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POLYNESIA MAR%UESAS, AND E=ga universall evalent. In many of
SANDWICH ISLANDS. the isk‘mdySF*t ose of the Marquesas in

POLYNESIA, as the name implies, is the
region of “ many islands,” and has of late
vears attracted a large amount of atten-
tion. The term Polynesia may be applied
to the whole of the numerous groups
scattered over the Pacific, but is usually
confined to those situated between the
tropics, eastward from the Philippine
islands and New Guinea to the American
coast ; this includes the Pelew, Ladrone,
Caroline, Radick, Sandwich, and Galla-
agos islands to the nortin, and the
tern, Piteairn, Marquesas, Society,
Friendly, Queen Charlotte's, New He-
brides, New Caledonia, New Iveland,
New Britain, New Hanover, Navigator's,
Louislade, Dangerous, Solomon’s, and the
Admiralty islands, to the south.

Polynesia is also interesting, from
having been the scene of the most im-
portant discoveries of the Columbus of
modern times—Captain Cook ; at O-why-
hee he fell, in a collision with the natives,
thus prematurely closing a life which
had been sedulously devoted to the ad-
vancement of seience.

The Sandwich islands, of which O-why-
hee, or Hawaii, forms a part, are ten in
aumber. Eightof theseare knowntobein-
habited. O-why-heeis the largest not only
of the Sandwich islands but of the whole
Polynesian group. Itisexceedingly moun-
tainous, and rises to an elevation of about
16,000 feet above the sea. The voleano
of Kiraneca is in ceaseless activity, and,
indeed, the whole island is covered with
lava and perforated by craters. Several
circumstances have lately combined to
give importance to these islands, and the
aptitude of the people in acquiring the
manners and customs of Europeans ; their
readiness to receive their friendly ad-
vances and to profit by a mutually good
understanding, have given them a %\?gh
position.  As a station for steamers and
other vessels, the islands present pe-
culiar facilities; they are a

spru:i:g up, and the
opulation is very
onl:siderable. 'I?Ee
harbour is capable
of accommodating
about seventy ves-
sels of 500 or 600
tons.

The Marquesas
islands, thirteen in
number, do not pre-
sent so many inte-
resting features as
those of the pre-
viously - mentioned
group, and nothing
can be more dis-
tinetly marked than
the difference be-
tween the inhabi-
tants. Physically,
the people of the
Marquesas are su-
perior to  most
others of the Poly-
nesian group, but
in civilisation they
are far behind those
of either the Sand-
wich islands or of
Tahiti. They have,
appavently, no de-
sire toadopt- Euro-
pean customs, and
still adhere to most
of their old savage
practices — indulg-
ing even, until
very lately, in can-
nibalism. e Sand-
wich islanders, on

the contrary, have %art.icu.]arly distinguished them- | common language prevailsamongst the inhabitants ; | upon manures, and oo lit:ﬁa
nglish and American customs,
and the dress of the hetter class of both sexes

selves in adopting

t y eady frequented by | is
the wl:ilers in :‘l!lle Pfaolﬁic, and in the town of Hono-
lulu, the capital of the group lish churches,
sohools, boarding houses, &c."fgf have rapidly
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thoroughly Anglo-American. When Poly-
nesgia first attracted the attention of Euro-
Peans, a strong likeness was observable in the
abits of the people throughout the group. One |

tain

DAY OF EARAKUKCOOA, O-WHY-HEE.

and idolatry, cannibalism, polygamy, infanticide,
with all the attendant horrors 9% savage life, were

by increasing the o

particular—the habits of the people are
still those of barbarians. As the appear-
anee of the aborigines of these islands was -
originally remarkable for its hideous
nature, so these people still retain many
of those practices which were more repul-
sive than those of the other islanders.

Here, however, the exertions of the
Christian Missionary have made some
improvement in the moral condition of
the people. In the Sandwich islands the
Christian religion is almost universally
orofessed by the people. The Americans
{'mve done much to forward this desirable
object. Much still remains to be done, and
il 1s essential that the religious zeal of the
European and American residents should
keeppacewith their mercantile enterprize.

The practice of tatooing is kept up with
more tenacity than in any other part of
Polynesia. The operation is performed
in childhood, and the more extensively
dizfipured it is possible to render the face
aml%od}', so much superior is supposed
to be the ingenuity of the operator and
the appearance of the sufferer. The
figure represented in our engraving is a
faithful sketch of one of the warriors of
the Marquesas islands;

Scuentific otes,
e .

THE STEAM-PLOUGH.—Neither do good
climate nor good sail uacessm'ilf' insure
good crops; nor do unfavourable condi-
tions prevent their production by en-
lightened agricultural industry, Though
the temperature of a climate cannot be

changed, yet it may generally be im-
proved by sheltering the ground from

~ cold winds, and by diminishing the evapo-

ration from the surface by a system of
drainage that will relieve it from super-
fluous moisture. Deficiencies of the soil
itself may be obviated; firstly, by improv-
ing its earthy constitution ; and, secondly,
nised matter which it con-

5. Experience teaches that a soil composed of

several earths is more productive
sisting of only one ; and that a certain proportion of

ments of ferfility :
latent, and needing only judicious aid from man to

han that con-

caleareous earth is
essential to con-
tinuous fertility.
Hence, =soils not
calcareous are im-
Emved hy the ad-

ition of lime, and
all others by mix-
ing them with such
as are of an op]l:;o-
site nature; by
mingling sand with
clay, and clay with
lighter soils. The
use of the soil is,
firstly, to serve asa
support for the
roots; and, se-
condly, to furnish
those mineral ele-
ments needed for
the growth and ma-
turity of the plants
thence received.
Wheat can only
vipen in  ground
containing the
silica, which im-

ercctuness to the
stem, through
which its suste-
nance is drawn. Im-
portant as it un.
doubtedly is to

supplyacertain por-
tion nised
matter to the seil,

perhaps, hitherto,
too muen depend-
ence hasbecnplaced
upon the hidden cle-

contained in the ground itself,

parts strength and |





