TOUSSAINT L'OUVERTURE AND THE REPUBLIC

OF HAYTI

/Acs T the middle of the chain of islands composing the

'é,tf West Indies, lies one of large size discovered by

W, Columbus on the 6th of December 1492, and called
| &L/ YUY by him, in honour of his native country, Hispaniola,
~="or Little Spain. This name, however, was afterwards aban-

Mondoned, and the island was called St Dominge, from the
). name of its principal town. Latterly, this second appella-
5 tion has likewise dropped out of use, and the island now
bears the name of Hayti, a word signifying mountainous, by
which name it was called by its original inhabitants before the
visit of Columbus.

Hispaniola, St Domingo, or Hayti, is not only one of the
largest, but also one of the most beautiful and productive islands
in the West Indies. Extending a length of 800 miles by a
breadth of from 60 to 150, it presents great diversity of scenery—
lofty mountains, deep valieys, and extensive plains or savannahs,
clothed with the luxuriant vegetation of a tropical climate. The
sea swee[;;; boldly here and there into the land, forming com-
modious harbours and charming bays. The air on the plains is
warm, and laden with the perfume of flowers; and the sudden
changes trom drought to rain, though trying to a European con-
sti_tiution, are favourable to the growth of the rich products of the
soil,

Columbus and his successors havine founded a settlement in

the ]i\slaud, it bhecame one of the Spanish colonial possessions, to
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the great misfortune of the unhappy natives, who were almost
annihilated by the labour which the colonists imposed upon them.
As Spain, however, extended her conquests in the American
mainland, the importance of Hispaniola as a colony began to
decline; and at the beginning of the seventeenth century the
island had become neaﬁy a desert, the natives having been all
but extirpated, and the Spanish residents being few, and con-
gregated in several widely-separated stations round the eoast.
At this time the West Indian seas swarmed with buecaneers,
adventurers without homes, families, or country, the refuse of all
nations and climes. These men, the majority of whom were
TFrench, English, and Duteh, being Frevented by the Spaniards
from holding any permanent settlement in the mew world,
banded together in self-defence, and roved the seas in quest of
subsistence, seizing vessels, and occasionally landing on the coast
of one of the Spanish possessions, and committing terrible ravages.
A party of these buccaneers had, about the year 1629, occupied
the small island of Tortuga on the north-west coast of St
Domingo. TFrom this island they used to make frequent incur-
sions into St Domingo, for the purpose of hunting ; the forests of
that island abounding with wild cattle, horses, and swine, the
progeny of the tame animals which the Spaniards had introduced
mto theisland. Atlength, after various struggles with the Spanish
occupants, these adventurers made good their footing in the island
of 5t Domingo, drove the Spaniards to its eastern extremity, and
hecame masters of its western parts. As most of them were of
French origin, they were desirous of placing themselves under
the protection of Franee; and Louis XIV. and his government
being flattered with the prospect of thus acquiring a rich posses-
sion in the new world, a friendly intercourse between France
and St Domingo began, and the western part of the island
assumed the character of a flourishing French colony, while the
Spanish colony in the other end of the island correspondingly
declined.

From 1776 to 1789, the French colony was at the height of its
}Jrosperit;'. To use the words of a French historian, everything
iad received a prodigious improvement. The torrents had been
arvested in their course, the marshes drained, the forests cleared ;
the soil had been enrviched with foreign plants ; roads had been
opened across the asperities of the mountains ; safe pathways had
been constructed over chasms; bridees had heen built over rivers
which had formerly been passed with danger by means of ox-
skin boats ; the winds, the tides, the currents, had been studied,
50 as to secure to ships safe sailing and convenient harbourage.
Villas of pretty but simple architecture had risen along the bor-
ders of the sea, while mansions of greater magniticence embellished
the intevior. Public buildings, 3105}31'.'{.:%15, aqueducts, fountains,
and baths, rendered life agreeable and healthy ; all the comforts
of the old world had been transported into the new, In 1789 the
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population of the colony was 665,000; and of its staple pro--
ducts, it exported in that year 68,000,000 pounds of coffee and
163,000,000 pounds of sugar. The French had some reason
to be proud of St Domingo; it was their best colony, and
it promised, as they thought, to remain for ages in their pos-
session. Many French families of note had emigrated to the
island, and settled in it as planters; and both by means of
commerce, and the passing to and fro of families, a constant
intercourse was maintained between the colony and the mother
country.

Circumstanees eventually proved that the expectation of kee
ing permanent possession oF St Domingo was likely to be falla-
cious. The constitution of society in the island was unsound.
In this, as in all the European colonies in the new world, negro
slavery prevailed. To supply the demand for labour, an impor-
tation of slaves from Africa had been going on for some time at
the rate of about 20,000 a-year; and thus at the time at which we
are now arrived there was a black population of between 500,000
and 600,000. These negroes constituted an overwhelming majo-
rity of the inhabitants of the colony, for the whites did not
amount to more than 40,000. But besides the whites and the
negroes, there was a third class in the population, arising from
the intermixture of the white and negro races. These were the
people of colowr, including persons of all varieties of hue, from
the perfect sable of the freed negro, to the most delicate tinge
marking remote negro ancestry in a white man. Of these various
classes of mulattoes, at the time of which we are now speaking,
there were about 30,000 in the colony.

Although perhaps less cruelly treated than others in a state of
hopeless servitude, the negroes of St Domingo were not exempt
from the miseries which usually accompany slavery; yet they
were not so ignorant as not to know their rights as members of
the human family. Receiving occasional instruction in the
doctrines of Christianity, and allowed by their masters to enjoy
the holidays of the church, they were accustomed to ponder on the
principles thus presented to their notice, and these they perceived
were at variance with their condition. This dawning of intelli-
gence among the negroes caused no alarm to the planters gene-
rally. The French have always been noted for making the
kindest slave-owners. Imitating the conduct of many of the old
nobility of France in their intercourse with the peasantry, a
number of the planters of St Domingo were attentive to the
wants and feelings of their negro dependents—encouraging their
sllmrts, taking cave of them in sickness, and cherishing them in
old age. In the year 1685, likewise, Louis XIV. had published
a code noir, or black code, containing a number of regulations for
the humane treatment of the negroes in the colonies. Still, there
were miseries inseparable from the system, and which could not

be mitigated ; and in 3t Domingo, as in all the other colonies of
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the new world, slavery was maintained by the cruelties of the
whip and the branding-iron. It was only, we may easily sup-
pose, by a judicious blending of kindness and severity, that a
population of upwards of 500,000 negroes could be kept in sub-
Jjection by 40,000 whites.

The condition of the mulatfo population deserves particular
attention. Although nominally free, and belonging to no indi-
vidual master, these mulattoes occupied a very degraded social
position. Regarded as public property, they were obliged to
serve in the colonial militia without any pay. They could hold
no publie trust or employment, nor fill any of the liberal profes-
sions—law, medicine, divinity, &e. They were not allowed to sit
at table with a white, to occupy the same place at chureh, to bear
the same name, or to be buried in the same spot. Offences which
in a white man were visited with scarcely any punishment, were
punished with great severity when committed by a mulatto.
There was one circumstance, however, in the condition of the
mulattoes, which operated as a balance to all those indignities,
and enabled them to become formidable in the colony— they
were allowed to acquire and to hold property to any amount.
Able, energetic, and rendered doubly intent upon the acquisition
of wealth by the power which it gave them, many of these
mulattoes or people of colonr became rich, purchased estates, and
equalled the whites as planters. Not only so, but, possessin
the tastes of Europeans and gentlemen, they ‘used to quit Sgc
Domingo and pay occasional visits to what they as well as the
whites regarded as their mother country. It was customary
for wealthy mulattoes to send their children to Paris for their
education. It onght to be remarked also 1'esrecting the mulatto
part of the population of St Domingo, that they kept aloof both
from the pure whites and the pure negroes. The consciousness
of his relationship to the whites, as well as his position as a free
man, and frequently also as the owner of negro slaves, gave
the mulatto a contempt and dislike for the negro ; while, on the
other hand, he had suffered too much from the whites to enter-
tain any affection for them. The most inveterate enemies of the
mulattoes among the whites were the lower classes, or, as the
mulattoes called them, Les petits blancs—* The little whites.” These
petits blanes regarded the mulattoes not only with the prejudice
of race, but with feelings of envy on account of their wealth,
Among the whites themselves there were feuds and party dif-
ferences, arising from difference of social position. &‘he petits
blanes grumbled at the unequal distribution of the good things of
the island, while the superior men among the whites, proud of
their descent from old French families, were not content with
merely being rich, but wished also to have titles, to make the
distinction between them and the other colonists greater. Such
was the state of society in the colony of 8t Domingo in the year
1780-90, when the French Revolution broke out.
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FOLENCH REVOLUTION—INSURRECTION IN TIIE ISLAND.

Although situated at the distance of 3500 miles from the
mother country, St Domingo was not long in responding to the
political agitations which broke out in Paris in 1789.  When the
news reached the colony that the king had summoned the States-
oeneral, all the French part of the island was in a ferment.
Considering themselves entitled to share in the national commo-
tion, the colonists held meetings, passed resolutions; and elected
eighteen deputies to be sent home to sit in the States-general as
representatives. - The eighteen deputies reached Versailles a con-
siderable time after the States-general had commenced their
sittings, and constituted themselves the National Assembly;
and their arrival not a little surprised that body, who probably
never expected deputies from St Domingo, or who at all events
thought eighteen deputies too many for one colony. Accord-
ingly, it was with some difficulty that six of them were allowed
to take their seats. At that time colonial gentlemen were 1ot
held in great favour at Paris. Among the many feelings which
then simultaneously stirred and agitated that great metropolis,
there had sprung up a strong feeling against negro slavery.
Whether the enthusiasm was kindled by the recent proceedings of
Clarkson and Wilberforce in London, or whether 1t was derived
by the French themselves from the political maxims then afloat,
the writers and speakers of the Revolution made the iniquity of
negro slavery one of their most frequent and favourite topics;
and there had just been founded in Paris a society called Amis
des Noirs, or Friends of the Blacks, of which the leading reyo-
Iutionists were members. These Amis des Noirs seem partly to.
have been influenced by a real benevolent zeal in behalf of the
negroes, and partly to have employed the movement for the eman-
cipation of the slaves in the colonies merely as an instrument to
assist them in their home-politics. To them negro slavery was
a splendid instance of despotism ; and in rousing the public mind
by their orations and writings respecting the blacks, they were
creating that vehement force of opinion which was to sweep
away French monarchy and French feudalism. They succeeded
in raising a prejudice against the colonists and their interests.
When a planter from the sugar islands made his appearance
in the streets of Paris, he was looked at as a walking specimen
of a despot who had grown rich at the expense of the blood
and the agonies of his fellow-men. The mulattoes, on the other
hand, then resident in Paris, the young men who had been sent
over for their education, as well as those who chanced to have
come on a visit, were diligently sought out by the Amis des Noirs,
and became public pets. ~ Amiable, well-educated, and interesting
in their appearance, it gave great point and effect to the eloguence
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of a revolutionist orator to have one of these young mulattoes by
his side when he was speaking ; and when, at the conclusion of
a passage in praise of liberty, the orator would twrn and indicate
with his finger his coloured fiiend, or when, yielding to French
impulse, he would throw his arms round him and embrace him
with sobs, how could the meeting be unmoved, or the cheering
fail to be loud and long ?

The intelligence of what was occurring at Paris gave great
alarm in St Domingo. When the celebrated declaration of
vights, asserting all men to be “free and equal,” reached the
island along with the news of the proceedings of the Amis des
Noirs, the whites, almost all of whom were interested in the pre-
servation of slavery, looked upon their ruin as predetermined.
They had no objection to freedom in the abstract, treedom which
should apply only to themselves, but they considered it a violation
of all decency to speak of black men, mere property, having poli-
tical rights. 'What disheartened the whites gave encouragement
to the mulattoes. Rejoicing in the idea that the French people
were their friends, they became turbulent, and rose in arms in
several places, but were without much difficulty put down. Two
or three whites, who were enthusiastic revolutionists, sided with
the insurgents; and one of them, M. De Beaudierre, fell a victim
to the fury of the colonists. The negro population of the island
remained quiet; the contagion of revolutionary sentiments had
not yet reached them.

‘When the National Assembly heard of the alarm which the new
constitution had excited in the colonies, they saw the necessity
for adopting some measures to allay the storm ; and accordingly,
on the 8th of March 1790, they passed a resolution disclaiming
all intention to legislate sweepingly for the internal affairs of the
colonies, and authorising each colony to mature a plan for itself
in its own legislative assembly (the Revolution having super-
seded the old system of colonial governmens by royal officials,
and given to each colony a legislative assembly, consisting of
representatives elected by the colonists), and submit the same fo
the National Assembly. This resolution, which gave great dis-
satisfaction to the Amis des Nvirs in Paris, 1}1'u§uced a tempo-
rary calm in 8t Domingo. Tor some time nothing was to be
heard but the bustle of elections thronghout the colony: and
at length, on the 16th of April 1790, the general assembly
met, consisting of 213 representatives. With great solemnity,
and at the same time with great enthusiasm, they began their
work—a work which was to be nothing less than a complete
reformation of all that was wrong in St Domingo, and the pre-
paration of a new constitution for the future government of the
island. The colonists were scarcely less excited about this
miniature revolution of their own, than the French nation had
been about the great revolution of the mother country. All eyes
were upon the proceedings of the assembly; and at length, on
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the 28th of May, it published the results of its deliberations in
the form of a new constitution, consisting of ten articles. The
provisions of this new constitution, and the language in which
they were expressed, were astounding: they amounted, in fact,
to the throwing off of all allegiance to the mother country.
This very unforeseen result created great commotion in the
island. The ery rose everywhere that the assembly was rebelling:
against the mother country ; some districts recalled their deputies,
declaring they would have no concern with such presumptuous
proceedings ; the governor-general, M. Peynier, was bent on

issolving the assembly altogether; riots were breaking ouf in
various parts of the island, and a civil war seemed impending,
when in one of its sittings the assembly, utterly bewildered and
terrified, adopted the extraordinary resolution of going on board
a ship of war then in the harbour, and sailing bodily to France,
to consult with the National Assembly. Accordingly, on the 8th
of August, eighty-five members, being nearly all then left sitting,
embarked on board the Leopard, and, amid the prayers and tears
of the colonists, whose admiration of such an instance of heroism
and self-denial exceeded all bounds, the anchor was weighed, and
the vessel set sail for Europe.

In the meantime, the news of the proceedings of the colonial
assembly had reached France, and all parties, royalists as well
as revolutionists, were indignant at what they called the impu-
dence of these colonial legislators. The Amis des Noirs of
course took an extreme interest in what was going on; and
under their auspices, an attempt was made to take advantage of
the disturbances prevailing in the island for the purpose of me-
liorating the condition of the coloured population. A young
mulatto named James Ogé was then residing in Paris, whither
he had been sent by his mother, a woman of colouy, the proprie-
trix of a plantation in St Domingo. Ogé had formed the ac-
quaintance of the Abbe Gregoire, Brissot, Robespierre, Lafayette,
and other leading revolutionists connected with the society of
the Amis des Noirs, and fired by the ideas which he derived
from them, as well as directly instigated by their advice, he re-
solved to return to St Domingo, and, rousing the spirif of insur-
rection, become the deliverer of his enslaved race. Accordingly,
paying a visit to America first, he landed in his native island on
the 12th of October 1790, and announced himself as the redresser
of all wrongs. DMatters, however, were not yet ripe for an insur-
rection; and after committing some outrages with a force of 200
mulattoes, which was all he was able to raise, Ogé was defeated,
and obliged, with one or two associates, to take refuge in the Spa-
nish part of the island. M. Blanchelande succeeding M. Peynier
as governor-general of the colony, demanded Ogé from the Spa-
niards; and in March 1791 the wretched young man, after betray-
ing the existence of a wide-laid conspiracy among the mulattoes
and negroes of the island, was broken alive upon the wheel.
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All this occurred while the eighty-five members of the assembly
were absent in France. They had reached that country in Sep-
tember 1790, and been well received at first, owing to the novelty
and picturesqueness of their conduct; but when they appeared
before the National Assembly, that body treated them with
marked insult and contempt. On the 11th of October, Barnave
proposed and carried a decree annulling all the acts of the colo-
nial assembly, dissolving it, declaring its members ineligible
again for the same office, and detaining the eighty-five unfortu-
nate gentlemen prisoners in France. Barnave, however, was
averse to any attempt on the part of the National Assembly to
force a constitution upon the colony against its will; and espe-
cially he was averse to any direct mterference between the
whites and the people of colour. These matters of internal
regulation, he said, sllmuld be left to the colonists themselves; all
that the National Assembly should require of the colonists was,
that they should act in the general spirit of the Revolution.
Others, however, among whom were Gregoire, Brissot, Robes-
pierre, and Lafayette, were for the home government dictating
the leading articles of a new constitution for the colony; and
especially they were for some sweeping assertion by the National
Assembly of the equal citizenship of the coloured inhabitants of
the colony. Tor some time the debate was carried on between
these two parties; but the latter gradually gained strength, and
the storm of public indignation which was excited by the news
of the cruel death of Og¢ gave them the complete victory., Tra-
gedies and dramas founded on the story of Ogé were acted in
the theatres of Paris, and the popular feeling against the
planters and in favour of the negroes grew vehement and un-
governable. “ Perish the colonies,” said Robespierre, “rather
than depart, in the case of our coloured brethren, from those uni-
versal principles of liberty and equality which it is our glory to-
have laid down.” Hurried on by a tide of enthusiasm, the
National Assembly, on the 15th of May, passed a decree declar-
ing all the people of colour in the French colonies born of free
parents entitled to vote for members of the colonial judicatures,
as well as to be elected to seats themselves. This decree of ad-
mission to citizenship concerned, it will be observed, the mulat-
toes and free blacks only; it did not affect the condition of the
slave population.

In little more than a month this decree, along with the intelli-
gence of all that had been said and done when it was passed,
reached St Domingo. The colony was thrown into convulsions.
The white colonists stormed and raged, and there was no extre-
mity to which, in the first outburst of their anger, they were not
ready to go. The national cockade was trampled under foot, It
was proposed to forswear allegiance to the mother country, seize
the French ships in the harbours, and the goods of French mer-
chants, and hoist the British flag instead of the French.  The
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wovernor-general, M. Blanchelande, trembled for the results.
But at length the fury of the colonists somewhat subsided : a new
colonial assembly was convened : hopes began to be entertained
that something might be effected by its Tabours, when lo! the
news ran through the island like the tremor of an earthquake—
“The blacks have risen.” The appalling news was too true. The
conspiracy, the existence of which had been divulged by Ogé
before his execution, had burst into explosion. The outbreak had
been fixed for the 25th of August; but the negroes, impatient as
the time drew near, had commenced it on the night of the 22d.
The insurrection broke out first on a plantation near the town of
Cape Francois; but it extended itself immediately far and wide;
and the negroes rising on every plantation, first murdered their
masters and their families, and set fire to their houses, and then
poured in to swell the insurgent army. The greater part of the
mulattoes joined them, and took a leading share in the insur-
rection. The horrors which were perpetrated by the negroes
cannot, dare not be related. On one plantation the standard of
the insurgents was the body of a white infant impaled on a
stake; on another, the insurgents, dragging a white, a carpenter,
from his hiding-place, declared that he should die in the way of
his occupation, and accordingly they bound him between two
boards and sawed him through. But these are among the least
savage of the enormities which were committed during the insur-
rection. “It was computed,” says Mr Bryan Edwards, the
historian of the West Indies, ¢ that, within two months after the
revolt first began, upwards of two thousand white persons of all
conditions and ages had been massacred, that one hundred and
eighty sugar plantations, and about nine hundred coffee, cotton,
and indigo settlements had been destroyed, and one thousand
#wo hundred families reduced from opulence to absolute beggary.”
But after the first shock was over, the whites of the cities had
armed themselves, and marched out to attack the negroes, and
their retaliation was severe. They outdid the negroes in the
cruelty of their tortures. “Of the insurgents,” continues the
same authority, it was reckoned that upwards of ten thousand
had perished by the sword or by famine, and some hundreds by
the hands of the executioner—many of them, I am sorry to say,
under the torture of the wheel.”

The insurrection was successful. Although the numerical loss
of the insurgents had been greater than that of the whites, yet
the Tatter saw that it was in vain to hold out longer against such
a large body of foes. Accordingly, on the 11th of September, a
truce was concluded between the whites and the mulattoes in the
western province ; and following this good example, the general
assembly of the colony came to a resolution to admit the ob-
noxious decree of the 15th of May, which recognised the equal
citizenship of all persons of colour born of free parents. As the

refusal to admit this decree had been the pretext for the insur-
13 9



TOUSSAINT LOUVERTURE AND THE REPUBLIC OF HAYTL.

rection, this concession, along with some others, had the effect of
restoring order ; although, as may be readily conceived, the
blacks, who gained nothing by the concession, were far from
being conciliated or satisfied. The mulattoes, however, were
now gained over to the side of the whites, and the two together
hoqg to be able to keep the negroes in greater awe.

Meanwhile strange proceedings relative to the colonies were
occurring in the mother ecountry. The news of the insurrection
of the blacks had not had time fo reach Paris; but the intelli-
gence of the manner in which the decree of the 15th of May had

een received by the whites in 5t Domingo had ereated great
alarm. “ We are afraid we have been too hasty with that decree
of ours about the rights of the mulattoes: it is likely, by all
accounts, to oceasion a civil war between them and the whites;
and if so, we run the risk of losing the colony altogether.” This
was the common talk of the politicians of Paris. Accordingly,
they hastened to undo what they had done four months before,
and on the 24th of September the National Assembly actually
repealed the decree of the 15th of May by a large majority.
Thus the mother country and the colony were at eross purposes;
for at the very moment that the coﬂny was admitting the
decree, the mother country was repealing 1t.

The flames of war were immediately rekindled in the colony.
“The decree is repealed,” said the whites; “ we need not have
been in such a hurry in making concessions to the mulattoes.”
“The decree is repealed,” said the mulattoes; “the people in
Paris are playing false with us; we must depend on ourselves in
future. There is no possibility of coming to terms with the
whites ; either they must exterminate us, or we must exterminate
them.” Such was the effect of the wavering conduct of the home
government. All the horrors of August were re-enacted, and the

ear 1791 was concluded amid scenes of war, pestilence, and
Eloodshed. The whites, collected in forts and cities, bade defiance
to the insurgents. The mulattoes and blacks fought on the
same side, sometimes under one standard, sometimes in separate
bands. A large colony of blacks, consisting of slaves broken
loose from the plantations they had lived upon, settled in the
mountains under two leaders named Jean Frangois and Biassou,
planted provisions for their subsistence, and, watching for oppor-
tunities, made irruptions into the plains,

CIVIL WAR IN ST DOMINGO—LANDING OF THE BRITISH.

Perplexed with the insurrectionary condition of St Domingo,
the home government deputed three commissioners to visit the
island, and attempt the rectification of its affairs. This was
a fruitless effort. The commissioners, on their arrival, made
several tours through the island, were greatly astonished and

shocked at what they saw, and, despairing of effecting any
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beneficial measure, returned to Paris. Meanwhile the Revo-
lution in the mother country was proceeding; the republican
party and the Amis des Noirs were rising into power; and on
the 4th of April 1792 a new decree was passed, declaring more
emphatically than before the rights of the people of colour, and
appointing three new commissioners, who were to proceed to St
Domingo and exercise sovereign power in the colony. These
commissioners arrived on the 13th of September, dissolved the
colonial assembly, and sent the governor, M. Blanchelande,
home to be guillotined. With great appearance of activity, the
commissioners commenced their duties; and as the mother coun-
try was too busy about its own affairs to attend to their proceed-
ings, they acted as they pleased, and contrived, out of the general
wreck, to amass large sums of money for their own use; till at
length, in the beginning of 1793, the revolutionary government
at home, having a little more leisure to attend to colonial affairs,
revoked the powers of the commissioners, and appointed a new
governor, M. Galbaud. When M. Galbaud arrived in the island,
there ensued a struggle between him and the commissioners, he
being empowered to supersede them, and they refusing to submit.
At length the commissioners calling in the assistance of the re-
volted negroes, M. Galbaud was expelled from the island, and
forced to take refuge in the United States. While this strange
struggle for the governorship of the colony lasted, the condition
of the colony itself was growing worse and worse. The plantations.
remained uncultivated ; the whites and the mulattoes were still at
war ; masses of savage negroes were quartered in the hills, in fast-
nesses from which they could nof be dislodged, and from which
they could rush down unexpectedly to commit outrages in the
plains.  In one of these irruptions of a host of negroes, the beauti-
ful city of Cape Francois, the capital of St Domingo, was seized
and burnt.

In daily jeopardy of their lives, and seeing no prospect of a
return of prosperity, immense numbers of the white colonists
were quitting the island. Many families had emigrated to the
neighbouring island of Jamaica, many to the United States, and
some even had sought refuge, like the royalists of the mother
country, in Great Britain. Through these persons, as well as
through the refugees from the mother country, overtures had
been made to the British government, for the purpose of inducing:
it to take possession of the island of St Domingo, and convert it
into a British colony; and in 1793, the British government,
against which the French republic had now declaredg war, began
to listen favourably to these proposals. General Williamson, the
lieutenant-governor of Jamaica, was instructed to send troops
from that island to St Domingo, and attempt to wrest it out of
the hands of the French. Accordingly, on the 20th of Septem-
ber 1793, about 870 British seldiers, under Colonel Whitelocke,
landed in St Domingo—a force miserably defective for such an
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enterprise. The number of troops was afterwards increased, and
the Dritish were able to effect the capture of Port-au-Prince, and
also some ships which were in the harbour. Alarmed by this
success, the French commissioners, Santhonax and Polverel,
issued a decree abolishing negro slavery, at the same time invit-
ing the blacks to join them against the British invaders. Several
thousands did so; but the great majority fled to the hills, swel-
ling the army of the negro chiefs, Frangois and Biassou, and
luxuriating in the liberty which they had so suddenly acquired.

It was at this moment of utter confusion and disorganisation,
when British, French, mulattoes, and blacks, were all acting their
respective parts in the turmoil, and all inextricably intermingled
in a bewildering war, which was neither a foreign war nor a
civil war, nor a war of races, but a composition of all three—it
was at this moment that Toussaint L'Ouverture appeared, the
spirit and the ruler of the storm.

TOUSSAINT L'OUVERTURE,

Toussaint I'Ouverture, one of the most extraordinary men of
a period when extraordinary men were numerous, and, beyond
all question, the highest specimen of negro genius the world has
yet seen, was born in St Domingo, on the plantation of the Count
de Noé, a few miles distant from Cape Francois, in the year
1743. His father and mother were African slaves on the count’s
estate. IHis father, it is said, was the second son of Gaou-Guinon,
king of a powerful African tribe; but being taken prisoner by
a hostile people, he was, according to the custom of the African
nations, sold as a slave to some white merchants, who carried him
to St Domingo, where he was purchased by the Count de Noé.
Kindly treated by his master, the king’s son scarcely regretted
that he had been made a slave. He married a fellow-slave, a girl
of his own country, and by her he had eight children, five sons
and three daughters. Of the sons, Toussaint was the eldest.
The negro boy grew up on the plantation on which his father
and mother were slaves, performing such little services as he
could; and altogether, his life was as cheerful, and his work as
easy, as that of any slave-boy in St Domingo. On Count Noé's
plantation there was a black of the name of Pierre-Baptiste, a
shrewd intelligent man, who had acquired mueh information,
besides having been taught the elements of what would be termed
a plain Buropean education by some benevolent missionavies.
Between Pierre and young Toussaint an intimacy sprung up,
and all that Pierre had learned from the missionaries, Toussaing
Jearned from him. His acquisitions, says our French authority,
amounted to reading, writing, arithmetic, a little Latin, and an
idea of geometry. It was a fortunate circumstance that the
greatest natural genius among the negroes of St Domingo was
thus singled out to receive the unusual gift of a little instruc-
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tion. Toussaint’s qualifications gained him promotion; he was

made the coachman of M. Bayou, the overseer of the Count de
Noé—a situation as high as a negro counld hope to fill. In this,
and in other still higher situations to which he was subsequently
advaneed, his conduct was irreproachable, so that while he gained
the confidence of his master, every negro in the plantation held
him in respect. Three particulars are authentically known re-
specting his character at this period of his life, and it is somewhat
remarkable that all are points more peculiarly of moral than of
intellectual’ superiority. He was noted, it is said, for an exceed-
ingly patient temper, for great affection for brute animals, and
for a strong unswerving attachment to one female whom he had
chosen for his wife. It is also said that he manifested singular
strength of religious sentiment. In fperson he was above the
middle size, with a striking countenance, and a robust consfitu-
tion, eapable of enduring any amount of fatigue, and requiring
little sleep,

Toussaint was about forty-eight years of age when the insur-
rection of the blacks took place in August 1791.  Great exertions
were made by the insurgents to induce a negro of his respecta-
bility and reputation to join them in their first outbreak, but he
steadily refused. It is also known that it was owing to Tous-
saint’s care and ingenuity that his master, M. Bayou, and his
family escaped being massacred. He hid them in the woods for
several days, visited them at the risk of his own life, secured the
means of their escape from the island, and, after they were settled
in the United States, sent them such remittances as he could
manage to snatch from the wreck of their property. Such con-
duet, 1n the midst of suech barbarities as were then enacting, in-
dicates great originality and moral independence of character.
After his master’s escape, Toussaint, who had no tie to retain him
longer in servitude, and who, besides, saw reason and justice in
the strugele which his race was making for liberty, attached
himself to the bands of negroes then occupying the hills, com-
manded by Francois and Biassou. In the negro army Toussaint
at once assumed a leading rank; and a certain amount of
medical knowledge, which he had picked up in the course of
his reading, enabled him to unite the functions of army physi-
cian with those of military officer. Such was Toussaint’s posi-
tion in the end of the year 1793, when the British landed in the
island.

It is necessary here to deseribe, as exactly as the confusion
will permit, the true state of parties in the island. The British, as
we alveady know, were attempting to take the colony out of the
hands of the French republic, and annex it to the crown of Great
Britain; and in this design they were favoured by the few
French royalists still resident in the island. The French com-
missioners, Santhonax and Polverel, on the other hand, men of
the republican school, were attempting, with a motley army of
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French, mulattoes, and blacks, to beat back the British. The
greater part of the mulattees of the island, grateful for the exer-
tions which the republicans and the Amis des Noirs had made
on their behalf, attached themselves to the side of the commis-
sioners, and the republic which they represented. It may natu-
rally be supposed that the blacks would attach themselves to the
same party—to the party of those whose watchwords were
liberty and equality, and who consequently were the sworn
enemies of slavery; but such was not the case. Considerable
numbers of the negroes, it is true, were gained over to the
cause of the French republic by the manifesto the commissioners
had published abolishing slavery; but the bulk of them kept
aloof, and constituted a separate negro army. Strangely enough,
this army declared itsel§ anti-republican. Before the death of
Louis XVI., the blacks had come to entertain a strong sympathy
with the king, and a violent dislike to the republicans. This
may have been owing either to the policy of their leaders,
Francois and Biassou, or to the simple fact, that the Llacks
had suffered much at the hands of republican whites. At
all events the negro armies called themselves the armies of the
king while he was alive; and after he was dead, they refused to
consider themselves subjects of the republic. In these circum-
stances, one would at first be apt to fancy they would side with
the British when they landed on the island. But it must be
remembered that, along with the blind and unintelligent royalism
of the negroes, they were animated by a far stronger and far
more real feeling, namely, the desire of freedom and the horror
of again being subjected to slavery; and this would very effec-
tually prevent their assisting the British. If they did so, they
would be only changing their masters ; St Domingo would
become a British colony, and they, like the negroes of Jamaica,
would become slaves of British planters. Noj; it was liberty
they wanted, and the British would not give them that. They
hung aloof, therefore, not acting consistently with the French,
much less with the British, but watching the course of events,
and ready, at any given moment, to precipitate themselves into
the contest and strike a blow for negro independence.

The negroes, however, in the meantime had the fancy to call
themselves royalists, Francois having assumed the title of grand
admiral of France, and Biassou that of generalissimo of the
conquered districts. Toussaint held a milifary command under
them, and acted also as army physician. Every day his influ-
ence over the negroes was extending ; and as jealousy is a negro
vice as well as a European, Francois became so envious of Tous-
saint’s growing reputation as to cast him into prison, apparently
with the further cllml"pose of destroying him. Toussaint, how-
ever, was released by Biassou, who, although described as a
monster of cruelty, appears to have had some sparks of gene-
T0US 1Eeeling‘. Shortly after this, Biassouw’s drunken ferocity
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yendered it necessary to deprive him of all command, and Fran-
¢ois and Toussaint became joint leaders, Toussaint acting in the
capacity of lieutenant-general, and Frangois in that of general-
in-chief. The negro army at this time judged it expcﬁient to
enter the service of Spain, acting in co-operation with the gover-
nor of the Spanish colony in the other end of the island, who
had been directed by his government at home fo carry on war
against the French commissioners. The commissioners, it ap-
pears, following up the proclamation of liberty to the blacks,
which they had published with the hope of increasing their
forces sufficiently to resist the British invasion, made an attempt
to gain over Francois and Toussaint. Toussaint, who thought
himeelf bound to assign his reasons for refusing to join them,
sent an answer which has been preserved. «We cannot,” he
says, “conform to the will of the nation, because, since the
world began, we have never yielded to the will of any but a
king. We have lost our French one; so we adopt the king of
Spain, who is exceedingly kind to us; and therefore, gentlemen
commissioners, we can have nothing to say to you till you put
a king on the throne.” This royalist enthusiasm was evidently
a meve fancy, which had been putinto the heads of the negroes
by those who supplied them with words, and which Toussaint
allowed himself to be carried away with; and the probability is,
that the letter we have quoted was the composition of a Spanish
priest. At all events, Toussaint was for some time an officer in
the Spanish service, acting under the directions of Joachim
Garcia, the Hl‘eside;ut of the Spanish colonial council. In this
capacity he distinguished himself greatly. With 600 men, he
beat a body of 1500 French out of a strong post which they
had occupiéd near the Spanish town of St Rap ael ; and after-
wards he took in succession the villages of Marmelade, Henneri,
Plaisance, and Gongives, To assist ‘him in these military opera-
tions, we are told in some curious notes written by his son,
“ that, imitating the example of the captains of antiquity,
Lucullus, Pompey, Ceesar, and others, he constructed a topo-
graphical chart of that part of the island, marking accurately
the positions of the hills, the course of the streams,” &e. So
much did he harass the commissioners, that one of them, Pol-
verel, in speaking of him after the capture of Marmelade, used
the expression, ¢ Cet homme fuit ouverture partout”’—[That man
makes an opening everywhere.] This expression getting abroad,
was the cause of Toussaint being ever afterwards called by the
name of Toussaint I Quverture ; which may be translated, Tous-
saint the Opener; and Toussaint himself knew the value of a
good name too well to disclaim the flattering addition. Besides
this testimony from an enemy, the negro chief received many
marks of favour from the Spanish general, the Marquis d’Her-
mona. He was appointed lieutenant-general of the army, and
presented at the same time with a sword and a badge of 11101100.1‘
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in the name of his Catholic majesty. But the Marquis I’Her-
mona having been succeeded in the command by another, Tous-
saint began to find his services less appreciated. His old rival,
Frangois, did his best to undermine his influence among the
Spaniards; nay, it is said, laid a plot for his assassination, which
Toussaint narrowly escaped. He had to complain also of the
bad treatment which certain French officers, who had surren-
dered to him, and whom he had persuaded to accept a command
under him, had received at the hands of the Spaniards. All
these circumstances operated on the mind of Toussaint, and shook
the principles on which he had hitherto acted. While hesitating
with respect to his next movements, intelligence of the decree of
the Trench Convention of the 4th of February 1794, by which
the abolition of negro slavery was confirmed, reached St Do-
mingo ; and this immediately decided the step he should take.
Quitting the Spanish service, he joined the French general,
Laveaux, who—the commissioners Santhonax and Polverel hav-
ing been recalled—was now invested with the sole governorship
of the colony ; took the oath of fidelity to the French republic;
and being elevated to the vank of brigadier-general, assisted
Laveaux in his efforts to drvive the English troops out of the
island.

In his new eapacity, Toussaint was no less successful than he
had been while fighting under the Spanish colours. In many en-
gagements, both with the British and the Spaniards, he rendered
signal services to the cause of the French. At first, however,
the French commander Laveaux showed little disposition to
}alace contidence in him ; and we can easily conceive that it must
1ave been by slow degrees that a man in the position of Laveaux
came to appreciate the character of his negro officer. Laveaux
had a difficult task to fulfil; nothing less, in fact, than the task
of being the first European to do justice in practice to the negro
character, and to treat a negro chief exactly as he would treat a
European gentleman. Philosophers, such as the Abbé Gregoire
and the Abbé Raynal, had indeed written books to prove that
ability and worth were to be found among the negroes, and had
laid it down as a maxim that a negro was to be treated like an
other man whose circumstances were the same; but probably
Laveaux was the first European who felt himself called upon to
yut the maxim in practice, at least in affairs of any importance.

t is highly creditable, therefore, to this French officer, that when
he came to have more experience of Toussaint I'Ouverture, he
discerned his extraordinary abilities, and esteemed him as much
as if he had been a French gentleman educated in the schools of
Paris. The immediate occasion of the change of the sentiments
of Laveaux towards Toussaint was as follows. In the month of
March 1795, an insurrection of mulattoes occurred at the town
of the Cape, and Laveaux was seized and placed in confinement.
On hearing this, Toussaint marched at the head of 10,000 blacks
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to the town, obliged the inhabitants to open the gates by the
threat of a siege, entered in triumph, released the French com-
mander, and reinstated him in his office. In gratitude for this
act of loyalty, Laveaux appointed Toussaint lieutenant-governor
of the colony, declaring his resolution at the same time to act by
his advice in all matters, whether military or civil—a resolution
the wisdom of which will appear when we reflect that Toussaint
was the only man in the island who could govern the blacks, A
saying of Laveaux is also recorded, which shows what a decided
opinion he had formed of Toussaint’s abilities : It is this black,”
said he, ¢ this Spartacus, predicted b}r Raynal, who is destined to
avenge the wrongs done to his race.’

A wonderful improvement soon followed the appointment of
L’Ouverture as lientenant-governor of the colony. The blacks,
obedient to their champion, were reduced under striet military
discipline, and submitted to all the regulations of orderly civil go-
vernment. ‘It must be allowed,” says General de Lacroix, in his
memoirs of the revolution in St Domingo, an account by no
means favourable to the blacks—it must be allowed that if St
Domingo still carried the colours of France, it was solely owing
to an old negro, who seemed to bear a commission from heaven
to unite its dilacerated members.” It tended also to promote the
cause of good order in the island, that about this time a treaty
was concluded between the French Convention and the Spanish
government, in consequence of which the war between the
French colonists in one end of the island, and the Spanish colo-
nists in the other, was at an end, and the only enemy with whom
the French commander had still to contend was the British,
posted here and there along the coast. On the conclusion of this
treaty, Jean Francois, the former rival of Toussaint, left the
island, and Toussaint was therefore without a rival to dispute
his authority among the blacks. He employed himself now in
attacking the English positions on the west coast, and with such
vigour and success, that in a short time he forced them to eva-
cuate all the country on both sides of the river Artibonite,
although they still lingered in other parts of the island, from
which they could not be dislodged.

Since the departure of the commissioners, Santhonax and
Polverel, the whole authority of the colony, both civil and
military, had been in the hands of Laveaux; but in the end of
the year 1795, a new commission arrived from the mother
country. At the head of this commission was Santhonax, and
his colleagues were Giraud, Raymond, and Leblanc. The new
commissioners, according to their instructions, overwhelmed
Toussaint with thanks and compliments; told him he had made
the French republic his everlasting debtor, and encouraged him
to persevere in his efforts to rid the island of the British. Shortly
afterwards, Laveaux, being nominated a member of the legis-
lature, was obliged to return to France ; and in the month ofTApril
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1796, Toussaint L'Ouverture was appointed his successor, as com-
mander-in-chief of the French forces in St Domingo. Thus, by
a remarkable succession of circumstances, was this negro, at the
age of fifty-three years, fifty of which had been passed in a
statedof slavery, placed in the most important position in the
island.

Toussaint now began to see his way more clearly, and to be-
come conscious of the duty which Providence had assigned him.
Taking all things into consideration, he resolved on being no
longer a tool of foreign governments, but to strike a grand blow
for the permanent inﬁependence of his race. To accomplish this
object, he felt that it was necessary to assume and retain, at least
for a time, the supreme civil as well as military command. Im-
mediately, theretore, on becoming commander-in-chief in St
Domingo, he adopted measures for removing all obstructions to
the exercise of his own authority. General Rochambeau had
been sent from France with a military command similar to that
which Laveaux had held; but finding himself a mere cipher,
he became unruly, and Toussaint instantly sent him home.
Santhonax the commissioner, too, was an obstacle in the way;
and Toussaint, after taking the egreca,ution of ascertaining that
he would be able to enforce obedience, got rid of him by the
delicate pretext of making him the bearer of despatches to the
Directory. Along with Santhonax, several other officious per-
sonages were sent fo France; the only person of any official
consequence who was reftained being the commissioner Raymond,
who was a mulatto, and might be useful. As these measures,
however, might draw down the vengeance of the Directory, if
not accompanied by some proofs of good-will to France, Tous-
saint sent two of his sons to Paris to be educated, assuring the
Directory at the same time that, in removing Santhonax and
his coadjutors, he had been acting for the best interests of the
colony. “I guarantee,” he wrote to the Directory, * on m
own personal responsibility, the orderly behaviour and the good-
will to France of my brethren the blacks. You may depend,
citizen directors, on happy results; and you shall soon see
whether I engage in vain my credit and your hopes.”

The people.of Paris received with a generous astonishment
the intelligence of the doings of the megro prodigy, and the
interest they took in the novelty of the case prevented them from
being angry. The Directory, however, judged it prudent to
send out General Hedouville, an able and moderate man, to
superintend Toussaint’s proceedings, and restrain his boldness.
When Hedouville arrived at St Domingo, Toussaint went on
board the ship to bid him welcome. Conversing with him in the
presence of the ship’s officers, Toussaint said something about
the fatigues of government, upon which the captain of the vessel,
meaning to pay him a compliment, said that he wished mo
greater honour than that of carrying him to France. * Your
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shi]i\,” replied Toussaint, too hastily to consider whether what he
said was in the best taste—‘ your ship is not large enough.”
He improved the saying, however, when one of Hedouville’s
staff made an observation some time afterwards to the same
effect, hinting that he should now give up the cares of govern-
ment and retire to France, to spend his declining years in peace.
“That is what I intend,” said he; “ but I am waiting till this
shrub (pointing to a little plant in the ground) grow big enough
to make a ship.” Hedouville found himself a mere shadow.
Toussaint, though strictly polite to him, paid no attention to his
wishes or representations, except when they agreed with his
own intentions.

In the meantime, Toussaint was fulfilling his pledge to the
Directory, by managing the affairs of the colony with the
utmost skill and prudence. One thing, however, still remained
to be done, and that was to clear the island of the British troops.
Toussaint’s exertions had for some time been directed to this
end, and with such success, that Saint Mark, Port-au-Prince,
Jeremie, and Molé, were the only places of which the British
still refained possession. He was preparing to attack them in
these their last holds, when General Maitland, seeing the hope-
lessness of continuing an enterprise which had already cost so
many British lives, opened a negotiation with him, which ended
in a treaty for the evacuation of the island. While General
Maitland was making his preparations for quitting the island,
Toussaint and he were mutual in their expressions of regard.
Toussaint visited the English general, was received with all the
pomp of military ceremonial, and, after a splendid entertainment,
was presented in the name of the king of Great Britain with a
costly service of plate and two brass cannons. General Maitland,
previous to the embarkation of his troops, visited Toussaint’s
camp in return, travelling with only three attendants throngh a
tract of country filled with armed blacks. While on his way, he
was informed that Roume, the French commissioner, had written
to Toussaint, advising him to give a proof of his zeal in the
French cause by seizing General Maitland, and detaining him
as a prisoner; but conﬁdi.ng in the negro’s honour, he did not
hesitate to proceed. Arrived at Toussaint’s quarters, he had
to wait some time before seeing him. At length he made his
appearance, holding in his hand two letters. “ Here, general,”
he said on entering, “before we say a word about anything
else, read these; the one is a letter I have received from the
Trench commissary, the other is the answer I am just going to
despatch.” Tt is said by French historians that about this time
offers were made to Toussaint, on the part of Great Britain, to
recognise him as king of Hayti, on condition of his signing a
treaty of exclusive commerce with British subjects. It is cer-
tain, at least, that if this offer was made, the negro chief did
not accept it.
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The evacuation of St Domingo by the English in 1798 did not
remove all Toussaint’s difficulties. The mulattoes, influenced
partly by a rumour that the French Directory meditated the re-
establishment of the exploded distinction of colour, partly by a
jealous dislike to the ascendeney which a pure negro had gained
in the colony; rose in insurrection under the leadership of Rigaud
and Petion, two able and educated mulattoes. The insurrection
was formidable; but, by a judicious mingling of severity with
caution, Toussaint quelled it, reducing T{ignud and Petion to
extremities; and the arrival of a deputation from France in the
year 1799 bringing a confirmation of his authority as communder-
in-chief in St Domingo by the man who, under the title of First
Consul, had superseded the Directory, and now swayed the des-
tinies of France, rendered his triumph complete. Petion and
Rigaud, deserted by their adherents, and despairing of any
further attempt to shake Toussaint’s power, embarked for France.

Confirmed by Bonaparte in the powers which he had for somé
time been wielding in the colony with such good effect, Toussaint
now paid exclusive attention to the internal atfairs of the island. In
the words of a French biographer, “he laid the foundation of a
new state with the foresight of a mind that could discern what
would decay and what would endure. 8t Domingo rose from its
ashes; the reign of law and justice was established ; those who
had been slaves were now citizens. Religion again reared her
altars; and on the sites of ruins were built new edifices.” Cer-
tain interesting particulars are also recorded, which give us a
better idea of his habits and the nature of his government than
these general descriptions. To establish discipline among his
black troops, he gave all his superior officers the power of life
and death over the subalterns: every superior officer ¢ com-
manded with a pistol in his hand.” 1In all cases where the ori-
ginal possessors of estates which had fallen vacant in the course
of the troubles of the past nine years could be traced, they were
invited to return and resume their property. Toussaint’s great
aim was to accustom the negroes to industrious habits. It was
only by diligent agriculture, he said, that the blacks could ever
vaise themselves. Accordingly, while every trace of personal
slavery was abolished, he took means to compel the negroes to
work ‘as diligently as ever they had done under the whip of
their overseers. All those plantations the proprietors of which
did not reappear were lotted out among the negroes, who, as a
remuneration for their labour, received one-third of the produce,
the rest going to the public revenue. There were as yet no civil
or police courts which could punish idleness or vagrancy, but
the same purpose was served by courts-martial. The ports of
the island were opened to foreign vessels, and every encourage-
ment held out to traffic. In consequence of these arrangements,
a most surprising change took place : the plantations were again
covered with crops; the sugar-houses and distilleries were re-
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built; the export trade began to revive; and the population,
orderly and well-behaved, ﬁzegun to increase. In addition to
these external evidences of good government, the island exhi-
bited those finer evidences which consist in mental culture and
the civilisation of manners. Schools were established, and books
became common articles in the cottages of the negro labourers.
Music and the theatre were encouraged; and public worship was
conducted with all the usual pomp of the Romish church. The
whites, the mulattoes, and the blacks, mingled in the same
society, and exchanged with each other all the courtesies of eivi-
lised intercourse. The commander-in-chief himself set the ex-
ample by holding public levees, at which, surrounded by his
officers, he received the visits of the principal colonists ; and his

rivate parties, it is said, “night have vied with the best recu-
fated societies of Paris.” Himself frugal and abstemious in his
habits, he studied magnificence in all matters of court arrange-
ment, the dress of his officers, his furniture, his entertainments,
&e. His attention to decorum might be thought excessive, un-
less we knew the state of manners which had prevailed in St
Domingo while it was a French colony. He would never allow
the whiteladies to appear at his court with their necks uncovered :
women, he said, should always look as if they were going to
church. Like every man in high office, Toussaint was frequently
annoyed by ambitious persons applying to him for situations for
which they had no capacity. ~He had the art, it is said, of
sending such persons away without offending them. A negro,
for instance, who thought he had some claim to his acquaintance-
ship, would come and ask to be appointed a judge or a magis-
trate.. “Oh yes,” Toussaint would reply, as if complying with
the request; and then he would add, “of course you understand
Tatin?” ¢ Latin!” the suitor would say; “no, general, I never
learnt it.” ¢ What!” Toussaint would exclaim, “not know
Latin, and yet want to be a magistrate!” And then he would
pour out a quantity of gibberish, intermingled with as many
sounding Latin words as Le could remember ; and the candidate,
astonished at such a display of learning, would go away disap-

ointed, of course, at not getting the office, but laying all the
Elume upon his ignorance of Latin.

TOUSSAINT L'OUVERTURE AND NAPOLEON BONAPARTE—
FRENCIH INVASION OF ST DOMINGO.

Successful in all his schemes of improvement, Toussaint had
only one serious cause for dread. While he admired, and, it may
be, imitated Napoleon Bonaparte, he entertained a secret fear of
the projects of that great general. Although Bonaparte, as first
consul, had confirmed him in his command, several cireumstances
liad occurred to excite alarm. He had sent two letters to Bona-
parte, both headed, “The TFirst of the Blacks to the First of
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the Whites,” one of which announced the complete pacification
of the island, and requested the ratification of certam appoint-
ments which he had made, and the other explained his reasons
for cashiering a French official; but to these letters Bonaparte
had not deigned to return an answer. Moreover, the represen-
tatives from St Domingo had been excluded from the French
senate; and rumours had reached the island that the first con-
sul meditated the re-establishment of slavery. Toussaint thought
it advisable in this state of matters to be beforehand with the
French consul in forming a constitution for the island, to super-
sede the military government with which it had hitherto been
content. A draft of a constitution was accordingly drawn up
by his directions, and with the assistance of the ablest French-
men in the island; and after being submitted to an assembly
of representatives from all parts of St Domingo, it was for-
mally published on the 1st July 1801. By this constitution
the whole executive of the island, with the command of the
forces, was to be intrusted to a governor-general. Toussaing
was appointed governor-general for life; his successors were to
hold office for five years each; and he was to have the power
of mominatine the “first of them. Various other provisions
were contained in the constitution, and its general effect was to
give St Domingo a virtual independence, under the gnardian-
ship of France.

Not disheartened by the tacifurnity of Bonaparte, Toussaint
again addressed him in respectful terms, and intreated his rati-
fication of the new constitution. The first consul, however, had
already formed the resolution of extinguishing Toussaint and
taking: possession of St Domingo; and the conclusion of a treaty
of peace with England (1st Oct. 1801) increased his haste to
effect the execution of his deceitful purpose. In vain did persons
acquainted with the state of the island endeavour to dissuade him
from this movement, by representing the evils which would arise.
T want,” he said to the minister Forfait, who was one of those
who reasoned with him on the subject—“T want, I tell you, to

ret vid of 60,000 men.” This was probably the secret of his

etermination to invade St Domingo. Now that the treaty with

England was concluded, he felt the presence of so many of his

old companions in arms to be an incumbrance. There were men

among them very likely to criticise his government and thwart

his designs, and these it would be very convenient to send on a

distant expedition. Nay more, it would not be misrepresenting

Napoleon’s character, if we were to suppose that some jealousy

of hig negro admirer mingled with his other views. Be this as

it may, the expedition was equipped. It consisted of twenty-six

ships of war and a number of transports, carrying an army of

95,000 men, the flower of the French troops, who embarked

reluctantly. The command of the army was given to General

= Letle;'r:, the husband of Pauline Bonaparte, the consul’s sister.
- 2
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Bonaparte had never forgiven his sister this marriage with a man
of low birth ; and it is said that a frequent cause of annoyance to
him in the first years of his consulship, was the arrival in Paris
of all sorts of odd people from the country, who, being relations
of Leclere, claimed to be the kinsmen of the first consul. Bona—
parte accordingly took this opportunity of sending his brother-
n-law abroad. Leelere was accompanied by his ‘wife Pauline,
a woman who, to a strength of mind worthy of Napoleon's sister,
added a large share of personal beauty. "Many of Toussaint’s
enemies accompanied Leclerc in this expedition, among whom
we may mention Rochambeau, who was second in command,
and the mulattoes Rigaud and Petion.

The French squadron reached St Domingo on the 20th of
January 1802, ¢ We are lost,” said Toussaint, when he saw the
ships approach ; “all France is coming to St Dominco.” The
invading army was divided into four bodies. General ervesau,
with one, was to fake possession of the Spanish town of St Do-
mingo; General Rochambeau, with another, was to march on
Fort Dauphin; General Boudet, with a third, on Port-au-Prince;
and Leclere himself, with the remainder, on Cape Francois. In
all quarters the French were successful in effecting a landing.
Rochambeau, in landing with his division, came to an engage-
ment with the blacks who had gathered on the beach, and
slaughtered a great number of them. At Cape Frangois, Leclerc
sent an intimidating message to Christophe, the negro whom
Toussaint had stationed there as commander; but the negro
replied that he was responsible only to Toussaint, his commander-
in-chief. Perceiving, however, that his post was untenable,
owing to the inclination of the white inhabitants of the town to
admit Leclerc, Christophe set five to the houses at night, and
retreated to the hills by the light of the conflagration, carrying
2000 whites with him as hestages.

Although the French had effected a landing, the object of the
invasion was yet far from being attained. Toussaint and the
blacks had retired to the interior, and, in fastnesses where no mili-
tary force could reach them, they were preparing for future attacks.
That the force of language might not be wanting to co-operate
with the force of arms, the first consul had sent out a pro-
clamation to be distributed among the inhabitants of St Domingo,
assuring them that, “whatever was their origin or their colour,
they were all equal, all free, all French in the eyes of God and
the republic ; that France, herself lon((i;‘ desolated by eivil wars,
but new at peace with the universe, had sent her ships to guaran-
tee civil liberty in St Domingo; but that if the anger of the re-
public were provoked, it would devour her enemies as the fire
devours the dried sugar canes.” The proclamation did not pro-
duce the intended effect; the blacks still vefused to submit.
Another stroke of policy was in reserve, the intention of which
was to incline Toussaint himself to- forbear his opposition to the
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occupation of the island by the French. Our readers already
know that two of Toussaint’s sons, whose names were Isaac and
Placide, had been sent to Paris to be educated. At Paris, they
were placed under the tuition of one M. Coasnon. The first
consul resolved that Toussaint’s two sons, along with their pre-
ceptor, should accompany the expedition under Leclerc to St
Domingo, to try the effect which the sight of them might have
on the mind of the negro chief. He had sent for them at the
Tuileries, and received them very graciously, inquiring of M.
Coasnon which was Isaac and which Placide. ¢ Your father,”
he said to them, “is a great man, and has rendered many ser-
vices to France. Tell him I said so; and tell him not to believe
that 1 have any hostile intentions against St Domingo. The
troops I send are not destined to fight against the native troops,
but to inerease theiv strength. The man I have appointed com-
mander is my own brother-in-law.” He then asked them some
questions in mathematics; and the young men withdrew, de-
lighted with the first consul’s kindness. After landing at Cape
Francois, Leclere despatched Coasnon with Toussaint’s two sons
to the village of Henneri, where he heard that Toussaint then
was. One of the sons, Isaac, has written an account of this in-
terview with his father, and of the transactions which followed it.
Travelling to Henneri, he tells us, with M. Coasnon, the negroes
everywhere on the road received them with raptures. When
they reached Henneri, Toussaint was absent, and they spent the
first evening with their mother and the rest of the family. Next
day Toussaint joined them, and meeting him at the door, they
threw themselves into his arms. M. Coasnon then presented
him with a letter from the first consul, which he read on the
spot. The letter was a skilful mixture of flattery and menace.
“Tf the Trench flag,” it said, “ float over St Domingo, it is owing
to you and your brave blacks. Called by your abilities and the
force of circumstances to the fivst command in the island, you
have put an end to civil war, and brought back into repute reli-
wion and the worship of God, from whom everything proceeds.
The constitution which you have made contains a number of
excellent things; but——" and then follow a few threatening
passages. After reading the letter, Toussaint turned to M.
Coasnon and said, ¥ Which am I to believe?—the first consul’s
words, or General Leclerc’s actions? The first consul offers
me peace; and yet General Leclerc no sooner arrives than he
rushes into a war with us. However, I shall write to General
Leclerc.” An attempt was then made to influence him through
his paternal feelings; but at length Toussaint put an end to
the interview by saying, “Take back my sons,” and immediately
rode off.

The correspondence which Toussaint entered into with Leclerc
produced no good vesult, and the war began in earnest. Tous-

saint and Christophe were declared outlaws, and battle after
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battle was fought with varying success. The mountainous
nature of the inferior greatly mmpeded the progress of the French.
The Alps themselves, Leclerc saig, were not nearly so troublesome
to a military man as the hills of St Domingo. On'the whole, how-
ever, the advantage was decidedly on the side of the French;
and the blacks were driven by degrees out of all their principal
positions. 'The success of the French was not entirely the con-
sequence of their military skill and valour; it was partly owing
also to the effect which the proclamations of Leclere had on
the minds of the negroes and their commanders. If they were
to_enjoy the perfect liberty which these proclamations pro-
mised them, if they were to continue free men as they were now,
what mattered it whether the French were in possession of the
island or not? Such was the general feeling; and accordingly
many of Toussaint’s most eminent officers, among whom were
Laplume and Maurepas, went over to the French, Deserted thus
by many of his officers and by the great mass of the negro popu-
lation, Toussaint, supported by his two bravest and ablest gene-
vals, Dessalines and Christophe, still held out, and protracted the
war. Dessalines, besieged in the fort of Crete & Pierrot by
Leclerc and nearly the whole of the French army, did not give
up the defence until he had caused the loss to his besiegers of
about 3000 men, including several distinguished officers; and
even then, rushing out, he fought his way through the enemy,
and made good his retreat.

The reduction of the fortress of Crete & Pierrot was considered
decisive of the fate of the war; and Leclerc, deeming dissimula-
tion no longer necessary, permitted many negroes to be massacred,
and issued an order virtually re-establishing the power of the old
French colonists over their slaves. This rash step opened the
eyes of the negroes who had joined the French: they deserted
in masses ; Toussaint was again at the head of an army ; and
Leclere was in danger of losing all the fruits of his past labours,
and being obliged to begin ‘his enterprise over again. This
was a very disagreeable prospect; for although sfrong rein-
forcements were arviving from France, the disorders incident to
military life in a new climate were making large incisions into
hisarmy. He resolved, thevefore, to fall back on his former volicy ;
and on the 25th of April 1802, he issued a proclamation (firect'ly
opposite in its spirit to his former order, asserting the equality of
the various races, and holding out the prospect of full citizenship
to the blacks. The negroes were again deceived, and again
deserted Toussaint. Chuyistophe, too, despairing' of any farther
success against the French, entered into negotiation with Leclerc,
securing as honourable terms as could be desired. The example
of Christophe was imitated by Dessalines, and by Paul I/Ouver-
ture, Toussaint’s brother. Toussaint, thus left alone, was obliged
to submit; and Christophe, in securing good terms for himself,
had not neglected the opportunity of obtaining similar advan-
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tages for his commander-in-chief. On the 1st of May 1802, a
treaty was concluded between Leclerc and Toussaint L'Ouverture,
the conditions of which were, that Toussaint should continue to
govern St Domingo as hitherto, Leclerc acting only in the capa-
city of French deputy, and that all the officers in Toussaint’s
army should be alllowed to retain their respective ranks. “I
swear,” added Leclerc, “before the Supreme Being, to respect
the liberty of the people of St Domingo.” Thus the war appeared
to have reached a happy close; the whites and blacks mingled
with each other once more as friends; and Tounssaint retived to
one of his estates near Gondives, to lead a life of quiet domestic
enjoyment.

The instructions of the first consul, however, had been precise,
that the negro chief should be sent as a prisoner to France.
Many reasons recommended such a step as more likely than any
other to break the spirit of independence among the blacks, and
rivet the French power in the island. The expedition had been
one of the most disastrous that France had ever undertaken. A
pestilence resembling the yellow fever, but more fatal and terrible
than even that dreadful distemper, had swept many thousands
of the French to their graves. What with the ravages of the
plague, and the losses m war, it was calculated that 80,000
men, 1500 officers of various ranks, among whom were fourteen
gP‘_‘erals, and 700 physicians and surgeons, perished in the expe-

1tion.

It is our melancholy duty now to record one of the blackest
acts committed by Napoleon. Agreeably to his orders, the per-
son of Toussaint was treacherously arrested, while residing peace-
fully in his house near Gondives. Two negro chiefs who endea-
voured to rescue him were killed on the spof, and a large number
of his friends were at the same time made prisoners. The fate
of many of these was never known; but Toussaint himself,
his wife, and all his family, were carried at midnight on board
the Hero man-of-war, then in the harbour, which immediately
set sail for France. After a short passage of twenty-five days, the
vessel arrived at Brest (June 1802) ; and heve Toussaint took his
last leave of his wife and family. They were sent to Bayonne; but
by the orders of the first consul, he was carried to the chateau of
Joux, in the east of France, among the Jura mountains. Placed
in this bleak and dismal region, so different from the tropical
climate to which he had been accustomed, his sufferings may
easily be imagined. Not satisfied, however, with confining his
unhappy prisoner to the fortress generally, Bonaparte enjoined
thas he "should be secluded in a dungeon, and denied anything
beyond the plainest necessaries of existence. For the first few
months of his captivity, Toussaint was allowed to be attended by
a faithful negro servant; but at length this single attendant was
removed, and he was left alone in his misery and despair. It
appears a rumour had gone abroad that Toussaint, during: the
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war in St Domingo, had buried a larce amount of treasure
in the earth; and during his captivity at Joux, an officer was
sent by the first consul fo interrogate him respecting the place
where he had concealed it. “The treasures I have lost,” said
Toussaint, ““ave not those which you seek.” After an imprison-
ment of ten months, the negro was found dead in his dungeon
on the 27th of April 1803. He was sitting at the side of the fire-
}alace, with his hands resting on his legs, and his head drooping.
The account given at the time was, that he had died of apoplexy ;
but some authors have not hesitated to ascribe it to less natural
circumstances. “The governorof the fort,” observes one French
writer, “ made two excursions to Neufchatel, in Switzerland. The
first time, he left the keys of the dungeons with a captain whom
he chose to act for him during his absence. The captain accord-
ingly had oceasion to visit Toussaint, who conversed with him
about his past life, and expressed his indignation at the design im-
puted to him by the first consul, of having wished to betray 8t Do-
mingo to the English. As Toussaint, reduced to a scanty farina-
ceous diet, suffered greatly from the want of coffee, to which he
had been accustomed, the captain generously procured it for him.
This first absence of the governor of the fort, however, was only
an experiment. It was not long before he left the fort again, and
this time he said, with a mysterious, unquiet air to the captain,
I leave you in charge of the fort, but I do not give you the
keys of the dungeons; the prisoners do not require anything.’
Four days after, he returned, and Toussaint was dead—starved.”
According to another account, this miserable victim of despotism,
and against whom there was no formal or reasonable charge, was
poisoned ; but this rests on no credible testimony, and there is
reason to believe that Toussaint died a victim only to the seve-
rities of confinement in this inhospitable prison. This melan-
choly termination to his sufferings took place when he was sixty
years of age.

Toussaint’s family continued to reside in France, They were
removed from Bayonne to Agen, and here one of the younger
sons of Toussaint died soon after his father. Toussaint’s wife died
in May 1816, in the arms of her sons Isaac and Placide. In
1825, Isaac L'Ouverture wrotea brief memoir of his father, to
which we acknowledge ourselves to have been indebted.

We have thus sketched the life of the greatest man yet
known to have appeared among the negroes. Toussaint L’Ouver-
ture was altogether an original genius, tinctured no doubt with
much that was French, but really and truly self-developed. His
intellectual qualities so much resembled those of Europeans, as
to make him more than a match for many of the ablest of them.
But perhaps, if we seek to discover the true negro element of
his genius, it will be found in his strong affections. The phreno-
logical easts given of Toussaint’s head are useful, as representing
this in the way most likely to be impressive. They represent
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Toussaint as having a skull more European in its general shape
than that of almost any other negro. That Toussaint L'Ouver-
ture was not.a mere exceptional negro, cast up as it were once
for all, but that he was only the first of a possible series of able
negroes, and that his greatness may fairly be taken as a proof
of certain capabilities in the negro character, will appear from
the following brief sketch of the history of St Domingo subse~
quently to his imprisonment and death,

SUBSEQUENT HISTORY OF ST DOMINGO, OR HAYTI.

The forcible suppression of Toussaint’s government, and his
treacherous removal from the island, did not prove a happy
stroke of policy ; and it would have been preferable for France to
have at once established the independence of St Domingo, than
to have entered on the project of resuming it as a dependency
on the old terms. Lecfel'(:, with all the force committed to his
care by Bonaparte, signally failed in his designs. The con-
temptuous and eruel manner in which the blacks were generally
treated, and the attempts made to restore them as a class to
slavery, provoked a wide-spread insurrection, Toussaint’s old
friends and generals, Dessalines, Christophe, Clerveaux, and
others, rose in arms. Battle after battle was fought, and all
the resources of European military skill were opposed to the
furious onsets of the negro masses. All was in vain: before
October, the negroes, under the command of Dessalines and
Christophe, had driven the French out of Fort Dauphin, Port
de Paix, and other important positions. In the midst of these
calamities, that is, on the 1st of November 1802, Leclerc died,
and Pauline Bonaparte veturned to France with his body.
Leclere was succeeded in the command by Rochambeau, a
determined enemy of the blacks. Cruelties such as Leclere
shrunk from were now employed to assist the TFrench arms;
unoffending negroes were slaughtered ; and bloodhounds were
imported from Cuba to chase the negro fugitives through the
forests. Rochambeau, however, had a person to deal with capable
of repaying cruelty with cruelty. Dessalines, who had assumed
the chief command of the insurgents, was a man who, to great
military talents and great personal courage, added a ferocious
and sanguinary disposition. Hearing that Rochambean had
ordered 500 blacks to be shot at the Cape, he selected 5000
Erench officers and soldiers from among his prisoners, and had
them shot by way of reprisal. To complete the miseries of the
French, the mulattoes of the south now joined the insurrection,
and the war between France and England having recommenced,
the island was blockaded by English ships, and provisions began
to fail. In this desperate condition, after demanding assistance
from the mother country, which could not be g'mntet‘_f, Rocham-
beau negotiated with the negroes and the English for the eva-
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cuation of the island; and towards the end of November 1803,
all the French troops left St Domingeo.

On the departure of the French, Dessalines, Christophe, and
the other generals proclaimed the independence of the island “in
the name of the blacks and the people of colour.”” At the same
time they invited the return of all whites who had taken no part
in the war; but, added they, “if any of those who imagined they
would restore slavery return hither, they shall meet with nothing
but chains and deportation.” On the 1st of January 1804, at an
assembly of the generals and chiefs of the army, the indepen-
dence of the island was again solemnly declared, and all present
bound themselves by an oath to defend it. At the same time, to
mark their formal renunciation of all connexion with France, it
was resolved that the name of the island should be changed from
St Domingo to Hayti, the name given to it by its original Indian
inhabitants. Jean Jacques Dessalines was appointed governor-
general of the island for life, with the privilege of nominating
his successor.

The rule of Dessalines was a sanguinary, but, on the whole; a
salutary one. He began his government by a treacherous mas-
sacre of nearly all the French who remained in the island frust-
ing to his false promises of protection. All other BEuropeans,
however, except the French, were treated with respect. Dessa-
lines encouraged the importation of Africans into Hayti, saying
that since they were torn from their country, it was certainly
better that they should be employed to recruit the strength of a
rising nation of blacks, than to serve the whites of all countries
as slaves. On the 8th of October 1804, Dessalines exchanged
his plain title of governor-general for the more pompous one of
emperor. He was solemnly inaugurated under the name of
James L., emperor of Hayti; and the ceremony of his coronation
was accompanied by the proclamation of a new constitution, the
main provisions of which were exceedingly judicious. All Hay-
tian subjects, of whatever colour, were to be called blacks, entire
religious toleration was decreed, schools were established, publie
worship encouraged, and measures adopted similar to those which
Toussaint had employed for ereating and fostering an industrial
sl'nil'it among the negroes. As a preparation for any future war,
the interior of the island was extensively planted with yams,
bananas, and other articles of food, and many forts built in
advantageous situations. Under these regulations the island
again began to show symptoms of {n‘ospel'ity. Dessalines was a
man in many vespects fitted to be the first sovereign of a people
vising out of barbarism. Born the slave of a negro mechanie,
lie was quite illiterate, but had great natural abilities, united to a
very ferocious temper. His wife was one of the most beautiful
and best edueated negro women in Hayti. A pleasant trait of
his character is his seeking out his old master after he became
emperor, and making him his butler, It was, he said, exactly
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the situation the old man wished to fill, as it afforded him the
means of being always drunk. Dessalines himself drank nothing
but water. For two years this negro continued to govern the
island ; but at length his ferocity provoked his mulatto subjects
to form a conspiracy against him, and on the 17th of October
1806 he was assassinated by the soldiers of Petion, who was his
third in command.

On the death of Dessalines, a schism took place in the island.
Christophe, who had been second in command, assumed the
government of the northern division of the island, the eapital of
which was Cape Frangois; and Petion, the mulatto general,
assumed the government of the southern division, the capital of
which was Port-au-Prince. For several years a war was carried
on between the two rivals, each endeavouring to depose the
other, and become chief of the whole of Hayti; but at length
hostilities ceased, and by a tacit agreement, Petion came to be
regarded as legitimate governor in the south and west, where
the mulattoes were most numerous ; and Christophe as legitimate

overnor in the north, where the population consisted chiefly of
Elacks. Christophe, trained, like Dessalines, in the school of
Toussaint I'Ouverture, was a slave born, and an able as well as
a benevolent man; but, like most of the negroes who had arrived
at his period of life, he had not had the benefit of any systematie
education. Petion, on the other hand, had been educated in
the Military Academy of Paris, and was accordingly as accom-

lished and well-instructed as any European officer. The title
with which Petion was invested, was that of President of the
Republic of Hayti, in other words, president of the republican
part of Hayti; the southern and western districts preferring the
republican form of government. For some time Christophe bore
the simple title of chief magistrate, and was in all respects the
president of a republic like Petion : but the blacks have always
shown a liking for the monarchical form of government; and
accordingly, on the 2d of June 1811, Christophe, by the desire
of his subjects, assumed the regal title of Henry I., king of
Hayti. The coronation was celebrated in the most gorgeous
manner; and at the same time the creation of an arstocracy
took place, the fivst act of the new sovereign being to name four
princ}es, seven dukes, twenty-two counts, ﬁ'xirty harons, and ten
knights.

Both parts of the island were well governed, and rapidly
advanced in prosperity and civilisation. On the restoration of
the Bourbons to the French throne, some hope seems to have
been entertained in France that it might be possible yet to obtain
a footing in the island, and commissioners were sent out to col-
lect information respecting its condition; but the conduct hoth
of Christophe and Petion was so firm, that the impossibility of
subverting the independence of Hayti became manifest. The
isla.ndéo was therefore left in the undisturbed possession of the
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blacks and mulattoes. In 1818 Petion died, and was succeeded
by General Boyer, a mulatto who had been in France, and had
accompanied Leclere in his expedition. In 1820, Christophe
having become involved in diffevences with his subjects, sﬂmt
himself; and the two parts of the island were then reunited
under the general name of the Republic of Hayti, General Boyer
being the first president. In the following year, the Spanish
portion of the island, which for a long time had been in a lan-
guishing condition, voluntarily placed itself under the govern-
ment of Boyer, who thus became the head of a republic including
the entire 1sland of St Domingo. In 1825, a treaty was con-
cluded between President Boyer and Charles X. of France, by
which France acknowledged the independence of Hayti, in
consideration of 150 millions of franecs 8£G,O€IO,{]OD sterling), to
be paid by the island in five annual instalments, as a compen-
sation for the losses sustained by the French colonists durin
the revolution. The first instalment was paid in 1836; but as
it was found impossible to pay the remainder, the terms of the
agreement were changed in 1838, and France consented to accept
60 millions of franes (£2,400,000), to be liquidated in six instal-
ments before the year 1867. 'T'wo of the instalments have
alveady been paid. In the political constitution of the island,
no change of any importance has taken place till the present
time; and the republic of Hayti continues to be governed by a
president elected for life, and two legislative houses ; one a senate,
the other a chamber of representatives.

According to the latest accounts of this interesting island, the
annual exports amounted to upwards of thirty millions of pounds
of coffee, six millions of pounds of logwoed, one million of pounds
of cotton, five millions of feet of mahogany, besides considerable
quantities of tobacco, cigars, sugar, ‘ilides, wax, and ginger.
Certain goods are admitted duty free, among which the prin-
cipal are, arms, ammunition, agricultural implements, cattle, and
school-books. The Roman Catholic religion iz over the whole
island, but all other sects are tolerated. The clergy are said to
be ignorant and corrupt; and their influence over the opinions
or the morals of the community is small. In the principal
towns there are government schools, some of them on the Lan-
casterian plan: in the capital there is a military school; and
there are also a number of private academies in the island. The
armed force of Hayti consists of thirty-three regiments of the
line, five regiments of artillery, two of dragoons, the president’s
guard, and a numerous police, amounting in all to nearly 30,000
men. Besides this regular force, there is a militia or national
guard of about 40,000 men, the superior officers of which are
nominated by the president, the inferior elected by the privates.
Hayti possesses scarcely any naval force. In 1837 the revenue
of the island was 3,852,576 dollars, and its public expenditure
2,713 102 dollars. -
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With respeet to the social condition of the island, there arve,
unfortunately, few trustworthy particulars ; although the general
fact is indisputable, that it is a condition of advancement. There
are undoubtedly many imperfections in the republic, many traces
of barbarism, much absurdity perhaps, and much extravagance;
but still the fact remains that here is a population of blacks
which, in the short space of fifty years, has raised itself from
the depths and the degradation of slavery to the condition of
4 flourishing and respectable state. All that we are accustomed
to regard as included in the term civilisation, Hayti possesses
—an established system of government, an established system
of education, a literature, commerce, manufactures, a rich and
cultivated class in society. Twenty-six years since, the Baron
de Vastey, one of the councillors of Christophe, and himself
a pure negro, published some reflections on the state of Hayti,
in which the following passage occurs:— Five-and-twenty

ears ago,” says he, “we were plunged in the most complete
ignorance; we had no notion of human society, no idea of
happiness, no powerful feeling. Our faculties, both physical and
moral, were so overwhelmed under the load of slavery, that I
myself who am writing this, T thought that the world finished
at the line which bounded my sight; my ideas were so limited,
that things the most simple were to me incomprehensible; and
all my countrymen were as ignorant as myself, and even more
so, if that were possible. 1 have known many of us,” he
continues, “who have learned to read and write of them-
selves, without the help of a master; I have known them
walking with their books in their hands inquiring of the pas-
sengers, and praying them to explain to them the signification
of such a character or word ; and in this manner many, already
advanced in years, became able to read and write without the
benetit of instruction. Such men,” he adds, ¢ have become
notaries, attorneys, advocates, judges, administrators, and have
astonished the world by the sagacity of their judgment; others
have become painters and sculptovs by their own exertions, and
have astonished strangers by their works; others, again, have
succeeded as architects, mechanics, manufacturers; others have
worked mines of sulphur, fabricated saltpetre, and made excellent
gunpowder, with no other guides than books of chemistry and
mineralogy. And yet the Haytians do not pretend to be a
manufacturing and commercial people; agrieulture and arms
are their professions; like the Romans, we go from arms to the
plough, and from the plough to arms.”

In conclusion, we can only express a hope that nothing may
oceur to disturb either the external relations or the internal
repose of this singularly regenerated people.
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