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i Her to =peak to him, to save him from thefearful
fata that menaced him, and these entreaties were
mingled with ardent protestations of :
devotion toward herseclf.

The man paused aghast, and said

“1 do believe the eretur's gone mad ever the
picter he's made with his own hands. ' Come in,
Mr. Higeins, and gee for yourself how he's carryin’
on.”

Arden's staunch friend and undamnted defender
threngh all his evil fortune—the old tavern-keeper
—entered the reom, carrying a basket filled with
delicacies, furnished by his good wife for the use of
the prisoner. The fiushed features, tremulons hand,
and raised voice, proclaimed their own taleof mental
anguish, ending in utter prostration of the physical
powers ;-and Mr. Higgins indignantly exclnimed :

““Phey might ha” knowed it would-eome to this!
I jest wish I had that Withers, theold bundle of
conceit, under my hand once!  Wouldn't I wring
his neck for causing an innocent lad e be caged up
here till he's clean {ost his wits |  Sucha smart, spry
_chap as he was, too, isn't often found.”

“But if he killed the man, what eould Withers
do but lock him up? Don’t blame the Sguive for
what he couldn't heip.”

<[ tell you Arden didn’t kill his eousin; and it
will be proved yet. I knowmen : andthisone never
was yeb tempted to kill any man, especially the
cousin he was brought up with. Let's geb the poor
fellow on the bed, and bringthe doctor ; maybe he'll
Lill him before the law gets'a chance, and that'll be
the best thing that could happen to him 1"

As they approached Arden, he sprams up and
eluded them, exclaiming— i

¢ Avaunt, wretehes! Is it not enough o accuse,
to torture me by this living death? Lay not your
vile clasp upon me, for I am desperate!”

“Poor fellow ! he's mon compos, sure enough, or
heawould never tall that way to me. See here, Mr.
Arden, it's your old friend, Higgins, who don’t
believe & word they say about you, and who wouldn't
hurta hair of your head, I'm sure !  Come, now, be
quiet, and let us have a‘talk together”

A glenm of reason returned to the helplessyoung
man, and he slowly stretched forth his hand fo grasp
the offerad one of the old man.

Yo —g—I—I believe you speak the truth, Mr.
Higgins ; but 1 have suffered so muchin this narrow
den, that I am afraid my head is gefting ina sad
state. You don’t think me guilty ? Ha | well, that
is as it shonld be; but yon must not think ker the
murderess. Was I noba caitiff to assert such treason
against that peerless creature? Look ather! Did
woman ever wear that look of innoeence, and yet
have no true divinity within her? Ah,she is a
ocoddess, man! o peerless angel, free from all faint
of sin, as if just from the companionship of lLer
sistersin Paradise "

“0f course she is!” replied Higgins, sooth:
ingly. “She’s a beautiful cretur, there's no denyin'
+that, and nobody that T knows on means o acense
her of any erime !

“ But it has already been done. Ong man has
been base and treacherous enough to breathe such a
charge against her, and that wreteh is before you!
Oh ! pardon, pardon, loveliest of earti’s daughters!
for this vile wrong against thy spotless nature.
am guiltless of the erime myself, buk I deserve its
punishment for accusing thee of anght $hat is evil 1"

Again he threw himself prostrate before the pic-
ture, and it was some {ime before he conld be per-
suaded to lie down, while Figgins wenf o suwmmon
the village Aseulapius. He soon refwrned, accom-

panied by a chuffy man, with a very bald head, and |

prominent eyes shaded by a pair of green spectacles.
Eie felt the pulse of the prisoner, shook his head
wisely, and uttered a few oracular words descriptive
of his symptoms, which were not understood by
eitherof his listensts.,  Violent bleedingssas resortod
to, and Arden was left nearly lifeless from the
depletion he had undergone. The loss of blood had
at least one gpood effect—it complotely restoved him
to a true perception of what was ing around
him, and his first command was te haye all his Iate
paintings placed in his portfolio, and fhat removed
from his sight, Ashis mind reacted, he half smailed
ot the recellection of his wild idolatry of a mere
imago created by his own skill, and possibly bearing
avagueresemblance to the real actor in thatterribie
drama which promised to end so fatally fo himself.

‘When Arden could aﬁsit up, Mr. : ins came
in one morning to give him the village news, as was
his daily custom. ~He informed him that overy
arrangement for the marringe of Lennox and Dora
Withers was comp'ste.  wni on the evening of the
day on which fiis nym aio was to be decided they
would be united. dr, Withers Lind sold 'his property

in Glenfall, and was converting all his possessions
‘inYo money as rapidly as possible, with a view of

| loaving the place in company with his danghter and

son-in-law, He svent on to add that the bride-elect

seemed tohave %.\ite_hs't all the brightness and gay
[ distinguished her; and |

merrviment which formerly
the story went that the fatherwas urging the match
upon her evidently against her inelinations, How-
ever, whether true or not, thefroussean was prepared,
and the brida! party wonld leave on an extended

tour, probably ending in Florida, where it was the |

intention of Lennox to setile.

During the whole time of Arden's imprisonment,
some concealed agent was working against the
hopeless young man. The prosecubing atforney
roceived several letters, relating such incidents in
the past life of Arden as could be brought to bear
injuriously against him in the approaching trial,
The little escapades of youth, the disagreement
between his unele and himself concerning his choice
of a profession, his ingrafitude in preferring a voca-
tion to which Mr. Carlyle was bitterly opposed, were
all set forth in exageerated celours; and an im-
pression was produced that o strong feeling of
1

gree of favour each one enjoyed with his kinsman.

~ The prosecuti rney became deeplyinterested
in the case; and, on his arival in Glenfall, he com-
pared the statements thus anonymously sent with
such facts as were placed before him theve, His
mind was soon made up that he would be enzaged
in a righteous canse, when hunting to death this
young and friendless man ; and he entered the court-
house on the day of the frial firmly convinced thaf
society would be well rid of so great a villain, even
by the hands of the executioner.

When Arden was placed before him, and his pale,
serene face, so expressive of bibter suffering, so
nobly handsome, was lifted to his own, Mz ﬁstuu
felt almost a pang of reproach that he had listened
enly toonesideof the case, yet had made up his mind
to secure the conviction of the prisener, if it could
be accomplished through hisown exertions.  As he
perused $he wasted lineaments before him, his belief
in Arden’s eriminality was st 1: spite of the
evidence brought to bear against him, it seemed
impossible that such a man should have stained his
hands with his kinsman's blood from the ignoble
desire to gppm%r:a.be-tﬂ ‘himself his wealth.

Then he reca
whese apparent superiority would have induced the
million to t'imnm.gme them incapable of the deeds
of which they had been fully proved guilty; he
recalled the strong premm%isve eyidence against the

risoner, and arose from his seab fully prepared to,
vir;g home tohim the charge of wilful and malicions
TANIPCLRL.

Tiston. §poke thillingly and powerfully, and, as

Arden listened, he, at moments, almost doubted his
own complete ignorance of defails he was repre-
sented as having arranged with diabolical forethought
worthy of a fiend.

We will nob dwell on the incidents of the trial.
The jury listened patiently and impartially, and
rendered their vordict—

¢ Murderin the first degred.”

Arden bowed his head as he listened, and his heart
grew faint within him. Nerving himself for what
taunsh ensue, he looked up, and with outward calm-
ness seemed to listen to the words of the judge, bub
only the concluding words conveyed any efinite
impression to his imnd—

< Harry Arden, youare condemned to be lianged on

the fwenty-fifth of November, at two o'clock in the

afternoon of that day, and may God have merey on
your soul }” .

A sudden darkness seemed to veil everything
before him, his heart ceased beating, and for a few
seconds he thought he was dying, but consciousnéss
__vivid, agonizing conseiousness —returned with a
pang so keen as to rival even the sting of death
itse%; he looked ont on the crowd of faces—huwman
faces, belonging to men made after the imageof God,
and saw in them no compassion—no merey for their
condemned brother—innocent though he knew him-
self 4o be. Oh, it was hard to bear! bub th:dpﬁde
of manhood sustained him, and he preserved that
quist exterior which many insisted showed the hard-
ness of & nature which had led him to the commis-
sion of the evime for which he was condemmed.

As he wos taken out, Hizgins came to him and
wept bitterly, ashe assured
him dinnocent ; but this was the solitary token of
interest betrayed by any one for the unhappy youth.
Ho deep a prejudice had been croated against him
hy the storiesindustrionslyeireulated.tohis diseredit,
that tho expression of sympathy was stifled, even
where it was felt.

valousy existed between the cousins as to the de- |

d the histories of so many eriminals.

1 4he lower animals aliki

‘be if there was no sun; for “nothing,” says

tities,

that he still believed |

As he stepped from the court-hoise, Withers,
whose evidence had baéen.axﬁremﬁlfj-husﬁla toward
him, eame suddenly from o group of men with whom
he had been falking, and stood in front of him. He
geemed moved by some powerful emotion, and with
-‘E;I‘Bhsﬂ Tips and stammering articulation he 'li:gdgad
his pardon for the part he had been compelled to
take against him. His manner was eager and de-
precating, and Arden wondered why he should eore
what one so eryshed as himself might think of his
conduct. He gently replied—

“ Youmneed ask no pardon from me, Mr. Withers.
If yon have wronged me, youn must look to a higher
source for forgiveness, You have only performobd
the duty demanded of yon by the State, though I
was surprised to discover that you believe so strongly
in my guil!” p

The very lips of Withiers grew pallid, and he
attempted to reply; but Arden passed onward,
pressec upon by the crowd, who were eager to see.
how he bare his sentence. :

Just as he was aboutto step into his prisonag: in,
Betty Baine, who had also been a material wm&
against him, thrust herself forward, and, shakingher
open hand toward him, tauntingly said—

“TThe evil reputation of the haunted house did
not save you, young man, though youcounted onits

_doing so. The old place will hardly haye another

tenant spon.”

Arden vaguely said—

s ] may yet live, old woman, to bring Lome to you
and those concerned with you the charge of crimi-
nating me to serve your own ends.”

#1 defy you—1 defy you,” replied the erone,
szwa%ely “(et into your kennel, and stay there
till the gallows claims you!™ :

‘Shocked af her brutality, some one in the crowd
hurled her back, and Arden passed again info the
gloom of his prison, destitute now of even the light
of hope. i »

Uitterly wom out by the many emotions of the
day, Arden sat down beside histable, and leaned his
head upon his arms: incredible as it would 5
he fell asleep in a few moments—a deep, nnre 5
ing slumber, for it was the result of both tggysioal
and mental exhavstion : and the entrance of the jailer
with o lamp and his sapper, did not arouse him.

The zound of distant music came at'inbem]s-_u:ﬁn ;
the night wind, bubit did not bring a gangto e
sleeper's heart, though it was the heralding of the
marriage of his foe to the fair belle of Glenfall: it
was a ernel mockery in those twe men to choose
this evening for ‘t;:ﬁridal—-tﬁis last day of hope to
the prisoner was to be the dawning one of wedded
love to Lennox. )

( Tobe condinued. )

!

SATT, AND THE WIELITZKA SATT MINES.

SavT isa mineral of theubmost importance 1o the
comafort and welfare of man, and is found in large
guantities in all parts of the world. Land and
water both yield salt. There isa mountain of salt
in Torkey, and a chnin of salt hills in India,

‘extonsive salt plains in Africa and America, and
beds of salt in any, Hungary, Poland, and

our own country. Theocean isan inexhaustil
mine—Nature's great saline draught—and man anil
estimate its value. What
o relish does salbadd to our food ; whata nseful part
it plays in the process of digestion; what a pre-
servative it is from many forms of disease 3 16
a healthy influence it gives fothe sea-breezes! What
sort of world would $his be if if contained no salt!
Weo might as well speenlate on what the world wc:]‘l}d

e
old Lakin proverb, “is more holy or more useiul
than the sun and SALT.” ]

In ah economic point of view, salt is of great im-
portance to man; it refards the decomposition of
animal and vegetable matter, and enables us to pre-
serve food of many kinds for a much’ r period
than we otherwise could do. And it is well for man
+that a mineral which is so necessary fo his comfort
and convenience should be found in such vast quan-
and be so widely scattered. DBesides that
inexhaustible salt mine—the ocean—salt is found in
oxtensive beds under thesolid ground. In Cheshire
there is a bed siﬁlio nineby feet deep. Along the
foot of the Cm-%ed ns, from the Black Sea to the
Alps, there are be: s of salt ; chief amongst them are
‘the mines of Wielitzka, a representation of which
e oive in the accompanying engraving.

Tslrae salt mines ofpwgeligzka,'in G"aﬁ,icia, are the
largest in the world, They are entered by cleven
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different shafts ; that of Dancilowice is the most
commonly employed. Tt is necessary for the intend-

ing visitor to obtain an “authorisation,” before he

attempts the descent. Tt is recommended that he
should adopt a stout overall, unless he is utterly
indifferent as to the injury his clothes may sustain,

the spisa, or

SALT MINES OF WIELITZKA, GALICIA.

TH

The descent is made by the
assistanceof acord and pulley,
with three torch-bearers and
a guide, and if the visitor be
imaginative it may help him to
realise the descent of Orpheus
into the land of Shades, There
is only a short time for think-
ing about anything—not more
than five or six minutes—be-
fare the visitor touches the
solid earth, and the further
descents are made by ladders,

The visitor diseovers that he
has entered o crystal cavern
—a region of sait. It sur-
rounds him, covers Lim, and
supports him.  Salt every-
where.  Pillars of salt, that
sparkle in the ruddy light of
the torches, as if ‘they were
studded with jewels: ayenues
of salt, that recede into a dim
perspective; roof of salt, in
forms that rival the splendour
of the Alhambra; pendent
masses of salt ; mysterious k-
byrinths of salt ; deep chasms
in salt; a chapel built of sali
—the altar, the statues, the
columng, the pulpit, the orna-
ments, all of salt.  Left alone,
the visitor must perish in the
subterranean world ; he pright
méake a weary pilerimage—
eight hours a day, for eight
and twenty days — without
coming 1o the end of the
mines. Of course he must
perish, and perhaps, in course
of time, become a saline monu-
ment to himself; but happily,
there is no prospect of such a
catastrophe. Not only are
there guides, but an easy
mode of conveyance, Des-
cending further into the salt
mine, discovering new marvels
every moment, the wvisitor 1s
stariled by observing avast ex-
panse of water—a lake formed
by the water which has forced
its way through the rocks and
coliected in one place. Itis
about six hundred feet in
length, and more than thirty
deep; and its aspect, seen
in the lugubrious light of
torches, recalls the ancient
fable of the Styx. Where
is Charon? Here, in his
boat, at our service—a civil-
looking ferryman, who will
take us to the other side.
It is not without some sensa-
tion of awe that we trust our-
selves in his company ; we are
oppressed by the extent and
apparent grandeur of the
whole place — by the deep
silence, which is broken now
by the plash of the water, and
now by the report of a dis-
tant explosion where the
miners are blasting a roclk.
Here we ave on the other
side, amongst a group of busy
workmen, of horses, drays,
and barrels, We may deseend
still further into the subterra-
nean world, Ladders. and
torches, and pmides, are at
our disposal. More workmen,
more horses, more barrels,
await us; more colonnades
of salt, and huge blocks of
salt, that look*as if they
would never yield to the
labour of the miners.

The mine is divided into
three distinet compartments
or beds, one below the other.
The first contains the zielona,
orgreensalt, and comprehends

y salt, the lodowatd, or crystal salt

combined with chalk, and iwrfa, or powder salt.
The bed which lies immediately below yiclds a
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m:{\erior quality of salf, mown as seibifoira (fossil - treasury was exhausted, and Lecpold accepted as a
58

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF AN HEIRESS:

t). Thethird, which bears the name of cclosavain
(pearl), contains the mineral in hexaponal forms,
enser and purer than is found in either of the
other compartments, This salt was formerly ex-

ported to England and Holland in very large quanti- |

guarantee the title-deeds of the Wielitzka galt mine,
and held them till the siege of Vienna by the Turks
(1683), when Sobieski, as a remuneration for the
help which le rendered, demanded their restitution.
Ungrateful Austria, eighty-nine years later (1772),

OF,

@he Oy Fend.

ties ; butis chieflyused in the manufacture of trinkets
and crosses, which the miners sall to the visifors,
The different divisions of the mine are formed by
bheds of slate, clay, and gcyvpsum. These extend
from west to east, bending in the centre toward the | ¢
Carpathian range. ¥ | Varsovia, but, by the treaty of Vienna, was esta-
In the two greab compariments, counting from | blished in entire possession, which she holds to this
the bottom to the top, the =alt iz found in huge | day. & . A
masses, from which are excavated blocks of three, | The miners of Wielitzka furnished to the I\ings of
four, and five hundred cubic feet. During the pro- | Poland the best part of tlieir revenue. The nobles,
cess of these excavations, branches of forest treesare | on a royal election, stipulated that the salt from
found mingling with the mineral. This wood, which i these mines should be provided for them ab the cost
is soluble, serves as food for cattle. The bones of | of working. i
elephants are also found embedded in the salt. |  Twice the mines of Wielitzka have Dbeen ravaged
Geologists suppose that the salt mines of Wielitzka | by fire—once in 1310, and again in 1644, The first
are in fact the basin of the sea which formerly ex- | of these disasters was caused by the malevolence of
tended to the foot of the Carpathian mountains. | a workman, The men and horses which were found
The precise date of the discovery of the mines of | in the mine were nearly all of them destroyed, the
Wielitzka is unknown. It has been ascertained | progress of the flanies being at length arrested Ly
that they were explored as early as the twelfth cen- | theskill and courage of Koscielecki and Betmaunn,
tury, and that the revenues obtainable from them | the directors of the works, TIn 1644 the five broke
served for the foundation of religious houses in the | out accidentally, and for more than twelve months
fourteenth century. There is a tradition that the | it was impossible to eairy on the excavations, and
Princess Cunégonde of Hungary, afflanced toBoléslar | the royal treasury suffered accordingly.
the Chaste, received from her father neither silver But Wielitzka has been thie scene of festivity as
nor gold. Bhe departed from Poland, and in pass- | well” as' of disaster. - It became the theatre of a
ing by the salt mines of Huuga.rzletfa]l Lerwedding | series of brilliant féfes on the oceasion of a royal
ring. Onherarrival at Cracow Cunégonde requested | marriage in 1624, When a monarch or any menber
that she might be conducted to Wielifzka, and that | of the Imperial family visits the mines, they are de-
an excavation might be commenced in her presence, | corated with every available ornament, and are
Her order was obeyed, and from the first block of | splendidly illwminated.” Mirrors, lustres, draperies
salt was extracted the lost ring'! embellish the vast reception-hall, where columms of
In the fourteenth century Casimir the Great | salt support a cireular gallery devoted to the or-
cstablished some useful regulations for the manage- | chestra. It is searcely possible to imagine anything
* ment of the Wielitzka mines, which, during his | more singular than the effect produced by these
reign, were exceedingly preductive. In 1656, during | curions gatherings—these royal progresses and im-
the invasion of the Swedes and Russians, the King = perial receptions in the bowels of the earth.
of Poland solicited help from Leopold of Austria, | The mines of Wielitzka employ more than a
who consented to dispatch troops to his assistance | thousand men and four hundred horgses, and yield,
on condition of receiving an indemnity, The Polish | annually, about 962,000 ewt. of salt,

agreed to the dismemberment of the country which
had helped her in the time of her distress, and thus
again became possessed of the coveted salt mines.
From 1809 to 1815 she was compelled to yield half
the revenue of these mines to the Grand Duchy of

‘ster to succeed.

DY THE AUTHOR OF ‘‘ FRENCH HAY,” ETC.
i
CHAPTER XIII.
Her lot iz on thee, to he fonnd untired,
Watching the stars-out by the bed of pain.
Mus, TIEMANS.

AFTIR a while, the fierce emotion which the remem-
brance of all she had suffered excited in the gipsy
passed, the storm battled iteelf to rest, and she
lifted up a face from which every trace of colour
had fled, and thé expression upon which, was a
strange mixture of the sorrowful and the ferocious.

Then came a minute's panse ; and then rising
slowly, and standing with folded arms, she
said: “Who I am, it matters not now that you
should know.. Let it suffice that your foe 'is mine ;
that I have a bitter wrong to vight, and that there-
fore my words to you are honest. Take heed io
them and to yourseli, for danger is about you. But
show no dread or cowardice—it will the more surely
bring destruction—only be wary and brave ; you
must triumph in the end, for verily if there is a GoD
whio judges the earth, He will not suffer’ that mon-
If he does, be at rest, lady, for”—
and here her eyes flashed the lurid light T hkad seen
andshuddered at before—*“ when the measure of his
cerimes is full, here,” and she placed her hand within
her bosom clutching something firmly, ‘“is that
which will revenge your injuries, and mine.”

‘*Nay, nay,” I answered; gently. ““I have no
injuvies to revenge; and, if I had, Heaven forbid
that T should take such vengeance as you hinf |

“Why not? why not? Who fears to take the
life of a venomous reptile? Who, then, should
foar taking his—the rankest, falsest, foulest traitor
that ever sullied the earth? Revenge! I tell you,
girl, that the only thought which for ten d}‘em‘s
has kept me from madness, is, that one day T
should havesuch vengeance as would make even the
fiends envy me, and reach the dead inher dishonoured






