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kind landlady's, and put on a comfortable bed-gown,
also lent by her.

There was no longer the old, anxious, seared look
—+there was peace on the brow, and a smile on the
lip. The doll lay by her side, but was not, as usual,
clasped to her breast.

The nurse said she had opened her eyes once, and
had drunk a cup of gruel, but had immediately
dropped asleep again,

““You know her delusion, nurse?” said Jack.
¢ You know that for years she has looked upon that
doll as a real, living child. Did she not ask for it,
or hug it ?”

“She took no notice of if, sir,” said the nurse,
“and she seemed as gentle and rational as I am this
blessed moment. La, sir! who can tell but what
the sight of blood she's lost from her poor dear head
mayn't have set her right? Such things have been
before, and may, with God’s blessing, be again.”

Jack stood for a momerst, his face hidden in his
hands, praying that it might indeed be so, and then
he stole out of the room, and hastened to breakfast.

How he enjoyed the good tea, the rounds of
buttered toast, the new-laid eggs, and the savoury
Efwhe’rﬁ i;n that cheerful inn parlour, no pen can

aseribe !

CHAPTER LL
Rich the treasure!
Sweet the pleasure!
Sweet is pleasurc aftef pain.—DRYDEN.
By the fime Jack had finished his breakfast the
" last bell was inviting the villagers to church, and
the people were passing the bay window on their
way thither. Jack resolved to go too, and for the
first time for fifteen years Jack found himself on his
way to church. He felt strangely overcome when
he left the bright sunshine and fresh breeze for
the dim religious light and cloistered air of the old
village church; such hosts of memories came
crowding on his heart and brain, such a tempest of
emotion shook his frame, such agonies of regret and
‘remorse rent his bosom !

His cheek grew deadly pale; large tears filled his
eyes; his knees shook under him; his hands
irembled. A kind woman, in a cushioned pew,
invited him to sit down (she thought he was an
invalid). She lent him her salts, a prayer-book
and a hymn-book; and Jack, as he knelt and
Erayed, found comfort steal into his heart, led on

y those twin angels, Repentance and Faith.

How he poured out his heart during the serviee !
and what comfort was there for him in the simple
germon, of which the text was—

. “There is more joy in heaven over one sinner that
repenteth, than over ninety and nine just persons
that need no repentance.”

On his return, the landlady met him with a smile,
to tell him that the lady was awake, and quite
rational.

She had asked whence came that doll which had
Deen placed beside her, and had begged that it
might be removed.

The doctor came just at this time, and Jack con-
sulted him about the course o be pursued with the
patient, Jack owned that he had some agitating
diaclosures to make, and asked whether it would be
safe to make them just yet.

The doctor strongly urged a delay of some days.

Jack acquiesced, and heard, in answer to his
questions about Heart's-ease Hall, that some of the
poor lunatics had escaped when the roof fell in,
and, having been found rushing half naked across
the fields, had been taken by the police fo the
county lunatic asylum; that the bodies of Dr. Douce
Smyles and his wife, frightfully burnt and crushed,
had been identified by Samson, as also that of Dan
Underdun; that of many inmafes nothing remained
but charred bones; and that the whole building was
a ruin.

Samson returned soon after the doctor's de-
parture, and Jack and he sat down to a good
dinner together. After dinner, Samson said that,
as he was ‘““no scholard,” and Jack was, he
would get him to write to Mr. Wylie Oldacre,
the lawyer, who always paid every expense for the
poor lady. ‘“I've got his name and address,” he
said; I think you'd better say what's happened,
and state that the lady was saved by the two head-
keepers, who had got her to the Black Dog, at Wyn-
side, and they're willing to take charge of her there
for the present, but that funds will be required ;
and that, so far, the change seems to have done the
lady good, as, through keeping her bed from a
savere hurt to her temple the night of the fire, she's
much more rational in her mind, which the loss of
blood might proved beneficial.”

Jack wrote the required letter; and then, while
Samson smoked his pipe in the bar, Jack took a
quiet stroll in the sweet fields and through the
beautiful lanes, and ““looked through Nature up to
Nature's God |

(T'o be contrnued.)
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To whom was awearded o Prize of £5.

THE INEXPERIENCE OF YOUTH.
By early marriages arve generally understood those
contracted between parties on the very threshold of
adult existence—who having, in short, only just
emerged from childhood, have had no experience of
life, or the duties and obligations of youth, nor of the
pleasures peculiar to that blissful period of human
existence. Such persons, indeed, plunging at once
into the cares and anxieties of the war?:l, at an age
when they should simply be preparing to understand
how best to meet them, know nothing of that sweet
time about which poets have delighted most to sing,
and which even retrospective Fhiloso hy cannot re-
frain from regretting when lost. There is some-

thing almost sublime in the contemplation of
youthful simplicity (removed from folly) and its
inexperience. Itis, too, the directpersonification of

Hope. The future lies all before it—a future not
viewed in the cold, leaden colours in which middle
age contemplates it, but radiant in rose-coloured
light, shifting into rainbow hues ; hoping and trust-
ing, despite disappointment and the inevitable ills
and trials of existence.

IMPRUDENT MARRIAGES,

Tt is often argued that, where mutual affection
oxists, it is better for young persons to share the
griefs-and pleasures of life together. But it may
be urged, that constancy, even in affection, is not
always an attribute of youth. Versatility, indeed,
is more frequently its characteristic. If can adapt
itself to eircumstances; but it is also prompt in
evading them when repulsive. It resists coercion;
and perhaps these qualities, peculiar to such &
season, when the sense of enjoyment is keen, and
reflection is yet dormant, is one reason why we hear
of so many unhappy marriages-among the working
classes, who are especially prone fo contract early
and improvident umions, It is no uncommon thing
among the operative class o see a couple present
themselves for marriage whose united ages do not
amount perhaps to thirty-four years—the girl-wife
sixteen ; the }\}Joy-husba.nd two years her senior.
All the money they can collect or save is spent in
making holiday on the wedding-day. Their home
is one poor room, void of all furniture, save a bed
of the humblest description, a chair or two, and a
table, with one or two cooking ufensils. The earn-
ings of both—for in these cases, the wife is generally
employed at some of the slop work so prevalent in
London—work for which the very lowest amount
of remuneration is given—can barely sustain their
mutual wants. When children come, what with
the utter inexperience of the mother, and the reck-
less habits of the premature father, all speedily in
that poor household becomes dirt, waste, confusion,
and misery. The young pair have known no youth,
none of the freedom from the yoke of care, which
should be one of the especiafv privileges of that
happy time; but all becomes faded, wan, spent.
The gloom of middle age comes on, when life should
be in its first promise of spring; and age ensuesin
the middle of existence—age and premature decay.
Being the very nature of immaturity to be fickle,
boys and girls rashly fancy they love; and not
understanding the nature of true affection, its en-
durance and devotion, without which it is not
worthy of the name, they unite themselves in irre-
vocable bonds, grow soon after mutually weary and
disgnsted, and ultimately part, even after dwelling
together for yofits, having shared the precocious
troubles which they have brought on their own
heads.

DOMESTIC DUTIES. ;

Tt is evidently the intention of Nature that the
season of youth should be preparatory, both by ob-
servation and initiation. The young girl who is the
cldest of a large family, helps her mother with the
little ones—free, herself, from a mother's cares and

anxieties—and so serves an apprenticeship to the
comprehension of her own duties; when, in due
course, maternity arrives to her, at an age when her
principles and habits are well grounded and sus-
tained. The loss of infant life, for want of the
mother’s knowing the commonest duties of life, is
incaleulable ; and it is to be deplored that, as re-
gards the female education of the operative class,
more attention is not paid to the teaching of com-
mon things—common home duties—therequirements
and charge of infants—so that, at least, when early
marriage ensues, the child-wife may not be so piti-
‘ably ignorant of every obligation demanded by her
early-imposed relations.
WIFE-BEATING.

The existence of youth is, or should be, imagina-
tive—that is to say, without losing sight of the
duties of the present, there should be a strong ten-
dency to plan and imagine happiness for the future.
‘When very younﬁ men marry, caught by some mo-
mentary fancy, they speedily become disenchanted ;
and then their future becomes either stained with
guilt, or a blank! When men execrate their own
folly in too early incurring the obligations of matri-
mony, they testify their disappointment by ceasing
to treat their wives with all observance of love or
respect. The ill-treatment of, and brutality to-
wards, Wwoman, arising often from unavailing regret,
and difficulty in supporting a family, have a ded
odium to the name of working Englishmen, as the
o_{:pressors and tyrants of the weak and helpless,
Hundreds of poor women, covered with bruises, and
blackened and degraded by furious blows, appear
before the sitting magiskates of London, to com-
plain of their partner’s eruelty—thus the idea be-
comes general.

PHYSIOLOGICAL OBJECTIONS,

There are also physiological objections to those
carly marriages, which the previousremarks will show
are, in so many instances, indiscreet ones. When
marriage is contracted before adult life has really set
in, or f.%na physical constitution is settled in stamina,
the offspring of such unions are certain to be weakly ;
to be stunted in growth ; fo be feeble in intellect,
as well as health. Young women become mothers
hefore their strength is matured, or they are calcu-
lated for maternal duties; the seeds of consumdpt.ion
are thus sown, and the offspring inherit thistendency
—living painful lives, and finding premature graves.

IMPROVIDENCE,

To marry without the fair means of subsistence,
or the prospect of future employment, is nothing
else than inconsiderate selfishness. Even if means
of living are easy, what do very young girls know
of the pm}iler management of Wazfies? he improvi-
dence of the working classés need not be marvelled
at, when the confinual effects of boy and girl
marriages occur daily before our eyes. Every
farthing is spent before Monday morning comes
round, and for the rest of the week the pawnbroker
is resorted to; the habit of going to pawn-shops
being something like that of visiting a gin-shop, not
easily overcome. The imprudent couple will feast
one day and fast the next two or three after; or,
they will spend in jaunting on Sundays and holidays
as much as would keep them the entire week. Early
responsibilities do not seem to teach prudent habits
or saving ways. Such couples, in fact, have never
learned to rule themselves ; they have no idea of the
real uses and purposes of life—no views of self-im-
provement. They regard work as a bore, and believe
thea ts and recreations of their classlimited
to the threepenny gallery of a minor theatre, riotous
fairs, and demoralised dancing-rooms and public-
house concerts.

As regards marriage, the views of young people
alter greatly as they progress in life. There are
fewer single women in the working classes, because
heedless marriages are more frequent. If (as an
extreme case) she knows her duty, and strives to do
it, a woman of this station, married while almost a
child, is overwhelmed with the burdens of life;
she is a slave to her husband, a slave o her children
—rarely has she the energy, or even the knowledge
proper, for bringing up a family; if she is well dis-
posed, she becomes a drudge; if evil, a slattern
and a termagant ; or, worse—she neglects her little
ones, and falls a willing vietim to intemperance—
a vice too frequent among the women of her class.

Having thus shown the mischief of unconsidered
marriage between persens of unripe age, and who

ossess little more than the experience of child-

ood, let us contemplate the wedded slate at a
period when it should naturally take place, and when,
in the interests of public morality, it is certainly
desirable that it should be no longer delayed.

(To be continued.)
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were alone, Primrose (by Lady Beech's advica) told
him of her engagement to her cousM. Lady Beech,
who, was both shrewd and romantie, thought this
quite necessary, when she noted how bright his laive
eyes became, and How his cheek changed _bempﬁ:-

wously as Le and Primrose talked of the past; and |

how Siin, though ui‘-p}i?ént_'.ly__]istbning to the little
earl’s remarks on the landscaple, prew white and
watehifal, and did not lose one word of what was
said by Herbert and Primrose.

CHAPTER LVL
Oh leaye the gay, the festive scene,:
The halls! the balls of dazzling light,

Al roam with me through forests green.
. DBencath the silent night I—Bartab.

Thi: bells of Ashbrook are ringing a merry peal ;
the sun is shining brightly in :Ltﬁom:lidss sky, of
turquoise blue; the soft western breese waves the
green plumes of the larch, and the delicate boughs
of ‘““the lady of the woods” (the graceiul, weepin,

birch), and stirs the darker foliage of the oak anc
the el ; a gay-coloured tent is pitched on dn open
expanse of emerald green in tﬁe park, and small
marguees dot the lawn,

A hively 1}‘1 il i playing, and betimes all the in-
habitants 6f Ashbrook, Greenfields, Sunnyside, and
many from Bristol and,other parts, where the squire

“had tenants, came flocking in in Sunday attire, and
with bright holiday smiles.

Tady Beech purposely, knowing the squire's ani-
mosity to the Hazeldeans, only presented Sim as
#Mr, Seymonr ;” and asfor Primrose, probably, asthe
squire had not a long memory for services rendered
bim; he had: fuite forgotten the little gentle girl
whose yisit had mainly contributed to restore his
Tieir to health and life.

Primvose was very glad he had foigotten her.
She felt a good deal afraid of him, and kept as
mteh as possible onb of his way. We have said
that the bells rang, the band played, the soft breeze
waved the flags on the tents, and the gay new rib-
bons of the village belles. There were numbers of
pretty rogy girls—there always are in every village
meefing in Ingland—and there were a great many
tenants of the squires who were strangers at Ash-
brook. Among these, was a tall handsome man,
in the prime of life, who wore a wide-awake pulled
over s brows, but which conld not coneeal o pair of
large blue eyes, fringed with black lashes, and a finely-
shaped noge. His companion was a tall, siender,
delicate woman, abbut nine-and-thirky, quictly
drossad in black silk; and a large shawl, wearing
a Bponish hat and thiek veil. They kli;pt_ close
together, and sate down among the humbler guests
at the lower table when the banguet wis sefved.

No expense was spared ; barrels of fine old home-
brewed ale were broached ; an ox aud seyeral sheep
wero roasted whole ; and games of every description
{mostly old English ones) wers promoted.

But this was before the Danquet, at which the
heir's health was proposed with the most absurd
and fulsome praise of himself and the old squire, by
* Tord Vacant Stare, seconded by Sir Lackwitt Ogle
{they liked their quarters, and wished to be asked
to prolong their stay). The health was drunk with
enthusiasm, The youn% sr%u.ire_acknowle_dgcd the
compliment in » very brief, modest speech ; and
{hen Lord Vacant Starve, who had constitnted him-
self toastmaster, proposed the health of Squirs
Proudfoot. ' ’

This, too, was seconded by Sir Lackwitt Ogle.
The old squire returned thanks in a very prosy,
pompous manner; and after a few more toasts, the
dancers chose their partners, and paived off.

‘Herbert had to open the ball with the chief
tenant’s danghter, a bright-eyed milk-niaid beauty,
in white muslin and cherry-coloured ribbons. Hee-
tor, Vacant Stare, and Taskwitt Ogle, all tried to
gel pretby Primrose as a parbuer, but she was en-
gaged to Seymour. , :

However, in order not tio attract attention, Prim-
rose only danced one dance with him, and then Sey-
mour returned to the side of the little earl. Weary
of the noise, the glave, and the bustle, tie little carl
proposed to Sim tu:hlke a turh with him in the
wond as far as the fishing-liouse—that very fishing-
house which so long ago had boen & favourite place
of rendezvons for Anrora Proudiuot and ber lover,
Gentleman Seymonr,

 Pefore we go, Sim, ! eaid tle little earl, *“whisper
+0 Primroze that she had Lettér slip away and join
ng thero 3 she will be glad to esdape tho stares and
compliments, and wnwelcome atbentions of those
three coxcombs.” .

&im drew near to Primrose, who was lean-
ing against an old pollard oalk; he whispered

‘and fhe path on either side sloj

to. her to slip away and join them at the fishing-
house, as goon as she had danced with the  three
fops.” He hail no ides thathehind that tree Vacant
Stare was listening to every word he said,

When Sim and the little earl were gone, Vacant
Staéfe claimed Primrose’s hand, but made no allusion
to Sim.

The dance over, shé was claimed by Lackwitt Ogle,
and finally by Hector.

CHAPTER LVIL
Like to a double cherry, that seemeth parted,
But yet a union in partition,
BHAKESPEARE.

Anoxe the prettiest girls at this fée was Minnie,
Primrose’s schoolfellow of the Ashley Downl Asylum,
Minnie was now living with the old .aunt who had
brought her up, and who had been Herbert's nurse,
. They lived in one of the little old almshouses, in
the sama row with Kezinh and Tabitha Crowe.

Minnie, with her aged aunt and the two old
Crowes, had come to the ffe in the bdlker’s tilted
cart ; and Hector, who found Primrose gave him no
encouragement to flivt with her, transferred his
empty attentions to pretby Minnie.
| §O ‘sponier was his dance with Piimrose over, than
he led Minnie out ; and Primrose, seeing no-impedi-
ment, rose, drew her searf around her, and ghding
nnperceived from the erowd, stole, like a2 moonbeam,
from tree to tree, till she entered the shrubbety, on
her way io the fishing-house, :

! ‘}l‘ha évening was closing in, and although it was
light chough on the open glade wheré they were
dancing, it seemed very dark as she sped along tho
paths over which the boughs of the trees were inter-
twined, ¢

. At about the centre of the slirubbery there was &
larze, cave-like probto. It was in a sort of hollow,
il dbywn to it,

1t was composed of fragments of rock and spir,
and had several rude pillavs and arehes; but on its
top was earth, troes, a sort of bridge, and & path
wlllich__lizd algo across the shrubbery, bub ab right
angles with that throiigh the cave. i

Primrose had intended to take the path over the
grotto, bub she had forpotten the right way, and
suddenly found herself ab the entrance of the cave.

Tt was so cool, dark, and sepulchral, that sho felt
a sort of fear, which she tried to conquer; and she
was hurrying through the grotto with a beating
heart and Burning cheek, when suddenly a_strong
arrn was thrown round lier waish, and a voice, in
which she recognised the 'HEE) of Tord Vaeant Stave,
exclaimed, “So T've cauglib you ab last, my pretty
Pritnrodo, my little, prode ; now you must begin by
paying the foll with & kiss, and then listen 1o iie,
like a dear, good litfle girl.” e 3

But Primrose, althoush ab firsk dumb with terror,
soon- recovered her power of speech, and seb up a
plereing shriclk: ab the sound of Ler voice, Seymour,
letting timself down, at greib risk of Jife aind Hmb,
from the bridpe above, where lie was awaiting her,
rushed fito the grotio to reseue ket

At the same monient the fall fivure of a manina
“wide-nwake” hab, who had also heard that terribile
ety of worman's wildest dicad and deepest distress,
appeaved, a lighted lantern in his hand, iwhici
revenled to Sim his darling, his Primvose, his afii-
anced bride, struggling in the arms of Vacant Stare,

All the haughty blood of all the Seymours, and
that not less warm of the braye yeoman race of
Hazeldean, boiled in Seymour's veins, as hie threw
himself upon Lord Vacant Stare; tore Primyrose from
his prasp, and closed with him in a deadly struggle,
dealing him blow upon blow, so fast and =o fiercely,
that Lord Vacant Stave fell to the ground, affer
striking out in vain ; and in falling, his head canie in
contact with a shavp point of rock-work. A ghastly
pallor overspread his face, blood gushed from hiis
mouth and ears, and Sim; though he clasped lis
reseued Primroge {o his heart, grew faint and gick
when the man with the Intern, throwing its licht
on the grim, ghastly face of Lord Vacant Stare,
said, “T fear you've done for him and for yourself,
too, my lad,—he's dead |7 ! ,

“ Oh, no! no | not lezi.'&! not dead 17 cried Sim;
and “6}1, not dead ! echoed Primvose, witnging
her hands and weeping hitterly, while a tall Indy, in
a Spanish hab and ek veil, who had glided in,
vainly tried to corafort ket

By this time some of the ?uea‘ts straying ‘hear
the shrubbery, had caught the alarm; 1% spread
Tike wild-fire. i

ha protto hegin to (i1, and at last Squire
Proudfoot arrived, =

He no gooner understood that a Seymour Hizel-
dean had struck a lord, Lord Vacant Stare, and in

Aluities,

all probability a fatal blow, than he refused to heay
one word in explanation; but ordering that two
constables, who were in the grounds, should in-
-stantly take Seymour in charge, he was, for the
ronce, locked wip in a strong room in the Hall, pre-
paratory to going the next day before a magistrate.

Lord Vacant Stare was carried to the Hall, put fo
bed, and itnmediately attended by the parish
doetor, who, luckily, had just arrived at the fére.

This disastrous event put an end to the rejoicings.

0ld Crowe; fa she took Heér place in the tilted
caxt with Minnie, her siint, and Tabitha, shivered
ahid shool: her liead, dnd sald, “Solo hadnot howled
for nothing.” |

And, indeed, after every other sottud was hushed,
and thé sﬁgeuh and the squite had beht over the
form of Lord Starve, and Sim paced up and dewn the
strong-room, and Primrose wept and priyed, and
every eye was wikeful; and every heart beat thick,
the only sound to be Heard in the air was Solo's
protracted howl.

(2’ be vonitinied.)
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(Conclided from pagé 52.)
WHAT MAKES A MARRIAGE HAFFY, A
TuERE niush be sosiething wrong ih our Social
systent whenl young mien and worhen arve told they
nmust Hob piarey young. Iktrllimur oo is, donbi-
less, a proventive of immowality, and if persohs
must  wait {ill a pericd which they are  apb
to ¢onsider old, they cannot expect to live:long
onotgh fo rear- a family. Thoigh we cannot
suddenly alter oup present social system, it
yot, doubtless, nceds great and serious, reform;
a.nd’, meanwhile; prodence and seif-control are yir-
tues which young men and womeh may always
safely cultivate. To control his passions is man’s
first and lighest duty. Thab he showld wait for
com%:eteillcc to marrywould be allogether saying too
much, In the firsh place; the ideas of persons as to
whuh verlly i8 colpetiende vary so greatly.  Tosome
it tifenis bhe tecessavids of life; toothers, its super-
o waih Hill every nevessity was provided
for, every superfivons faney likbly to be gratified,
wotlld be wrong; and woultl saveur of & distrust of
Provideiice,  But no oney at all eveiits, should enter
wedloelk without being able to provide a decent and
moderately comfortable Homd, or without baving
leavhed to bé geli-denying—without; further, some
progpects of tegular wvork ; and; above all, with-
out: the positive attachment—warm, eamest, sin-
cere, and self-sacrificing——which is contained in
the true meaning of the word: lové—a passion too
apt to be influsheed by fhe worst . feglings of
liuianity, a8 well as its bosk; makang; indeed, often
tlio vory clémient of all spiritual life the cause of
social evil and moral degradation.
THE PROPER TIME TO MARRY..

Ofie-and-twenty years is thtearliest period allowed
by priidence for tlie union of marriage, Five-and-
twenty, the meridian of youth, is alwise age for a
rian to marry,and the wife should be ‘ot least two
or three years his junior. To all rules theve avise,
of course, particular execepbions; dispa!;ligy of age
may not, under peculiar circumstanges, affect hinp-
piness, but; as’'a rile, it always does. A greab
source of digeomfort in marrinze, whieh is continetod
in middle life, arises from the fack of habits being
tlion formed and aliost impossilile to be altered ; ab
Teash without great splf-sacrifice and inconyenience.
Tiwo persens, who have  hithorto. lived. perfectiy
alone; bocorie united, and habits _ext&méi; oppo-
site, combined with self-will, soon destroy ail mutual
comfort. Thisis one of the eommonest causes of
wedded misery; therofore; wheremarriage is desjred
—if it can be ‘entered on without teb great privation
orimpridence —an early age; theons aboyeindicated,
is fir prefurable to waiting until geliish feelings
windle Jargely withsgennine aitachments. Late
tontTiages, inshort, have their inconveniences: aud
eletnants of diseord, as well as too early. ones, and
are, therofore, (uite as Hable to heclassed under the
head of indigerceb unions, Hope must still Le
biright—learts shill warm— to securs happiness in
martiage. To collect comforts togather; by mutual
aid and economy,is even better than to wall till you
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can sit down, surrounded by conveniences which it
is too Iate to enjoy.
THE LOVE OF FINERY,

Young people, also, must measure well their own
strength — whether they are prepared for those
daily trials, far keener in married life than single,
The great moral blessing of marriage is, that it is a
cheek to selfishness, and gives a holy anda sanctifying
influence and incitement to labour. A man may be
veelless about himself, but he dares not be so, if he
has a good wife, and loving, obedient children. A
woman who loves purely and devotedly, will strain
every nerve to make her husband a good home, and
to bring her children up in the way they should go.
Working mothers haye the maternal instinet as
strongly as the higher elasses of their sex; but, un-
fortunately, their education is seldom or never di-
racted to the important d“ti of training the infant

neither experience, nor any desire to gain it. She
boils her stews, and makes them hard and indi-

stible. She cannot, in fact, cook even a potato
it to be eaten, and is utterly incompetent to render
the cheap parts of meat nourishing and tender.
Yet such knowledge goes far to render the working
man’s home réplete with comfort and happiness.
Savoury-meals and palatable food ave regarded by
all, rieh or poor, as one of the elements of domestic
comfort—and not unreasonably ; wanting these, the
workman surely secks solace in the tap-room or the
liquor-vaults. And if a working man's chance of
home comfort is slender (from the ignorance of our
working women) when he marries at a mature age,
what can it be when he, youthful and inconsiderate
himself, weds a child in years, who is also a child in
all that is usefulto herself and her family? Of allhis
wants, the want of a thorough good wife is perhaps

nind af that period of life when a mother'sinfl o
i all-powerful in forming the future disposition.
‘Working men are much too apt to choose their
wives without any reference to their former domestic
lives and habits. Bitterly enongh sometimes they
ropent this Erecipitnncy. A working man's wife
should have been well and diligently brought up by
good pavents. She should know how to perform
overy household duty, and be able to make or mend
the clothes of the family. Her health should likewise
begood. Ill-health and over-delicacy of constitution
sound very interesting in some of the highly-strained
fictions of which our working women are so fond ;
but in real, common, every-day life, strength and
health in an operative’s wife are beyond all sen-
timental notions of refinement and beauty. The
beauly of good, sound health is far beyond the
poetical idea of pale cheeks, slender figures, and
iragile strength. No working man in his senses
should incur the trial of a sick, ailing wife. Many
such women, if is true, attract love and regard, and
i seems hard to asserf such affection may not be
indulged; only let not temptation be voluntarily
sought. Above all, the working man who chooses
a wife, should narrowly observe if she be bitten
with the prevailing mania of the day—a fondness
for fine dress. Fafal is this passion in either sex;
but its extravagances may be carried to greater
oxcess with women than in the opposite sex, The
wornan who indulges in finery beyond her station,
will sacrifice an{thing and everything to obtain
the frivolities she desives. Neatnessand a due
attention to dress are not only commendable, but
imperative on every woman and man also; buf
dressing must not be carried beyond the dus bounds
necessary to self-respect and the regards of others,
A working woman’s pride should be to possess a
zood stock of neatly-made under-clothing, and a
couple of gowns, or at most three, may then well
suffice her. With economy, these three gowns will
last a long time ; but if she longs after every new
fashion she sees in the shop-windows—if she con-
tinually requires new ribbons, new bonnets, and
oay shawls—her personal expensesmust be far above
what her own or her husband’s earnings ought to
afford. Yet the wives of artisans are seldom con-
tented unless they ape their superiors who have
twenty times the income. Smartness and fashion
are now the aim of working women, who, so long
as they have a fine upper dress to wear, care not
what is the state of the elothing beneath. Cleanli-
ness and simplicity should be the height of their
ambition, instead of the cheap finery which in a
week's space becomes soiled and unfit to be worn.

Very few of the working class of women, unless
dressmakers by trade, know how to make their own
attire, Many are perfectly helpless in this respect.
"'he sums they are compelled to pay in putting out
such work would educate the children, and provide
hetter fare for the family. It is no excuse to urge,
as many do, that they pinch themselves and families
in food or firing to provide fine clothes. Working
people require good nourishment ; and to subtract
from a husband’s dinner to buy & new bonnet or a
netw dress, is no apology, but adds to the folly and
selfighness of a passion which ab all risks must be
pratified.

CHEAP THINGS NOT ECONOMICAL.

Marlketing is another art, for art it is, in which a
workman's wife is wofully deficient ; and lacking it,
her weekly money will seldom go far, or yield satis-
factory returns, She buys inferior meat, because
she can get more for her money, forgetting that it
wastes in proportion to its inferiority. BShe buys
the bony portions of an ox or sheep, because it is
appavently cheaper, and never takes into account
the dead {055 of the bone, for the very slender por-
tion of skill she possesses in cooking is insufficient
to teach her how to convert even bones into nutri-
ment. In this latter accomplishment she has

the greatest of the operative; not that women fail
mostly through want of love, or want of will, but
chiefly through ignorance and indolence—two in-
fluences always fatal to the best interests of the
hewers of wood and drawers of water, who make up
our social working-day world.

THE SLAVERY OF DERT.

When people marry, they require often to obtain
furniture and clothes by degrees, and on easy terms.
This necessity of the working classes has led to the
establishment of an extensive, and, to some extent,
of a surreptitions trade. Certain dealers make it
their business to go about to working men’s houses
— generally when the husband is out ; they offer the
young wife facilities to provide herself with the
goods she needs, taking the price in weekly pay-
ments, These men seldom meet vefusal, The dis-
{;my of dress is a temptation too” great ; and in the
selief thatthey can serewthe money outof theirhouse-
keeping, they sncecumb—willing prey—and so become
entangled in hopeless, endless debt. In the first
place, these women commit a breach of confidence
towards their husbands, whom they fear to tell of
the debt incurred.  Sometimes work fails suddenly
—go do then the weekly payments ; the tallyman,
from civil obzequiousness, becomes transforraed info
the bullying ereditor; and ultimately the husband
finds himself a debior for a sum, increased by law
expenses. Nor is if the money which forms so
much his real loss, as the want of trust he has, ever
after, in his wife's truth and eandour.

People may assert—and with some show of reason
—that poor persons could scarcely get goods at all,
save on this plan of weekly payment, which inyolves
purchasing the most inferior articles at the very
highest price ; but if they had enough self-control
to put by the amount they are forced to pay the
tallyman, they might make better purchases, freo
from trouble, danger, or falsehood.

CONCLUSION.

These things, making part and parcel of the work-
ing man’slife—and bearing on his prudence or impru-
dence in marringe—will not, it is hoped, be deemed
out; of place here. Maythe time come, when working
men and women—giving due reflection to the import-
ance of this question of indisereet marriages, as af-
fecting largely the well-doing of fheir class—will
pause to seeif reason waitson inclination! and after
years will then spare them the illustration of that
proverb, which, like most old sayings, has truth for
its foundation—** Marry in haste, and repent at loi-
sure.”

o~ T IOT
The Gernman Language
CLEARLY TAUGHT AND QUICKLY LEARNT.
—_——
To CORRESPONDENTS ON THE SURJECT OF THE GERMAN
Lessoxs.—In the German Lesson No. 24, and in the fifth

paragraph, read “an dem’ for *‘au dem,” and ““vom," for
tidom.”

LESSON XXVIL.
TaE adverb smeinefwegen can only be rendered in
English by several words—viz., by ““as far as regards
me.” Bx.: Sic migen s metnetwegen haben, < You
may have it as far as regards me.”

Nichts weniger ols means ““anything but.” Fx,:
FEr st xm’c.’ets werager als tapfer, ** He is anything bub
brave.”

Hin andwieder ave used for ““ hera' and ““there,”

Olnelidnmeans < besides.” Bx.: Mz ist olhnelin zu
[frith, “* besides, it is too early.”

Tmmer or {mmerhin is sometimes used to express
permission, or that the person speaking hasno objec-
tion. Ex.: Sitzt nur dmner, © Bib if you like.”

Durchans is sometimes used for the verb ““to
insist.” Ex,: Sie soll es durchaus thun, I insist
upon her doing it.”

Sometimes adverbs and prepositions are united :
for instance, in the words kiernit, damit, &e., ““here-
with,” “therewith.”

Adverbs may follow prepositions. Ex.: Von
Ider, ““from here;” won da, “from there;” wvon
oben, ¢ from above 3 von unfén, ““from below ;" seit
gestern, < since yesterday ;7 auy heute, *for fo-day ;"
Fir morgen, < for to-moxrow ;” s kieker,  till now ;*
bis dahin, “till then  seif wanam, *since when.”

There are prepositions that are used as adverbs.
Ex.: Durch wnd durch, “through and through;”
i and fur, “for ever and ever;” ek wid wach,
“ gradually ;" wm und wm, on all sides ;" @ber uad
ither, * over and over.”

The following compounded words arve also used
as adverbs : — Durchauns, ““throughout;” wvoraus,
“heforehand ;* dberaus, excee gly 3 worither,
“over;” mitunter, “now and then;” inzwischen,
““in the meantime.” : ’

Sometimes you may hear the word mifaus used by
(Glermans for ““ without;” but it is illiterate. Ohne
is the proper German word for ““without.”

FAMILIAR DIALOGUE.

@8 it podlf Ubr (Dit-

Tt is twelve (noon).

tag).
That & trae. You are Dad ift wafe.  Sie
right. Gaben Jecht.
How old is the little Wdiealt ift bie Kleine?

girl? ‘
She is just four. e ift erft vier Jalre

She was born in the
month of June,

In what year?

In the year 1856. :

She is very tall of her

age.

alt. )

@ie it im Donat
Suni geboven.

S woelchem Jalve ?

Im Jabre 1856.

Gie ift fie iy Alter
febr grofi.

How old is your sister? Wie alt it Jhre
Sehefter ¢

Gie ift exit gelm.

Sie fpricht Franzdiijch
gut, aber Sie

She is just ten.
She speaks French well,
but you speak much

better. forechen viel Geffer.
Howmany brothershave Wie  viele Britwer
you? Haben Sie?
I have two. Jch babe 3'[113i.
You are ealled. Wan vuft Sie.
Some one knocks. Man flopft.

Selen Sie, ey 08 ift
Oeffnen Sie die Ibite,

Go ‘and see who it is.
Open the door.

FADED BRIGHTNESS.
Tae shadows tangle green with gold,
And soft the west winds sigh;
_I tarry as they kiss my cheek,
And bear their fragrance by ;
While sleepless memory wanders back
To blessed days of yore,
Ere hope and joy, and youthfnl fire
Were fled for evermore,
Oh! gorgeous were the summer skios,
And perfect were the flowers!
And every breath awoke a thriil
In those delightful hours !
The earth was rich and beauntiful,
Fresh from the hand of God ;
And lightly pressed my bappy foet
= The green enamelled sod.
To-cday I'm sad; the world is dark;
A seore of wrinkles plongh
My once fair cheek, and age has sct
Its seal upon my brow ;
I look around for those dear oies
To help me bear my pain;
I call—the chiliness of the tomb
D3ut echoes back agzain}
1 stand upon'a lonely strand,
Stand silent and alone,
While the great solemn seaof Death
Utters its mighty moan!
1 see a boat with snow-white sails,
And pilot stern and pale—
ITis emments flowing grey and sad
Qut on'the languid gale.
Grim sailor, to thy beck and nod
I yield my hapless fate;
For thy right hand upholds the key
That opens heaven's gate!
Safe with the throng for éver young,
1 shiall no more lovk back
Upon the happiness that fled
And left a blighted track!





