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@The Germvan Lunguage
CLEARLY TAUGHT AND QUICKLY LEARNT.

~ LESSON X.
As we have spoken of the gender of German nouns,

we now pass on to the consideration of their number |

and case. Some grammarians divide nounsinto seven
or eight declensions; but, as we consider that these
numerous divisions puzzle the student unneces-
sarily, we shall not adopt them.

The nominative singular and the nominative
plural are given in the dictionary. These onee ascer-

ined, the cases, both in the singular and plural,
&ay easily be known by aftention to the following

€8

 Observe—we take it for granted that you have
found out the nominative singular and the nomina-
tive plural of the nouns you wish to decline,
1st Rule—Feminine nouns in the singular are tlie
same in all their cases.
2nd Rule—Nouns that have the nominative sin-
gular and the nominative plural alike fake ansin
the genitive singular.
1 Rule—In the plural, nouns are the sime in
all the cases, excepling in the dative, which always
ends in #,
4th Rule—The nouns that become plural by the
addition of ¢or er to the singular, take ¢s in the
nitive singular, and e in the dative singular.
Nouns that become plural by the addition of
or ¢ to the nominative singular, keep this addition
through all the other cases.
The accusative singular of the nenter is always
the same as the nominative sindgular. -
In the next lesson we infend giving you the de-
clensions, in illustration of the preceding remarks.
By this time, the vocabulary must have tanght

u how great’ a resemblance exists between tlie
ﬁﬁmm ‘languages. This resemblanee

must have given you courage and confidence. Soon

the 1 will cease, in order to make roorm
for easy, German exereises, with & key (or

; gorrected), to enable you to find oub where
you have ert'ed, and thus become your own teachens.
WORDS NSARLY THE SAME IN ENGLISH AND GERMAN.

T sum. Die Sonne.
The moon. Dey Mond.

A planct, @i Blanet,

A comet. @in Komet.
Night. Die Nadht.
Midnight. Die Mitternacht.
The ocean. Der Dg,enn.
The Alps: Die Wlyer.
The Pyrences, Die Pyrender.
An island, Gine Infel.

Al yoleano. Gin Bulfan,
The lava. Die Lava,

The verb werdeny “ to become,” is, in German,

used as an auxiliary verb, Cominit it to memory,
the verbs labei,),

as you onght alres f.t-D_ have done
¢ to have,” and semn, ° to be”
THE VERB WELDE, ¢ 1o BroouE.”
INDICATIVE,
Present.

l_if} m;rﬁe, I become.
b_l-i m}‘-‘ﬂ; thou becomest.
¢ WD, he becomes.
fie WirD, she becorses,
€8 it it becomes.
WA wird, one hecomes.
10iY Werden, we hecome,
i{'lr merb&t, ye become.
fie werbent; they become.
Sie werben, you become.
- Iperfect, -
ich wurde (or WArd), I became.
- Duwwureft (wardft), thou becarmest
e wurde (1ward), he became,
© fle nutde, she became.
€8 wurde, it beeame.
Man Wi e, one becarne.
Wir WUrden, we besame,
iffr wurdet, yo became.
fie wurben, they beeame,
Sie wurden, you became,

.| years.

Oddities,

. —

g

TOBIAS HODBSON.

| Many persons who have heard of  Hobson's choice ™
‘may not be aware who
the eircumstances which give rise to tho proverb.
{Tobias Hobson may be said to have been a ma of
-aneidea; but it was @ very lterative one:
‘ot Cambridge two hundred years ago, and having
‘obgerved that the under-gr ?

- gity were parti
| and that hgas i ined
‘to those who could afford fo keep horses to ride, it
‘occuried o Hobsew that mowey might be made

Hobson was, or what were

He lived

i of the Univer
of riding on horseback:

ot T
inclination was by no means confiried

by buying' & number of saddle-horses, and allow-
ing gentlemen the use of them for a day or an
hour, as the case might be. In a word, Hobson
was the first man who conceived the idea of let-
ting horses on hire: he was the original job:
master.

An impression has got abroad, justly or unjustly,
that Mr. Hobsdn's successors in his partieular line

-of business are not usually very scrupulons in their

dealings. 'We hope this impression is unfounded ;
and such would certainly be the case if Hobson's
principles, as well as His ideas, hat descended to
modern times. He was thoroughly and unimpeach-
ably honest. He did justice not only between man
and man, but between horse and horse; and he
found his system to prosper so well, that he
amassed a very large fortune. His establishment,
affer a few years, consisted of about forty horses,
with a proportionate supply of riding-boots, saddles,

| bridles, whips, and, in short, all the equipments of

4an equestrian.  But when & gentleman' présented
himself to hire a horse, he was obliged—no matter
how many horses might be in the stables—to take
the animal which happened fo be nearest the door.
By this means the proprietor iisured to each cus-
tomer an equal chance of the best horses, and to
each horse his regular turn of work, This condi-
tion being rigorously enforced, and every tempta-
tion to de]‘];m from it being résisted, gave rise to
the proverb, which is now known all over England;
and whenever a person had only one arfiele to
choose from, it was called * Hobson's choice.”

Tobins Hobson was born in 1544, and died in
1630, during the plague; at the age of eighty-six

He employed his fortune for the benefit of
the town in which he had made it, by constructing
a conduit, with an aqueduct, for' tio supply of
water. The Cambridge under-graduates, rather
given then as nowto doggerel verse, composad certain
epigrams upon Hobson's peculiarities.” It is to be
hoped that they did not omit this last pecnlinrify—
perhaps the most striking of any—that of awise
generosity,

The portrait of Hobson, which we' have engravdd
above, may still be seen; Pajuted in freseo, in an inn
in Bishopsgate-street: = The portrait is, to some
extent, satirical. Hoebson is represented holding in
hishand & purse of £100 sterling, with this inscrip-
tion—** Fruitful mother of 3 hundred others.”

Fucts and Seraps.

Tur Evi DECEIVED, —Orange or lemon juice left
upon a knife, or other piece of iron, will, in & few
days, produce a stain so nearly resembling that
caused by blood, as to deceive the most careful
observer ; and not many years ago, in Parig, & man
was nearly convieted of murder, owing to a knife
being found in his possession, stained with what was
pronounced by several witnesses to be blood, but
was afterwards discovered to be lime juice.

Tae Coxrass FLowEr.—A little plant is found
upon the prairies of Texas, called the ‘“compass
flower,” which, under all changes of weather, rain.
irast,, o sunshine, invariably tarns its leaves and
flowers towards the north, thus affording dn unerring
guide to the traveller who, unaided by the needle,
seaks to explova those vast plains alons.

A PeaceruL Home,—Thehouse is nohome which
holds a grumbling father, a scolding mother, a dis-
sipated son, a lazy daughter, and a bad-tempered
child, I$ maybe built of marble, surrounded by
garden, park, and fountains; carpets of extraya-
gant costlifiess may cover its floors; pietwres of
rarest merit may adorn its walls; its tables may
abound with deinties the most luxurious; its every
ordering may be complete, but yet it will not be a
kome. Do make it sueh there must be & change of
inmates.

PRESENCE OF MIND.—If aman faint away, instead
of yelling out like a savage, or running to him tolift
himup, lay him at full lengtgh on his back on the'floor,
loosen the elothing, push the crowd away, so as to
allow the air to reach him, and let him alone.
Dashing wafer over a person, in @ simple fainting
fit, is o barbarity. The philosophy of a fainting fit.
is that the heart fails to send the proper -s.up%lg of
blood to the brain, 1f theperson is erect, that blood
has to be thrown up hilly but if lyi down, it hag
to be projected horizontally, which reqnires leas
power, as is apparent,

- Samtiic Hobes,

Angmargesis,—Cdses frequently oceur
there is a laek of the courage or the s
necded to sustain o gﬂ.tient under the angu
surgical operation. Where the orpanisation is
peculiarly delicate, such is often the sensitiveness
to pain, that the shock attendant on the application
of the knife may kill. The rude expegjcnt of
stupefying the sufferer by narcotics was superseded
by the happy disdovery that the inhalation of ether
or chloroform produced an insensibility to pain ad-
vantageous both to the surgeor and his patient,
though oceasionally, from sonie constitutionhl pacu-
liavity, death has unfortunately ensved—indicating
the necessity of preat caution in the use of these
kindly agents: Mesmerisni Hastalsoe been sudeess-
fully resorted to for the sama purpioge— o denditian
analogous to catalepsy beingindueed, the reality of
which—whatever be the variety of dpinion as'to its
nature and' mode of action=—cannas be' disputéd,
though yet there are many on whose vigorons framo
and will it'1aey be found dnoperative; In' India Dr.
Tedaile' vepeatedly applied mesmerism' to
feasior parpioses, undeér dircumstances Alstoun-
tenancing amy suspicion that the imacination of the
subjeet had aided in superimducing the mesmeric
slumber—the d})roccsa having been conducted in
obseurity, and unknown to Him. The medieal
journals are now oceupied in' discussing the merits
and real diseoverer of a new method of producing
antwsthesia—lately introduced in Framce by a sur-
geon of Bordeanx—which the Lancet asserts to be
only & revival of a neglected discovery of our coun-
tryman, Mr. Braid. In this process—the patient
having seen placed in a-convenient position, either
sitting or recumbent, as {lie circumstances demand
—the operator holds before hisieyes, so near as to
prevent distinet vision, and sohigh as 6 requira the
eyes fo be forcibly diveeted upwards, any bright
obijéct that may be ab hatid, snch as a spoon or
metallic button. When' the patient looks steadily
at thisobject, strabismus ocetrs ; and after twe ov
three minuies the effort becomes so fatigning as
temporarily to pavalyse the optic nerves. The
pupils alternately contract and dilate: the lids
quiver, fail, and fnally close ineleey.
toms are invariably the same, thou

b
: y the same, though varying i
strengih and duration in diffevent patients—a cata-
leptic condition, followed by anwmsthetic insen-
sibility, not 0 be disturbed by pricks or pinches;
to which, afterfrom three to filteen minutes, succeeds
a period of nervous excitement.. At any phase of





