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And pushing the table erossly away, some books | sides, as snow melts first where it is in contact with | borders. Depend upon it, they were given to hos-

fell from it fo the ground, which the doctor suffered

the ground.

When the smolke is abundant, the | pitality. There was always hearty welcome in the

me to pick up, taking the nﬁ)porhunity thus made of | moisture being unevaporated, and the soot not | old hall of Speke for the strange guest or the fre-

tasting the contents of the un-
corked bottle, which he held in
his hand, =

‘“ Pshaw, mnonsense,” he ex-
claimed, seeing me about to re-
proach him for his impnidence,
““the stuff is safe enough. I
on.I‘y wish I had a gallon of it.”

‘¢ Is it valuable, then—good—
wholesome ¢ I am so glad.”

“Yes, it's all three; but why
did you suspect it was not?”

““I do not know if I ought fo
tell }'ou; and yet I see no reason
why I should make amystery ofit.”

And so, after a moment's re-
flection, I told him'all; my first
and second meeting with the
ripsy, her last strange visit' in
this very room, and her singular
language, threats, denunciations,
and prophecies.

“All of which are not worth
one rap,” he said; ¢ although her
herb stuff is. If_sI]]Ja_ever comies:

in, tell her, will you, to go
i iy plies s il foaks it Beiich
worth her while than a month's
prophesying, Why this is a de-
ceetion of one of the rarest heybs
khnown ; worth a whole druggist’s
i
“Indeed ! Iwasvery ungrate-
ful, then.”

“ Ay ; it's a commion failing, and you have your. _ . .
| formed resembling a thunder-cloud. This, like a

share of it."” ! e L
(To le contenued.)

Ssimiiﬁr Hokes,

Dors Svxrient Exringuise Fires?—It is fre-
quently asserted” by observant persons——[anciful:{,
as some declare—that a fire burns more brightly
in cold weather, and that the sunbeams or other
light have the property of enfeebling, or even
extinguishing it. e remark is scienfifically cor-
reck.  The coldef air is,” the more. is it condensed,
and the more oxyren does an equal volume or mass
contain. Thus it flows faster toward the fire, from
the tendency to equal diffusion of all gases, bring-
ing thereto more of the element thatfeeds it. When
the air is warmer it contains less oxygen, and the
draught towards the fire isless easily established ;
while the direet sun-rays so expand the atmosphere
of a room, that the current in the direction of the
fire is impeded, and perhaps ceases altogether.

Inprearrons or Rarw.—In all things the present
is the mirror of the future, if it is read aright.
pretty accurate conclusion as to coming weather
may be formed from observation of the smoke
asgending from chimneys, since it is an indication
of the state of the atmosphere. Heated air hasa
tendeney to expand in all directions, but its actual
motion 15 in that direction offering least resistance,
and it ascends until, the air favouring its lateral
expansion, it cools, and moves only under a fresh
impulse. The ascent of smoke, which is heated air,
is sometimes impeded by the particles of chareoal,
water, &e., which give it colour and render it visible ;
but a chimney often smokes most when it does not
geem to smoke at all—that is, when there is a clear,
bright fire, for smoke is a consequence of imperfect
combugtion ; the chimney which showers soot around
has but a fesble ascending current. When the smoke
from the neighbouring chimneys has @ single direc-
tion, and soon melts away in the air, it is apparent
that the lower stratum of air is dry, and will cer-
tainly resist the descent of rain, however cloudy the
sky may be. When the different smokes are in-
clined, some one way and some another, disturbance
in the lower atmosphere is indicated, and rain may
be immediately expected, although a cloud may not
be visible in the sky. 1t must be obszerved that in
certain places and at some seasons clear skies are
treacherous | nearthe sea and mountains, day clouds
and night clouds are regularly formed and dissolved
in the atmosphere in the finest weather. When the
smoke ascends in tall columns without blending
with the still air, rain may also be expected, for it
shows that the lower air will absorb no more
moisture. Now, it is the lower atmosphere that
supports the clouds, and when these are formed and
again absorbed, the absorption is from the lower
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thrown dowm, a long flat stratua is frequently

thunder-clond, foretells the descent of heavy showers
from a great height, because the lower air resists
the descent of the cloud, while its moisture is rapidly
escaping from the higher region. The evaporative
power of the lower airis then engaged in resisting
the descent of the cloud, so that ‘gfa surface of the
earth and vegetation become moist without any fall
of rain or formation of dew. Little tricklings of
water appear on the banks, at other times evaporated
before reaching the surface to aceumulate; while
the watery constituents of plants are no longer
exhaled from their foliags.

SPEEE HALL,

SPEKE HALL, Lancashire, is one of those rarve old
houses which suggest a thousand fancies, and which
are associated with the most stirring periods of the.
history of England. Speke Hall is of a_good old
age, and is duly registered in the Domesday Boolk.
It was then ““held by Uctred,” and, with the adja-
cent land, was valued at sixty-four pence.
Domesday Book, as maug of our readers ave aware,
is a general survey of all the lands in England, made
by order of William the Conqueror, not quite eight
hundred years ago. It furnishes an inventory of
the estates then held, by whom they were possessed,
and the value at which they were estimated. Many
of the Saxon holders were dispossessed of their pro-
perty ; and the owner of Speke, the beginning and
ending of our acquaintance with whom is contained
in the one entry fo which we have referred, soon
lost his lands, and Benedict de Gernette gave it asa
marriage portion with his daughter Annota to Adam
de Molineux, a knight of chivalry ; from thence it
passed into the Norris family, and was held by them
in direct descent until the middle of thelast century.
The Norrises were anoble and maxtial family. They
held their estate by military fenure. . Whether it
was against the Scots, who came over the border to
spoil the Southerns, and male a Douglas larder of
some English stronghold ; whether it was against the
turbulent Welsh, who maintained an im'tating war-
fare ; whether it was against the “ wild Irish,” who,
by their party squabbles, envy, division, and destruc-
tive strife, were easily subdued ; whether it was
against the Pagans in the Holy Land, or the French
across the Channel—the Norrises were always ready
to splinter a lance on a foeman's breastplate, or
turn the edge of & stout battle-axe on an enemy's
orest, They were always so busy fighting that they
never distinguished themselves in any remarkablo
way at Cabinet or Council, They touk no delight in
““soft raiment ™ or “king’s courts,” Glory to them
was as the breath of their nostrils—glory was to
gild their sepulelire and embalm their fimnes.  And
these sturdy Lancashire men were, no deubt, as fine
specimens of chivalry as could be found within our

quent visitor. Round the hall was
a moat—now filled upand trans-
ferred into a garden, and a stone
bridge occupies the place of the
old drawbridge, The house itself
is chiefly built of wood and plas-
ter, and is one of the best

cimens of its class in England.
There was formerly a terrace-walk
parallel with the house, but most
of this has been destroyed ; there
was a chapel, where many a
squire may have kept his vigil in
hope of the morrow's knighthood ;
bub the chapel is twmned into a
lanundry—to such ‘¢ base uses™ do
we come at last |

The inner court contains two
venerable yew trees, which may
have helped our bowmen in win-
ning many a fight, and which stiil
add a picturesque effect to the

d hall,

The miterior of this ancient
mansion presents various objects
of interest tfo the antiquary.
Carved ceilings and wainscotings,
richly ornamented chimney picces,
windows of stained glass, and
household furniture of great age,
seénd the mind of the observer a
thinking of the past. The chival-

=ty T . roushéroes, the heospitablesquires,
) the good old-fashioned gentlemen
have departed ; the house has passed through seve-
ral hands; sold, and let, and hired, and “ on view,”
lilke any common divelling of the present time. Do
the ghosts of its cid owners, I wonder, ever come
and look at the old place? ~Does the shadow of
Mabel Norreys ever come g]i(li.n.i—i:-hrough the rooms
““ barefooted,” as once a week she, in her lifetime,
walked from Haigh to Wigan, to expiate the sin of
marrying a second husband before the first was
dead ? Does theold Squire ever come back to look
at the old hall where he celebrated his victory over
the Welsh, and the winning of the Bromfield lands
for himself and his heirs for ever? Does old Sir
John cver look in 7—Sir John who, in Queen Bess's
time, performed so'many valorous acts, and of whoss
famous retreat it might have been said, as it was of
Socrates, ““ He did not fly as others did, but mea-
sured the ground by inches.,” Does the hero of
Flodden Field come back to look at his ancient
carvings—the wainscoting given him by his royal
master? No; there are no ghosts walking at Spelke,
but the memory of the old worthies who were born,
and lived, and flourished, and died within its ancient
walls, is inseparably associated with the place.

In various parts of the building thers are some
curious inseriptions in old English text. Cn the
door frieze of the great parlour, for instance, is the
following, with which excellent advice we conclude
our notice :—

Tfe: Sheeghlest :
QT ape : to : feaben :

LIMA.

Waexn Francisco Pizarro, in 1526, first touched at
the shores of Peru, he found himself among an intel-
ligent people, who, under their ancient lords, the
Incas, had attained, like the modern Japanese, a
considerable degree of civilisation and prosperity,
with little or no assistance from the rest of mankind.
In 1531 he returned with a force which enabled him
speedily fo effect the conquest of the country; and
from that time to the present, Pern has been the
scene of almost continual disorders.

In order to check the spirit of rebellion, the
Spanish Government made Peru the centre of its
dominions, and Lima became the capital. The city
thus founded by Pizarro rapidly rose in opulence
and fame, and it became known a3 the City of the
Kings. Tn 1821 General San Martin, after having
expelied the Spaniards from Chili, entered Pern, and
t'::lllstmnf_d possession of Lima. The independence of

¢ nation was proclaimed on the 28th of July, and
San Martin_ declared protector, Various chanees
followed, and. for many ycars the couniry cumiul%ud
to be distracted by civil war. Af length 4 rapublican
govel’nmept, headed by o president, and assisted
by a national congress, was established. Mhe gon-
sutution is, however, in many respects unsuited to

Gob : to: lobe : serhe s
ababe : all: theng,

the character and temperament of the nen 1
iracte) | o, a
hence discord and dxsorcFe.r continue to pre'}:'ail? pe
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In Peru earthquakes are almost as frequent as
revolutions, and the latter usually do more visible
damage than the former ; but the political, and not
the material, convulsions are those which have
reduced this pleasant land to its present unhappy
condition.

Peru has many natural advantages. TItis washed
on the west by the Pacific Ocean, and, from the steep
ascent of the Andes, slopes down rapidly to the sea.
Irregnlar depressions, called the Vales, are watered
by rivers, but these are frequently dry, and, as
vegetation and agriculture depend chiefly on the
supply of water from this source, some districts are
vary fertile, and are yet within a few miles of tracts
of desert. The fertility of certain districts, however,
arises chiefly from a large supply of guano, obtained
from the rocky islets of the coast. The best guano
comes from Pern, as our farmers find out, when they
make a “ cheap " purchase of red clay and feathers,
manufactured at home. Along the coast of Peru,
south of Cape Blance, rain never falls, but the utter
Larrenness which we might expect to result is
prevented by an admirable arrangement of Divine
Providence. For five of the hottest months in the
the land is covered with a dense fog, which in
the morning lies close to the ground, and at noon
rises into the air, but is never wholly dispelled. The
fog, which is called the garua, effectually intercepts
the rays of the sun, and the earth is covered with
dew, cansed by the condenmsation of the fog. The
gronnd is thus fertilised.

The country has a pleasant climate, and the fruits
and grains, both of the north and south, are, for the
most part, produced in perfection.

If it were not for earthquake and revolution, Lima
could not fail to have been one of the pleasantest
cities in South America. It stands in a charming
valley, and the town itself, notwithstanding the
rapid social changes of neighbouring states with
which it has relations, retains those manners, cus-
toms, and forms of architecture peculiar to itself,
and which are not to be found even at its port of

year

A PUBLIC PROMENADE AT LIMA, IN PERU.

retaining their old customs, however, the people
have not entirely shut themselves out from modern
civilisation, and, consequently, the two dwell together
in inharmonious contact. Several centuries may, in
fact, be said to exist side by side, and jostle each
other in the strests of this city.

At a distance, the appearance of the city is pic-
turesque, but on a mearer view the narrow streets
and windowless houses give it a sombre appearance.
The best houses do not face the streets, but look into
a courtyard, the enfrance to which is by a closed
gateway. These courtyards are often gorgeously
painted with mythological sul’)liecta, or landscapes
with impossible perspective. he houses are low,
and rarely have more than one floor; they are Iighﬂ{;
built, as a protection against the earthquakes whic
have frequently reduced the ecity to ruins.

The ladies of Lima, less capricious than their sex
nearer home, have not yet resigned their ancient,
pisturesque, and mysterious costume. The engrav-
ing successfully delineates this singular dress, as
well as the costume of the gentlamen of the city.

The Liman lady is distinguished y the elegance
with which she manages her black silk mantilla. It
is worn tightly round the head, and adroitly held in
one hand so as to conceal the entire face, one eye
only being exposed, to enable her to see her way.
The point of the shawl, inclosed from behind in this
mantilla, leaves the waist uncovered. She dlso wears
a satin petticoat drawn tight at the waist, and over-
lapping beneath, descending gracefully ta the feet.
The colours most in vogue for the petticoat are blue,
black, and emerald green. The dress of the gentle-
men sufficiently explains itsslf, and seems to be
rather easy than elegant. The engraving represents
the Alameda del Actio, one of the favourite prome-
nades of the city during the evening, when it is
crowded with light equipages and idlers enjoying the
cool breeze from the adjacent river.

The condition of society in Lima is illustrated by
the numerous instances in which foreigners have
been robbed and assassinated, without any attempt

Callao, which is only siz miles distant. Although | on the part'of the Government to bring the offenders

to justice. Some time ago, Mr. Sullivan, the British
chargé d'affaires, fell a victim to an assassin; and so
recently as last February, Captain L. Lambert,
commander of H. B. M.’s war steamer, Vixen, met
his death in a similar manner. Captain Lambert lef
his hotel at three o'clock in the afternoon of Teb. 12,
in perfect health, for the purpose of taking a bath
in the river, and he seems to have been murdered on
the beach. His body was washed down a mile from
the spot; on his person was a closed dispatch; buf
the assassins had carried off his watch and ring, the
price of this deed of blood. The unfortunate
deceased, who had evidently struggled hard for life,
was a very young officer, and had distinguished
himself during the Crimean war. In this, as in
former cases of a similar kind, the perpetrators of the
crime remained undetected.

The Amatour Gurdener.

BY GEORGE GLENKT.
Al

PresumING that a hot-bed of some kind has been
made up, and that we are desirous of raising a few
tender annuals, and, moreover, that we have no
frame to put on the dung, we must be content with a
hand-glass, and having made a mark in the soil with
the edge of this now useful implement, the seed of
stock, aster, balsam, everlasting flower, phlox
Drummondi, French marigold, &e., should be sown
within the mark. Whether the ‘seed is thinly
sprinkled or sown in little drills or gutters made by
the fingers, matters not; bub according to the
glasses and space we have at command must the
quantity sown be decided. Those who have abun-
dance of room in hot or green houses have sown long

go; but where we have nothing beyond a hand-
glass or two, and have no means of protecting young
seedlings if they were potted, we can only sow now,
because the plants would be drawn up too much
hefore they could be planted out, if sown earlier.

When the seed is up, the glasses must be tilted,





