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majority of steam-frigates they have lately equipped,
will doubfless be formidable with their batteries of
filty guns ; but it has yet to be determined whether
a huge vessel, such as their “Ningara,” of fully
five thousand tons, and mounting only a dozen
picces of arfillery, may, notwithstanding their
heavy weight, noti be destroyed by one or two swift
gunboats armed with a solitary gun of equal cali-
bre; her huge bullk, even ati the distance of four
miles, being easily hit, while their pigmy assailant
waould be but a speck upon the waters. Be this as
it may, however, we have no doubt that in any
future contest the Americans will discharge their
duty well.

But it is ludicrous for the landsmen of America
ab present to proclaim that they arve ready to  whip
the Britishers and flog the world.” There is no
doubt that, as the great republic consists of at least
thirty states, many of which individually ave lavger
than the United Kingdom, in the course of ages
and progress of population, England is destined to
succumb to her offspring. The gigantic sire will
be followed by a still more gigantic son, under
whose younger and more vigorous arm it will be
no disgrace for his age and deecadence to fall. But
a long period must elapse before this eventuality
ocenrs, and the States themselves may previously
have been broken up by infernal discord. At pre-
sent, there is liftle doubt they would at first be
beaten in any conflict with the naval forces of Fng-
land or France; but their extent of sea-board is so
great, and their internal resources ave o vast, that
they could scarcely fail in the end to prevail.

CHARLES JAMES FOX.

Lorp Jouy Russern's © Letters ' and © Life"*of Fox,
contain little to modify the general estimate either
of his publie life or personal character. The story
of these stirring times, however, is always fresh;
and, in spite of the slovenly and confused manmner
of the biographer, many will read with interest
these memorials of the great Whig leader, whose
statue now faces that of his illustrions rival in the
Statesmen’s Gallery of the New Palace at West-
minster.

The publie life of Mr. Fox commenced in the
House of Commons, where he made his maiden
speech on the 9th of May, 1769, when little more
than twenty years of age. On the 14th he again
rpoke in favour of the expulsion of the famous de-
magogue, John Wilkes. These youthful speeches
were “ off-hand,” as his father, Lord Holland, exult-
ingly gaid, and were remarkable for talent and not a
fittle youthful forwardness. Horace Walpole, that
invaluable chronicler of incidents not included in
formal histories of his time, notices the * parts and
presumption” of the young orator. Lord John
Russell remarks of the same speeches, that *his
doetrines ab this time of his life were neither favour-
able to popular liberty nor agreeable to the practice
of the constitution.” He speedily changed, Liowever,
and hecame emphatically « the man of the people.”

* Bentloy, 1850,

CHARLES JAMES FOX.

In looking back upon the debates and conflicts of
those times, it is melancholy to reflect how much
time and energy were devoted to struggles for
political power. The national strength, which, in
the time of Chatham, had been combined for the
defence and glory of the British Empire, was now
wasted in intestine discussions. For thirty years
of the reign of George 111, the politics of the nation
were comprised in a struggle between Privilege and
Prevogative. The king fancied and declared that
the Whig party wanted ©to make him a slave for
life;” and, whether right or wrong, his ruling idea
was to resist them fo the ubtmost of his power
There were always men eager to take advantage of
this state of feeling, and to advance themselves
under the gnise of being the “king's friends.”
Others, on the contrary, appealed to the people for
support, while maintaining that the king was aim-
ing ab ““personal government ” and “irresponsible
power.”

The results of this conflict ave thus briefly de-
geribed by Liord John Russell in his “ Life of Fox.”

“George 11 was animated by a consecientious
principle and a ruling passion. The conscientious
principle was an honest desive to perform his duty ;
and the ruling passion was a strong determination
to make the conclusiong of his narrow intellect and
ill-furnished mind prevail over the opinions of the
wigest, and the combinations of the most powerful,
of his subjects.

“For the space of fifty years these two traits of:
hig character had a mighty influence on the for-
tunes of Gireat Britain and of Kuvope. His domes-
tic life, the virtuous example which he gave in his
own court, his sincere piety, contributed much to
the firmness with which the nation resisted the ex-
ample of the French Revolution, and gave solid
support to the throne on which he sate. But his
political prejudices prolonged the contest with
America; hig religious intolerance alienated the
affections of Treland; his national pride, and his
hatred of democracy, promoted the wars against
T'rance, whether monarchical or Jacobin.

“On the other hand, it was the task of M. Fox
to vindicate, with partial success, bubwith brillians
ability, the cause of freedom and the interests of
mankind. He resisted the mad perseverance of'
Lord North in the project of subduing America.
He opposed fhe war undertaken by Mr. Pith against
France, as unnecessary and unjust. He proved
himself ab all fimes the friend of religious liberty,
and endeavoured to free both the Protestant and
Roman Cafholic dissenters from disabilities on ac-
count of their religions faith. He denounced the
slave trade. He supported at all times a reform of
the House of Commons.

“These views and sentiments made him through
life obnoxious to the king. The results of this
anfagonism were throughout, on both sides, not
only political, but also in some degree personal.
Thug, for a great part of his life, he appears as a
kind of vival to the sovereign upon the throne.”

It was to this antagonism that Dr. Johnson
referved when he said, © Fox is a most extraordinary
man, who has divided the kingdom with Casgar;
g0 that it was a doubt whether the nation shonld
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be ruled by the seepirve of (eorge 1y or the tongue
of Tox.”

Happily, the politics of those times have loug
heen extines. All parties in the sbate are now ab
one in regard to the limits of royal and parliament-
ary power. In so far as they eonduced to a clearer
understanding of these constitutional principles,
the conflicts of other days were not without power-
ful influence. The convulsions following the French
Revolation, the glorious dictatorship of M. Pitt,
and the wars with Napoleon, delayed but did notb
prevent the general recognition of the constitutional
principles which had been fought out between
(Gteorge 11 smd Mr. Fox, and upon which all British
statesmen are now agreed.

From the contemporaries of Fox we obain testi- |
monies of his power as an orator; far beyond whet
could be gathered from the imperfect reports of his
gpeeches. Tord Hrskine dilates on “his glorious
conceptions, the depth and extent of his informa-
tion, the retentive powers of his memory,” and
other elements of public eloquence ecual to the
areatest orabor of antiguity.  * He possessed, above
all men T ever knew, the most gentle and yeb the |
mogt ardent spirit—a rarve and happy combination!
e had nourished in his mind all the manly and
generous sentiments which are the troe supports of
the gocial world; he was tremblingly alive to every
kind of private wrong ov suffering; and from the
habitual and fervent contemplation of the just
principles of government, he had the most bitter
and unextinguishable eontempt for the low arts of
political intrigue, and an indignant abhorrence of
every species of byranmy, oppression, and in-
Justice. 1

* Horace Walpole says: “¥Fox had not the un-
graceful hesitation of his father, yet scarce equalled
him in subflety and acuteness. Bub no man eyer
excelled him in fhe closeness of argument, which
flowed from him in a torrent of vehiemence, as de-
clamation sometimes does from these who want
argument,” Burke hag called him ¢ the greatest de-
bater the world ever saw ;” Mackintesh, ¢ the most
Demosthenean speaker since Demosthenes.” ™

The personal character and private life of Mr.
Tox had too much influence on his public career
and destiny, to be thrown entirely out of sight, and
offers, besides, a vivid picture of a state of society
happily vanished from every rank, and for ever.
Precocions, indulged beyond measure, and led into
temptation even by his own father, there is much
allowanee to be made for the impetuous passions
and disselute habits of Chales James Fox. Yet,
condemnation cannot be dumb.  “ Before Mr. Fox's
entrance into office, George 11 looked npon him as
adissolute and mmprineipled man, in whom he could
place noconfidence, and from whom he could expech
no support. But a stronger feeling than distrust
and dislike now sprung up. The Prince of Wales,
a8 soon a8 he was old enough $o appear in public,
took a course very distasteful tohis father. Coming
from a strict and religious home, he surprised and
shocked socicty by his very lax morals, while he
gained the goodwill of muny by his agreeable man- |

# ox's Speeckes, vol 1.0 Letler of Lord Ergldne,

CHARLES JAMES FOX.

ners and convivigl disposition® He offended tho
king by inattention, and Dy evineing opeuly his
want of respect for his royal pavent. One day when
the Prince of Wales, with his uncle, the Duke of
Cumbeiland, attended the king's hunt, the prince
and the duke, at the end of the day’s sport, got into
the only hack-chaise that eould be procured, and
went off to London, leaving the king to shift as he
conldl. Anoether offence waz the prince’s habit of
frequent vigits to Mr. Fox’s honse, where, though
not in his presence, language little decorous to the
sovereign was frequently heard. On the day Mr.
Fox resigned the seals of office, the prince dined
with him, and, expressing much kindness fowards
Tim, assured him that he shonld ever consider Tiord
Rockingham’s friends ns the persong the most o
be depended mpon, and as the best friends of the
country.t Thus the king was shocked by the
morals, thwarted by the politics, and deeply irri-
tated Ly the personal conneotions of hisson. ‘While
he was painfully struggling against parfy, he sawa
new banner of opposition unfurled by the heir to
the throne, and attributed to his late minister the
alienation of one from whom he had expected sub-
mission and ebedience.

* Charles Tox, now released from the forced in-
dnstry of office, fell back into licentions habits and
idle dissipation. Mr. Hare, one of his best friends,
snid he saw him seldom escept at supper at Brools’s,
with Lord John Townshend.” It was to this, one
of his best friends, that the mot is applicable, when
Fox saw the Jew money-lenders on the look-out,
and exclaimed, “ Genflemen, are you Fox-lunting
or Have-hunting this merming

Gambling was indeed a greater vice of the day,
than even infemperance and open profligacy, which,
alaz! were fashionable too.  “TIt is to be lamented,”
says Lord John, “that, during this period of his
life, Mr. Fox entered deeply—almost madly—into
the pursnit of gaming. Lord Egremont afterwards
suspected that he was the dupe of foul play. Be
that as it might, he borrowed to such an extent,
that the purchase of the anunities he had granfed
cost his fond and indulgent father ne less & snm
than £140,000.” And Horace Walpole tells us:
“ As fhe gaming and extravagance of young men of
cuality had arrived now at a pitch never heard of]
it is worth while to give some account of it. They
had a club at Almack’s, in Pall Mall, where they
played only for rouleaus of £50 each, and generally
there was £10,000 in specie on the fable. Lond
Holland had paid above £20,000 for his two sons.
Nor were the manners of the gamesters, or even
their dresses for play, nndeserving notice. They
began by pulling off their embroidered clothes, sud
put on frieze greateoats, or turned their coats nside
outwards for lndk, They put on pieces of leather
{zuch s are worn by footmen when they clean the
kniveg) to save their laced ruffles, and, to guard
their eyes from the light and to prevent tumbling
their hair, wore high-crowned straw hats with broad
Lrims and adorned with #owers smd ribbons; masks,
o eonceal their emofions when they played at

* Walpole's * Greurge 111,*
1 Fitzpatrick's " Journak'' Corr,
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quinze. Euch gamester had a small neat stand by
lim, to hold their tea, or a wooden bowl with an
edge of ormolu to hold their rouleans. They bor-
rowed great sums of Jews at exorbitant premiumis.
Charles Fox called his outward room, where those
Jows waited ill he rose, lus Jernsalem: Chamber.”

The record of early irregularities affords a stril-
ing warning to the young. Taking only the lower
ground of worldly poliey, the lesson of early and
more mature vices is a pitiable one for men of all
ages and degrees; and we see the force of the bio-
grapher’s softened allusion to “a fondness for the
pleasures of unbridled youth, which in his after life
marred the effect of his brilliant talents, and pre-
venbed his acquiring the entire confidence of the
moral and sober part of the nation.”

Had Charles Fox united weight of character to
his gvea$ abilities and generous qualities, he might
have swayed the destinies of the nation o a greater
exbent, and with more of popular abtachment, than
any minister that has existed since the duys of
CUardinal Wolsey.

THE CAB-STAND,

'Tip cab-stand, as an ingtitution long established in
London and in other large towns, must be familiar
to most of our readers, though few of them, probably,
vegard it as an object of any peculiar interest. A
string of cabs in single file, eachwith its “speenla-
tive” steed, drowsily resting his weary legs one ab
atime; afew drivers, some asleep on the box, others
in strageling groups, exchanging rough compli-
ments, or, with hands buried in their pockets, and
coats buttoned to the chin, padding the sloppy
ground, and peering wistfully about for customers ;
some fifty yards of macadam in solution, or of
granite paving-stones ankle-deep in mud, on the
surface of which lie fragmentary whisps of hay
and patches of seatteved chaff, with here and there
a pewber pot and scraps of tobacco-pipe; such, and
nothing more, is the cab-stand to the common eye.
Perhaps, if we look at it a little neaver, we may see
a little more. Let us try.

The cab-stand which is the subject of our con-
templation stands a little way in the suburbs—it
matters not in what direction—and its site runs
pavallel, not with a row of shops, of private houses,
or even with a brick wwall, but with the wooden
palings which divide the garden-grounds of a
nursery-man from the public road. The vehicles,
in close rank, tonch the kerh, and fthe long narrowy
avenue befween that and the palings is, o all
intents and purposes, cabbie’s private domain and
park; the “public in general” having by tacit con-
sent made it over to him, and chosen the other
side of the way for themselves. We have noticed,
for years past, that this particular Stand is a favour-
ite with the professors of the whip, and that, lot
the weather be what it will, and though the eabs
may have vanished from all other Stands, yon ave
pretby cerbain to meet with one there. There are,
in trath, more reasons than one for this preference.
In the first place, the spot is rural and pleasant;
in the gecond place, it is situate at a point just over

the mile from the two greab railway stations, and
therefore is hardly liable to the abomination of &
sixpenny fare; in the third place, the beer at the
neighbouring “public” is of the kind for which
cabmen have a predilection; and fourthly, the
Stand iz net plagued by a table of fares and dis-
tances stuck up on a beard. which atb other places
ig apt, by its gratuitous information, to mar the
speculations of the members of the brotherhood.
We might add, as another reason, that the site is
almost clear of the omnibus roules, and thus the
cab-drivers suffer little from the competition of
conductors.

The above reasons may perhaps account for the
partiality of the eabmen for this particular Stand.
At any rate, heve yon will find them in considerable
force all the day long, and, for the matter of that,
all the night too. What they do in the panses—
and they arve very long pauses sometimes—befeen
the fares, it is not cagy to declare. Thereisa good
deal of barter going on at times:; we have seen
exchanges of a vather singular kind fake place,
which have quite puzzled our powers of valuabion ;
such as two capes from a many-caped coab, in com-
pensation for a dog-collar—a catch-"em-alive raé-
trap against a mose-bng—a. pair of gaiters, rather
shreddy from wear, for a corry-comb—and a razor,
not by any means warranted to shave, in lien of a
tobaceo-box. The occupations of anindustrial kind
are many, bub are all pursued in an off-hand kind
of way, as though it did not much matter if they
were neglected dn tofo. 'Thereis polishing of plate
harness, a little greasing of wheels, some dusting of
cushions, dittio cleaning of panels and muddy spolkes,
with a showat least of sweeping out and ventilating
their vehicles, which ave, for the most pavt, sadly in
wanb of renovation. Then there is the plaiting of
whips, and the renewal of whip-ends, and much
chaffering on the score of whip-handles. Bub the
chief pastime of all is conversation, and exchange of|
ideas on matters public and private. We are of
opinicn thab it wonld be extremely difficult for any
other than o cabman to come ab the real sentiments
of the fraternity, even if he were admitted to these
open-air but private conclaves; because the dis-
eussions are carried on in a phraseology so won-
derfully abbreviated as to be intelligible only to
themselves. Their ntterances are the veriest sam-
ples of the muliwm in parvoever met with. Takea
specimen which we overheard accidentally the other
day.

“ Seen Brimble, Ned 27

¥ Rayther !

“ How about his old ‘ooman?

Al vight—four o'clock 's mornin.”

“ Bwoy

“iGal

#Mhat makes five on ‘em "

“ B

S Wh-whew 1

Thus is the navrative of My, Brimble's dorestic
felicity shorn of its fair proportions on the cab-
stand, and thus curfly is expressed the brotherly
gympathy in his paternal embarrassments. There
is @ walid ground, however, for this breviky of
gpeech, and it will be found in the peculiar eir-





