THE LEISURE HOUR,

DUNCAN FORBES OF CULLODEN,
THE SCOTTISIL PATRIOT.
CuLroney is a word celebrated in history, poetry,
and romance. 1t gives its name to o decisive
batile, if not of the world, yel certainly of the
British Empirve; for on that field were crushed the
last hopes of the Stuarts, after twice defeating the
royal froops and marching to within a hundred
miles of London.  Culloden is not less deserving
of honour, as heing the name of the paternal estate
of the great and good man of whom we propose to
give a short account.
Thomson, in his “ Aufumn,” makes the muse,

“ High-hovering o'er the hroad ceralean seene,

Bee Caledonia, in romantic view ;"
and, like all Scotsmen, he has crievances to com-
plain of, and good wishes for his conntrymen, His
arievances and his wishes ave alike rensonable ; he
i3 indignant that the Duteh should encroach on
their fisheries ; he wishes indusiry to be cheered,
and agriculture to be encouraged ; the linen manu-
facture to be sct up,* trade to be voused, and ships
“to wing their way from every growing port;”
and thns, in soul united as in name, * hid Britain
reign the mistress of the deep.” The poct lervently
asks:—

** Ot is there not some patviot, in whose power

That Liest, that god-like Inxury is placed,

Of blessing thonsands, thonsands yet unbormn,

Through late posterity 2

And he answers i—

“Yes; there ave auch, And full on thee, Ar
Her lope, lier stay, her davling, and her hoast,
From her first patriots and her heroes sprang,
Thy foud, imploring conntry turns her eye,”

'Phis is the Avgyll of TPope, of Chesterfield, and
of Scott :—

“ Argll, the Siate’s whole thunder bovn 1o wield,

And shake alike the genate and the field.”?
Thomson invokes yet another patriot :—

 Thee, Forpes, too, whont every worth attends,
As troth siueere, as weeping friendship kind ;
Thee, truly generous, and in silence great,
Thy conntry feels through her reviving arts,
Planned by thy wisdom, by thy sonl informed ;
And seldom hias she known o friend like (hee,”

By what rectitude of conduct this high euloginm
was merited we now proceed to show.

Dunean Forbes was born in 1685, of parents who
transmitted to all their children an hereditary wver-
sion to the House of Stuart, whom they appear to
have resisted from the very commencement of the
Civil Wars, persuaded that the triumph of that
dynasty would have been the vidn of civil and reli-
gious liberty; an opinion in which posterity, after
the bitterness of faction is passed, will be much
disposed to coneur.  Dunean, a younger hrother,
was taught to read and write ab the pavish school
of Inverness, and afterwards distinguished himgelf
at the University of Edinburgh, where he studied
for three years. In 1705, he went to Leyden,
where he remained fwo years, deeply engaged in
the study of law and langnages; veturned to Scot-
Iand about the fime when the wnion of the two
fingdoms was settled, and in T uly, 1708, was callad

* Hence the ovigin of the British
prosperous bauking concern,

Linew Company, 1716, now a
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to the bar.  He was soon appointed Sheviffof Mid-
Lothian, and his professional practice continued
extensive and brilliant. 1t carried him frequently
to the House of Lords; and this led to the forma-
tion of friendships in London, which ever after-
wards connected him with all the eminent men of
the age. Sir Robert Walpole, the Dule of Argyll,
Lord Hardwicke, Murray, afterwards Tord Mans-
field, the Speaker Onslow, General Oglethorype,
besides all the most famons men in Scotland were
among his eorrespondents. He married early, buf
soon lost his wife, and ever after remained a
widower,

Queen Anne died on the 1st of August, 1714;
and in 1715 the Pretender made an attempt in
Scofland fo restore the Stuarts.  The whole family
of Culloden exerted itsell to defeat his project.
The eldest son gpent £3000 in the service of gover-
ment, which was never vepaid; the fumily castle
was besieged by the rebels, and successfully de-
fended by the heroic wife of the owner, who hap-
pened to be absent; and Duncan’s zeal was rewarvded
by the hatred of the Jacobites and the thanks of
the reigning parky, Hewas made Advoeate-Depute,
“and (says he) the Justice Clerk shows a grim sorh
of civility towards me, because he finds me plaguy
stubborn.”  Many of the Scots rebels were about to
be tried in England, and the Depute was to be seng
there as a prosecutor. Upon this he writes, “T am
determined fo refuse that employment.” He com-
posed, and transmitted to Sir Roberk Walpole, a
memorial, remonstrating firmly against the injustice
and impoliey of treating the rebels as the ministry
were about to dos fora sort of exterminating hill was
then in confemplation.  He evinced complete knoy-
ledge of Scotland, and of the great principle of re-
claiming a deluded people by fime and lenient
firmness, instead of vainly attempting to subdne
their turbulence by breaking their spirit.  # B very
man concerned in that odious werk cevtainly de-

| served death, and the punishment due by law, but

humanity and prudence forbade it. It was not it
to dispeople a country, nor prudent to arieve the
king’'s best friends, who mostly had some concern
in those unfortunate men, or expedient to give too
Just grounds of clamour to the disaffected.” Never-
theless, the system that had heen resolved on was
adopted. Tvery family trembled for a prosecufion;
suspicion, however slight, was a ground for im pri-
sonment, and those who were destined for trial
were either sent to Hngland, to them a foreign
country, or else subjected in Scotland to the zeal of
English judges and prosecutors. Torbes, seeing
he could not prevent this, did what he conld, by
promoting subscriptions for their relief; and he
writes thus to his brother at Cull oden, who, as well
as himself, had heen a personal sufferer from the
very men for whom he pleads: “ A contribution is
carrying on for the relief of the poor prisonevs at
Carlisle, from their necessitous condition. It is
cevtainly Christian, and by no means disloyal, to
sustain them in their indigent state until they are
found guilty. Uhe law has brought them fo Eng-
land to be tried by foreign juvies; so far is well
But no law can hinder a Scotsman to wish that his
countrymen not hitherto condemmued should not ba
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a derision to strangers, or perish for want of
necessary defence or sustenance, out of their own
country.”

In spite of all this, his character made him too
powerfal to be registed; and in 1722, he, with the
acquiescence of the ministry, obtained a seab in par-
liament, to which, in 1725, was added the office of
Tord Advocate. The discharge of those official
duties carvied him often to London, and opened
new views and opportunities of increased usefulness
to his conntry. The condition of Scofland was
then wretched in the extreme. Discontent pervaded
all ranks; the great families lorded it over their
vassals; a new and striet system of taxation was
introduced, and the poverty of the country rendered
it wnproductive and unpopular, The nation was
divided, in gentiment and hopes, into two parties,
Jacobites and Hanoverians. The incident of the
Porteous mob may give a glimpse of the fievee and
dizcontented spirit then rankling in Scotland.  For
all these cvils, the only remedy adopted was to
sbate nothing, and to enforce everything by English
counsels and Englishmen. Forbes took a ditferent
metkod, and not only directed the spivit of his
country, bubt conciliated its diseordant members
with astonishing glill. e endeavoured to extin-
emish the embers of rebellion, by gaining over the
Jacobites. This he did, by showing them.what he
called the folly of their designs, by seeking their
society, by exeluding them from no place for which
their characters or talents zave them a elaim, and,
above all, protecting them from proserviption. He
next endeavoured to habituate the people to the
equal and vegular control of the laws. He rigidly
investigated, but did not severely punish, popular
outrages ; but he was unsparing in his prosecution
of the provincial injustice by which the people were
@enerally oppressed. The injured were sure fo
find in him a friend, and the higher ranks univer-
wally feaved him, as the certain foe of all unfhir and
illiberal projects. Having thus secured a common
raspeet for the law, hie turned his mind to the im-
‘provement of the trade and agriculture of the king-
dom., He saw that internal trade would give em-
ployment to the hordes of idlers who infested the
country ; wounld interest proprietors in the improve-
1nent of their estates, and furnish the means both
of paying and levying texes. He made himself
master of the nature and history of almost every
mnanunfacture, and corresponded largely both with
the statesmen, the philosophers, and the merchants
of his day, about the means of introducing them
info Scotland. He planted the roots of those es-
tablishments which ave now flourishing in that
country, and excited a spirib of commereinl enter-
prise. =

Adam Smith had not yeb taught the nature and
canses of the wealth of nations; and it is therefore
not wonderful that Torbes fell into gome errors on
the principles of taxation and political economy.
These were the common errors of too much regula-
tion. Tf was n great object to encourage agricul-
ture by promoting the use of malt; and as it was
thought that the use of tea, then becoming general,
interfered with ale and twopenny, Forbes presented
to government a gcheme for preventing, or vather
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punishing, the use of tea: “which is now become
go common, that the meanest families, even of
labouring people, particularly in burghs, make their
morning’s meal of it; and the same drng supplies
all the labouring women with their afternoon’s en-
tertainments.”

In 1737, he was appointed President of the Court
of Session. It was with greab diffidence that he
aceephed of this situation. He threatened to shrink
back into private life, and would certainly have
done so but for the remonstrances of the most
eminent men of the time, among whom, Mansfield
told him that ib was like a general forsaking the
fight in the hottest of the fire. The conrt was in
a lamentable state when he joined it; bub he re-
formed it so thoronghly as to change even the
manners of the judges; and the lmw's delay,
grievous everywhere, but a peeuliar reproach to
Scotland, was so greatly mitigated that he could
say, in 1740, “ When the ferm ended this day, ne
cause, ripe for judgment, remained undetermined—
a civcumstance that hes not happened within any
man's memory.”

While he was thus engaged in the highest fune-
fions of civil life, the Pretender snddenly landed, in
1745. The eourt was shut by Act of Parliament,
and Forbes plunged himself into the very midst of
the disaffected district. On account of the military
abilities he had displayed in 1715, park of a regi-
ment was pub under his ordersy and having gob
twenty blank commissions for independent com-
panies, he established himgelf at Culloden, to which
estate he had succeeded by the death of his brother.
He was consulted by everybody, and particularly
by the government; but his adviee was, on many
points, fatally neglected. There was not, however, &
decided blunder committed, but it was followed by
a string of letters from the men in power, lament-
ing that they had not sooner adopted his advice.
His conduet was full of liberality and honour. THe
laments for the rebel leaders, as the unhappy
gentlemen in arms; begs one of them who had not
declaved, to keep his people from folly; and regrets
that, from the femper of the English at that time,
lenity was mnot to be expected., When he went
north, he found a total want of arms and money,
and wrote, day after day, imploring if it were but
a few pounds, and two or three muskebs, bub all in
vain ; although it was perfectly well known thas
his own funds had been speedily and cheerfully
exhansted.

Bad as all this wag, it was nothing compared
with the signnl ingratitude that was shown to
himgell after the rebellion was over. He had spent
three years’ rents of his estates in the public service,
and it is said he never recovered a farthing. The
minister was reported to have asked a statement of
his disbursements, but in such a way that the patriot
disduined aveply. Hewas thanked by his Majesty,
bub in no very gracious way; and one of the popu-
lar aceounts is probably the true one, that he was
disliked for having plainly, and in the king's pre-
sence, expressed his decided disapprobation of the
violence of the royal army. The atrocities of the
Duke of Cumberland are hardly yet forgotten in
Beotland.
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It is painful to be told that his sense of the in-
gratitude manifested towards him never left Forbes
till it was buried, two years afterswards (1747), in
the untimely grave to which it hastened him. We
fondly hope that the true religious principles which
animated his whole life, preserved him from any
unbecoming or depressing grief of spivik. Ile
thoronghly understood and believed the greab
truths of revealed religion. His age was the age
of scepticism and specnlative infideliby ; and, in a
small treatise of his, entitled, ¢ Reflections on In-
credulity,” he traces the infidel objections to their
true cause, the pride of intellech in fallen man, and
the alienation of the hewrt from God and holiness.
Bul he does not defend merely the ontworks of
truth, bub distinetly afiivms the early and total fall
of man, and the revelation of what natural religion
aever could have imagined, the possibility of divine
merey ab all, and the method of ibs exertion, by the
substitution of the God-man to suffer in the room
of the gniliy sinwer. He read the Old Testament
in the orviginal language, eight times over, and,
like many pions men of that time, was delighted to
trace, in the sacrifices of the Mosaie dispensation,
and even in the wrelched perversions of similar
rites in hieathen nations, the proof that from the
earliest times God had vevenled the grace of the
new covenant, by institutions which werve to keep
alive, till the fulness of the time, the hopes of the
coming Savipur.

About the year 1812, two large chests and three
sacks full of documents were discovered at Cul-
loden House. A selection was made and published
at the time. There arve vavious lairds, and other
personages, who make but a shabby figure in this
collection ; but the clear hononr and open heart of
him to whom they address themselves iz manifest
inevery page. Noneof his descendants or conntry-
men need to blush for him. _His statue, by Roubi-
line, with i6s earnest logk and sagacious brow, is
conspicnous in the Parliament House at Edinburgh,
to exeite the applause and emulation of fubure
Judges and advocates, and his memory lives in the
admiration of Seotland; a proof that, even since
she ceased fo be a separate kingdom, she has had
at least one statesman whose principles were as
pure as his understanding was enlightened, and
whose concern for his country was never once sus-
pected to be quickened by any regard to his own
power or emolument.

INCENDIARY MICE.

Mice, apbly deseribed by Johnson as being the
 smallest of all beasts—little animals that haunt
houses and corn-fields,” ave msually considered as
being merely mischievous mmisances, whose sole
destractive propensities ave divected aoainst candle-
ends, cheese, and corn, nibbling lhlontrh skirbing-
boards, eupboards, and hoxes, :md other trivial de-
predations.  We shall find, however, by a further
investigation of facts, that mice, pow e'.lc-sa as they
may seem to be of producing evil on a large scale,
may nevertheless cause a large and destructive
loss of property, and even of life.
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We find, by contemporary journals, that in the
bed-room of a certain individual a five is suddenly
found to be raging—an odd eircumstance, consider-
ing that no light or five of any description had been
in thc apartment for some time; but still more odd
was the locality of the five in this cagse—a chest of
drawers, shut and probably Ioclked. The mysterious
nature of the origin of this fire will be best seen by
quoting the account given of it by a local journal
ab the time of its oecenrrence.

“Mr. 1. Lewig, of Broadheath, discovered a fire
in his bedroom a day or two ago, the origin of
which is enveloped in the most profound mystery;
it occurred in a chest of drawers. What renders
it so mysterious is the fact that for many weeks
past there has been no light, or fire of any deserip-
tion, in this apartment. The fire originated in
a chest of drawers, the contents of which (lace,
and some volumes of the *Ilustrated London
News’) were burnt or damaged before the fire was
detected.”

1t svould not be the object of an ordinary incen-
dinvy to burn a few books. A fire lighted in a
drawer, and that drawer subsequently closed, could
but smonlder and smoke, and expire for want
of air to support combustion, This smouldering
might destroy, ag it actually did in this case, the
contents of the drawer, but the Hames would not
extend; the premises would be gafe, for the smoke

engendered wonld be such in quantity and quality

as fo insure early detection.

Now, from this plain statement of a fact, what
can we infer? A five iy discovered: how did if
orviginate? What the green fab ofthe turile is to
the alderman—what enrry and rice ave to the Indian
~—whab fub puppy and kitten pie are to the China-
men—such is phosphorus o the mouse—a decided
laxuvy, an epicurean morgean. Advantage of this
well-known partiality is taken by the commonly
used yermin poison, now extensively sold under
the name of *vermin-destroying paste,” the hasis
and active prineiple of which is phosphorns.  This
is self-evident from its smell, its being lmmninons
in the darl, the manner in which it bumq, and the
phoephoric acid produced by its combustion. A
thin layer of this, spread upon bread-and-buiter,
and pub in the neighbourhobd of its heles, will
lure the unsuspecting mouse from his ordinary
cheese or candle diet to the poisoned and invariably
fatal bait. We have watched its effects: at fivst it
appears to ach as a narcotie, or stupifying ngent; the
mouse walks and stumbles about, unheeding the
presence of man : it seems intoxicated. Death, how-
ever, soon follows ; and upon examining their bodies
a few minntes afterwards, evidence of extensive in-
flammation of the bowels is to be found. We have
seen vats similarly under its influence, and debected
the same post~-mortem appearances.

We will now adduce another fack, as bearing
considerably upon the subject nnder investigation.
Some few yearsago, afire originated in a cupboard,
very mysteriously.  BSafisfactory and conclusive
evidence was given at the time, that no lighted
candle or fire had been in the room for months.
The shelves of tlie cupboard, the floor, and the
ceiling of the room wnderneath were burnt; when,





