THE LEISURE HOUR.

the impression you seem to entertain with respech
to our best dish.”

And thus a soft answer turned away strife, and
led to *a feast instead of a fight.”

TREMALE BMPLOYMENT.

Tlow to provide larger sources of remunerative
employment for females ig one of the most impor-
tant and difficult social problems of the day. A
few general remarks will serve to bring the actual
stabe of the question before our readers. Tor the
present practical purpose, the subject will be much
simplified by firsé veferring to the fwo largest de-
pavtments of female pecupation—Manufactures and
Domestic Seryice.

In many parts of the kingdom, special branches
of manufacture give employment to most of the
snrplus female population. In Lancashive there
are 120,000 young women employed in the cotton
manufocture alone.  In Dundes the whole popula-
tion, in 1851, was 79,000, of yhich 43,500 were
females ; and of these above 11,000 were employed
in the linen manufacture alone, or more than a
fonrth of the whole females of all ages in the town.
At Coveniry in the ribbon trade; at Nottingham
in the lace trade ; in Bedfordshire in the straw-plaib
manufacture; and so with ofher digtricts, ample
employment is found for female hands. The extent
of this employment is regulated by the laws of
supply and demand, and the ordinary principles
which regulate manutacture and frade.

The same laws of supply and demand regnlate
the extent of employment in domestic service,
There is no risk of this market for female labour
being overstocked. The diffieulty of finding goord
servauts is a mabber of constant complaint. Tiven
if every family in this country were supplied, there
is ample room in the British Colonies for any
number of female domesties, DBesides the imme-
diate advantage of high wages, the prospect of
marriage and comfortable sefllement is much bet-
ter there than at home. TFrom every one of the
British Colonies the reports agree that female
sevvants are in demand, so much so that shiploads
of young girls from the Ivish workhouses have
been rvapidly absorbed among the colonists.  Well-
trained English girls would be preferred if they
could be obtained, and we therefore point out, in
passing, o truly useful field for benevolent exertion
—the fraining of young girls, whether in work-
houses or in private institutions, in all branches of
common domestie labour, There are more nurgery
governesses, ladies’ maids, housekeepers, and upper
domestic servants than reguired, bub there is a
constant and increasing demand for working ser-
vants, and no young woman who is sbeady and
indugtrious, and who has obtained some previous
training, need find difficully in obtaining & com-
fortable home and regular employment.

We may, thevefore, dismiss from view these two
great departments of female ocenpation—manufac-
tures and domestic service. The greatest pressure
_and real diffienlfy remaing, in regard to females of
somewhat higher grades in the soecinl seale.  The
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follewing ave the chief modes of occupation ab
present available :—

1. Professional employment ; including authors,
arbists, teachers, and governesses. 'There is cor-
tainly not much scope for increased employment
in this dirvection. The prizes arve few, the blanks
many; and the miserably small remuneration of
the majority thus employed proves that professional
oceupation is overstocked. Without very superior
talents, or personal advantages, or special patron-
age, a life of penury and dependence must he the
lot of most who look to professional employment.
Delusive ideag of “ gentility * urge multitndes thus
to seek occupation, who might oftherwise obluin
positions of comfort and independence,

2. Business employment, including assistantsand
saleswomen in ghops.  Tor young persous who are
healthy, active, with good manmers, and bringing
good recommendations, there is seldom much diffi-
culty in gebting this kind of employment ; buf the
competition is keen among those with inferior
qualifications. 'With present prejudices and pre-
gent usages, howeyer, the work of retail shops
heing chiefly performed by men, there is not lavge
scope for inereased female occupation in business.
The larger shave in refail trade, taken by women
in France and ofther countries, proves that the
ohjections to their employment in this country arve
unfounded. Bub this is an improvement that can
ouly be gradually introduced, throngh the infli-
ence of public opinion, and by the secession of
“men-milliners” o more creditable and manly
oceupations.

3. Needleworl of various kinds., TIn private life,
the needle is the symbol of female industry and
thrift, of eomfort and elegance. It is far otherwise
in social economy as an instrument ef frade and
gain.  “ Distressed needlewomen ” are words pro-
verbial of toil and poverty. 'This is true, whebther
of plain or of fancy work. Every department of
worle in which the needle is the chief tool is
overstocked. 'The use of gewing machines awill
render needlework a still more precarions mode of
subsistence,

4. Special branches of industrial labour. Besides
the great manufactures of the country, there are
many branches both of usefnl and ornamental avt
and manufacture, employing numerous hands. Of
this kind are bookfolding and stitching, arfificial
flower making, ornamental paper work, and many
others. Changes of fashion, and varieties of taste,
may give rise to increased demand for certain kinds
of work from fime to fime; but there is certainly
not room for additional hands, to any large extent,
in the regulwly established branches of manual
industry—at least, not beyond the extra number
required to meet the extension of frade with the
enlarging population. ¢

Other branches of female indusfry at present
available are too insignificant to be taken into
account. Hverywhere the pressgure of overstocked
occupations is indicated by the havdships, the
poverty, and sworse calamities, in which numbers
are immersed.  Hence the importance of endea-
vouring to open up new fields of fomale employ-
ment.  We shall goon return to this suhject.
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“ Ah, Hugh, the sight of a home face! The

dear old times!”

‘Which old times, we may remark, she had not
at all loved in passing; bub now, because they
were gone and distant, and the present so widely
different, their hard features, distasteful near at
hand, were softened by a halo of remembrance.

“ And how did you like Paris, Mildred P”

“Oh, very well; it was tiresome enough some-
times. T am glad fo be settled at home.”

She spoke with a wearied air; the ennui of
fashion seemed already to envelope her in ibs
poisoned robe.

“You have a fine honse here, my sister,” said
Tugh, after a pause. “How beautiful is the
arrangement of colours in this room !”

Tt was panelled in rose damagk, relieved with
dull silvered mouldings.

“A fancy of mine,” said Mildred. “Bub tell
me, Hugh—you know I have a deep interest in
matters matrimonial—tell me something about
Agatha.”

“There is hope of a softening,” he said; “ Mrys.
Carnaby seems inclined fo bale terms romewhat;
and we have a stanch ally in Sir Lancett Pyke,
the magnate of the family.”

“We were glad to read of your appointment to
the hospital; that's a stepping-stone to for-
tune, Hugh.” ;

“Yes; if T am allowed to work my way on, and
am nob required, being an insignificant frog, to in-
Hlate myself as large as an ox,” he replied.

“Your appearance ought to be suitable to your
connexions, Hugh,” said his sister. At which he
langhed, and answered, “ Certainly !” in a manner
slightly disconcerting,

¥ Where do you intend to live ?”

“That's one of the points at issue bebween
Mys. Carnaby and me. I caunot afford the ex-
pense of a fashionable residence, and she says that
a daughter of hers shall live in no other. I have
not gobt over that difficulty yet,” he said, with
rather a sad smile. “They have yielded the car-
riage guestion at present.”

Here entered Mr. Tuston Ferrol: Mildred stopped
short abruptly.

“Were you reading poetry P he asked, in an in-
sinuating yet disagreeable fone. “Pray do not
let me interrupt yow.” She answered nothing, by
word or look.

“Clouds alveady,” thought Hugh, and then
diverged into a lover-like reflection upon the wild
improbability that he should ever speak to Agatha
and be met with a sullen countenance; or that
there could exist any subject on which they would
not have the fullest mutual sympathy. We may
here state that the glamour of this delusion sur-
vived his marriage about three months.

But the train of thought into which he had
fallen made him such dull company, that he
shortly took his leave, and carried his sweet mi-
rage of feeling out into the congenial moonlight.

“Your family are exceedingly early in paying
their devoirs,” said her husband, standing on the
hearth-rng. He had been chafed wn-shaivg, and
neither {6l nor looked amiable. :

“1 was very glad to see Hugh,” she remarked
simply, hardly noting the manner of Huston's
speech, for her thoughts were otherwise engaged.

“0OFf course; and I have no doubt but he was
also charmed to see yow” The implied reflection
on her brother’s disinterestedness she would not
notice.

“T suppose he has the family mania for living
beyond his means,” continued her husband., “He
had better not count on help from me under any
circumstances. If there be one thing I despise
more than another, it is the meanness of a false
appearance.”

She knew that he was ill-humoured, and wisely
refrained from reply; bub by and by, when he
seemed rather ashamed of the ebullition, she repaid
him with a manner most repellent. He fell asleep
on the sofa after tea; Mildred looked abroad upon
the silver glory flooding all the heavens, and, with
a shrug of her shoulders, pronounced it “dismal ;"
tried to read a book, but could not fix her atten-
tion. CGazing at the fire was her final rescurco.
She saw a variety of things there, as do all idlers.
Thus passed her firsi ovening in her splendid
home.

And from such evenings she rushed into the
dissipation of fashion. Perpetual excitement
might fill the void in her nature. Bub through-
oub that vast Hall of BEblis, called “the gay world,”
she found beneath every robe the burning heart;
and her own was no exceplion. What matter, so
long as the robe was jewelled ?

FEMALE FEMPLOYMENT.
11, EDUCATED WORKWOMEN.

# SHALL women work or not in other than domes-
bic employments #”  This question being now sum-
marily answered by the imperious, “They must!”
words need not: be wasted, nor elaborate arguments
urged, in opposition to ascertained facts.

At present, about three-fourths of our single
women, two-thirds of our widowed, and one-seventh
of our married women, are thrown upon their own
resources for a livelihood, besides those who assish
in the oceupations of their male relatives. 1t isno
less well known that there is an inereasing surplus
of nearly a million of women in the country over
the other sex, who, unless as emigrants, have thus
no chance of heing married. To insist, therefore,
that these women should employ themselves exclu-
sively in home duties, would be as wise as to
expect bread to be made from stones; for unless
homes are provided for them, the performance of
such duties becomes simply impossible, however
great may be the anxiety and eager the wish to
find an opportunity of so doing. These facts are
briefly stated, that the reader may know how this
matter really stands, as fachs arve one thing and
vague assertions another. TUnless these homeless
oneg are permitted to work in other occupations
than household, they must either be handed over
to charity, or they must starve. ‘Work, however,
they will soon find, now when the public acknow-
ledges the difficulty of their pogifion, and casls
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away thab gentimental tinsel with which the subject
has been too often overlaid.

Another grave fact bearing on the employment
of women, is the excess of lnxury—an excess which
malkes the household expenses so far beyond what
they used to bein the olden times. A man, with all
the will in the world, eannot now mainfain the fe-
male members of his family in a sghyle commensurate
with what he considers his own or their position in
gocieby. It has even been hinted that he finds his
betterhalf ab times a burthen almost too heavy for his
purse to hear, with her immeasurable yards of silk,
velvet, lace, and embroidery. Then matters become
worse, when little sons must have their rich tunics
and feathers, and little danghters an equal amount
of finery and ornamentation ; and how, then, i it fo
be expected that any portion of income can be lefi to
bestow on aunts or cousins P—those tivesome crea-
tures! Of course, out of £400 or £500 per annum,
no one looks for generosity; comsequently, annts
and poor cousing are now-a-days launched on the
troubled waters of society without rudder or oars,
to drift as best they may towards some haven of
shelter, long sought for, and alas ! seldom found.

Again, when the young daughters grow tall, and
blogsom into womanhood, what are they to do,
should husbands mot be forthcoming? On the
supposition that their father's income dies with him,
which is frequently the case, and that no provision
has been made for them, they in turn become the
homeless “poor cousins,” unacknowledged, it may
be, by the wealthier branches of their house; and so
on it goes. We shall not ask fhe reader to tread
the weary circle, bub remind him that, as the
greater ever includes the lesser, so, many minor
facts, to which allusion ghall be made hereafter, must
of necesgity be inyolved in the twin statements just
made; namely, the greater number of women, and
the diffionlty men find, in the middle ranks of life,
of seeuring a provision for the female members of
their families.

Tt is this difficulty, felt almost universally in the
clags mentioned, that is giving rise to various new
plans and projects; or rather, it should be said, by
returning to simpler and less complex soeial ar-
rangements. Our ancestresses worked more than
women of the like rank do now, neither were they
ashamed to be known as workers. Indeed, they
had an honest pride in being congidered good
bakers, good brewers, good spinners, and sometimes
weavers. Blachinery has changed the working
men, and in like manner altered the need of
women’s working in manifold ways, too varied to
enumerate ; thevefore, it stands fio reason Ghat
women musb be provided with different kinds of
occupation if they are to work at all,

Bxertions are now being made by many of the
able and kind-hearted of both sexes to ameliorate
this evil of nan-occupation—an evil which daily aug-
ments—and to find oub new rounrces of employment
for women, alike demanded by the exigencies and
changes of the times.

So much has been said about the miseries and
hardships of governesses, that e shall enly allude
to that fact in connection with improved prospects.
Numbers who swell the list of daily or yearly
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tieachers in private will doubtless, with the anbici-
pated new openings for remunerative labour, gladly
avail themselves of becoming mistresses of public
schools, ag iz now contemplated, by raising the
salaries, in order to obtain the services of better edu-
cated women than those who ab present ach in these
capacifies. Ina brief space of time fraining schools,
workshops, and other fields of labour will be in full
operation for the instruction of girls; otherbranches
of arts and of manufactures will likewise be added
as the sphere of labour widens, It is to be hoped
that when the employment of women hecomes more
general, which, from the efforts now being made,
appears to be likely, and girls are made to under-
stand at an early age that upon the work of their
head and handsdepends much of their futurewelfare,
wo shall no longer hear, as ab present, of their defi-
ciency in habits of order or of patience, more than
of their want of slkill.

It is possible that days may come when all of us
shall be enabled to enjoy a greater leisure than now,
a greater exemption from foil, which shall admit of
more attention to higher interests than is to be at-
tained at present, when it may be gaid that the rich
are underworked, and the poor are overworked.
Meanwhile, it is cerbain that if some classes of wo-
men suffer through overwork, ill-paid work, and
wantb of work, there are those of other claszses who
suffer, though in another way, from the indolence
and ennui engendered by doing no worl ab all.
‘Women thug fall short of the measure and propor-
tion of hodily and mental strength allofted them by
nature.

To work well and to work willingly, women musb
regard work, not as a hard necessity or as a tempo-
rary pursuit, easily to be followed and as easily
departed from, but as one which canuot fail to be
of advantage to them in every condition of life. 1
were a greabt gain to the cause of the employment
of women, were it accepted as a truth thaf, to bring
up women properly to be single, is also to bring
them up best fitted for marriage.

Ag to any moral objections urged against wo-
men working more than we have been aceustomed
to see them do, we consider them as futile as those
urged under the apprehension that work is caleu-
lated to injure their refinement, or destroy their
gympathies. An agsurance of independence and a
cheerful activity ave, on the contrary, more likely to
keep both lively; as we are every day made pain-
fully aware that poverty, and its nabural attendant,
diseontent, rapidly encourage rudeness and harden
all good feeling., The sad effects of destitution or
idleness upon the more numerons and less educated
clagses of women are too well known to require
comment.

It has been suggested that provision by life msur-
ance should be made by fathers for their daughters.
However admirable such a plan of providing for the
unmarried may be, or however likely to attain a
greater popularity than ib has yeb veached, few
fathers, it is apprehended, will be very ready to
rvealize ag a fact that their daughters shall prove
exceptions to the rest of the gex. Were it at once
accepfed as a prineiple that every individual of the
community ab large ought to work, either with
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head or hands, in some fashion or other, gince reli-
gion and morality, as well ag physical law, require
work as a duty, obstacles would disappear. And
were it likewise accepted as a fruth that thus to
work is honourable in eibher sex, whilst idleness is
o reproach, the dread of loss of caste could mo
longer be held up as a bugbear, but, like other phan-
toms, it would recede as approached, or vanigh when
the attempt was made to grapple with ib,

It may be somewhat wounding to male vanity to
hint at another small fact, a fact, nevertheless, as real,
and leading likewise to ag much unhappiness as the
ofhers. just quoted. We mean the fact that mar-
riage is too often vegarded as “a vefuge for the
destitute;” that hundreds of women marry gimply,
and without disguise, for an establishment, the
happy husband being merely o something thab
maust be accepted along with the house and furni-
ture. The results of such bargain-making are
obvious, and require no illustrations from us. Had
women a sufficiency assured them, they would
marry from higher motives and purer feelings, and
thug many elements of discord would he for ever
banished from the domestic sphere.

Having thus reached the culminating point, that
it were well for women to work, we reserve for
another paper some of the proposed kindg of em-
ployment suggested.

“0OLD GIB.”

Wairat can be more beautiful and striking than the
prospect before us as we approach the stern old
voclk of Gibraltar this fine summer morning, home-
‘ward-bound from the Bast! At first the lofty lands
over our steamer's prow look like threatening
clouds of some impending tempest; and towering
above them, darker and more threatening than the
vest, stands the grim and silent gentinel of the Medi-
terranean. * Old Gib,” as our soldiers and sailors
familiarly call him, is silent, Juckily for ourselves
and all others within cannon-shot range ; for, were
the sleeping monster roused, his bellowings would
waken up fearful echoes far into the lands of the
Moor and the Spaniard, and from its hundreds of
mouths would be belched forth flames, destruction,
and death.

As we draw neaver “the gut,” or straifb, things
assume a more defined shape; the hills and the
lowlands ave verdure-clad, and dofted here and there
with white spots which represent towns, villages,
or country houses. On the African side, the dis-
tance only enables us to see the lofty land looming
through the haze of heat, and what we see of
GHbraltar from this side has mnothing enticing.
Rising abruptly from the water’s edge, the yell-
laved rocks that givt its base glitter like brilliants in
the sun, bub sbove it seems barren desolation, and
apparently, save for the sea gull or the cormorant,
untenable and uninhabitable. On the very summit
of the rock there is, however, something that looks
like & broomstick with a rag on the top of if. A
telescope deciphers that rag to be “the flag thab
has braved, for a thousand years, the hattle and
the breeze.”
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As we approach Huropa Point, the aspect of!
affaivs changes for the better momentarily. A
gensible lighthouse, with a body-guard of batteries,
gives us some faint coneeption of what may be ex-
pected on closer intimacy. And e pass so close
to this point that we can distinctly hear the English
voices of some little boys, (the children of the sol-
diers in garrison,) who, hare-headed and with trow-
gers tucked up to the kneeg, are lolling over the
bastion and angling for any sport that may bo
lured by their bait, I am positive I could pitch a
ship’s biscuit right amongst these young disciples
of Walton.

Rounding Furopa Point, the strength and the
beauty of the place bursts as if by magic upon us ;
and when we anchor, which we do, rather outside
mosk of the shipping, which floats further down the
bay, apart from the unexpected appearances of a
really pretty-looking town, with charming villas and
gardens, houses scattered here and there and cloth-
ing the abrupt sides of the hill from the water's
edge to the very summif, we become for the first
time aware that the apparently solid rock is but
an impregnable hornet’s nest, bristling from top to
bottom with cannon, and prepared at any given
moment to salute a foe, from any quarter, with
such an ivon shower as never yet a fleet encountered.
Yes, depend upon i, if ever Gibraltar be lost, it
will be the work of traitors within; and this was
once nearly the case, through the harshness and
inefliciency of one of the governors,

The formalities of the Quarantine Office having
heen satisfactorily completed, we will, i’ you please,
jump into one of the boafs alongside, and, having
landed, make acquaintance with the © salamanders
and gcorpions,” (as those horn on the Rock are
called,) and see what can be seen in the brief space
permitted us to remain. We have no sooner scb
foot ashore than we are beset, tormented, hustled,
and stupified by “touters,” clamorous and landa-
tory on behalf of their yarious employers. *“Club
HouseHotel? fine large rooms!” “No, sir, Griffiths’
best in Gibraltav—tuble d'hote, siv, cheap !”  “ Du-
moulin’s French Hotel—excellent heeftek.” “Tonda
&’ Buropa—cheap and aivy I ¢ Parker's Hotel, Calle
Real!” ¢ Hi, siy, you; ho, you officesar—my card,
gir; you keep him, my card!” Amidst the con-
tending parties, we ave conveyed, sans ceremonie,
into the very heart of the town, {iill, overcome
with heat and fatigue, we flee for refuge info the
fivst hotel we chance to pass. Lolling here by &
window that commands a splendid prospect of the
bay, a welcome puft of cool breeze from the Atlantic,
and o glass of India pale ale, restore us to some-
thing like comforband enjoyment. It is too hob, how-
ever, to venture out sight-seeing yet, so we sit and
muge, and call to mind as much of the Rock’s his-
tory as makes the heart of any Briton throb proudly,
and foreigners unwillingly confess that Britannia
rules the waves.

On July 24th, 1704, during the War of Suceession,
Gibraltar was capbured by Sir George Rooke, who;
unexpectedly attacking if, found only eighty men
garvisoning the place; and these, we are told, instead
of offering any resistance, fell down upon their
linees before shrines and relies ywhich then abounded
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Iim in af night, and in the morning he was
gone.”

* Then you must veap the fruits of your negli-
gence. Mr. Piper has proved by two witnesses
that he bonght and paid for him fairly, and under
these cirenmstances I cannot order it to he restored
to yow. I am sorry for you; but the case is dis-
rigsed.”

The discomfited Pettitoes could scaveely credit
the evidence of their senses when they heard this
decision. They had expected a triumph, and had
swmnmoned their friends and their whole squad of
newsboys to witness ib; and now they had to sub-
mib to an ignominions defeat. Dejected and chap-
fallen, they returned home,

When the parties came oub of court, the squad
of newsboys lagged behind the rest, and among
them Charley Batter might have.been obgerved
particularly active; and, while evidently chuckling
ab some secret design, he was losing mno time in
communicating it to the rest. "That it was re-
ceived with a genuine relish by them all, was
manifest ; for a few moments they langhed and
capered, and rubbed their hands with glee, and
then, with a general ghouf, started off' at & run and
vanished round the corner.

My, Piper, elated with his friumph, on leaving
court had turned in with his friends into the * Cat
and Bagpipes,” to commemorate his guceess with
a libation, The ale being good, and the company
agreeable, he stayed there with his friends till the
evening was far advanced. About shut-shop time
he turned his face homewards; butlo! on coming
within sight of lis shop-door, he saw ab once that
the bold Highlander, who should have stood sen-
tinel there, and on whose account hie had heen
rejoicing so late, had vanished. He rushed into
the shop, and demanded of his old dame what had
become of him.

The good dame, who was rather slow of motion
and hard of hearing, did not even know that the
treasure was gone. She gave a rather incoherent
account of & mob of boys, who about dusk had come
shouting ronnd the door while she served six of
them with a serew of tobaceco a-piece, after which
they all ran away shounting. That was all she kuew.

By some mysterious process or other, the very
next morning the bold Highlander stood mounted
at his old post at Pettitoes” door, justas usual, with
the exception that he was now chained and pad-
locked round the loins, and eouldn't by any possi-
bility wander any more.

Of course, there was a second citation before the
magistrate, and the case had to be fried again;
only now, instead of Pettitoes versus Piper, ib was
Piper versus Pettitoes. The magistrate, on this
second oceagion, decided precisely as he had done
on the first. Pettitoes had only got the property
he had bought and paid for, and he, the magistrate,
could not ovder him to surrender to another whab
was undoubbedly his own.

It was now Dan Piper's turn to rebive discom-
fited and dejected, and he found his way home this
time without furning into the *“ Cat and Bagpipes.”
Dan threatened all manner of vengeance aguinst
the thief, if he should ever cateh him, and against
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the man who sold the figure to him in the first
ingtance; and who had nnaceountably disappeared
from the neighbourhood. 'These threats, however,
g0 far as we could learn, were never executed, and
Dan had to put up with his loss. The bold High-
lander remained with the Pettitoes, and did them
good service for many a long year. He was the
pet of the newshoys, who were never weary of
their good offices towards him; and Chaley in
particular kept him in a state of high polish, and
seemed to regard him with peculiar affection.

FEMALE EMPLOYMENT.
No. HIL

Ix a former arvticle on this subject, we promised to
lay before our readers a few of the proposed plans
for enabling women to gain an honowrable liveli-
hood and certainty of provision, rather than to be
compelled, as ab present, to accept a species of
alms from relalives, (alms in some eases grudgingly
bestowed,) or to receive, in old age, gifts of charity
from benevolent institutions. The mental suffering
endured by refined and sensitive persons from this
cruel compulsion of necessiby need not be dwelt
upo.

The proposed employments may be classed under
different heads. For the sake, however, of a clear
understanding as to the varied occupations sug-
gested, we shall in the first instance restrict onr-
selves to one department, namely—the “Industrial:”
under which term we include those branches of
trade, of avt, or of commerce, supposed to be suitable
for educated workwomen, and of ‘a sufficiently re-
munerative character ; reserving for another paper
those fields of labour where women are required in
connection with reformatories, prisons, workhouses,
and hospitals. We likewise pass over educational
institutions and schools of trainings; for however
important these are, not being able to embrace all
af once, we must leave them to be treated of specially.

The dignity of ladyhood may, we fear, deem it
an infringement, when it hears itself spoken of
with traffie, frade, shops, and counting-honses—
words not to be mentioned to “ears polite;” but it
cannot be helped, the honr has struck on the great
clock of time when such innovations are called for
and must be tolerated. Custom has a marvellous
power, and when familiar with certain phrases,
such as the “industrial position of women,” “edu-
cated female labour,” “lady superintendent,” “lady
inspectress,” and the like, will become aceephed
just as readily as are now the terms of milliner,
governess, matron, or housekeeper.

To find new employments for either sex is a
matter of difficulty, and can be achieved only as
new inventions make their way, and supersede old
modes of action. 'We must, therefore, make up our
minds to be confent with some of the known and
accepted employments, until, in the process of im-
provement and enterprise, others may emerge from
the ever-producing brains of genius.

‘Women, here and there, alveady occupy pozitions
of trust and management in different depariments
of labour; and what is now desired by those anxious
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o diminish the numbers of mnemployed gentle-
woimnen is, tiab those offices may he multiplied and
extended allover the country.

Some wriers go the length of affirming that the
long indiffeence shown by the public mind to the
sufferings arl destitution of women, almost amounts
to a nationalgin. Until now, when the subject can
no longer Letept in abeyance with safety to society,
little has bee, done beyond the exclusion of women
from mines, aid the limiting of the hours of labour
in factories. Ioth excellent statutes ! bub laws only
veferring to thelower classes, while it is the women
of the clagses asoye these who now demand con-
gideration.

Happily the attertion of statesmen and influential
men, as well as the press, has now heen directed
to this serious state ' matters as regards the wants

. and necessities of wprovided-for women. The
society for promofing their employment (in con-
nection with the National Association for the Pro-
motion of Social Science) has the Harl of Shaftes-
bury for its president, and for its vice-presidents
the Bishops of Tiondon and of Oxford, the Right
Hon. W. 1. Gladstone, a.p., and the Vice-Chancel-
lor Sir William Page Wood. The object of this
society is to endeavour to find employment; suitable
for women; and eclasses will shorfly be opened
for their instruction in hook-keeping, law-engross-
ing, and other branches of business; thus prac-
tically to ascertain the capacity of women for some
of the occupations hitherto closed against them,
and to encotrage their better and more complete
education. It is likewise hoped that the pupils
may be able to compete for certificates at the half-
yearly examinations of the Sociefy of Arts. A
writer on the subject of work for educated women,
expressed his opinion that he saw “no reason why
the wives and danghfers of commercial men should
nob ach as book-keepers;” and neither do we. In
fact, many women do keep thebooks in the shops of
tradesmen, especially in the shops of bakers and of
butehers, and a good amount of attention iz requisite
for the correct performance of that task. 'We never
knew of any objections being raised against women
thus earning their living, simply hecause it is a
common thing to do; and were it equally common
for the daughters of merchants to keep their fathers’
or relatives’ books, no one would express the least
surprise at seeing women thus employed.

It is likewise suggested that fhey be made
eligible to undertake offices of frust and manage-
ment, such as saleswomen, overseers of shops and
warehouses in which girls are employed, cashiers,
managers of departments in factories, having the
superintendence of givls, sellers of goods on com-
mission, and other similar ocenpations. It may
here be remarked that any woman entering on n
situation of industry, beyond the precinets of her
family, will thus, in process of time, find herself in
the company of women of her own rank.

The working of the electric telegraph is another
‘gource of emolument now opened up to women;
and as their first introduction to that widely ex-
tending branch of labour is intevesting, we shall,

“for the satisfaction of our readers, give a rapid
sketch of it.
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About six years ago Mr. Ricardo, a.r, the then
chairman of the Hlectric and International Tele-
graph Company, heard of a young girl, the
daughter of one of the railway station-masters,
who had for three years carried on, day by day,
the whole of the electric telegraph business for her
father, and that, too, with great intelligence and
correctness. The idea of training and employing
women as clerks for the Telegraph Company then
suggested itself; itwas proposed to the committee,
and the proposition was warmly seconded by
General Wylde, who has proved a most untiring
friend to the cauge, Opposition was ab first shown;
but the experiment was permitted to proceed, and
Mrs. Oraig, the present intelligent matron, was ap-
pointed to instruct, in her own room, eight pupils
on two instraments.  'With what tact, perseverance,
and suecess Mrs. Craig and her pupils worked,
may be gathered from fhe fact that at Founder's
Court alone upwards of ninefy young women ave
now in active employment, the whole of the actnal
working of the instruments having fallen info their
hands. The committee are now perfectly satisfied
that the girls are not only more teachable, more
aitentive, and guicker-eyed than the men clerks
formerly employed, but have also pronounced them
to be more trustworthy, more easily managed,
and, we may add, satisfied with lower wages.

The resulf of the experiment has been so satis-
factory, that about thirty more women are now
employed at the branch offices, namely, eight at
Charing Cross, two at Fleet Street, two ab
Knightsbridge, ete.; and doubtless they will soon
fill posts in all the branch offices of England,

The instrumental clerks earn from eight to
eighteen shillings per week, and the superintend-
ing clerks from twenty to thirty shillings. Now, if
we place one pound per week against nolling,
these wages are good. Six weeks is considered
the average time for learning the fluctnations of
the needle, after which period paymené for service
commences, nor is any fee required for instruetion.
If at the end of two months the pupil cannot
conquer the movement of the hands, she is dis-
missed as incompetent to master the art, The
yonng girls now working at Lothbury ave chiefly
the danghters of small tradesmen; but several
ave the children of Uovernment clerks—Somerset
House or Treasury men—ihile three or four are
the danghters of clergymen.

Other companies, the Magnetic, and the Lon-
don District Telegraph Companies (the offices of
which are in Threadneedle Streef), are following
the steps of the Inbternational, and have already
engaged a number of hands, who are now being
ingtrueted ; but the honour and the credit of the
movement is due to the Blectric and International
Company. The success which has followed this
practical and liberal attempt to afford employment
for women, may induce others who have it in their
power, materially to assisté this praiseworthy ob-
ject.

J The employment of women as clerks in tele-
graph offices being an accomplished fact, there seems
no just canse why they should not hecome clerks
elsewhere. As, in too many instances, we fake
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offence at names rather than things, should ladies
have a distaste for the appellation of clerks, let
those thus ofﬁciating be ecalled assistants, if they
like that term befter. In positions where intel-
ligence is wanted rather than strength, number-
less avenues might be opened up, so that women
could again become workers as they once were,
before the absurd and pernicious ideas about gen-
bility” took possession of their minds, to the exclu-
sion of common sense. In the progress of civiliza-
tion, every day opens up new departments of
employment for educated men, and the world of
labour is surely wide enough to admit women like-
wise to some of these occupations,

The plan proposed by Mr. Sykes, of Hudders-
field, and to be brought before Parliament, of
hayving Government savings banks added to every
post-office in the kingdom where money orvders are
granted—the number of which offices is 1500—
will give employment to a large amount of labour
in the way of accountants or clerks. And, if the re-
port be trae that the scheme has heen approved of by
the post-office anthorities, there can be little doubt
that it will be carried through Parliament, and puti
info execubion shortly afterwards, thus affording a
good livelihood to perhaps more than a thousand
women, should these new offices be given to them,
as is snggested.

In some places, the master or clerk of the post-
office may be able to act in hoth capacities; hut
where the business of the post-office is extensive,
new hands would be required, and there duly
trained women might be aceepted and no man
needs suffer inconvenience or be displaced. Su-
bordinate positions in post-offices are also named
as suifable to the habits of women, as well as
ticket-givers at railway stations, where mere boys
arve frequently employed, greatly, we think, to their
detriment. It is not judicious to put very young
persons in the way of temptation, where money
iz passing continually through their hands, and ib
would be better for the morals of the young were
they not thus prematurely pushed into the yworld
of business. Many are the sad tales of fraudsand
embezzlements committed in such situations by
mere boys. Where women have heen employed
in offices of trust, it is rarely, if ever, that they
have betrayed the confidence reposed in them.
Speaking of post-offices brings to remembrance
that, some years since, long hefore the question of
worle for women had attracted public attention,
we gaw two women acting in what seemed a novel
capacity, namely, as letter-carriers. The oceupation
apparently agreed with them, for they looked
healfhy and active; and, being in a small country
town, their rounds would not be over-fatiguing.
On wet days they wore water-proof capes, similar
to those worn by policemen.

It may not he generally known that, although
in London much opposition exists against women
acquiring certain kinds of trade (such as watch-

making, for example), in other places in Tingland.

women are thus employed, and to a great extent; in-
deed, they have a monopoly of one special branch of
that trade. In one large factory in Christchurch,
nob more than two or three men are employed, and
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these merely to do the rougher part ofshe work. As
many as 500 women have been empleged at a time
in this factory; but of course their iumbers vary
according to the demand. It is plesant to know
that a great many of these women wrk at home,
as there exisb serious objections to tle employment
of women in factories. A good wekwoman can
earn about sixteen shillings per wek—“a good
thing for her family,” said the foranan, who as
showing a lady over the manufacbry. The men
in that locality are perfectly satisied that women
should so worlk, proving the trutl of what we re-
marked about custom and usage. Some of the
women live as far distant as twaty or thirty miles
from the town of Christchurel, though they have
heen originally trained in th factory. The mis-
tress said to the wvisitor, *Our girls get very
fond of the work, and they like to feel that they
are helping their families.” The special branch of'
watchmaking in which they are employed is in the
manufacture of what is called the *chain,” which
is used in most watches and in all chronometers.
The overseer attached great importance to this part
of the work; as, said he, * the prosperity of England
depends on her navy, the lives of seamen on the
chronometer, and the accuracy of the chronometer
on its chain: and chaing ave made in no other
place in England except in Christchurch and its
.neighbourhood.”  We notice these facts simply to
show that prejudices may exist in one part of the
country that ave quite unknown in another. -The
workers ab Christehurch manufactory could not be
made to comprehend why women should not help
to make wafches; moreover, it was affirmed that
the fingers of the girls were more suited to the
delicacy of the manipulation required. This species
of employment is not quoted as one for educated
or higher class women, unless on the supposition
that, could capital be forfhcoming, a few women of
buginess habits might have an establishment of
their own for the teaching and the employment of
girls in this branch of manufacture.

Printing is another oceupation supposed to be
fitted for women. A skilful compositor assured us
that he would undertake to teach the art of print-
ing, in a very hrief space of time, to any one who
would offer herself as apupil. It has just come to
our knowledge that a lady has established a print-
ing-press, and has six young girls as scholars or
apprentices. 'We saw a specimen of the print-
ing, which, for the short trial yet made, seemed
very nicely cxeented. Ifis called the * Victoria’”
Printing Press.

When it is estimated that in England 30,000
men are employed to sell ribbons, laces, and
other articles of millinery, while our streets are
crowded with poverty-stricken women, the endea-
vour fo give bread to some of these destitute ones
cannot, in the mean time, be considered hasty,
even were it to induce men fo forsake trades of so
feminine a nature and seek others where strength
might be more in demand and the occupation more
in accordance with their manliness. Anyhow, it
does not seem consistent with the principles of
Justice, that so much sorrvow, suffering, and priva-

tion should fall to the share of the weaker sex.
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looking like any other cable, but when it is sud-
denly used, and a strain puti on if, so as to tighten
it, the cockroaches come swarming out of the
interstices of the cable, thug escaping sudden death
by squeezing. He has seen them fall out of the
cable into the water, swim to the shore, and then
climb up in readiness to get back into the ship ab
the first opportunity.

Passing onwards in the docks, we came to the
magnificent ship “The Persia,” beautifully smart
and handsome-looking, taking in her cargo for
Auckland. A number of new square deal boxes
were being hoisted in, and these contained paper
zoing ouf, possibly fo receive type-marks, and to
return to ng printed all over with Australian news,
and wished-for tidings of absent friends. A ripple
on the guiet water told us something was moving
in the docks; and on hearing the “ye hoy” of the
sailorg, we found a beantiful barque, “The Royal
Bride,” coming into dock from Columbo. Her
anchor was rusty, her sides weather-beaten, and her
decks crowded with hardy seamen; and in these
men we saw in perfection what T call the “seaman’s
eye.” Tt is moro or less to be noticed in all those
who have been at sea. It consists of a beautiful,
clear, sharp, and wide-awake expression, which is
more easily recognised than described; it is the
result of the eye being always under training to
look for ohjects at a distance—to peer throngh the
darkness of the night—to look aloft at the rigging,
and to detect quickly what is wrong; it iz the eye
of quick observation and decisive action. These
sailors, just arvived from sea, exhibited the * sea-
man’s eye” fo greab perfection. After a few days
ashore, they will partially lose it; if they remain
long in the service, they will never quite lose it,
for I have remarked it in many old seamen at
Gireenwich Hospital.

Passing out of the London Docks, we arrived
ab the St. Katherine’s Docks, and wifnessed the
unlading of a vessel which had arrived with a
cargo of wine. We peeped into the cavern-like
entrance to the far-famed wine-vaunlts, whence
issned an odour as of ten thousand half-washed
wine deeanters placed to our nose at the same
time. We read a notice that * No lucifer-matches,
fnsees, tinder-boxes, pipes, or cigars, were allowed
on the premises.”

Passing the sharp-eyed custom-house officer at
the dock-gate, and finding ourselves in Ratclifte
Highway, we nofed what we saw in this curious
street, of which we may have something to say
another time.

FEMALE EMPLOYMENT.
NO. 1V,

T7 is unniversally acknowledged that women ave
best fitted by nature for deeds of merey and charity,
for offices of consolation or of tender carve; conse-
quently, they have been thus employed, in greater
or lesser mumbers, in such labours of love. To
smooth the pillow of the aged, to calm the fretful-
ness of childhood, to comfort the sorrowful and
aid the weak—these and kindred acts have ever
boen the special provinee of women.
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To make use of their services in a more sys-
tematic way in such avocations, and to widen the
civcle for their sympathetic efforts, iz now being
nrged as a measure of vital importance to soeiety
at large, as well as to the individuals directly
benefited ; while those to be thus employed are to
receive in refurn a certain remuneration for the
performance of these duties.

Before entering into detail as to the proposed
methods by which women can thus earn their liv-
ing in avocations congenial and in harmony with
their dispositions, a few words musb be said for the
better understanding of the subject. Objections
may be raised by charitably inclined persons against
having paid labourers for such work, on the ground
that there are already many benevolent women who
are willing to give up their time for these and simi-
lar purposes, in connection with almsgiving and
public institutions for the siclk in mind or in body.

There are, doubtless, numbers of pions women
willing to perform these christian duties gladly,
without fee or reward, who have riches at their
command and time likewise; but these are often
physically or mentally unfitted for such arduous
and continuons work, in consequence of their habits
of luxurious ease, that cannot be put off or on like
a piece of dress. Women nurtured from childhood
to be waited on, and whose every wish is promptly
granted, arve from their position incapacitated for
the performance of continuous and tiring tasks,
such as ocenr in attendance on the sick, the infirm,
the ignorant, or the vicious; therefore, however
much many women thus situated might wish to
perform these acts of charity, it is found tha, with-
out long trial and indomitable perseverance, their
efforts after a time cease, and their tagks are given
over to others trained and fitted for the oceupa-
tion.

There ave likewise other kind-hearted Chrigtians,
equally willing to devote their time and energies to
the poor, had they the means of living; and it is for
this class of workers that remuneration is pro-
posed. Nor onght this necessity to detract from the
value of their seryices. A clergyman has the
means of living seenred to him; so have city mis-
sionaries and seripture readers, overseers of schools
or hospitals, and no one thinks the less of them
or of their laborious duties, from the fact that their
services ave paid for. It is nowhere asserted that
only rich men should be preachers and teachers of
the poor or healers of the sick: in all cases the la-
bourer is worthy of his hire, and we see no reason
why women should form an exception to this gene-
ral rule.

Women who can ainuse the public are frequently
overpaid, while those who might aid the public by
raising the morals of the ignorant and debased are
not paid at all. Hitherto, their services in many
instances have been civilly declined, but now a
wiser gpirit is abroad; far-seeing philanthropists
are of opinion that the influence of refined women
is urgently needed in varions departments of our
social system. This fact being accepted by the
majority of thinking men, we shall classify, under
the following heads, the proposed spheres of action
where the presence and services of women are most
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vequired :—Reformatories— hospitals — prisons —
workhouses—fuctories—educational institutions.

It is long since Miss Carpenter (who is a most
competent authority in all that regards the ma-
nagement of rveformatories) expressed her opinion
that the supervision of the young girls by educated
women would be of immense value in preventing
many from relapsing into gin by returning to their
eévil ways after leaving the reformatory. In speak-
ing of female prisoners, it is stated that the per-
centage is nearly one half; of juvenile female pri-
soners under seventeen, between one fifth and oue
gixthy bubt the per-centage of re-commnitments of
gitventle fomale prisoners is greater by one holf than
that of males.

This statistical fact seems to indicate that young
girls are generally much less prone to crime than
boys of the same age, but that their tendency to it
rapidly inereases with their yeavs, and that, when
once embarled in a criminal carecr, they become
mote hardened than the other sex. The latter
painful fact, equally true, can easily be accounted
for, were we to go back to first principles or causes.
But this would lead us away from our special
olject, which is to prove the need of women's aid,
and the proprieby of their being employed in the
reseue of the young from the nmumberless snaves
Iaid to entrap ignorant and unbefriended girls of the
poorer classes of society. Men, however good and
eariest, eamiob do all thab is required, either in the
pulpit or in the schoolroom, where young girls ave
to be taught and encouraged to walk in fhe paths
of virtue and soberness. The efforfs fo prevent the
young from entering on & eriminal career must be
made by older and better educated members of their
OWN 8ex.,

1'or this purpose, appeals have frequently been
made by those who were themselves active and

zealous workers in this field of labonr ; and secavcely
a day passes without our seeing, in almost all the
leading journals and newspapers, constant reforence
made to the subject of having women workers in
all our public charitable institubions. This wanb
geemd go uhiversally felt, that there can be no
diffieulty in the proposed plans being carried out,
whenever women come forward who ave fitted by
previons habits and trainiug for the respective
offices, whether as matrong, teachers, or daily
visitors and superintendents.

A proposition is being made by some christian
men, that an order of deaconesses should be formed
among members of the Church of Yngland, some-
what similar to the protestant institution af Kaisers-
werth and on the Rhine (a small town near Diissel-
dort), founded about thirty years since by the pastor
Fliidner. The service tendered by the deaconesses
is gratuitous, with the exception of a small salary
for dress, and in old age or sickness they find an
asylum ab the pavent establishment. In rich Fng-
land, the denconesses who could nof afford gratui-
tous services should be maintained.

“Mhe good done,” snys a recent wriler on thig
system, © by the oceupation afforded for women of
the upper as well ag the lower classes is incaleulable,
taking the mind from dwelling perniciously on self,
and giving healthy food to soul and body.”

In Berlin there is a similar society, presided over
by & lady of rank, and such institutions arve én-
couraged by the king of Prassia. In 1853 the
number of deaconesses was 116, employed in twenfy-
three hospitals.

A penitentiary, a lunalic asylum, an orphan
house, an infant school, and a normal school, in
which deaconesses arve frained to educate ehildren,
are but portions of the work prompted by love and
carried on by private benevolence af the institution
ab Kaiserswerth. 'We hope speedily to see similar
ingtitutions springing up in England, whenee may
be drafted efficient workwomen for the many depart-
ments of a charvitable character where they arve
duily more and more needed. What appears very
desgirable ab present is “ free labour in a free home,”
for educated women who have no domestic ties.
Many years ago, an account of these Tmtheran
deaconesses was written by Miss Nightingale, and
we believe a practical illustration of their system
can be seen at Dalston, under the German Protes-
tant deaconesses.

Of Yospitals we need scarcely speak, zo much
having been of late written on the training of a supe-
vior clads of women to act ag norses. And on
this point every one is agreed. There does not,
perhaps, exist a single family in all England who
have not, at some period or ancther, feli the want
of an efficient, judicious, and worthy nurse. No
greater boon could be bestowed on socieby at large
than a corps of thoroughly trained gentlewomen, to
take up a posibtion between the physician and
the common working nurse—a tender band of re-
fined women, who could take the place of vela-
fives, when velatives, from other dufies or from
inexperience, could render no aid. When a patient
is convalescent, almost as mueh if not more
caveful and delicate tending is reguisite; and
then, such companions or watchers would prove
invalnable in many a household, and gladly would
their services be remuncrated. To say that paid
lubour in this form detvacts from the value of the
gervices given, is absurdly foolish. Were the fit
persons found for these and gimilar vocations, and
properly trained by practice to exercise calmness,
patience, and cheerfulness, besides the needful
knowledge of vemedial measures, their services
could not be too highly valued or too highly paid.
Good honsekeepers arve not grudged their wages ;
and whervefore should those who might minister to
the comfort of a family—a still more arduous task,
and by more self-denying labour—mnob be equally
rewavded according to the kind of works per-
formed ?

We now come to prisons and their inmates—
another field in which women are found useful.
Many improvements have taken place in the go-
vernment of these sorvowful abodes, where are
congregated offenders of all possible degrees of
crime—criminalg expert and hardened in vice, with
those of fewer years and lighter sing, men and
women alike, Since our prison gates were fivat
opened to Mrs. Fry and other energetic and bene-
volent ladies, visitors have not been wanting within
the darkened cell; and, doubtless, to some of fhe
politary and repentant inmates their cheering looks
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and kind words have brought light, hope, and con-
golation. In this direction, as in reformatorieg,
much may be done by women for wormen.

It is stated by Mrs. Jameson, that an Ach of
Parliament ordered the appoiniment of matrons
and female officers in all our prisons; bub no pro-
vision has been made for their proper training, nor
are the qualifications at all defined. This want of
training meets us at every turn, and seems ab pre-
sent the grand difficulfy in the way of those who
otherwise are veady for work; and to this need spe-
cial attention is now directed by the promoters of
the Society for the Employment of Women. In
some instances, we are informed that even in this
department superior women have been introduced.
Mrs. Jameson, in her letter to Tiord John Russell,
says: “The female prison af Brixton, containing,
when T saw it, upwards of six hundred convicts, is
managed entively by a lady superintendent, her
deputy, and forty matrons. 'There ig, of course, a
staff of chaplains and medical officers, but the go-
vernment and diseipline are carried oub by trained
women. The intermediate prison at Fulham, into
which the reformed conviets ave drafted before
their release, and in which they must pags the lash
two years of their imprisonment, is in the same
manner under the control of an intelligent lady,
assisted by a depuly and nine matrons. These
innovations, which may appear extraordinary to
many prachical’ men, have been organized and
carried out by Colonel Jebb.”

We find it mentioned in the report on the con-
dition of prisons in Piedmont, addressed to the
Minister of the Interior, that those prisons which
ave served by women ave the best ordered, the
most cleanly, and in all respects the best regulated
in the country. ™o this is added the testimony
of the minister himsclf. We also read of a prison
which is actually governed ehiefly by women, and
these women, as well as the men engaged in ifs
superintendence, ave responsible only to the govern-
ment, and are not merely subordinates, as ave the
lemale officers in our prisons,

The experiment fried at Neudorf for three years
had so completely succeeded, that eleven other
prisons were about being organized on the same
plan. Its origin, like many of our best working in-
stitutions, was very simple. It sprang from the
humane efforts made by two ladies to found a re-
formatory for women. They sent to I'rance for
two sisters who understood such tasks, and after a
time government noticed this infant insfitution;
it was recognised and officially enlarged, and or-
ganized as a prison as well as @ penitentiavy, the
original plan being strictly adhered to, and the
same management retained. There were twelve
women, assisted by three chaplaing, a surgeon, and
a physician. None of the men regided in the
house, but visited it daily. The soldiers and police
officers, who had been sent in the first instance as
guards and gaolers, had been dismissed. The
dignity, good sense, patience, and tenderness of
this female board of management were extraovdi-
nary; for the performance of such duties long
training had been bestowed—five years ati least.
There, men and women acted in concert, TIn
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all the regulations, religious and sanitary, there
was mutual aid, mutual respeet, and interchange
of experience ; but the women workers were subor-
dinate only to the chief civil and ecclesiastical
authority.

If foreign women arve capable of such judicious
management, is there any impediment in the way
of Huglish women following their example? We
have likewise the testimony of Lord Carlisle in
favonr of the action of women in prisons and
reformatories ; and Captain Crofton, who organized
the new system of secondary punishment and pri-
son discipline in Treland, has made great use of
female officials, and has allowed that Lie could not
have suceceeded without them.

These facts prove the advantage of such systems
as combine the services of both men and women; and
where proper and careful training has been gone
through by those who presented themselyes for the
difficult duties, their efficiency has been nndeniable,
and the results gratifying alike to the unfortunate
ones requiring their tender supervision, and to the
gentle ministrants themselves.

If the theory be correct which attributes to man
the power of invention, and to woman the power of
administration in a greater degree, the faculty can-
not assuredly be better employed than in the special
offices we are ab present advocating as pre-emi-
nently within fhe sphere of women’s work. Were
the higher attributes of humanity permitted greater
sway, and female influence recognised in its loftiest
aspirations, and not impeded and thwarted as it is
by the corrupt and connived-at evil customs of our
social life, every class would gain an inerease of
pupils, and government would be saved a portion of
the immense sums annually spent in its efforts to
reclaim or to punish our debased and criminal
population. Were the counsels of wise and honour-
able women taken more into account in the process
of social reformation, and their admonitions more
respected, vice would not so unblushingly stalk
over the length and breadth of the land. In the
case even of men and boys who requive care, the
aid of women, when made available, has proved effi-
cacious and valuable.

One important hranch of our subject, namely, the
improvement of our workhouse system, has heen for
years past zealously advocated and brought before
the public by the unfiring eflorts and persovering
energy of Miss Louisa Twining, whose paper, read
af the Meeting of the National Association for the
Promotion of Social Science, drew attention to many
evils encountered by the inmates of these cheerless
Lomes—eyils that might without difficul6y be
averfed. One of the remedies proposed is to raise
the salavies of the matrons, and to obtain superior
and intelligent women to act in concert with the
overseers and guardians of the poor; to employ
women, lilewise, in the administering of out-daoor
relief; as is done in Paris, where women attend en-
tirely to the administration of velief at the Bureau
de Bienfaisance. And why, asks Miss Twining,
“ghould theynot here in England do justas well for
visiting the sick and poor in their own homes? Tt
would, in fact, be merely the extension of district

| vizitors' worl, and a co-operation hebween them and
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the parish authorities for their mutual benefit.”
Murs. Jameson—from whom we have quobed, and
to whose admirable essay or lecture on communion
of labour we refer those of our readers who feel
interested in this question of “women’s work”—
gives iti as her opinion that *if ever the combina-
tion of female with masculine supervision were im-
peratively needed, it is in an English pavish work-
house.”

Our limits will not permit us in the present ar-
ticle to extend our remarks, or give the details we
could have wished, in this proposed field of employ-
ment for superior women—iwomen who, actuated by
the highest motives, would exert themselves to the
utmost to raise the condition of our suffering poor,
to alleviate their migeries, and soften their hard-
ships—workers to whom remuneration would be
the meang of living; not the object for which they
lived. We may return to this subject, in connection
with industrial and training schoolsfor girls. Decent
mothers, we ave told, when even compelled to go to
the workhouse for a short geason of havdship dur-
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ing the winter, have implored that their young
daughters should be placed elsewhere, * o he saved
from the inevitable ruin that awaits them in the
able-bodied ward of the union.” This fact speaks
volumes. The advantage of introducing such an
influence as is proposed is already seen in a decided
change for the better where the presence of ladies
is permitted, while courtesy and -civility have
taken the place of coarseness and rudeness. The
sick and the dying have been tended with more
care, because an inferest was shown in them
by their kind visitors. The benevolent and en-
lightened philanthropist, as well ag christian, can-
not fail to perceive the assistance that might be
given by educated women in the earrying out so
many difficult tasks. When a bishop, in address-
ing a meeting of the Workhouse Visiting Society,
gave it as his experience that “prisons had the
greater advantage over workhouses in their supe-
rior officers, quiet and orderly management, efe.,”
it must be surely time fo inquire how reform can
e best effeeted in this divection.

REFERENCE MAP OF SICILY.

s 5 z

1. Monveale. 2, Castellamare.

LEADING EVENTS IN SICILIAN HIBTORY DURING THR
PREBENT CENTURY,

1806, The F'rench invade Naples. King Ferdinand takes vefuge in
Sieily.  Joseph Bom\{:am made king of Naples,

1309. Joseph }!onbnrpnrw made king of Spain, and Joachim Muvat
set up b anlcnn as king of Naples. :

1811, Lerd William Bentinck at Palermo as Envoy Extraordinary
and Military Commander,

1812, A congtitution promulgated. Fenral privileges snrrendered
by the Bicilian nobles, Treachery of Ferdinand and his
aueen Carolina,

3, Calatnfimi,

4. Balemi. 6. Aleamo,

1815, Murat expelled by the Anstrians, and Ferdinand reatored.

1816. Ferdinand proclaimed * Iing of the Two Sieilies." The con
gtitntion abolished. |

1818, Popish Concordat for the Twao Sicilies, B

1820, Revolution at Naples. Brief restoration of the constitution,
Unsueceessful attempt in Sicily to separate from Naples,

1821, Austrians pid Ferdinand in restoring despotic role,

1825, Death of Ferdinand 1, and accession of Francis 1.

1830. Accession of Ferdinand 1r,

1848, Insurrection in Sicily. Bombardment of Palermo,

1858, Death of Ferdinand 11, (Bomba).  Accession of Francizr.

1810—1860. The kingdom'of the Two Bicilies the worst governed
and most ernelly oppressed nation in Europe.
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