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¢ Level your gups ! Take good aim! Firel”

A brilliant sbries of sheats of flame through the
spouting jets of thitk smolko burst forth from the
corvebte’s battery, lighting up the waler and jeb
black wales, and away aloft to the gieabt towering
maze of rigging and sails to the trucks—with the
topmen clustering o windward, and their very eyeés
and. teeth lit up in the glaro; then, too, the créws

of tho gung, in their frim frocks and frousers; the

marines on the topgallant forecastle, with Yheir

firelocks and white cross-belts; and then abaft a

lnob of ofiicors on tlie poop, with night-glasses

to -their eyes—all standing out as clear as da
in the sudden flashes from the cannon. Then fol-
lowed the concnssive roar, and the mext insianb

§on gould hear fhe hurtling rush of the ifon

fail, as it flow singly ok in bunches through the ait,

or skipped in ifis, deadly flight from wave to wave,
until it went crashing into the pirate's hoat, slapping
with heavy thumps azainst the schooner’s side, or
furrowing a!o'n‘%h_. locks ; while a ghowat of white
gplinters Aew high over her leo rail, and told ow
well the iron had done its bidding. Then were
hoard dying fmaué anil imprecations, rapid okders,

the shattered and sinking boat cub adrift, and a

wotient nfter tho sails of the vessel spread as fiab as

5, wall, the sheets tlak it and, takin the bree:

the hoeled over till hior lee rail was all awash, ar

&w:ﬁr &ho walked, elose hauled, right up to wind-

ward,

Bt again came the tlear, commanding foles on
_ board the cruiser, mingled with the jum]i‘_ih'g. of the
erew and ramming Home the charges in the guns—

“Toad] Round shot! Run out! Une poink
%baft' the beath ! Fire as you bring the sehiooner to
‘wr-’l‘

Out belched tHe rod flames, the heayy globes of
iron—like so many black pess in dayliglt—stng
{hioir deadly tote a5 they darted on theit way, i
the corvetio gave o little heel to leswaid as the
Shock of the explosion was felt. One shob dropped
within fifty yards of the law hull of tho seHooner,
bounded just elear of lier after deck, knocked off the
head and shouldér of & man at the filler, and then
Went Skipping Gway over the water like a black
footbiall.  Another messenger cub off the schooner's
ddlicate foro-topmast as clean as a bib of glass,
bringing dowh the gafi-fopsail, and, whib
equally pleasant, the fellow who was sobtihg it—
pitehing Him over and over like o wheel, until ha
fell, a bruised and lifeless lump of jelly, on the oal
bits at ‘the foremast,
treated to  another of these 'metallic doses,
tho pirates had got their eraft in splendid t¥im
and witli overy stitch of her canvas spiead, and
tugging and Shrditing, she rushed on iwith the
jeels of a racehiorse, within three poinis of ihe
wind o Stontgs, too, was now close hauled, hor
yhrds braced as fine s needles, and crowded with
overy inch of sail that would draw ; and averyten
fninutes or 50 she would leb slip two or more guns
from o division at the chase. DBub the tmcertain
gloom of tarliglit, the darkening effeet of the p?ﬁs

ing trade clouds, mado the little’ vessel a very
cult objeet to sebs and though one of the last bl
struck her on the garrow deck, and, passing _thrqv_i@dh
thit snd the watér-ways, and ouf to windward,
gpotled two of Her tinthers, and 1o end of plauking,
yet this was the last domage she received. Har
crow, also, had &ot as well as could bo oub of '8
way—both the sound and wounded—and wers Lying,
uietly as })q!;i;iblc deep down in the vessel's run.
%thn dayliglit broko the breeze began to slacken;
but she was by this time hull down fram f‘hsi‘u:?ita
o

vette, a loh way beyond the reach of her
oiahtaens in the bow-ports, and eating NSk way
windward, With no ¢hance of being takefi.
“Ji’s no use,” said the gaptain of the corveble fo
his first licutcnant, as they stood watshing the
receding ehase.  ‘ We may as well give it up; she
has the heels of us i this light wind, and will soon
o out Gf sight. 1 think, however,” continued the
caplain, M'{i a smile, “that he'll remember the
 Beourge whdn he meets her again. This is the
second time we've chiased that f:ﬁ:w; and this heit,
by the way the splinters flew, we must have pep-
pered the skin off his back.”
© Shutting up the joints of the sp -plass which he
héld in Wis hand, he took hold of the Min-ropcs of
the paop-ladder, and as he put his foot on the steps,
he said—
“You can go aboutb,
down to the brig."

CHAPTER VIIL
THE MIETING AND MOURNING.

TaE afternoon following the night when the fore-
going events transpired, the Martha Blunt sailed

My, Cleveland, and run

was:

Before, however; they wela-

tend its infuence all over

glowly along the sandy tongue of land which sepa-
vabes Port Royal from Kingston, and dropped
anchor in the harbour, As the cable ruiabled out
with o grating sonnd througl;] the Lawse-hole, dnd
thoe eréw aloft were furling the sails, & lavge, gaily-
painted barge, pulled by & dozen blacks shaded by
a striped awning, shob swiftly alongside.  Jabbering
wore those darlies, and clapping their hands, and
shouting joyously, A rope was imiiediately thrown
from the Enng'l"way of the brie, and o tall, handsome
tnan, with & bread Panama bat, lovse white jacket
and trousers, sprang with a bound hip the side, and
leaped on deck.
aptain Blunt stood there to Feceive him. A

Lrond white bandage was passed ground his head,
and the tears trickied slowly down his bronzed and
lionest cheeks, Just beyond him, under the shade
of tho awning, lay Baiou, stretehed out at full
length on o matress; while Ben, the helmsman
was kneeling beside him, falining his hot and fovered
face with his tarpaulin,’ A yard o two beyond, on
& brond plank vesting on trestles, lay the mate, dir.
Binlke, cold and rigid in the grasp of Déath, with the
union-jack folded modestly over lis corpse. The
black breathed heavily; and in pain; but when he
eatight sight of the genitleman as bestepped on declk,
o deathly blue pallor came ever his counterance,
anl, closing his eyes, the hot salb tears started in
grtéat drops from the lids. ‘

& Heaveris! captain,” said the gentleman, with
Eﬂhéu—ilﬂﬁing stare, * what's all this} What has

pened #7 .
‘E‘he old skipper mercly made a motion with his
Jand towards the ecabin, aiid leaning painfully
a%‘u.l}:is.a the rail wepb like 8 child. = The gentleman’'s
Blood forsook his cheeks, and, with his knees knock-
ifie topether, ha sidgoered liké 4 drunken man to-
wards tho cabin-door, A fow minutes later ho
eiherged, Bearing-in his aius tite drooping, sobbing
fobm of His wife. Starting

fromn liis closc embrace
foi o, moment ae e bofe Her to the gangway, she
gﬁ‘m one shuddeting, tefrified, searching gaze over
1i6 blue water, to seaward, and then, with a wailing
oy that would have shook -tha hardest heart, she
fell sebbing again into her husband's arms. :

Phig voices and joyous slivieks of the riegroes in
the barge alongside “gibsided into low moaning

yauts § four or Hve came up end carefully lowere

inou down ; then all got into the boat, and sho
moved mournfully away towards the shore.

(L0 be continued.)

SHIPS OF WAR.

O¥E of the chief sources of the greatness and glory
of tlis British empive, is the insular position of our
toinbky. That a sioall island should maintain its
{tidependence amid the convulsions which have dis-
flirbed all neighbouring hations, that it should ex-
& world, that it should
il ité languare, its literatyre, and its laws to the
énils of the earth, that it should establish, on an
frpierishable basis, the fame of a great and a free
paople, is something unparalieled in the history of
hitions:  But for ajl that has been accomplished
wo ave infebted —under Heaven—to our maritime

pteiiineg, our weodei walls, our bulwarks of the

8
d &i
othing is more striking to the visitor who sees

Totidoft Tor the firsh time, than the forest of masts
which lie observes bslow bridge—the long tiers of
shibping, the ghzeibic docks and building yards
whith ektend ofi evolry side—ships of all nations,
of &l bui'ds and rigs, ships of all tonnago and
ga_é_f:l'iption, from the collier with its freight of black

famiond to the fully-thanned ship of war ready to
pour fortha fioed of fiery destruction froni every
port-hole. ; = :

To otir ships of war, especially, our attention is
now directed—bhey hove long been regarded as the
tiainstay of English power—and tlie progress of
soiencs has contributed to render them more and
tmore efficient for:the €urpnsaa.'f¢r which they are
designed. We are a nation of shipbuilders, and the
dominion over tho sea claimed by our ferefathers
his been established by a long suecession of paval
vietories, achieved by the lisroic spirits of the past.
The geal by which they were animated still Durns
Drightly in every British heart; and while e
deprecate any line of poliey which might unnecees-
sarily induce hostility, we cannot doubb that,
should the hour arrive when ihe naval prowess
6f England ehould be sgain called info action, the
F&i}.ﬂh{;‘. sons of England would outrival their heroic

athers. |

Tt is curious to trace the progress of the royal
navy from its rise, in the fime of Henry VII., to

our-own days, and to observe how it has invariably
proved—small as its strength may seem to have
cen—equal to -the exigencies of the occasion.
Prior to the reign of Henry VIL, the.five ports—al
that time the larpest in England, and still called
Cinque Ports—furnished a cerfain equipment of
ships and men. Vessels were also hired from mer.
chams, and manned and armed for war. The idea
of building large ships exclusively for war, if it did
not originate with Henry, was carried into practice
by him more extensively than it had been by former
mornarchs ; and the project of gradually augmenting
the number of these ships was continued and ex-
tended by his son and successor. In the time of
Henry VIIL the royal navy consisted of one ship of
1,500 tous: two, of 80O tons; three, of GO0 tons;
three, of 400 tons; and six or seven smaller. Before
his death the navy was extended to 50 ships, manned
by 8,000 sailors and soldieps, The flees of Queen
Elizabeth consisted of 176 ships, manned by 15,000
men, In the time of Charles II. the fleets con
sisted of 76 Bhi[ﬁpf the line, and ilomg g
vossels ; and ab the revolution (1688), of 173 sh
of all sizes. At the beginning of the veign |
GeoorgelIL: it ineluded 412 ships. During the great
wars of King George's reign there were in commis-
sion from 100 to 106 ships of the line, from 130 to
160 frigates, and 200 sloops of war, besides smallsr
vessels, .

Considering the improvements introduced into
naval architecture, ang especially the application
of steam power, the mere number of vessels now
forming our flects, and the number formerly afloat,
is not a fair contrast. Our modern vessels are in all
respects superior to those in which Nelson achieved
hig great victories, and afford far g{e&t@r facilities
both for the purposes of peace and war. Returns
show that we have now (May, 1860), exclusive of
blockships and sailing vessels, 50 shipsof the line
afioat, 3U frigites, 17 corvettes, 88 sloops, many of
large power ; 26 small vessels, 24 gun vessels, and
350 gun boats, 5 .

The construction of 4 ship of wariza mighty and
comprehisnsive gmbiéiﬁ. The massive and sfu-
pendotls fabils *“has {0 oross wide and immeasur-
able ses, agitated &b times by the unbridled fur
of the winds, subjecting it o strains of the m
formidable kind ; it niist possess {I’J@@Bﬁﬂi@&i strength
to resist these, ond, at the same fime, be adapted for

-| stownge and velecity; it is expected, in all cases, to

overtake the enemy; yet must coptain within itself
the material for 2 long eruise. These and many other
complicated inquiries which the naval architect has
to contemplate, must all be involved in the gtneral
conditions of his problem, the elements of which he
must estimate while hé is rearing his mighty fabrie
in the dock, and be prepared fo anticipate theix
effects betore he launches his vessel on the turbulent
bosom of the (lée'g."

Now-a-days; there is a great passion for ““big
ships ;7" but the largest vessels are not always the
most serviceable for any purpose, and especially for
war, the criterion of success depending rather on
the build, the velocity, the stowage, &e. To give
some iden of the arrangement in a ship of war, we
present the longitudinal section of a vessel, the in-
terior divisions or compartments being open to
view. It will be seen ata glance that the s ip we
are describing is a sailing vessel, with fore-mast,
main-mast, and mizen-mast. In afirst-rate man-of-
war, the main-mast is about 160 feet in hieight, from
the lkeel to the cap, and when the maintop-mast
and the maintop-gallant-mast are added, it reaches
a height rather ahove that of the Monumecnt on
Fish-street-hill. ; The. fore-mast iz of loss height
than the main-mast, and the mizen-mast is still
sailer.

Taking the lowest point of our vessel, we observe
the autline of the keel—that long range of timiber
at the hottom of the ship, from which spring the
ribs, jusk as the ribs spring from the breast-Loil of
the huran skeleton, The lowest part of tho ship
that is nearcsh to the keel is the fold. Hera we
have, et the fore-part of the yessel, the general
magazine, where the provisions, tanks, water-casks,
%c., aro kept. Next to this, on the same range, W6
have stabling for horses ot cattle, together with
magazines of fodder, Immediatelyabove these is tga
sail-roorn, where canvas, spare Tigs ing, cordage, &C.,
are stowed away. Ad_‘fo_g_iging ‘ﬁgigsmgs’ the liold, in
which refractory seamen. ate lodged in irons; ond
next-to this is the powder-magazine anud ammuni-
tion.stores—the magazine being, of cotrse, sur-
rounded by every precaution to guard against
accident. All these givisio’ns are below the water-
line, and have to be lighted by lamps. The lamps
in the magazine are bull's-eyes, carefully guarded,
and fixed in the wall ; the precaution is also usually

g
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taken of having pipes
arranged, by means of
which the magazine
might, in casge of neces-
sity, be inundated in a
few moments.

Immediately below the
foremast, c¢n the next
range to that last de-
scribed, we have a cahin
used by the surgeon;
nextto this, a ward-rocm,

“used for practice by the
crew ; adjoining to this
is the méss-rocm of the
erew ; close to which is a
room used for sailmaking,
the purser's stores, and
the irfirmary:

On the next range we
have, at the fore part of
the vessel, the galley or
cook’s room, aud ham-
mocks for the seamen,
which extend along
almost the whole length
of the fore part of the
ship. ~ Aft, sailors are
seen at gun practice, be-
yond which are the offi-
cers’ rooms — the cap-
tain's, or state cabin,
being situated immedi-
ately above those of the
inferior officers.

Thege different ranges,
or decks, as they are
called, are distinguished
as, Ist, the main deck;
Znd, the middle deck;
drd, the lower deck; 4th,
the orlop deck ; 5th, the
hold. 'The arrangements
are somewhat different in
all vessels, and our illus-
tration is only intended
to furnish a general idea
of the plan adopted. The
upper portion of the en-
graving shows the sailors
spreading the ship's can-
vas, and conveys a very
correet notion of the ani-
mated scene exhibited on
such occasions.

The sectional view does
notpermit of showing, ex-
cept at oceasional points,
the armrangement of the
ship’s guns, which, of
course, extend along each
side of the vessel, ready
to pour forth frem the
gort—holes those raking

roadsides, which have
carried destruction into
the ships of our enemies,
and brought so much
naval glory to our flag in
days gone by.

ut it 1s not only ships
that make our wooden
walls secure: we want
efficient crews to man
them. Othernations are
increasing their naval
strength, and it is incum-
bent upon us to be up and
doing. At present, how-
ever, the coast-guard
numbers 6,862 men ; the
naval coast volunteers
number 7,000. In the
royal naval reserve 1,000
men have been enrolied ;
and the actual reserve of
men whose services are
available at any moment
1s 14,850, Still, there is

a demand for more men.
The demand is urgent ;
and the youth of our na-
tion must be drilled to
serve afloat as well as

ashore. Why should we
not have naval as well as
rifle volunteers ?





