all probability, the mice endeavoured to
geb ab the contents of the hox, attracted by the
smell of this phosphorus; the friction cansed by
their continued nibbling was sufficient to ignite
the matches; the box, the shelf, the floor would
tfollow ; and hence the catastroplie.

This explanation appears to us to be morve credible
than that of wilful incendiavism, or spontancous
combustion ; for the incendiary aims at more than
the spoiling or destruction of a few books in a
drawer, and all the elements necessary for sponta-
neous combustion are not present in a match-box.

A few words would not he out of place here, to
-cantion our readers ag to the deadly nature of this
poisonous paste, and to impress upon them the
necessity of extreme circumspection as to where they
place this bait. Being usually—as indeed is ordered
in the divections for its use—spread upon thin
bread-and-butter, children would, if they got at it
eab and be poisoned.  Cats, dogs, pigs, and poultry,
would devour it and die.  Nor must we forget that
an animal dying from heing thus poisoned, and
caten by another, would prove equally deleterious
to the latter; in the smmne manuer that partridges,
killed by eatizg wheat soaled in arsenie, would
prove poisonous to man or beast, if eaten.

To the uninitiated we may here observe, that
wheat is usually “dvessed,” as ib is termed, with
arsenic, as a preventive against smut—a diseased
or blighted condition of the grain, by which it is so
blackened as elosely to resemble smut, or goot.  We
have eaten of such black bread, and feel bound fo
confess that it offends the eye morve than the palate.

In the eveub of any animal dying from eating
this paste, bury the carcase; don’t throw it care-
lessly away. We cannot advocate this system of
poisoning vermin, for several reasons. As to the
eruelty of causing a painful and lingering death,
we will say nothing. But—and this is important—
the poisoned animal frequently erawls away to its
hole to die, where its putrefying carcase may in hot
weather be productive of disagreeable effects in the
way of stench; while fever, of a low typhoid and
-exceedingly dangerous nature, is often engendered
by breathing and living in an atmosphere tainted
with decayed animal and vegetable remains.

ENGLISH HEROISM IN INDIA.

‘T'ie vecent terrible strugele in India has served to
bring out, perhaps more prominently than any
previous event in our history, the determined

ENGLISH HEROISM IN INDIA.

energy and self-reliance of the national character.
Although English officialism may often deifs stu-
pidly into gigantic blunders, the men of the nation
generally contrive to work their way out of them
with a heroism almost approaching the sublime. Tn
May, 1857, when the vevolt burst upon India like
a thunder-clap, the British forces had been allowed
to dwindle to their extreme minimum, and were
seattered over a wide extent of country, many of
them in remote eantonments. The Bengal regi-
ments, one after another, rose against their officers,
broke away, and rushed to Delhi. Province after
provinee was lapped in mutiny and rebellion ; and
the ery for help rose from east to west. Bvery-
where the English stood at bay in small detach-
ments, beleaguered and surrounded, apparvently
incapable of resistance. Their discomfiture seemed
so complete, and the utter rnin of the British cause
in India so certain, that it might be said of them
then, as it had been said beforve, #These Lnglish
never know when they ave beaten.”  According to
rule, they ought then and there to have succumbed
to inevitable fate.

While the issue of the mutiny still appeared -
cerbain, Holkar, one of the native prinees, consulted
his astrologer for information. The veply was, “If
all the Buropeans save one are slain, that one will
remain to fight and reconquer.” In their very
darkest momenf—even where, as at Lucknow, a
mere handful of British soldiers, ecivilians, and
women, held out amidst a city and provinee in
arms against them—there was no word of despair,
no thought of surrender. Though cut off from all
communication with their friends for months, and
thiey knew not whether India was lost or beld, they
never ceased to have perfect faith in the courage
and devotedness of their conntrymen, though they
might be afar off; they knew that while a body of
men of English vace held together in Tndia, they
would not be left unheeded to perish. 'They never
dreamt of any other issue but vetrieval of their
misfortune and ultimate trivmph; and if the worst
came to the worst, they could but fall ab their post
and die in the performance of their duty. Need
we remind the reader of the names of Havelock,
Neill, and Outramgmen of each of whom it might
with equal appropriateness be said that he had the
heart of a chevalier, the goul of a believer, and the
temperament of a marfyr. Of all it might be
said that their lives had been spent in the patient
performance of obscure services: but the ounthreak
of the rebellion provided them with the opportunity
of proving fhat each had in him the qualities of a
lievo. Indeed, the same might be =aid of every
private soldier who distingnished himself in that
great struggle.  Desperate thongh the work was
of retrieving this terrible and wide-spread calamity,
there were men found to do it—men whose lives
until then had for the most part been spent in the
performance of mere routine dufies, whose names
had never before been heard of, and who might
have died nuknown but for the oceasion which put
their highest qualities to the proof, as well-bred,
brave-hearted, high-souled Englishmen. In the
course of the struggle which ensued, an amount of
individual energy was displayed of an exiraordinary





