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at best, he is but a probationer here; ho sends his
children regularly to a Sabbath-school ; and whereas,
in former days, he led his wife to the tea-gardens,
he now leads her to the house of God, that as they
are one on earth, they may become one in heaven.
Go to the home of this man at the close of the da; i
you will see his children with smiling faces, watcg-
ing who shall be in readiness to open the door; one
will place his slippers, another his chair, all waiting
to hail his weleome step and earn the first kiss—
what a prize to a child | no fearin their hearts of cuffs
or blows. Home is that man’s earthly paradise; all
his children love the sound of his welcome step ; even
the infant at the breast looks for the father’s caress-
ing after tea. No anxiety on that wife's brow about
her husband being over his time ; she well knows
nothing but accident or death can keep him from
those beloved ones who are eagerly waiting his well-
known rap at_the door. How such a father's love
twines around the hearts of his children—it grows
with their growth, and strengthens with their
strength. After tea he will spend an hour or more
with his children, then bring out his Bible, read a
clm}:utcr to them, explain to theirlittle minds as well
as he is able, kneel down with his family, thank
God for his mercies during the day, ask for his kind
care and keeping during the silent watches of the
night. He then dismisses the dear children to bed
with a kiss and a blessing.  View this man in avery
other relation of life—as a husband, a neighbour,
or a friend—and you will find him acting as becomes
a man of probity and prineiple, and earning the
respect of allwho know him. T think T have proved
that temperance leads to providence, happiness, and
heaven ; whereas intemperance leads to misery,
want, erime, and endless woe. Surely every wise
man should choose, and, in a good cause, work while
it is called day, as the night cometh wherein no
man can work ; and there is neither knowledge, nor
wisdom, nor deviee in the grave, whither we are all
hastening, '

LOPULAR DELUSIONS.

I.—RHYMING PROPHETS.

THOSE who have ever thought it worth their while
to bestow a glance of inquiry upon the subject,
must have been often struck with the intense rever-
ence and veneration which, in many a country
Jocality, is still paid to sundry doggrel rhymes,
handed down by tradition and village records as
veritable predietions uttered by some small prophet,
who has, in bygone times, honoured the iocality
with his presence.

Without attempting to enter into any discussion
of the question, why the march of enlightenment
has yet failed o banish these floating motes of
misty divination from the vision of the credulous,
1t may prove no uninteresting prelude to examine
the prefensions of a few of those who have acquired
some extended notoriety for their supposed powers
in this art and mystery of withdrawing the veil
from futurity. There are few who have not heard
of one Robert Nixon, “the Cheshire Prophet,” as
he has been called, and whose ruddy face, in the
picture title-page of the old story books, must be
fresh in the recollection of those who have num-
bered him among the marvels of their childhood.
Let us sce, for instance, what materials for our
purpose can be gleaned from the scanty records his
biogmglzhera have furnished.

A volume, originally printed some years ago for
private circulation, dnd entitled Palatine Anthology,
supplies some curious particulars respecting Nixon,
From this it appears that John, or Jonathan, the
father of the presumed prophet, was a husbandman,
who had the lease of a farm of the Abbey of Vale
Royal, to this day known by the name of Bark, or
Bridge-house, in the parish of Over, near Newchurch,
and not far from Vale Royal, in the forest of Dela-
mere. The house isstill keptup and venerated by the
natives of Cheshire, for the avowedreason of perpet-
uating the place of the prophet’s birth, which took
place on Whitsunday, in the year 1467, about the
seventh yearof Edward IV. He was christened by the
name of Robert, and from his infancy was remark-
able foranatural stupidity and invineible ignorance
so that it was with difficulty his parents could
instruct him to drive the team or tend the cattle.
He seldom spoke, and, when he did, he had so rough
and unpleasant a voice, that it was painful to hear
him. %—?‘is words, however, were seldom without
some prophetic application. Having on one oceca-
sion cﬁsplensed a monk of Vale Royal, he mut-
tered in an angry tone—

* When you the Harrow come on hie,
Soon o raven's nest will be"—

a prophecy which is said to have been fulfilled ; for

the name of the last abbot of that place was Harrow,
and when Henry VIII. suppressed the monastery,
the domain was given to Sir Thomas Holeroft and
his heirs, who bore a raven in their crest, A most
elastic allegory, it must be confessed !

At another time, he told the monks that Norton
and Vale Royal Abbeys should meet on Acton Bridge
—athingaf that time looked upon asimprobable ; but
these two abbeys being pulled down, the stones were
used for repairing the bridge, and thus realised the
prediction. He is also reputed to have said that a
small thorn growing in the abbey-yard would become
its door—a prophecy actually fulfilled long after-
wards, at the time of the Reformation, by the thorn
being cut down and cast in the doorway, to prevent
the cattle that grazed from entering. The advent
of the Reformation, however, is declared in still
plainer terms. Nixon says—

“A time shall come when priests and monks

Shall have no churches or houses,

And places where images stood ;

Lined letters shall be good.

English books through churches are spread—

There shall be no holy bread.” =
Sad doggrel, it must be admitted; bub, if not
written after the event, we are bound to acknow-
ledge it tolerably correct in every particular.

Those who live near Delamere Forest point tri-
umphantly to the following triplet, which has been
repeated-among the ¢ oldest inhabitants” from a
time beyond the memory of man—

**Through Weaver Hall shall be a lane,
Ridely Pool shall be sown and mown,
And Darel Park shall be hacked and hewn,"

Now, curiously enough, two wings of Weaver
Hall are_yet standing, but between them is a cart-
road ; Ridely Pool is filled up and made good
meadow-land ; and in Darnel Park the trees arecut
down, and the ground laid out as pasture. Nixon
is also asserted to have foretold the introduction of
broad wheels and railways; and has predicted that
Northwich, now a town of considerable trade in
salt, will be destroyed by waters—an event which is
expected by natives of Cheshire to come to pass as
much as any other part of his prophecy has done.
Indeed, some urge that it is now taking place, and
that the navigable cuts, recently made, are produe-
tive of cousiderable injury to the prosperity of the
town. What rendered Nixon, however, most
famous was, that, at the time when the battle of
Bosworth field was fought between Richard III.
and Henry VIL., he stopped his team on a sudden,
and with his whip pointing from one hand to the
other, he cried, ‘Now, Richard; now, Harry,”
several times; till at last he exclaimed,  Now,
Harry, get over the ditch and you gain the day.”
The plough-holder, amazed, related what had

ssccf when he came home, and it was soon verified
rs dispatched to announce the
proclamation of Henry as king of England on the
tield of battle. The messenger who went the
Cheshire_circuit related on his return the predic-
tion of Nixon concerning the king's success, which,
though it had been confirmed by his arrival, had
made it no news to the natives of those parts.
Henry sent the same messenger back to find Nixon
and bring him before him ; but, while the king was
in the act of giving this commission, Nixon was
running frantically about the town of Over, calling
out that the king had sent for him, and that he
must _go to the court and there be * clemmed,”
meaning, starved to death.

In a few days the messenger passed through the
town, and’ demanded a guide to find Nixon; and
then, to the amazement of the people, who had
before scoffed at his idiotic appearance and odd
sayings, the Cheshire prophet was hurried to court,
where his lamentations that he was going to be
starved became still more pitiful. To prevent this
being the case, Henry, after a fow satisfactory trials
of his supposed powers of prediction, provided the
royal kitchen for his dwelling-place, and appointed
an officer to see that he was neither ill-used nor
affronted, nor at a loss for any necessary of life.
Thus sifuated, one wonld have thought that want
could never have reached him; yet, one day when
the king was going to his hunting-seat, Nixon ran
to him crying, and begging, in the most plaintive
terms, that he might not be%eft ; for thatif he were,
his majesty would never see him again alive. The
king, intent upon his exﬁ)eutad diversion, only re-
plied that it was impossible, and recommended him
more emphatically to the officer’s care. Scarcely,
however, was the king gone, than the servants
mocked and teased Nixon to such a degree that the
officer locked him up in a closé®, and suffered no
one but himself to attend him. I so happened that
a message of importanee from the king was received
by this very official, and, forgetting his inwoluntary

¥ special messen

prisoner in hisanxiety to obey the royal command,
he seb forth, and, though but three days absent,
when he remembered the poor fellow, he found him,
on his return, starved to death, thus literally fulfil-
ling his own prediction !

This is about as much related of the Cheshive
prophet as is worth recording ; and, thoush it would
be absolute heresy in the neighbourhood to utter a
syllable of dishelief as to its veracity, it would be
no difficult matter, we opine, to prove that Robert
Nixon, if not positively a myth, had yet little claim
to the marvellous exploits so liberally associated
with his name.  What with the inventive faculty of
the village minstrel, the dimly-remembered instances
of the prophet’s presumed inspiration, accumulated
after his decease, and liable to corrections and inter-
polations as oceasion rendered them necessary, we
may be fairly allowed to doubt the integrity of his
predictions, as handed down to us; and, even if
these were genuine, to dispute the correctness of
the signification which is sought to be attached to
them. But it is time to turn to a contemporaneous

professor of the craft,

What Robert Nixon is in Cheshire, Mother Ship-
ton is in Yorkshire; and just as firmly are her pre-
dictions advocated and believed in by the people of
her own county.  Our anthority—a little blue-
covered book that we lately purchased at the Drop-
ping-well of Knaresborough, and which, notwith-
standing its unpretending charge of sixpence, has
no mean claims to be considered as an authentic
biography—thus briefly sets forth her birth and
parentage :—

* Ursula Southiel was born in 1488, during the
reign of Henry VII., near the Dropping-well of
Knaresborough, in the county of York, of poor but
honest peasants. She was baptised by the Abbot of
Beverley by the name of Ursula. Her stature was
larger than common, her body erooked, and her face
frightful; but her understanding extraordinary.”

The vulgar relation of her life and actions is
equally extravagunt with that of her birth, but it is
generally supposed that she was a person of ordi-
uary education; endowed with strong natural
religions feelings, and that, being believed to pos-
58S an uncommon penetration info futurity, she be-
came so famous in her time that great numbers of
all ranks and degrees resorted to her habitation to
hear her wonderful vaticinations. As if a part of
her mission was to prove that even the most unat-
tractive of the fair sex nieed never despair of a hus-
band, it appears that at the age of twenty-four she
hecame the wife of one Toby, a builder at Ship-
ton, a little village six miles to the north of the city
of York; and from this change in her maiden :sppef—
lation she derived the familiar cognomen of * Mother
Shipton.” As usual with the fraternity, her last
prediction was concerning the time of her own
death; her demise, corresponding to the pre-
diction, taking place in 1561, when she was up-
wards of seventy-three years of age. After her
death, a stone monument—representing a worman
upon her knees, with her hands clasped before her
in a praying attitude—was erected t6 her memory in
the high north road, about amile from York, A fow
months since, being in the neighbourhood, we made a
pilgrimage to the spot, and, affer considerable diffi-
culty, found the memorial, which seems to have been
almost forgotten by the northern antiquaries. It is
a mere shapeless mass of stone, hardly a foot high,
stzmdin% on a small, triangular pateh of ground,
where the broad leaves of the potato L.lant—with
which the place was thickly coverea — nearly
sereened the ernmbling relic of antiquity from sight.
The original epitaph is said to have been—

‘* Here lies one who never Iy'd,
Whaose skill has oftentimes(been tried ;
Her prophecies shall still survive,
And ever keep her name alive."

On a careful examination and analysis of what ave
called Mother Shipton's prophecies, we find in them
a most wonderful and suspicious similarity to those
emanabing from Nixon. Handed down through the
treacherous medium of verbal tradition—a fow com-
mitted to writing by her cote:ﬁsora-ry believers,
open to the future emendation and transeription of
successive possessors, and thus assuming a more
direct relationship between the prediction and the
fulfilment—we may be fairly allowed in this case
also a small shave of ineredulity as to their presumed
authenticity. ‘We have the old story over again of
a bridge coming to be loftier than the turvet of a
neighbouring tower; and economy in parochial
expenditure leading to the use of the materials of
the ruined fower for repair of the bridge, bringing
the prediction to pass. We are similarly assailed
with mysterious prognostieations of great political
changes couched under a very opaque, allegorical
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veil, and ave furnished with illustrative anecdotes of
Jior private life, which, with slight and unimportant
vaviations, are equally the right of the prophet of
Clieshire. There is, in shorb, a sort of Sinmese-twin
“elationship between the two ; and, from the identily
of the peried in which they respactively Hlourished,
‘hose who recorded her inspirations seem to have un-
wocountably confounded them with those of Nixon.
"he supposition of anapproach to Divine revelation
is, of course, too exquisitely absurd for us to insulb
the reader by oceupying his time in its serious refuta-
tion,

The pseudo-prophecies of Brothers, Joanua Sonth=
cote, and others, would well bear enumeration, if only
to show how easily and how suceessfully tlie imagina-
sion of the credulous may be worked upon ; but so
startling an illustration of the extent to which the
love of the marvellous prevails, even in these matter-
of-fact days, is to be constantly found in the adver-
tising columns of the metropolitan jowrnals, thatwe
need not adduce instances more remote. The enor-
mous gullibility of that large-throated monster, the
public; was never more forcibly shown than in the
suceess that has attended these manifold fraders in
the craft of fortuno-telling. In return for red
showers of postage-stamps and silver ca.ta.rfacts of
shillings poured into their laps daily by myriads of
dupes, every possible species of divination—by locks
of hair, by handwriting, by assumed clairvoyance,
by astrological chicanery—is seb in operation, to
satisfy anxious inquirers, and secure fresh victims.
There is, in addition to all this, no abatement in the
demand for astrological books; and almanacs, pro-
fessing to map out the evenis to occur over Europe.
during each successive year, are published annually,
and find purchasers.

CAPTAIN BRAND;
Or, The Pindde Schooner.
A TALE OE;_T HE SEA.

CHAPTER VL
DANGER.
1 all this time so little nvise had been made that
even the watch below, in the brig's forecastle, were
snoozing away without a dream of danger ; though,
had one of them shown his nose above the fore-peak,
he would either have been knocked down and mur-
dored like themate, or, with a gag in his jaws, been
urled overboard. _When the leader of the pirates
stepped again_on deck, he said to his companions,
who were still clustered around the companion-

way—

“VWell, my boys, we have ’arned a good prize—a
fine cargo of real stufi—silks, wines, and what not,
besides a few of the shiners | Here he jingled tho
bag of gold.and dollars in his paws, and then threw
it, with an easy, indifferent toss, on to the slide of
the companion-way.

< But, what think ye, lads?” he continued, in a
hoarse whisper; “there’s a petticoat aboard | and,
as sure as my name's Bill Gibbs, here goes for a look ;
for there's nothing like lamplight for the lovely
ergeturs!” ’

As he slewed round on his bare feet to approach
the entrance to the deck cabin, a move was made in
the snme d.rection by two or three of the wretches
of his bawd ; but shoving them roughl back with
his heavy fist, and clapping a hand fo his belt, he
said, in a threatening tone— 1

“None o that, myhearties | T takes the firstlook
myself ; and if I think her beauty'll suib the chief,
why—1 shall be able to judge, ye know, whether
she'll go furder on the eruiso, or swim ashore with
the resb of -the lubbers ab daylight to Jamaiky.
Keep your eye on the schooner, Pedro, and don’t
make no more sail., D'ye hear?”

“ Ay, ay, Si Sefior,” quoth that worthy, as he and
‘his fellows fell sulkily back. 1t took but three
sliides for Mr, Bill Gibbs to reach the cabin door,
when, finding ib hard to open, after soveral trials at
the lknoh, he placed his burly shoulder against the +
edge of the panel work, and ‘throwing his powerful
weight upon it, the door yiafded with a snap of the
lock, aud he pitehed forward full length upon the
cabin floor. The noise startled the lady withil s and
speaking, as if half asleep, she called—

¢ Banou ! Banou ! what is the matber?”

¢ 3on Dien, madame!| we are prisoners in the
hands of pirates |”

Before more words were uttered, Mz Bill Gibbs,
who by this time had regained his feet while giving
vent to » volley of blasphemous curses, roared oub

“was hurled hea

as he beheld the black, * Hol nigger passchngers,

hay? A mounseerof colour, as T'm o Christian 1 T
say, cucumber shins, is that 'oré wouian as is talkin'
s black as you bet” -

e was not lofb long in doubl concorning the
colour of the person he alluded to, for at the instant
the state-room door {lew open and the lovely woman,
in her loose night-dress :uih hair streaming in brown,
heavy, silken trogses oyer her fair neck and shoul-
ders, with a pale and terror-stricken face, stood
before bim, Specchless with agony, she gazed ab
the coarse ruffian who had, at the moment, reached
the swinging cob which held the little Loy, and
while he was in the ach of looking at the sleeping

child the mother nttered & fearful cry and the boy
awoke.
« Sapvice, madam! don’t be scared ! come and

take the little chap! I aint gein’ to hurt him—that
is, if it be a him.”

The frightened mother, spell-bound ab first,
needed mo sccond bidding, and forgetful 'of her
dishovelled dress, sprang forward, and, with out-
stretelied arms, bare to the shoulder, was about to
enatch her child. The pirate, however, threw his
great arm around the lovely woman's waist, and with
a hoarse, fiendish chuckle of trinmph, attempted to
draw her away. But quick as lightning, two black,
sinowy paws clutched him with such a steel-like
grip mbout the throat that his sacrilegious . arm
dropped by his side, and bhe was hurled -wiolently
back against the cabin bulkhead. Then standing
before him, thée negro glared like an angry lion
roused from his lair, as he looked around inquiringly
at his mistress. - : =

“ Ho," sputtered the ruffian, as he pulled a pistol
from his belt, ¥ ho! you mean fight, do ye!”

W Banow! mon pauere Dunon!” seréamed the
terrified woman. “ Yield! Oh, sir, spart him!
Don t harm us, and we will give you all we possess.”

The burly scoundrel hesitated a moment, and
balanced the cocked pistol in his hand, as if un-
docided whether to blow the black's brains ont on
the spot where he stood; and then shoving the
weapon back in his sash, and keeping a wary eye on
his assailant, he cauzht up the httle boy- from the
caﬁ tore the gold chain and locket from his neck,
and shook him ronghly at amv's-length, in hopes,
perhaps, of enticing tge tender mother within his
merciless grasp.  DBut again the black interposed
his heavy frame before his mistress.

“ WHhit! at it again, areye! Well, then "—
fumbling with his left hand for his pistol—¢ say
your prayers, ye imp of darkness!™

The black seemed, however, in no mood for pray-
ing ; and putting forth kis slab of arins, like the
paws of an alligator, he tiied to grapple his foo by
the throat 'The cries of the mother now mingled
with those of the child as he put out his little arms
to shield his black protector. The ruffian, foiled in
his purpose, with baffled rage evaded the negro by
stepping to one side; and as he did so, he hurled
the helpless child with great force from him. The
large cabin windows at the stern were open to let
in the brocze; and as the brig sank slowly down
with her counter to the following waves, and gurgled
up as the sea eddied and sm‘gé‘g around the w;d%er,
the faint, plaintive ery of the little boy ardse above
the seotliing waters—a light splash followed—and
the mother had lost her child!

< Oh, monster!” eried the heart-broken woman.
« Ol my boy ! my boy!” as she sank doivn sense-
less on the deck. ’

The awful howl of vengeance which burst from
the deep lungs of Banou cathe simultirigously with
the report of the pirate’s pistol, the bulles from
which stiuck the black hard in the Teft shoulder;
but putting out for the third time his sinewy atins,
and this time with an iron gripe that only left tho
ruffian time to yell with a stilied oath for help, he

g].qng, smashing through the latticed
cabin door, and fell stunned upon the outer deck. In

“an instant half o dozen pistol-balls whistled around

the negro’s head, and the knives of the pirates fiashed
from their sashesas they yushed forward to bury the

‘blades in his body ; bit leapiug to ome side, and

while two 1oore bullets were driven info him, he
soizod an iron-shod pumnp brake from the bulwarks,
and, with a mighty bound, he whirled it once with
the rapidity of thought high above his head, and
brought it down on the Jeg of hi§ prostrate foa.
Such was the force of the blow that it smashed both
bones, and drove the white splinters through the
brute's trousers, where they gleamed out red and
bloady by the light of the binnacle lamp. Tven
then, wounded, and the blood flowing from several
places, and though almost encireled in the grasp of
the scoundrels, Banou made good his retreat to the
ﬁbiﬁ’ and planted his powerful body firmly against
0 Qoor, . :

Tt

With & volley of polyplot cries and yells in all
languages, two or three stapped to raise their fallen
leader, while the others, feaving the wheel and
vessel to herself, rushed in pursuit of the black,
Searcoly, however, hod they made a step, when
their ears were saluted by & stunning crash from &
heavy cannon, and the peculiar humming sound of &
round shot as it Hew just above their heads, bstween
the brig's masts.

There, within balf a cable’s Iength to windward,
loomed up the dark hull of a large ship. The cray
\Were eyidently at quarters, with the battle-lanterns
lit, and gleaming in the li)cﬂ'l:é ; while the rays shob
up the black rigging and fo :ﬁ::_\mp'ei-, and gpread
out overthe sails in fitful gaishcs, as she slowly
forged abreast the brig, with her main top-sail to
the mast, For a minute noto sound was heard,
though bhe declks were full of men—some with their
heads poked out of the open ports beside the guns, or
swarming along over the lee hammock nettiﬁ%s, and
about tho quarter boals ; but the next instan thoro
came, in & voice of thunder throngh the trumpet—

“ What's the matter on board that brig #"

There was no answer for a few seconds, until a
cholking voice, as if with a pump-bolt athwart the
speaker’s mouth, mumbled out— .

“« We're capbured by pi—"

A dull, heavy blow eut short these words; and
though the reply to the hail could hardly have been
heard on board the ship, yet, as if divining the truo
state of the case, loud, clear orders were given—

¢ Away there, third and fourth cutters! away!
spring, men !” Then came the surging noise of the
whistles as tho falls dropped the boats from the
davits: then the men leaping down into the cutters
—ilently and quick—no sound save the clash of a
eutlass or the rattle of an oar-blade as they took
thoir places and shoved off. Again an order through
the trumpet—

¢ (lear away the starboard battery! TLoad with
grape! Sail trimmers! stations for wearing ship!
Hard up the helm ! Fill away the main-yard 1

The Scourge had by this time forged ahead of the
brig, her sails aback or shivering, as she came up
and fell off from the wind, and the boafs dancing
with full crews toward her. No sooner, however,
had the presence of the unwelcome stranger been
made known on board the brix, than the pirates
seomed seized with a panic, and without a second
thought they seudded to leeward, where their boab
een hauled alonpside, and forgetful or indif-
ferent for the fate of their companions below,
hough diagging the while their maimed comrade
to the rail, they lowered him into the boat, jumped

in themselves, and pulled away with all their
strength toward the schoonmer near. They werd

not, however, a moment too soon ; for as the last
of the band disappeared, their places were sup-
plied by a crowd of nimble sailors to windward,
Leaded by an officer with lis sword between
Tis tecth as he swung over the bulwarks, The
first sound which gréeted the new-comers was
from below, and from the throat of the honest
skipper. Down the open companion-way leaped the
officer, with half o dozen stoub, eafrer sailors at lis
Heels, au dashed right into the lower cabin. There
wis the brave old sgf:i pper, with but one arm free,
shiolding himself and strugeling, faint and well-
nigh exhausted, from the knives of the druuken
brace of rascals who liad been left to guard him,
A pistol in the hands of one of this pair was pointed
With an unsteady aim at the officer &5 he entered,
but_the ball struck the empty rumi-bottle on the
$abls and flew wide of its mark; and, before th
smoko of the powder had cleared away, 4 sword and
cutlass had passed through and through both their
carcasses, and they fefl dead upon the cabin floor.

While Captdin Blunt found breath to give a rapid
explanation of the trouble, and while ﬁm brig was
once more got under control and the wounded cared
for; we will take a look at the man-of-war and the
part she bore in the business. :

At the first sound of thé warning gun from the
cruiser the schooner began to show life, and drasy-
ing her head sheets she wore short round on her
heel, with everything rem]lg to run up hier fore -and
aft sails, while o stay-tackle s likewist rove and
henging ovor .the low gunwale to hook on to the
boat and hoist it in the moment it came alongside.
Meanwhile the Scourge had shot ahead of the
brig, and, wearing round her fore-foot, with hevr
star’écard tacks on board, she emerged ont beyond,
like a hound just slipped from tlie leash. As sho
cleared the brig the schooner lay with bare masis
about three cables’ length to windward, and the
rattle of oars told that the boat had just scraped
alongside. At that moment that clear, determined
voice shouted through the trumpet—
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Yk e 2w, ealtsolarias, vor.||. B the femrnhile, T o der
benas, &c., like weeds 2 g 5 our readers may

Cuttings should b -’hﬂgn from side-shoo
; 058 o WRHE; ts that
do not indicate blooru, & trific over two nches long,
Cut the bottonr part dlose up to a joint, that is,
close toa leaf ;. then take oﬂp the leaves close 1o
the stem for about an inch up the cutting, swhich
inch must be put into the 53’ The cutting will
t.h% Ee atgttle more thmilan inch above
ater them gently with a fine rose wa
0ok to disturb the so ; and cover over with the hand.
glass, pressed so that the edge goes close all round,
and shade it, without Mﬁ ming it materially, The
cultings do not want much room, they may be put
in within an inchand a halfiof each other,
e particular in ogcasional watering, that they
may not get dr{;: but, on the other hand, be not

otnd,

too often at it, becatse you ean easily sce whel:]t;ﬁzg

surface is drying, and then it is #ime eno )

water. After the first weel you may take Eﬁ the
o ‘but ng together.

it

under o tumbler, or a/bell-plass; but, in that. ease,
the glass must_be wiped dry inside every morning,
because there is o space for damp to geb away, or
air to enter, which is nob the case with a hand-glass.

When they have fairly rooted, they must be
carefully lifted by thrusting something down into
the soil below the roots, because the mould about
ihe fibres should not be disturbed more than canbe
}l;el ed, as the small, thin portions would he easily

‘Token,

Then, first putting some brolen pots, or crocks,
fill small pots about two-thirds, or th “fourths up,
with & compost rich and light, such as leam from
robted turf, dung decomposed into mould, and peat
carth in equal portions, well mixed, hold the cutting
in its proper position, and fill up, pressing down
the soil all round just within the edge of the pot,
snd then tap the bottom of the pot on the table or
beneh, 16 sottle it vound the roofs,

Water gently, but till {6 runs outiat the bottom,
and set them i the shade for two or three days,
and they may afferwards Be vemoved wherever you
are pleased to grow them. Many friends are ready
to give away a few cuttings; and’with ordinary care
theyt;vﬂ}, in a month or five weels, be so many
plante, .

T# you have saved any plants ixi the house throy
tho wintér ‘and spring, they will now be rapi ¥
growing and blooming; water them only when the
surface is dry, and make the water run $hrough the
pot; slir the soil in pots, but not deep enough to
hurg the fibres, Examine plants in pots by turnin
out the ball of earth, and if the roots are mattec
next the pot, change the pot to one a size lnrger.

If fuschias or geraninmsare g]']roﬂln% outiof shape,
shorten the protruding branches, It is only by
cliecking the growth where it is not wanted, that
wa czm'kee% g_%ts in a good form.

Plant ou the seed-bed asters, stocks, and
any other annuals intended for the border; gone-
rally plant three ina pateh, six inches from each
other; triangnlar form,

POPULAR DELUSIONS .

IL—MACIC AND MAGICIANS, -

Tun delusions of magie, witcheraft, fortune-telling,
&ec., have exerted a strong influence over the human
mind, Mosh of these follies have been exploded by

the advancement of popular edueation ; but several
instances have recently occurred which show that
-some simple-minded people still cherish a belief in
these old superstitions. The _extragrdinary state-

ments of the mhfigm Spiritualists also appear to us

bnb another pl .Of the occult science of the

Bui the theory of the Spiritual-

ists inds advocates among the educated and vefined

e e

ring-pot, |

Single cuttings; o¥ #woror three, may be: struck |

have the opportunity of judeing for themselyes, as
to the statements put for?v?ur? by the. spiritualists,
W have determined upon publishing a selection of
the most extraordinary natratives contained in a
Work just published on this subject, entitled  Foot-
falls on the Boundary of Another Worl ;7 The
selection will be comprised in two Extra Numbers:
of Tug TLLUSTRATED FAMILY PAPRR, which the.
|public will have the option of purchasing with the.
m'dinm['ly numbers. The first of the Extmghﬁn B
entitle “"-Nanatives t&’ Apparitions and Spi ’m
Agengies,” being selections from < Footfalls ou | 1
Boundary of Another World,” by Robert Dale Owen,
is now ready, illustrated, price one penny.  The ene
tire work isin the press; and will sho y bo issued
/i one volume, further partienlars of which will be
duly afinouncad. 3
dn'all agesiof the world, and in every part of the

| earth, there have prevailed certain principles or

doctrines of Magic; and a olass of men who have
professed by magical achs to read the future, to
raise the dead, and to exeﬂ;iﬁ,_ orevil nflnences
by charms, amulets, ents, &c., on their
contemporaries. Now-a-days, & man who calls him-
self asvizard or magician is generally a very harm-
less and amusing person. He entertains large
audiences, who are delighted with his ous
apparatus, or surprised at thetotalabsence o allappa-
rabus; anjli:_.-befqn; whom he per blthe most
astonishing feats of legerdemain ; probably making
& pudding in o hat, or regaling his visitors from an
inexhaustible bottle, OFf course we have professors
of ocoult science, more secret’ and pretentions i
their work. There are men who cast nativitios and
draw horoscopes and the rest of it for the wealthy ;
and fortune-teﬂ@ﬁ ho from.a pack of cards pro-
dict the future of the “ fair woman * and the* darle
‘man” o the poor; and there are large numbers of
Bpi st 'Igble'-ra‘j:pist_a, &o., whosef about their
worlt in quite ascientific manmer. Biit the magician,
orwizard, or fortune-teller, does not now hold the
same place in society that he did of yore,

We should, however, be doing injustice to many of
the old magicians if we regarded them in the same
light as modern rogues, Many of these ancient sages
were vigilant inquirers after fruth ; and science is
deoply indebted to them for their scholarly investi-
gations.. They were often led astray, and mistook
the ordinary phenomena of nature for mysterious
spiritual influences; bub their dreams—visionaries
as they were—were grand in their conception, and
powerful in their eifects.

First of all, we may look. at some of the greab
magicians of ancient times, beginning with Zoroas-
ter, who is said to be the inventor of magic and the
first of the magi, Zoroaster, according to some
anthorities, flourished in the time of Darius the
Persian ; but all anthors are full of variations in
their accounts of this famous persen, some making
him contemporary with Abraham, and others placing
the date of his birth anterior to the creation of the
world, according to our received chronology. The
old writers tell us he langhed the first day he was
born; that the palpitation of his brain was so strong
asto repulso a hanﬁ laid onhis head; that he lived in
the desert for twenty years, subsisting exclusively on
a cheese diet; that he was remarkable for his wisdom
and love of justice, and being disgusted with the
world he made his abode on a mountain ; that when he
cama down from thence a celestial fire foll upon it;
that he associzted only with those who were ** born
for truth,” called afferwards the Persian Magi, taught
the people to worship God, to offer sacrifices, to do
justice and judgment, and that he was consumed
-at last by celestial five.

Zorozster has heen declared to be identical with
Ham, with Japheth, with Nimvod, with Moses, with
Balaam, with the prophet Ezekiel: all of which
suppositions are unguestionably erroneous, That
Zoroaster was the founder of the Magi, afterwards zo
‘celebrated in Persia, there seems no doubt, and also:
that he taught the Amo lo to regard five as a divino
symbol, if not indeed a divine embodiment, Nearly
all the books aseribed to Zoropster ave said tobo_zgu-
cryphal, but most of his magieal ovicles are tracsable

to a knowledge of chemistry and mathematics.

“the presence of her royal visitor.
-magic and m. arts ¢

adistinguished place as a magician,

[Joxe 9; 1860,

Next teo Zoroaster we ma; i
: Jmay place Hermes Trisme-
ﬂstur%, & learned Beyptian, by some identified witg;
Loses, by others wi haraoh, but probably a magi-
i gan of the cour. Magic was practised both in
%Jt_, WW,\ and Persia ; royu_%.‘:qowsuycm aud
diviners being, as we all know, refained at these
courts, Pharaol’s magicians, challenged to an exhi-
bition'of their skill, turned their rods to serpents;
in the ¢ ; of Belsh; r the diviners were sent for
to’ dec:phgr‘ftkg-wnting on the wall, but failed o
render it in ible. Among the Jews magiciars
and neeror I8 were to be found, and agai
them severe ]p alties were denounced ; but it was
10 one of the lattardescription that king Saul betool
himself for counsal when God's oracles were silent,
and the witch of Endor raised up dead Samuel i
anity the belief in
¥ prevailed. Texr-
bond exorcists, t
““eurious avts”

In the early ages of

rifiod by the-iatakef those vas
-%um_s tﬁl fw:éa; thghﬁsh__.who use in

orin wought theiw 8 together and burn:d
‘them, counting the p

el hook

ice at fitty thousand pieces of
gilver. A apirit divination ‘was' cast out of a
damsel, “who ‘brought her much gain Ly
sootheaying,” by 8t. Paul at Philippi; and Blymas
the sorcerer was struck blind. Whese, and other
references inthe New Testament, plainly show that
someﬁrg&l or magic, were in those days professed and
rac ;

P J

Among thoseaceused of magie, we may mention

etrus Aponensis; one of the'most famous philoso-
phers and cians of ]nsh He was born
A.D. 1250, in o village four miles from Padna, e
was a very learned man ; but accused by the Tnqui-
sition of disbolical arts, and burnt on this charge in
effigy after death;

Apuleius was'also aconsed of being a magician, as
well as We hair, good testh, and a lookin.-
glass! Avistotle, the prince of philosophers, was

reported to e guilty of arts; indeed,

; ﬂmmééery-leamegﬁm of antiquity was suseeptible

of the same chivpe ; | % which was above the
comprehensionef the valgar was invariably set down
bothe Prince of Darkness, .orﬁo-‘-s«?n'e unholy seience,
and thus those who sere simply wise men were
transferred into wizands,

I mare modern tintes Cornelius Agrippa occupic:

He describes
himself as sach in the preface to one of his hooks,
He was born at Cologne, in 1486, ¥rom his youth
he applied himself to learning, and by his great
nabural talents obtained a vast knowledge in almost
all arts and sciences. As a soldier and scholar,
Agrippa played a bold part in the affairs of his age;
but we have only to regard him as a magician, and
to ascertain what he did and of whathe was acensed.
It was said he paid his score at theinns which he
patronised with pieces of horn, casting an illusion
over the senses, whereby those who received them
tiook them for real money ; it was said his pupil, in
his absence, raised the ovil spivit, and not Em:ﬂng
how to dismiss him, lost Lis life; 1t was said that he
animated the body of his apprentice by an evil
sﬁirit, and mads it walk into, the market-place and
there drop dead ; his black dog was sald fo be his -
familiar; and on such frivolous charges as these
the Duke of Vendbme refused his pass, saying he
would not sign a conjurer’s passport.

Another famous name in the annals of magic is
that of Albertus Magnus, born in Suabia, in 1193
or 1205. It was said that he sought the “philo-
sopher’s stone ;” that he formed a machine in the
shape of an oracle, which answered ov;g diffienlt
question! He was naturally of a very dall wit, and
was about to quit the cloister, where he had heen
educated, when avision is said to have appeared to
him, and he was asked, ““ would he prefor to excel
in Lﬂosophy or divinity ?” Hechose the forner;
ang was told “that in it he should surpagsall men,
but that, as a punishment for not chodsing divinity,
he should, three years before his deatl, forgat ali
hieknew.” < And so,” says the story, “it cant to

ass ; whetice aroso tite saying, “that hewastaiaen-
ously converted from an ass to a philosoplier,
and afterwards from a philosopher toan ass.””

In the annals of magic, such panies as Paracelsus
and Roger Bacon occur, about whom, espasilly the « :
latter, 1t is only mecess 1o observe that they
were intellectnally ahead of their age, and thaz
the jgnorant mistook for conjuring what wrore
nothing more fhan experiments in natural phiio-
~sophy. Raymond Lully, Dr. Des, and Sir Bdward
Kelly, were all of them solely devoted to alehioimny
‘and magie. Did not Queen Elizabeth send fo Telty
a piect of o brass warmingr-pon to be transmuteld
into gold, and was not & Inmp of gold returned
to her? ‘As for Dee, the crystal which he used
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to invake spirits-is still to bp seen inthe British | divan, according to theinsocial relations, by night 3 1 a4 T
Museumn, B T : and l;yda . “Theidais is generally raised ‘about fwo ;51‘“&1'1 @]}?W' 4
In placing these particulars before” our veaders, | feet from’ the ‘ground floor, and about sixtozeven —

+ws have inaluded fhe manies of {hose who have | feet deep, to the wall, Ttis their bed by night, and! ; i . iy £ £ ol
engaged %1; al!I aggba of _;&el,-a;tme;hs o}i‘ t.bﬁﬂ?rft. of | theirsea wdﬁz:éa'b}':_ln . I)iﬁerentgn gof matsor as?ffgég;’;fr doten.on.nizgazltig, & gefusml acts
magic. oy lived in permody when the bolief in | carpetsare spread upon isdivan, withasmallround |  Ix ‘eazes ship e bu for
m%lg'ic universally prgvgggb.ﬂ; Whm‘;i t‘é:e ng}:ﬂ(ﬂﬁmo- pillow for ?ch }Lerson. n&?’ pillows, with the Pﬁfms;fne anthorship i but “"’_“.’the." name jor
. sphera Wasg suppose 0 crowded wil rons, | matting, an " such covering as they have, consistin HorE wri S +
and when the Prince of Fvil was sugposad %o make | of Hght doverlets of cotfon fabrie,ywa saw carafuli-g that o? E;#ﬁe %{m‘ %:i: }Ef'.fihb&ﬁ%,ﬂﬁgg
& personal appearance, if summoned the proper | packed in akind of clothes-press, against the “'B'lg but backward with sighs, Such is the wise. ovi-
way; when it was thought possible to compound a | 1n one corner of the room, where ‘they are ayranged | dence of God. The cup of life is sweet'est'ﬁt'bc
dranght which should confer {mmortality ; to dis- | by the careful housewife in the-morning, after the | brim, the flaveus is impaired as we drink deeper.
cover the seeretof turning baser mebals;into gold; | mght's repose. The room is warmed by the hot air | and the dregs are ;ﬁf bitter that we me; .1:10;
and to read man’s destiny in the stars. VWho has | from the furnace, conveyed in wooden pipes along | shruggle when it is taken from our lips. .
ot heard of Martin Luther throwing an inkstand ab the perpendicular wall of tlie divan, going oub at | Jo'isageneral enavlc thatall olfsses. of persons
Apollyon's head? Who has not vead His stories of | the side of the house, and ending in a high wooden | are everready to give'their e Wi ﬁ‘};ul:‘- the
demons that perched on his bedstead and chattered | chimnoy, sticling up in the yard adjacent %o the | Ju era must be excepted ey:'aalﬂﬁhe‘i;-‘g- *
like apes? In the “Bcc\;pitiet Martyvology,” the house, whichicarries off the sroke.—dA Veyage Down A away my first letter, take awa iR
«Bloody Theatro,” asitiscalled woreadof cavesand | the A aoon letter, fake away all my letters, and am'ys't'ill th
i_lens wh-iro evil g iritssc lu&k%d,'aﬁl' firmly begfved in. : i e S
n the days of the Scotiish ‘persecution the same X : : s« Fwn complexion Mys. FI. has-pob,” said Brown
notion prevailed ; many of tie Covenanters be- .Egunwm Rt gﬂtﬁ‘)}nh}. tohisfriend Bristles, theartist, k\t'?owit,"r@]ied
lieved in) magic and Satanic agenoy.  Clayerhouse ) p Bristles ; “she and I 'buy our colours ab thie same
;mg 200t againsk leac, andém ﬁwt’?s fl)ma;‘;:al. ﬁm " Map MysTERT.—Two darkies had bought a mes ‘slipg? : 1,
1indl become a sorcérer, An y died on s P L A ot 1 3 7 St ozt ¥ w T
Mudr, Commissions sgainst wizards and wit‘éﬁc;s of pork-in partnorship;; but Sam, having 1o Pce m&n‘.h%h]?vné g;;dfézliiw,ﬁt% -‘ftixl}a Ehog']tiﬁzﬁf Gl -
Swors issued by Popes Alexander VI, Leo X, and | %0 pubihis portiomin, consented to intrust-the whole | 56 7~ <3y doar,” “sa3d @ by-stander, ‘consider
O VL o Taquisition busied itself in tortur- | £0.JULASS keoping. The mext morning heyamel, | yoy 1 Why should you -preféryn steangor to arold
?‘]ng ﬁnd E‘ning- supposed maginés.hr.;s. lzj:‘}Z;?:iahcrp ﬁal?e“dg?‘;;::?b: ) 3;:&&3?5%&5%“}5 ;ra'gg:i]&%g wnintance?” i
swell, in his sermons before Queen Il abeth, used "o : i S "y _labourer neves ine ?
$o conclude with a forvent prayer that she might be lately § ’—¢ Yaas, Sam, most strange thing happen Beeausagfée : eatsdﬁ%liﬁwb%%:)n?ﬁ-ﬁ? i e
deliversd from all witcheraft. James I. wrote & ab my houss, ,?es“t‘@ar].astn:ght. L mystery, all | = rarous %abits are sd-ga-é&h}; stain in: human
treatico on the subject. Siv Matthew Hale gave | B3 exy to mo,”~¢ A, Julius, what was dab?”— | g and so odions in themselves, that ever
judgment in witchergfh cases; and eyen Sir Thomas ‘Well, Sam, I tole you riow. Dis morain Lowent | orcon actuated by right Teason would avoid ‘il:'en.'nl.r
Brown, author of abook on Popular Delusions,” down into de cellar for to get a piece ob hogforthisi [ £ a b o oo aure fga d 5

; same.—The postman.

; ahot e el arkey’s breakfast, and ¥ 35 t they would be always eon-
strenuonsly maintained & belief in witcheratt, darky’s breakfast, and T put m hand down into de | ¢on16q both from God and man, and had no future
iy it e i ine.aw ; o L L 1ro & ad no fu
brine an! felt all round, bub no, pork dere—all gone, et entasled s :'

’ couldn’t tell what bewent with it so 1 tumed u s : i
Jacks wnd Sepga. o | debul e, Sam, St e hbechanl| o ok e BRI delightful emotion
e T | e o 6 ottom raf e harly-am | ‘oot feel wihen @ friend who ‘has
How 10 GROW LARGE Fruin.—Mr, Dubreil, the dragzed de pork all out | "—Sam wawe'oriﬁed with | S i ostaem, by sortie noble aet rocoversit
cminent French pomologist, states that he has pro- astonishment, but presently said : “Why didn't de "’lirrllim % i Tar, ¢ 5
duced much larger fruits than usual by moistening brine run onb ob de same hole 1 ”—* Ah, Sam, daf's | oourvthi oy PN ) s Taylor, “can obfain
the sitsace of the green fruit with a solution of de mystery—dat's de mystery ! ” an?lr}gl S gm'uf &mmint upon God,
silphate of iron, 24 grains to a quart of water, This| ORFILA, the-celebrated French chemist, being ex- Stk tmﬁﬂ g e 2 i e e blessing ; can
s done when the fruit. first set, when it was half, amined.as “expert” on'n capital trial, was asked by ggck*-tiﬁ £ e esﬁ_f : n;:;n and Soen the.l_ron_ e
and when it was three-quarters grown, taking care the Presideént whether he could tell what quantity | 130 ;u 2 Igg melb 1 aa"ﬂugﬁ:ng n‘?‘“&scan'&mst
Hever to do it when the sun was shining. 1% has of arsenic was.requsite to kill afly, The doctor ¢ sun in'its conrse, and send the yrnds upon our

Jong been well known that this solution greatly | zoplied, ¢ Certainly, M. le President; but I must ervands,

simmlated absorpbion. know beforchand the: age of the fly, its sex, its ;

Mriimary CONFIDENCE. — Mr. Russell, in his temperament, its condition and habils of body, @ h 255

TDiary in India, relates a conversation he had with whether married orsingle, widow or maiden, widower i i

&ir Colin Campbell on the importance of handling | OF bachelor. When saisfied on thess points; 1 ) Sroitagaba ol Wi
soldiers judiciously, when they are taken under fire | can amswer your question.” Problem No. 197, By W. GREENW0OD, Eag:
for the first time. That gallant and experienced Sons years since a letter directed to Zrumfridayi RLACK.

officor said ; Tt may take yeass to make infantry | WaS received ab the London Postoffice. Unable fo
which has once received o savere check, feel confi- | find such aperson, it was voferred tothe saaans, who
dence in itself again; indeed, it will naver be done, | found out at last that it was intended for Sir Hun-
perhaps, except by the most pareful handling. 1t | phry Davy, the great chemmist,
is still in_mger before cavalry, ohce beaten, recover. & sELTOW was on frinl before a police magistrate: |
the dash and enterprise which constitute so much of for shealing chickens; The proof wos eircumstan-
their merit.” tial, the main thing sceming to be that footmarks

A Mangoo VinaGE.—We passed three villages wore found in the snow near the roost exachly cor-
in quick suocession, and, in about two hours, landed | 165 handing with prisoner’s boots—patches, nails, Vrrr S
af tho fourth ong upon tho right shore, -Very soon | an all, The prisoner’s counsel thought he had a 7 % 7
quite a concourse of people were gathered upon the | green one in the prosecutor'’s witn who: was % 7

Jounsel put | §|Z22,,
5

bhonel to witness, perhiaps, the first landing of whito apparently all that fanc painted hin. /

men upon their shores, “They brought beans, red | this question: “NOW:ﬁ 9}:’/ 4/%
ied beans, round | had on thoso boots last night?” How do you know 7 7

ealze of white bread, leaf tobaccomade up into small I didr’t haye 'em on?”—The witness demurely / % 2

3.

R

ow do you know my client
pepper, Indign corn or maize; dried

paresls of two or three ounces weight; and abind of | answered, “’Cause you didn’t know they's any
Iillet, pounded or broken. Several of the young girls chickens there|” The prisoner was convicted.

and women wers well formed, generally round-faced Tai danger of meddiing with -tiools is well-
and floshy, and of avery red complexion. There was {llustrated in the little story thak follows —Mr, A,
one wirl of somaten or twelve years old, much fairer | i8 2 lawyer of considerablo_talent. The anxious
than any of tho others, who was quite pretty. She | inguirer after information, Mr. B., is an extensive
‘a5 blind of one eye ; several of the old peopleand dealer in cattle, <M. A.,” said By, * the profession

- ) e
+ olildren were afflicted with sore éyes, and of o lawyer must be a very rascally business, is it 23 |

% Ty
_ =
% the women I noticed several ¢ases of goitre. nob?” Mr. A. straightened himself and looked

AN . WHITE.

e poopla were generally well clad, much in the grave. “Mr.B.,,” said he, ““T alwa, noticed, in my it " .

Ui&i}‘g;c gt}*}é.. Ingi.heir hgusas, many of which we | 1o, thatwhen a man was rascally isposed he would Wikl togiioyes’and eheckmntoln 878 GRS
visited freoly, we were welcomed with pipes, which be & rasealwhether his profession be that of alawyer | A, K.—We are. much gratiﬁad.at yous Eriendly commutiiga-

_were filled and B&hteﬂ_ by the femalss, who ool | or adrover.” Mx. B, dropped the sabject, seemingly | tion, and desive to ank you for the promised bateh of
first a fow pulid themselves, and then handed them | convinced thabif Mr. A. was nob right, at least he, |  problems. i e -
'5-£ho i : 7 T My, B., was no mateh for him ; . GrayT.—Kt takes P scemsa promising move ; but If Blnck

%o tho guests; mob, however, without wiping the r. B., was o ma w him, 3 SN il Qucen, your proposed Fejoinder of Q takes

- mantli-piccewith the hand, or upen the dress, first, | Covoner, TOMPRINS, who lives in the couniry P (ch) can be met w:},l“.?x m"ﬁ; R >
Mk or earpetawém spread upon the dais, or divan, |15 a0 abeent-minded man, but always good-natureni . A B—Tho work on ** End Games,™ to which you gllude,

snarally extended around threo sides of the and unassuming. He bought.a new open carriage, is outof print. A republication is very probable,

toom. Here we were invited to sit, squat, or and the first Himelerode ont in it he t hought every | 8. —Dlank chess disgrams will L forwarded t‘c:d'g;e gratis,

renoes. as we might fancy. The houses are gener- | OB would take notice of it, as a matter of course. if you will send your address on g stamped envelope.
O o tato apartmacis, one of whigh; #ho fxss | Prcsontly he mob Hiwre Post, who stopped with & .. F.The Queams Kook 8 £t g cam s
yoi enter, is the Eitchen, where you will frequently Good morning, calonel ! bought it only a day castle with more advantage on his own thin on the Quee:'s

- %50 suoking pige, or young calves, comfortably | Of fwo ago 1 * How isyour family t” ¢ Onelun: | side. 3 e iy
housed, to say nothing of dogs; chickens, or children. dred and fifty pounds!” The squire pereeived that 2arvio.—B to Q B 4, for the second moye of Black, in your
Thenoxtapartment is thesleeping, sating, smoking, | the colonels wiind was in his carriage, and tried him. ggblnem Na. 1, will delay the m e scveral moves, K-
amil roceriion room. Hove dine, eat, sicep, smoke, | OnCE TOLS. « Anybhing new, colonel 1 < Yes, the || 2] ﬁ,}?ﬁ:ﬂ Heat, and shall be subniitted t0 the Jivailes.

Py v S * 1 " ; s nalysis wh e could ocenpy more
~Jalk, and duink, the entive houteliold oGy, 1‘&5;:{?055. et oo a now twrniout #lfozether!™ _gggmhmf}ﬂ”&ﬂ%%ﬁh %ﬁ}fﬁfﬁg?ﬁrﬁﬁlgnoﬁﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁz
cuests in separate groups, around ‘and wpon” the | 50 they parued. g < g6 the “Handbook of Cliess," price 13,



36

CASSELL’S ILLUSTRATED FAMILY PAPER.

[Juxe 16, 1860.

“Can I not see Lena?” asked Hector, who had
great faith in his showy person.

“No,” said Mr. Linley, ““no; and if you knew
‘how much she now despises you, you would not
covet an interview.”

Hector rushed out of the house; at first, he
thought of shooting or drowning himself, but he
changed his mind, and went to the Queen's Bench,
to see Vacant Stare and Lackwitt Ogle; and as he
was too weak to keep his own counsel, they soon
kaew all that had happened, and quizzed him un-
mercifully.

CHAPTER XLIIT,

Of comfort no man speak.

Let's talk of graves, of worms, of epitaphs;

Make dust our paper; and, with rainy eyes,

Write Sorrow on the bosom of the earth.

BUAKESPEARE.

HEcTor was very miserable. Vacant Stare and
Lackwitt Ogle stood on no ceremony with him
now, for they had nothing to hope frgm him, and
were so very cold, sarcastic, and sgeefing, that he
wag very glad to got out of their way.

Hector belonged to a very “fast” fashionable
West End elub.

At anyrate, I'm one of the most popular fellows
atthe ¢ Wide-awake,'" said Hectorto%imself. “1m
ask Bellairs and Pounce to dinner, and wash down
this bitter pill in sparkling Sillery.”

So soliloquising, Hector entered his splendid
palatial club: a letter, marked ‘‘Immediate,”
awaited him.

It was from Mr. Linley.

““The old boy repents, and recalls me,"” thought
Hector; ““ but 1'm not to be got ‘on and off’ in that
oS

He opened the letter in the hall, for he was, in
spite of his boast, very eager to be recalled. He
grew livid as he read—

‘* HEeron,—Badly as you have bebaved, I cannob
think you quite heartless. I have just heard thatb
your vietim, poor Fanny Franks, is dying. I have
this sad news from my daughter’s maid, who knows
her intimately. Her present address is 50, Little
Ebury-street. You had better go at once to seeif
vou can help and comfort her.—GEORGE LINLEY.”

This letter quite took away the appetite Hector
had boasted of.

He rushed out, sprang into a Hansom cab, and
drove to Fanny’s lodgings. Anhourbefore, she had
given birth to a still-born child, and had expired a
fely minutes after the event.

Jessie was with her at the time, and told Hector
that his victim's last words had been, ““Tell my dear
Hector I loved him to the last, and thab I forgive
him!” “ Which,” said Jessie, with a burst of
honest indignation, thongh her tears fell fast, *“if
vou haven't the heart of a rhinoceros, you can't
ever forgive yourself.”

This Hector owned and felt to be true. He
softened Jessie and the mistress of the lodgingsa
liftle by his readiness fo pay all poor Fanny’s ex-
penses—and then he resolved to set off for Paris at
once,

CHAPTER XTIV.

She knew that she was dying,
And she dreaded not her doom;
She never thought of sighing
O'er her beauty's blighted bloom,
HAYNES BAYLEY.

AnovuT a month after the events recorded inourlash
chapter, Harry Hazeldean and his father arrived in
London. All possible publicity was readily piven by
the public press, ever foremost in acts of atoning
justice, to the fact of the entire innocence of Farmer
Hazeldean. Farmer FHazeldean was the lion of
the day. The dénouement of the Quentin Snaffle,
¥, P., plot was of a nature fo interest the public
intensely ; for so many years the question, “* Dead
or not dead” with regard to him, had been fiercely
discussed. The papers were full of his last moments
and ample eonfession ; and his wretched accomplice,
who died before he could be brought to trial, con-
firmed all Quentin Snaflie had said, and added many
curious details connected with the substituted body
on Highblow Heath, and their hair-breadth escapes
and disasters, both before and after they became
Bushmen. Seymour Hazeldean, who had been him-
salf & dupe, and no party to their nefarious proceed-
ings, had died in America of a broken heart, Of all
the thousands who took a lively interest in Farmer
Hazeldean's entire vindication, none were more
warmly enlisted in his cause than Mr. and Miss
Linley. As for poor Lena, she was, at the time of
Harry's return, confined to her room, seriously ill,

For some reason which they could not fathom,

she had chosen to remove into that room in which
Harry had been confined during his long and danger-
ous illness ; and, at the time o%his return, there lay
the slight, Psyche-like form of the young girl, her
large eyes fixed on the same picture of our Saviour
bearing his cross, on which Harry's had so often
rested during his illness. The same doctors at-
tended her, the same nurse sat in the same arm-
chair, by the same fire-place, mixing the same
quantity of wine in her tea; and, as Lena grew
rapidly worse, the same patient watch kept Miss
Linley by her side, and the same restless anxiety
prevailed in Mr. Linley, and throughout the hushed
and darkened house !

Harry, on his arrival, leaving his father at the
““ Saracen's Head,” hastened to St. James's-square,
to report himself to Mr, Linley. .

““Welcome, my dear boy! welcome!” cried
Mr. Linley. “I'm glad you'recome! I'm sorelyin
need of comfort! IMy Lena! my poor child! I
fear, Harry, that coxcomb has broken her heart !
I fear my girl is dying !

As he spoke, Harry started to his feet, ghastly
white, trembling in every limb; a violent effort
alone preventing his sinking on the floor. M.
Linley poured out and held to his lips a glass of
wine; and trying not to appear cognisant of the
cause of the anguish, which, of course, awakened
suspicions of the fruth, he gave Harry a hasty
sketch of Hector's conduct, and wound up all by
saying, “that Lena had been ailing ever since she
had known of Hector's intimacy with poor Fanny ;
and since her final rejection of him, had drooped
daily.” Here Mr. Linley burst into tearvs, and,
hurrying out of the room, left Harry alone in his
unspeakable and unbearable distress.

(To be continued.)

POPULAR DELUSIONS,

1L —WITCHCRAFT,

Axroxe the popular delusions of the past, that of a
belief in witcheraft is strikingly prominent. This
species of credulity still lingers amongst the ig-
norant, and, it is to be feaved, in the minds of some
whom education ought to have elevated above such
an idle absurdity ; butwitcheraft haslost all its most
atrocious features, and to the past we must turn to
learn what these features were.

Witches and wizards were supposed to be in
league with the Prince of Darkness, and to have
made a bargain, signed with that “ quick, peculiar
juice,” the blood, by which, for certain powers
granted to them in their mortal state, they resigned
to him their immortal souls. That Satan is bent
on effecting all possible mischief to the human race,
is distinetly taught in Seripture; that Satan, for the
purpose of carrying out his irreconcileable hatred to
mankind, employeﬁ some of their number to effect
his ends, was the doctrine of those learned in witch-
craft. It was supposed that there were certain
things which Satan could not do without the assist-
ance of a human instrument; that he and the
witches worked into one another's hands—he to
satisfy his malicious enmity, they for some present
but temporal advantage.

Witches or wizards—the former much more com-
mon than the latter—enjoyed the privilege of having
all ora large number of the imps of darkness at their
command. ’ll‘he{ could summon them to their
presence, dispatch them on difficult missions, and
compel them to do whatsoever they commanded—
except a pood action. They had the power also of
transforming themselves into a variety of forms; of
bringing disaster or ruin on any one against whom
they imagined mischief; of raising up the dead;
of looking into futurity ; of transporting themselyes
with ease from one place to another; infact, of doing
anything except saving themselvesfrom the clutches
of the witch-finders.

In dilating on the power of witches, the sapient
writers inform us, that there are twelve known and
an endless number of unknown ways by means of
which these sorcerers complete their work, 1. Some
worlke their bewitchings only by way of invoeations
or imprecations ; they wishit or willif, and so it falls
out. 2. Some by way of emissaries; sending out
their imps or familiars to cross the way, jostle, affront,
flash in the face, bark, howl, bite, scratch, or other-
wise invest. 8. Some by inspection or looking at,
as with an evil-eye. 4. Some by a hollow muttering
or mumbling. 5. Some by breathing upon the
gubject of their enchantments. 6. Some by cursing
or banning. 7. Some by blessing or praising. 8. Some
revengefully, by reason of ill turns, 9. Some un-
gratefully, by occasion of good turns. 10, Some by
leaving something of theirs in your house. 11. Some

by taking something of yours into their house. 12,
Some by the special way of working by the elements,
earth, water, fire, and air.

It will be readily perceived, from this brief state-
ment, that almost anybody was liable to the chargo
of witeheraft. If a farmer's crops failed, or his
horse stumbled, or his child had fits, or his cow died,
it was attributed towitcheraft ; and some poor, infirm,
half-blind old woman, who always mumbled to her-
self, and was provokingly deaf, was sure to be the
cause of it, and there was nothing like flinging her
into the water to find out whether she was or not.
1f the baptismal element refused to receive her, then
she was guilty, and hanged or burnt ; if she sank in
the usual way, then she was drowned and acquitted !

When a witch, it was gravely stated, required the
immediate presence of her Black Master, she slowly
repeated, with many ceremonies, a form of invoea-
tion full of hard names, which it would puzzle some
old ladies now properly to accentuate. It ended
with a quick, sharp repetition of the word konig
(king), which was supposed to be gratifying to the
vanity of the arch fiend, who straightway a%peared.
in one of his numerous characters—generally as a
black goat. Another form had to be employed to
dismiss him, if he stayed too long, which was not
seldom the case, on which he vanished, leaving a
suffocating smell behind him !

Among the singular forms said to be adopted by
the Prince of Darkness was that of a goose, of a
black-eyed youth of a melancholy cast of counte-
nance, of a coach-wheel, of an ass, &c.

The forms assumed by the familiar, or evil spirits,
were also sugposed to be exceedingly varied, those
who appeared in a kingly form having much higher
authority than the rest, some of whom eondescended
to appear as owls, and magpies, and black cats.

The invocation of spirits was supgoscd to be prac-
tised by those who had made no bargain with the
enemy of mankind, as well as by those who had. Both
classes, however, were alike reg;lxrdad with aversion,
and subjected to similar punishments. In a hand-
some volume, published at the beginning of the
present century, seriously written by a man of
education and position, the invocations of cere-
monial magic are gravely given, and hence it ap-
pears that a different form of conjuration must be
used for every day in the week, and appropriate
perfumes he employed. For example, on Tuesday
the magician is to address himself to the angels
and ministers subject to the east wind, and to
accompany the invocation with that agreeable con-
diment, pepper! The forms he is taught to expect
are of “a tall body and choleric, a filthy counte-
nance, of colour brown, swarthy, or red, having
horns like harts, and griffin's claws, and bellowing
like wild bulls.” The magician must begin his invo-
cation by addressing the presiding spirits in the
names, ©“ Ya, Ya, Ya! He, He, He! Ha, Ha, Ha!"
which, whatever may be their serious import, strongly
resemble the laugh of a lively Ethiopian.

But to return to our witches. When they invoked
spirits they employed perfumes stronger than that of
pepper, mastic, aloes, saffron, or even sulphur, all of
which are specified in ceremonial magic. A very
zood notion of how they conducted their enchani-
ments is given in the © Macbeth" cauldron scene—

“Fillet of a fenny snake,
In the cauldron boil and bake;
Eye of newt, and toe of frog,
Wool of bat, and tongue of dog; '
Adder's fork, and blind worm’s sting,
Lizard's leg, and owlet's wing;
For a charm of powerful tronble,
Double, double, boil and bubble."

The eyes of a black cat; the blood of a lapwing,
a bat, or a goat, or a piece of steel smeared over
with the juice of mug-wort, and “made to fume,”
is stated, onthe best magical authority, to be potent
for the invocation of spirits.

Certain familiar spirits were supposed to be espe-
cially devoted to each witeh, and tﬁa names of some
of them were given in evidenco on the witch cases
in the reign of James I., namely—*‘ Roaring Lion,”
“Wait upon Herself,” ‘“ Ranting Roarer,” and one
by the very unpolite name of “Grizel Greedy?m,"
&c. They were stated to wear liveries of yellow,
dun-colour, and grass-green. As to the witches
themselves, they were never known in demonish
cireles by the name by which they were christened.
Instead thereof, they were familiarly described by
such titles as “ Batter-’em-down-Magzy,” * Raise
the Wind,” *“Over the Dyke with it,” &e.

The witches, it was universally believed, were
compelled to appear at stated times, known as the
Witches' Sabbath, before their dark master; and
wherever a witches' meeting had been held, the grass
withered and the fowers died. The manner in which
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the old ladies were invited to these meetings wasnot
by a Iaca-ed%ed card, or dandy little pink note
highly scented, but by an imp in the dead of night.
And the witches, when the time arrived, did not
order round a carriage, or a private hack and a man
in livery, but went, both in France and England, on
a2 broom-stick—not out at the door, but up the
chimney! Sometimes the Prince of Evil carried
them on his back, he assuming the shape of a goat,
and lengthening and expanding his proportions for
the accommodation of his passengers! When the
witches arrived af the place of meeting, they paid
their respects to their entertainer, calling him, as a
cornpliment, foul thief! Then dancing began ; after
which, refreshments were served—not of wealk negus
and vencer sandwiches—but a substantial feast,
whereof it may be enough to say that a sexton would
have guessed where the cold meats came from. Then
therewasa gooddeal of talking, each witchrecounting
whatshehad done inthe way of evil, and anything par-
ticularly atrocious was received with applause, If it
was ascertained that any one of the witches had
done a good action, the offender received a heavy
punishment. Thousands of toads were said to spring
out of the earth, and dance on their hind legs fothe
sound of the bagpipes; the witchesthemselves also
danced, and performed deeds of profanity which
could not be recounted here, but which were gravely
stated before learned judges, both in Great Britain
and America. The Witches' Sabbath was kept up
till eock-crow, when every visitor mounted her
broom-stick and returned home, entering through
the key-hole !

The Broclken Mountains, in Germany, were sup-
posed to be the great place of meeting for witches.
Giethe, in his © Faust,” describes something of the
scane in the Walpurgis Night ; the witches are heard
singing in chorus—

“Now to the Brocken the witches hie,
The stubble is yellow, the corn is green!
Thither the gathering legions ily,
And, sitting aloft; is Sir Urian seens
O’er stick and o'er stone they go wheeling along,
Witches and he-goats, a motley throng ! "

The delusions of witcheraft were the most terrible
in their results of any of those widespread errors
which crazed the world in days of old. The
fear of witcheraft was upon all classes; the wisest
and haest of men were carried away by the prevailing
delusion, as well as the vulgar and the vicious, The
charge of witcheraft was made with ease, but
repelled with the utmost difficulty. The frenzy
was so powerful, that people were known not only
to admit, but to accuse themselvesof the crime, and
to die on a plea of guilty to a ridiculous and impos-
sible offence !

From the earliest ages a dread of witcheraft
haunted the human mind, and the popular supersti-
tion was frequently employed for the gratification
of private vengeance, innocent persons being tor-
fured and executed on the charge. At different
periods a wholesale attack was made against witches
—a crusade headed by witch-finders, and armed
with the full powers of civil and eccclesiastical law.
Charlemagne gave orders that all necromancers,
astrologers, and witches should be driven from his
empire, and the exercise of every sort of magic was
forbidden, on pain of death. Special exertions were
used to hunt out all those to whom the slightest
suspicion attached, but it was left for more recent
times fo carry out thoroughly fhe eruelty and injus-
tice of these inquiries, In England, during the
times of the Tudors and Stuarts, especially the latter
—for James I. was wofully afraid of witches—the
severest penalties were inflicted on those suspected
of dealing in the Black Arf, Sworn tormentors,
Enown as witeh-finders, were empowered to inquire
into every alleged case, and to make journeys, like
judges on circuit, throngh the country, holding in
every town or village, ‘if%hcy leased, their conrt of
ordeal. Theo aged or afilicted were %enerally the
objects of suspicion. Charged with blighting the
corn, with bringing an epidemic among the cattle,
with causing epileptic fits or the falling sickness,
with being in league with Satan, with changing their
form at pleasure, with keeping witches' sabbaths—
what reply could they make? ~Denial was uscless,
and'they were expected to convict themselves,
Every witch was supposed to bear a Satanic mark
on some part of her person, and the method adopted
to find this mark—which was supposed to be inca-
pable of pain—was to stick sharp pins and needles
into her flesh; if her sufferings were acute, it was
regarded as a favourable sign, but the torture was
generally continued till the miserable sufferer lost
congciousness, or pleaded %Lﬂlty to the charge. The
stalke or the gallows were the penalties of convietion,
but many wretched beings sought this as a happy

deliverance from the tortures inflicted by the witch-
finders.

The laws of England, which were so severely
directed against witcheraft, were adopted in the
American colonies, and in 1645 the mania com-
menced, and several persons were tried for this
supposed crime. Increase Mather, and his son,
Cotton Mather, the former a man of great repute,
and the latter a frodigy of learning, eloquence,
and piety, directed their efforts to keep alive the
popular superstition, and, fo prove the reality of
every ease of witcheraft, Cotton Mather published
a book of “Memorable Providences, relating to
Witcheraft and Possession,” in which he defied
““modern Sadducees” any longer to doubt! Four
ministers testified to the unanswerable arguments
he set forth, as did also the celebrated Richard
Baxter. . Nobody was, safc when even ““a glance ab
a meeting-house” might be constrned into a hbe-
witching of the place of worship, thereby to cause
some damage to the building ; and folks could not
tell what cruelty they would be ealled upon to
endure, as soon as ever a charge was made against
them. Many were flogeed into confession; others
were pressed to death; others, in large’ numbers,
were publicly hanged. Among these, a witch-finder,
who declined to serve ang' longer; George Bur-
roughs, a young minister of Salem, who denied the
possibility of witcheraft; the wife of the minister
of Beverley was also accused ; as was Governor Brad-
street’s own son, for refusing to issue any more
warrants ; the wealthy as well asthe poor, the young
and beautiful, aswell as the old and infirm, wercalike
charged with witcheraft, until, at last, the tide of
public opinion furned, and people refused to believe
in the Delusions of Witcheraft.

CAPTAIN BRAND;
Or, The Pivate Schooner,
A TALE OF THE SEA.

LS
CHAPTELR X.

AN ANCIENT MARINER WITH ONE EYE.
““TaE Panchita has passed Mangrove Peint,” came
in the hoarse whisper from the signal-man. “ ¥ou
can see her now from below, sir.” Captain Brand
put on a fine Panama hat, and stepped out on the
verandah, where, ¢with a cigar in his mouth, he
leaned over the balustrade and kept sharp wateh on
everything that was going on below him. In a few
minutes a long pointed brown bowsprit protruded
itself beyond the wall of rocks, followed by a great
triangular lateen sail, bent to a yard a mile long,
and tapering away like a fly-fishing vod, where, at
the end, was a short bit of yellow and red pennant.
As her bows came into view they showed above a
curved prow falling inboard, with a huge bunch of
sheepskin for a chafing mat on the knob, and a thin
red streak along the wac.ies, on alead-coloured ground,
above her copper, which was painted green. As
more of her proportions came into the picture, yon
saw a stout stump of a mast, raking forward, with
short black ropes of purchases for hoisting thesingle
yard, and heavy- square blocks close down fo the
foot of the mast. When this great sail had come
oub from the sereen of rocks, another light stick of
a mast stood up over the taffrail, with another lateen
sail and whip stem of a yard, to which was bent the
Spanish Colonial Guarda Costa flag. In fact, she
was a Spanish felueea all over, from stem to stern,
and truck to waterline, A few dingy hammocks
were stowed about half-way along her rail, and
there were a good many men moving about her
decks in getting the cable clear, and a lot more
clinging like so many lizards a.fong the bending
yard, and all in some attempt at uniform dvess, in
readiness to roll up the sail when the anchor was
down., There wasa long brass gun, too, burnished
like gold, on a pivob slide, with all its equipment,
frained muzzle forward in front of the mainmast,
No sooner had she sagged into the open basin, with
her immense sail hanging flat and heavy in the light
air, than a boat from the schooner boarded her,
and presently she let go an anchor. There were a
few coarse compliments and greetings exchanged
between the crews of the two vessels, and some
rough jokes made, as the last comer veered out the
chain, rolled up his sails, and set taub Lis running
gear in quite a tidy and man-of-war style.

“Go on board the felucca, José, and give my
compliments to Don Ignacio, and say I shall be
happy to see him,” cried Captain Brand, from the
piazza to a man at the cove; “and tell iﬁm," con-
tinued he, ““that I should haye called in person,

but I can’t bear the hot sun since I caught the
fever. Take my gig.”

This was said in Spanish, and when he had
finished speaking he shaded his face behind the
curtain and scowled.

““You're a bird of ill omen, my one-eyed friend ;
but one of these days I'll wipe out old scores, and
new ones too, perhaps,” Captain Brand mutiered to
himself; and from his murderous expression of face
he seemed just the man to carry out his threat.
Meanwhile a light whale-boat of a gig, manned by
four men and a coxwain, pushed off from the shore,
and in three strokes of the oars she was alongside
the felucea. The coxwain stepped over the low rail,
and, walking aft, turned down a cuddy of a cabin,
took off his hat, and delivered his message. A
minute later he again got into the boat, and pulled
to the cove, where he said to the captain—

“Don Ignacio says he'll come in his own boat
when he’s ready.”

“Bueno!” wag responded aloud; and then fo
himself: © Don’t ask or receive favours—eh ? What
an old file the brute is 1™

He said no more, but watched. Presentlyasmall
man eame up oub of the cabin of the Panchita,
so very slow, and with such a quiet motion, did he
emerge, that one might suppose it was a wary
animal rather than a human being. He was serupu-
lously neat in attire—a brown pair of linen trousers,
a Marseilles vest with gold filigree buttons, an em-
broidered shirt bosom, with diamond studs, and =
dark navy-blue broadeloth coat, with standing
collar and anchor gilt buttons. His head-gear was
simply a white chip hat, with a very narvow brim
and a fluttering red ribbon ; but beneath it his coal-
black hair behind was chopped as close as could be,
leaving a single long and well-oiled ringlet on each
side, which curled like snakes arotind o pair of large
gold rings pendent from his ears. His complexion
was darlk, bilious, and swarthy, with a thin, sharp
nose, and a million of minute wrinkles, all meeting
above, at the corners, and under a small line of a
mouth ; quite like rays, in fact, and only relaxed
when the lips parted to show a few ragged, rotten
pegs of sharp teeth. But perhaps the most notice-
able feature in his face was his eye—for he had but
one—and the spot where the other is seen in the
species was merely a red, closed patch of tightly
drawn skin, with a few hairs sticking out like iron
tacks. His single eye, however, was a jebt black,

round, piercing organ, which seemed to do duty for

halfa dozen ordinary glims, and danced with a sharp,
malevolent serutiny, as if the owner was always in
search of something, and never found it; and every-
body and everything appearved fo slink out of its
light wherever it glanced around. FHis age might
have been anywhere from forby and sixty. As
he stepped on deck, clear of the cuddy cabin hatch,
his sinister optic played about in its socket—now
scanning’' the long, brass gun, the half-furled
sails, the crew, the ropes, or taking a steady,
unwinking glance at the mid-day sun, and then
shining off to the shore and sweeping in the
Centipede, the little pool of blue water, and the
mounth of the inlet, TIeeling apparently satisfied
with the present aspect of affairs, he slowly pulled
out a machero from his waistcoat pocket, plucked s
cigaretto from the case, and then proceeded delibe-
rately to strike a light, Even while performing this
simple operation, his uneasy orb, like unto a black
bull’s-eye, traversed about in its hn.bitu.’%wa ; and
when he raised the spark of fire with his {rarown‘
thin hand, and the claws of fingers loaded with
rings, he seemed to be looking into his own mouth !
Naﬁding to a fellow who stood near, with a erimson
sash avound his waist, he inclined his eyo toward
the shore, blew out a thin wreath of smoke from his
lungs—all the while his vigilant organ shining like
a burning spark of lambent jet through the smoke
—and merely said— "

““The boat!”

In o moment, a small cockle-shell of a punt was
lowered from the stern of the felucea, when; step-
ping carefully in, he seized a scull, and, with a few
vigorous twists, pushed her to the landing at the
cove.

During all these movements of the commander of
the felucea, Captain Brand was by no means an
inattentiveobserver; and indeed he was so extremely
critical, that he stuck the tube of a powerful tele-
scope through an aperture of the curtains around
him, and not only looked at his cautious visitor, but
he actnally watched the expression of his uneasy
eye, and almost counted every wrinkle—finely en-
graved as they were—on his swarthy visage ; but if
Captain'Brand's own visage reflected an index of his
mind, he did not seem over and above pleased with
what he saw.
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were to “make without the
circle, with, the consecrated
sword, the figure of a triangle,
or pentagon, and compel ithe
spirit to enfer into it; and
if you receive any promise
which you would have con-
firmed with an oath, stick the
sword out of the cirele, and
swear the spirit by laying
his hand on the sword.” The
exoreists, however, acknowledge
that they are sometimes unable
to raise their spirits; but, de-
jected as they may be by this
circumstance, theynever omitto
courteously dismiss the absent
ghost. When this is omitted,
‘“instances have been known,”
says a writer of the present
century, “of the operator ex-
periencing sudden death.”

Inthispretendedraising of the
shadows of the dead, the writer
just quoted informs us we are
to perfume with blood, bones, .
flesh, eggs, milk, honey, an
oil, to furnish the soul with a
medium, The places of invo-
cation most fitting for the pur-
pose are churchyards, or places
of execution, or the scene of
some atrocious crime,

We have collected their “in- .
structions,” in order to show
how much pains were taken
by the professional exorecists
to deceive those who con-
sulted them. Absurd and ridien-
lous as were these ceremonial
rites, they were very likely to
make a deep impression on the
weak-minded or uninitiated
observer. Nothing could be
easier than for the exorcist to
" declare he saw the ghost: it

. ) : : was not deemed necessary that
POPULAR DELUSIONS. were allured by anything having affinity to those | the inquirer should, in all cases, see the ghost for
= bodies, himself; but some of the necromancers carried their
! NECROMANCY. The necromancers professed to have two methods | illusions so far as to allow their dupes to see an
NECROMANCY, or the practice of pretending to | of conjuring up the dead: 1. Raising the dead body, ap%al.rent apparition !
raise the dead, is a very old and Wicﬁ;spread elu- | which they said wasnot to be done without blood ; The most famous neeromancer of modern time
sion, and those who are either themselves deceived, | 2. Sciomancy, in which only an epparition of the | was Robertson, a physician, who, during the first
or are willing to deceive others, venture to point to | deceased was supposed to be called up. French Revolution, undertook to raise the shadows
the instance of Samuel and the witch of Endor re- The crafty professors of j:he black art took ecare | of the dead, and frightened half Paris out of ifs
corded in Holy Writ. As this is the only instance | to surround their proceedings with all that was | already disordered wits, He invited, by public
mentioned in Seripture of the spirit of the dead being | calculated to terrify their poor dupes into a belief advertisement, the attendance of those who folt in-
really or apparently raised by a necromancer, it is | of their idle pretences, A circle of skulls, a gro- | terested in his investigations—and on the evening of
no wonder that it should be so often cited by those | tesque habit, an unintelligible jargon of “words, | the day appointed about sixty persons assembled,
who would delude the credulous by their cunning | supposed to be an exorcism, the place, the hour, all | and precisely at the hour named, Robertson, a thin,
and deceitful practice. As the case, however, is so | tended to impress the minds of the credulous and pale, cadaverous-looking man, appeared before them,
frequently adduced, it would be inconsistent to pass | ignorant with supernatural awe, and rendered them | and coolly proceeded to put out nearly all the candles,
it over in silence. The fact is, the account of the | less capable of detecting fraud. 3 An eye-witness, evidently the dupe of the necroman-
raising of Samuel has nothing in common with| It maynotheumnterest..ingtosnysomothmgaho_uﬁ cer’s trick, has deseribe! what oceurred. Robertson
necromancy. If forms part of the history of God’s | the means used by exorcists who professed to raise | said: Citizens, I am not one of those adventurers,

ROBERTSON'S APPAMTCS FOR RAISING AN IMAGINARY GHOST,

miraculous dealings with his ancient people, which | up spirits in the magic circle. y those impudenf charlatans, who romise, in the
should not be confounded with the ordinary arrange- First of all, it was necessary to know something | daily papers, what they are incapable of performing,
ments of Providence. of the antecedents of the spirit, under the influence | I have undertaken to raise the dead, and am pre-

When Saul, King of Tsrael, was on the eve of a | of what planet it existed, &e. &e. Next, to seek out | pared to do so. Those of the company who desire
battle with the Philistines, am{was under the terrible | a convenient place proper for the invoeation, accord- | to behold the apparition of those of their deceased
conviction that God had deserted him, he sought | ing to the nature of the planet, and the quality of | relatives who were dear to them in life, will be
out a woman having a f~wiliar spirit, and induced | the offices of the same. After which judicious se- | kind enough to signify their wish, and I am ready
her to exercise the rites of necromancy to raise up | lection, a circle should be drawn, for the defence of | to obey their command.”
the deceased prophet Samuel, so that the king might | the exorcist—in this cirele certain significant names There was an interval of silence, when suddenly a
learn from him what should happen on the mor- | should be written. Lights, perfumes, unguents, wild-locking fellow, with bloodshot eyes and disor-
row. The inspired narrative relates that the woman | and medicines, compounded according to the nature | dered lacks, called out, * Let us seé the ghost of
saw Samuel, * an old man covered with a mantle,” | of the spirit, were likewise provided. Added to | Marat!” Robertson then took two phials of blood, a
and that * Saul perceived that it was Samuel.” these were consecrated papers, pictures, pen- | bottleof vitriol, and poured theircontents, with twelve

Much discussion has arisen amongst divines as tacles, swords, sceptres, and garments of proper | drops of aqua-fortis, on two copiesof the “Journal
to whether the appearance of Samuel was real, | celour and material ; and certain solemn forms of | des Hommes Libres,” which he burnt, Graduall .
or an imposition on the credulity of Saul. Leaving | prayer for the consecration of the circle, and every | as these were consumed, there arose a hideous little
this question to be settled by them, we undoubt- part of the magical apparatus. After which, the phantom, armed with a poignard, and wearing the
ed]chm'n from the story the fact that a belief | exorcist, safe inside the circle, was to summon the | red cap. ~The man with disordere.l locks and blood-
in necromancy prevailed at a very early period, | spirit in a gentle and Jpersuasive manner ; and he | shot eyes, shrieked out a eting to the ghost, and
and that it was thought possible to raise the dead. (the operator) not having the least idea where the attempted to rush towards him, but with a ghastly
This opinion has universally prevailed, and held | spirit was likely to be, was to summon him from all | leer the apparition disappeared.
powerful possession of the human mind. The | theborders of the earth. .I'Ie was then to look round The sensation amongst the witnesses of this sin-
desire to look into the mysteries of the world be- | toseeif the spirit had put in an appearadee, which, if | gular effect was that of intense curiosity, not
yond the graveisverystrong ; andto attempt to con- | ithad not dong, oceasioned him the trouble of repeat- | unmingled with fear; and when s young man rose
Jure up the spirits of the dead by the ghastly and | ing hisinvocation three times, If theimag naryspirit | up and begged to behold the apparition of his
abhorrent means of the ancient necromancer, or the | wounld not appear, the invocation was changed for a | afianced bride—snatched from him by the cruel
simple and inoffensive method of the modern spi- conjuration, and it was summoned to appear, and grasp of death—the feolings of the spectators were
rvitualist, has doubtless its temptations for fhe | threatened with dreadful penalties for refusal. If touched, and they fully sympathised with the
curious inquirer. the spirit then appeared (or the exorcist chose to | mourner's desire. The magician went through his

The argument of the ancient necromancers con- say so), it was courteouslyreceived, its name nsf:n_ed, incantations, and up rose a female form, having
cerning the souls of the dead was, that although | and written down on the holy paper, together with | an expression of extreme affection; its eyes were
:anmt-ed from their bodies, they still cherished an | all other particulars required. If any doubt wasen- | directed to the young man, who, with a cry of

ection for them, and they pretended that they | tertained of the veracity of the spivit, the instruetions | anguish, imagined he recognised his beloved,
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The success which attended these efforts of the
necromancer, spread his reputation all over Paris,
and when it was announced that he would exhibit his
mysterious art in the old Convent of the Capu-
chins, the public excitement amounted td frenzy.
Large prices were asked for seats, and those who
could obtain them ak any price were regarded as
fortunate. All the accessories of the mysteries of
the black art were added to the attraction of the
performer. In the old chapel, surrounded by
the monuments and graves of the dead —with funeral
emblems, sombre draperies, sepulchral lamps, hiero-
glyphic characters, and emblematic pictures—the
wizard pretended to raise “E ghosts “per order;”
widows supposed they saw their husbands, orphans
their parents, bereaved parents their children. Some-
times the figures approached close to the spectators,
sometimes retired to a distance, sometimes smiled,
and at others wore an expression of calm resignation;
sometimes the apparitions were heralded bgr thunder
claps, sometimes they were accompanied by soft |
music, and they invariably came through a black
curtain at the further end of the hall. The excite-
ment became intense, and the greater the excite-
ment the better things became for the pocket and
popularity of the wizard. But France had sterner
work to do than that of neeromancy, and was fast
making more ghosts than she raised, so the delusion
vanished, and people saw both sides of the wizard's
curtain, and found that a superior description of
magic lantern had enlisted their credulity, and led
them to mistake painted shadows for beings of
another world. TE:‘ means adopted by Robertson
to carry out his deception, we shall explain in a
future number.

W.EYMOUTH.

A vISIT to the seaside is what we all enjoy,-and all
of us occasionally require. As, doubtless, thousands
of our readers will shortly be visiting the coast, an
.account of some of the most popular watering-places
will be acceptable. A series of such pen and pencil
sketches we propose introducing—not, however,

confining ourselves to the order in rank and import-

VIEW OF WEYMOUTH, DORSET.

ance of the Tocalities described, We begin with
‘Weymouth.

Royalty and railways have made travelling fashion-
able and easy, and we are not now the stay-at-home
race which forty or sixty years ago we were com-
monly said to be. William IV. was not much of a
traveller after he quitted the naval service. George

‘[V., withthe exception of State progresses late in life,

contented himself with an occasional sojourn at that
architectural monstrosity, the Brighton Pavilion ;
and George IT1. was satisfied with a stay at Windsor,
or a trip to Weymouth, as a relief to the monotony
of London and Kew. {Tery different is it with Her
Most Gracions Majesty the Queen, and very widely
extended is the range of the  Court Circular;” now
up in the Highlands, among the grandeur of moun-
tain scenery ;
magnificently rocky coast; now amidst all the
festivities of Continental capitals ; now home again
to London or to Windsor'sroyal pile. The Queen is
a great traveller, and the royal children worthily
imitate and improve upon her example. The facili-
ties for travelling are so much greater than they
were, that due allowarice must be made for those
who, in days gone by, never stirred from their island
home, and seldom travelled over it. The railway,
with its convenient and commodious carriages, bears
Her Majesty from one end of Great Britain to the
other in a few hours; bub it was not so when
George III. was king. A heayily-built carriage,
with no great elasticity in its springs, and but little
comfort in its padded cushions, bore him over roads
that were none of the best. Soldiers were needed,
not only as a guard of honour, but for really useful
service, for the roads were dangerous and highway-
men were daring. It was a long journey from
London to Weymouth, for 120 miles was then a
W distance, and it is no matter of surprise that
kings and their lieges shrunk from such travelling
when they could help it. But railways have revo-
lutionised us, and a trip to Weymouth is now very

- easily performed.

‘Weymouth is a fine old town, not half so fashion-
able and attractive in appearanfeasits youngerneigh-
hour, Melcombe Regis, gut acurious and il:lteresting
place. Of course many of the houses are poor an

now in the Isle of Wight, with ifs,
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dilapidated, of course the streets are irregularly
laid out, of course in some quarters there is a
pervading smell of fish; for once upon a time it
was nothing but a fishing town, and it still retains
much of its original character. But what can be
finer than its sands, stretching out for many a mile,
and commanding a noble prospect? What can be
finer then the raised esplanade and terrace, which
encircle a large portion of the bay, and furnish a
srﬁend.id promenade for residents and visibors? And
what can be finer than the bathing, which the
gurlty and depth of water affords? Facing the sea

corge III. had his royal lo built for himself
and family, and he conld not have chosen a more’
eligible site. He found Weymouth a fishing place
of but small importance, but he made it a favourite
resort of visitors, and the grateful town has loyally
erceted a statue to his memory at the northern end
of the main street.

Melcombe Regis, which lies on the opposite side
of Weymouth harbour, and which is connected with it
by a handsome stone bridge, consists chiefly of large
handsome houses, extending for about a mile in front
of the esplanade. It has a park—recently formed
—of about twenty ‘acres, which will, in course of
ti{ne, add considerably to the attractions of the
place. *

Y;Ve%ymouth and Melcombe are, as we have before
5 , divided by the inlet of the sea; the inlet is
narrow, and there is at low water but six feet water
over the bar; this renders the harbour inaccessible
to large vessels. The Portland Roads, however
little more than a mile distant from the town, afford
anchorage for ships of any dimensions; and the
inconvenience which was formerly experienced by
vessels anchoring in these roads, on account of their
exposed position to the east and south-east winds,
has been overcome bﬁﬂw erection of those triumphs
of art, the Portland Breakwaters.

The erection of these two breakwaters, the
largest of which is 6,000 feet in length, was com-
menced in 1849; the plan was proposed by the
postmaster of Weymouth, Mr. John ey ; and
the foundation-stone of the stupendous work was
laid by the Prince Consort. The material for the
construction is supplied from the Portland quar-
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that, he was going to catch the gentleman by the
collar, but the other eame in bebween, and said—

¢+ (lome | come! don't quarrel. You misunder-
stand each other. Meredith, I am suré you would
he the tast man in the world to resenteven the extra
cave and atbention shown to your fair bride; and you,
Walton, who are so nobly defending her; would, I
am ‘equally certain, be the first to rejoice in her
happiness, and vestoration to her friends. Unkindly
treated al home, she has left it, and would nob, of
course, return there, or wish that those from whom
she has' fled should reclaim her; but this iz her
plighted husband, in whom she has the reatest
Gonfidenge, and who, like yourself, would defend her
with his life !’

¢ ¢ Dofended from him, she is safo from her worst
‘enemy. Look you, gentlemen, I'm a poor tan, and
not skilled in words, like you are ; but I know right
fromy wrong, honesty from treachery, and, please
Gop, what 1 know I'll Iivmciise! 1 never played
false to no man in my life, and I'm not goin® to
bogin with a woman ! If the lad yaii are a-huni-
in’; move like dogs after a hars, t-iiggi loyers after a
sweetheart, wants to see you,why; [’
whero to find you, and can send anote,
and, if she doesn'twant, I'm nof ghé"m\m fio:goagin
her will, s'posin’ I could. 8o be it how 1t will,
yow'll g6k nothin' by stoppin’, except——"

i ¢ Bxeept what?’ )

% ¢ A broken head.’

¢ ¢Yon insolent scoundrel ! you shall repent this |
T will have the officers of justice here. ‘How dare
you coneeal alady ! How :

i€ ¢ By ealm, Méredith | be calm! Teb me spealk.
Tiook hers, Walton. After all that has happened at
Tllerslie, L am not surprised at your caubion. You
are quite fight to guard a frust ‘repozed in you;
only, I think, you are carrying it too far. Leb Miss
Neville herselt decide, Tell her Iv. Meredith is
here; and then, if she refuses to gee him, I pledge
myself we will withdraw at once; or, if you do not
choose to go yourself, let your wife go—and take
this, to buy a new dress for the wedding:.’

€ (Oh, miss, if you had seen John's face as the
%antleman said this, it would have frightened you!
& was downright awfnl, and made me shake like the
ague, 'specially when he went forward with one step,
and striel the monay out of the gentleman’s hand,
and sent ib tumbling down stairs, saying, with such
a voice, ¢ I've no right to punish this, ‘cos I didn't
keep my word ab fust; but now, so help me every-
thing in heaven and earth, I'll clear this room o ye
without another word, let the danger be what it
may. Oub of the way, Polly! By the power that
made me, I'll teach yo better than to come here
with your bribes and your Ties! Miss Neville's
husband, indeed !’

¢ ¢ My good friend,’ said the ofher gentleman, as
cool as a cucumber, to John,  you are Little aware,
1 think, of what you are doing, and fthe danger to
swhich you are exposing yourseif, This young lady
is o romaway, & fugitive from her parents’ house ;
in their name and his own, as her affianced husband,
__Mr. Meredith demands to see her, She is under
age, and those who harbour and coneeal her from
her lawful guardians, ave liable fo the conseguences.
You had better be ecareful, therefore. We are not
to be trified with, and — '

¢ ¢ Have you done?’

14 No" .

e ¢ Then finish in the street;’ and then, without
saying one more word, John canght the little gentle-
man by the collar, and swung him right out on the
landing, and grappling hold of Mr. Meredith, who'd
seized on him Wian Eis back was turned, got him
out too, and locked the door.”

, shg knows
B INESNANE

CHAPTER XXXIIL

She loved me for the dangers I had passed,

“Ani I loved her that she did pity them.—OTHELLO.
Friendly was he to behold, and glad as the heralding angel
Walked e among the crowds. 5 LONGEELLOW.

¢ WiaD a scene! How thankful Iam that I was
not there! But poor John and you, what trouble
and annoyance your kindness to me has brought
wpon you; you will wish you had never seen me.”

¢ No, indeed ; I was almost a-going to say I like

ople besb who're in trouble. But I don't mean
that exactly—only I'm such a poor little nobody,
that happy folks don’t wani me, and T only geta
chance to make friends, and be useful to them as is
sorrowful.”

¢ Ay, Mary, and if Heaven would send the so1row=
ful a few more such friends, it would be & happier
world.” L

T doybk it. There's enough of all sorts in the
world fo go on with, and, if any more were wanted,

Tind Providence would send them. Bubnow, what
are you going to dof Ave you comfortable? Is
that quéer-looking woman civil¢"

T donot know. Lhavenobseenhersinee youdid.”

@& A1l the better. The less you do see, I guesg,
the more pleasant yowll find it and Il come
ver'lar to do all yonwant, Oh! POOF MOUNSEEr WS
in o way when he come liome from the theayier last
night. He come fo the door, tap, tap, 10 tB_l} you
about some music ag he'd heard, and when lie found
you gone he was in sad trouble. He told John you
sang like the angels, and he was sure you yas one.
‘And lie made me promise to cheer you up, and toll

ou that if you gave him leave, he would call and
yring you good fortune from the paper.”

<Al ! tho advertisement. I had quite forgotien
it—ib is published this morning. 1 wonder if it
will be successtul, How | do hope it may, for
indeed I must do something, Mary." -

“Yes, it would be beiter for you, If you'd
something to do, you would not phink so much, and
your troubles would grow lighter 3 but have
patience-—you will not be forguiten. Thig paper
may do wonders.” ’

80 it may; although I do 11_0%
hope for it—but in the meanfime
occupation.” {

« Pinish the work we wero doing yesterday when
John burst in so. 1 can st and help till dinner-
fime—it’ll be compony, and fhen you can take a
walk up Islington way. The air ’ﬂ?&o you good, 1
thinls, for you are as while as your collay, and
nobody ‘ill thinlk of looking for you in this part.”

¢« Yoag, but first L will put away the contents of
my bupdle in this old box, which I see hasa key.
T suppose I may use it

““Tahonld think so ; bub dowt trnst the lock too
much, it may have two keys. Bub dear, dear!
whab ig the matter Ave you il

“No, no; it is nothing" I said, hastily, seeking
to hide the emotion caused by the sudden appeat-
ance of the little toilette bottle, which, contaiing
the mille T had bronght from lllerslie, I had not
seen since that terrible night.

The sight affected me powerfully.

Rolled securely in & wrapper, this sad wiiness
of a fearful erime had escaped my sight until
now ; and for some minutes the  shock ocea-
sioned by it prevented me from making any rafional
reply to Mary’s anxious inquiries. Buob at last my
struggles for composure were effectual, and then,
nrged by a strange impulse, I said, holding out the
hottle:  You see this, Mary? Do you {hink you
would know ib again, if ab any future time it was
shown to you?”

7 can't tell. I¥s very handsome; bub there's
nothing very paticlar about i, is there t”

¢Yos; here are some initials, ‘I N They are
my mobher’s ; and this white star, which seems as
if 1t were on the inside of the glass—do you see them?
’1‘1'.??1-{5, now do you think you would remember it 1’

P

¢ And you see what is in it?”

¢¢Tt Jooks and smells like sour milk ! =

“Yes| you will recollect that, and where you
firsh saw 162" ;

“ Yes, but why }”

T cannot tell you now. Some day yon may per-
haps know. At present, T only want you to examine
the bottle well, and take so much nofice of it, and
all you hear and see me do or say, as to be able to
identify and repeat it, if necessary.”

(To fe continued.)

expect it, 1 can
gt have some

The Snvatenr Gardener.

BY GEORGE GLENNT,

—_—

]
AxoNG the most easily-managed plants in dwell-
ino-houses, we have mentione the cactus family,
not the tall, but the round ones, or what are ca.ilcgi
melo cactusg, the alos, and .the fern ; but for grace-
fulness of form and variety of folisge, the ferns
must take the lead.

A common flower-pot and a bell glass that will
touch the soil all round inside the pot, will enable
you to grow a fern in the chimney corner almost,
that is to say, in the midst of the smoke and dust
of manufacturing towns. 3

And we hear young friends, who have profited by
the hints in former numbers, are growing very
prety collections wnder bell glasses in ordinary
flower-pots, and, althongh two miles from an open
space worth mentioning, the plants are doing well.

Taking our hints from various articles, and having
command of loam, peat earth, and vegetable mould,
they broke up some old flower-potsinto small pieces,

and put equal parts of the former three, and two
mﬁ@'p{{'tﬁg roken flower-pots, dusk and small
“*-I?g%% .

- then procured those ferns which, they

thanght the most heautiful, and having obtained
glnsses jots, turned the gl:mf.s ot of the old
pots inta thelr new ones, gave them a good watering,
and coverddl them close, pressing the edge of the

gloss into the soil & little.
Tllﬂ'f ‘were ravely uncovered. They have grown
tao tall for fhieir present _flasses, and the growsrswill
uﬂ%p{_‘. th ordinary shade glasses which are used to
caver small yasesand carvings; bus the orowth of
the fern is beautiful, and yeb not a hundred yards
from St Paul's they are in the window of a sithing-
room where they enjoy all the light that can be ob-
tained in closely buils fonr-storey houses, but they
are all but seeluded from the air. Still the glasses
arecleaned now and then, but generally early in the
morning, before the half-million of chimneys begin
t{l'.l yomit forth smoke, and the air is comparatively
clear.

All tho varieties of geranium are now in bloom ;
but for showy, brilliant effect, there is nothing like
the searlet, nor is there anything that lasts so long
in bloom, Mind this if you are adding to your
sbock of plants. {

Whon we congider how well a house looks with &
haleony well furnished, it seems unacconntable that
any respectable mansion ghould be withont them.

We need only traverse some of the rows of houses
built as if on purpose for plants in their ample
balconies, and onl here and there one properly
furnished’, as if to show the poverty of the rest.

i rs to us to arise e

er of evergreens for the permanent
HEIATNEN 1 few gay plants in flower might bs
added for the summer months. e

Tat flower eardens we may take upthe bulbs whose
leaves have faded, and replace them with annuals
from the seed beds, or verbenas, geraniiims, calee-
olarias, hydrangeas, double white feverfewy, and
other perennials. ]

While taking up your tulips, recolleet that it is
the best time to make additions if you want to en-
Jarge your collection, bes‘lse you may buy them
cheaper than you will be able after they are all
stored, and brought out again in the autumn.

Be particular in keeping the beds and borders
clear of weeds, for theit growth is very ra id, and,
wnless the surface is frequently stirved Letiveen the
plants, it will be difficult to keep thein under.

POPULAR DELUSIONS.

NECROMANCY, ETC,

RoBERTSON kept his secret elose, and men of science
were almost asmuch af faulp in defecting the manner
{1 which he produced his apparitions as the credulous
dupes who thronged to his hall of magic. DBy some,
who had no faith in his spectral appearances, the
dolusions were ascribed to, the employment of the
Chinese shadaws ; others approached the truth in
supposing the effects fo be produced by a magic
lantern; but it was evident thab Robertson used
something far superior to the ordinavy apparatus ;
and at length, after eight cars’ delusions, the
gocret was disclosed through the wilfulness or
ne%ligance of a boy employed by the operator. A
full deseription of therprocess used was subsequently
published, and it clearly showed that the marvellous
apparitions had been called up”’ by nothing moro
wonderful than a simple application of & common
optical instrument. i

Robertson conducted his operations in ahall aboub
eighty feet in length by twenty-six in breadth. This
was divided into two parts: the smaller of these
compartments was devoted to the apparatus, and
was separated from the portion appropriated to the
audience by a black ecurtain, throngh which the
apparent ¢ghosts” became visible to fhe observer.

The principal apparatus employed was a phanta-
scope, a species of magic lantern, arranged on &
table 8o as to approach or receds from the acirtain
at the discretion of the operator.

The accompanying diagram represents a portion
of the machine employed. L (Fig. 1) is alamp, with a
roflector placed in the interior of the box, the face of
the reflector heing direcied towards the tubing T,
in which the handle u is attached to o peculiar
mechanism, used for the purpose of producing more
startling effects, Air for the combustion of the
lamp is admitted by the chimney C.

Fig. 2 shows the interior of the tube m. Between
thetube and the body of the box is a groove, in which
is placed the painted slide—that is, the piece of glass
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(t) on which,
in transparent
colour, the*
ghost is re-
presented,
Thlels rays of
light project-
ed by the re-
flector cross
the plano-con-
vex glass v,
the plain sur-
face of which
is turned to
the lamp, and
thecurved sur-
faceto theeur-
tain,  Before
this is placed
a bi-convex
glass, render-
ed movable by
the handle a
(Fig. 1); and
thus the aper-
ture through
which, of
course, the
image on the
slide must
pass before it
reaches the
curtain, ecan
be opened or
closed at plea-
sure. FF,EE,
R R, moved
by the handle
from the point
0, show how
this is accom-
plished, The
cpening  and
closing of this
similae pieceof .
mechanism has the effcllor mereasing or diminigh-
ing in intensity the image thrown upon the screen,
and being made to move in a groove, approaching
or receding from the slide, the size of the object
thrown upon the screen was rendered large or small
ab the diseretion of the operator.

The transparent slides or pictures used by Robert-
son were analogous to those employed in the ordinary
magic lantern. They were painted by a Prussian
arbist of considerable ability, and were beautifully
executed,

By means so simple as these, a very large number
of persons of all s and conditions were deluded
into a belief tha;tﬂﬁey beheld supernatural appear-

bl
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ances. It is probable that it was not the first, as it
was cerfainly not the last, time that the phantasma-

oria frightened peo&:rle half out of their wits by its

elusive shadows. In the dark ages, when nafural

hiloaophy was in its infancy, the effects producible
E}' a magic lantern would be traced at once to some
oceult agency, and the man who knew a little of
science readily made that little knowledge a dan-
gerous fhing by using it for imposing on the cre-
dulity of his fellows,

Another. method adopted by these pretentious
conjurors, exhibited to the gaze of the astonished
spectator a human creature changed into a variety
of forms, apparently at the command of the
ma%-ician, but in reality by a simple
application of an optical principle.

In these cases the operator, of
course, prepared his chamber before
the arrival of the spectator. The
room in which the prodigy was per-
formed was generally about nine or
ten feet in length, and rather less in
breadth, and contained
no other furniture than
a chair. The spectator
was requested to look
into this room through
a small aperture and he
could detect nothin
but the chair, on whic
sat the operator or an
accomplice. Suddenly
the human creature
disappeared and the
chair was oceupied by
a weazel, a squirrel, a
cat, a stork, an owl, a
monkey, a fox, or some
other animal, these
alternately appearing
and disappearing at a
signal from the ope-
rator,

On  one occasion
Peter, the Czar, was
present at a ““magical”

erformance of this

escription, and his
lively curiosity was
piqued by the singular
transformations he
witnessed.  There he

beheld a very
Proteus, now
with a fmman :
head, now
with that of a
lion, a tiger,
or o hear, a
whole mena-
gerie on the
shoulders of a
mortal. The
Czar, impa-
tient at being
unable to de-
tect the cheat
(for he had no
faith in any
supernatural
influence), cut
the Gordian
knot which he'
could not un-
ravel, and by
two heavy
kicks on one
of the pancls
of the myste-
Eious chami
er, surprisec
a wi]]g?boar
as he was
changing into
a goat |
The accom-
anying il-
ustrations
explain  the
mystery, TFig.
3 furniching
a view of
the chamber
in which the
phenomenon
is exhibited,
the secret of
which Czar Peter so imperiouslylearnt. There we
have a trap-door in the ceiling, carefully concealdd
by the decorations ; to this trap is attached a chair
frecisaly similar to that which is placed opposite
he spectator, but in a reversed position. On this
reversed chair is the animal—s stuffed specimen
usually, changeahle at pleasure—which is intended
to surprise the spectator, whose attention has
to be imperceptibly drawn from the chair on
the ground to thé chair on the eciling; so
that while he is in reality observing one object,
he may be led to suppose that he is Tooking at an
other. The manner of produeing this optical deln-
sion is exceedingly smple. It is furnished by
triatg?ula.r prism, one of the faces of which is hoi-
zontal, and the axis of which is placed parallel to the
partition. Fig. 4 shows the position of ¥, the rism,
and the manner in which it corrvects by a reflection
of the reversed image. A Ais the partition divid-
ing the spectator from the secret chamber ; Cisthe
aperture, The -prism is moved by a slide, n B ;
moving in a groove, ¢ @ ; pierced by an opening, D,

Fia, 2.
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Opposite this prism is a flab glass, in which
the reversed object is reflected in its natural
position, and the shifting of this prism, easily
accomplished by a string or wire, directs the eye of

Fia, 4,

the spectator from the real object—as, for instance,
the operator himself in the chair—to the reflected
image of the reversed object on the ceiling, It
will be seen from this that the whole ‘‘mystery” is
amere conjuring trick, the effect of which, upon the
credulous or ignorant, would be to fill them with an
aswful sense of the supernatural ; but it is a trick =o
simple, that a schoolboy would laugh at it when
once explained. : ;

Such applications of natural science by the magi-
cians, &e. &e., of old, easily account for the
singular effects they are said to have produced ;
they were cunning fellows, deluding their ignorant
dupes by optical or other philosophical experiments,
and they were nothing more.

LES LANDES.

SoME of the finest scenery in Franee is to be found
among the Pyrenees. In the warm glow of the
sunny atmosphere the loftiest heights are clothed
with verdure to the very top, and even the preeipi-
tous rocks are coverad with brushwood ; the el}_:a
wanders over a vast sea of undulating foliage ; the
meadows on the slopes resemble English lawns;
irrigation and sunshine prolong the beautiful fresh-
ness of the spring into the summer and autumn ;
“hill, dale, wood, inclosure, streams, lakes, and
scattered farms, are mingled into a thousand deli-
cious landscapes.”

The extreme beauby of Limousin and the Pyrences
offers a singular contrast to the desert of Languedoc,
Provence, and Gascony, and especially to that por-
tion of the country known as Les Landes.

The department of Les Landes is one of the largest
and poorest in France. Its chief feature is the
extensive tract of waste land, which occupies about
four-fifths of its entire area. Excepting on the
margin of the Garonne, where there are some of
the finest vineyards in the world, Les Landes appa-
rontly produce nothing but heath, furze, and pines,
with a few patehes of barley, and a little maize.
‘Water is searce, and the surface of the ground is
coverad with a dull, ash-coloured sand. Les Landes
are bounded, towards the sea, by a chain of sandy
downs, called dunes, These arve formed by the loose,
shifting sand thrown up by the sea, and extend to
1he height of more than 100 feet for about 150
niles along the coast. The shifting nature of these
sand hills is the cause of the poverty of theinha-
hitants of the distriet, gnd is highly injurious to
ordinary vegetation. According to the prevailing
winds, they are continually changing in form and
position, and, occasionally, immense masses of sand,
as in the deserts of Africa, are whirled over the
country, sometimes producing the most serions con-
sequences. By a sandy inundation of this deserip-
tion, the town and church of Mimizan were completely
overwhelmed. ‘Che formation of the diunes has also
stopped up the outlets of several small rivalets, and
formed, in conseguence, a number of lagoons, the
lavzest of which is about six or seven miles in length.
The goil, thus deprived of ordinary irrigation, is de-

endent on the moisture of the rainy season. This

asts about four months, and during that time the
depressed portions of Les Landes are flooded with

A SHEPHERD OF LES LANDES ON HIS STILTS,

water, which, as soon as the dry season sets in, are
coverad with slime and sand, making so many pit-
falls for those who have to cross the conntry. 'These
are called hlvuses, and are exceedingly dangerous to
strangers.

Man, however, adapts himself, and iz so consti-
tuted that he is enabled to do so, to whatever
country he may inhabit. He makes himself ab
home in the tropics or in the arctic regions ; and
while the lower animals are adapted to particular
localities and climates, man adapts himself toall, In
Les Landes, for example, the treacherous blowuses and
the loose sind make it necessary for those who would
travel securely to walk upon stilts | For individuals
to pass all their ont-door life on such contrivances
appears singular enough to us; but use is second
nature, and to those accustomed to them, the stilts
of Les Landes are no more eccentric than walking-
gticks, or high-heeled boots. By the aid of stilts,
the shepherds of Les Landes are enabled to look
after their ill-conditioned flocks with ease and safety.
The elevation thus attained gives them, of course, a
wider view of their sandy pasture, and prevents
their losing sight of their lean and hungry charge.
Tt renders their progress, also, far more rapid, as,
with very little exertion on their part, they can wallk
faster on their wooden supports than a horse at a
hard trot! They walk over the prickly bushes,
carefully avoid the blouwses, and save their shoes
from filling with the warm, dry sand. They carry
with them a long pole, which serves them as a seat,
the end being easily stuck into the und, and
the shepherd, erowning the odd tripod, comfortably
knitting stockings all day long !

The peasants of Les Landes are early accus-
tomed to the use of these stilts, and are very expert
in their use. They endure many privations in ac-
commodating themselves to the barren country in
which they live, the want of water being the most
severe. Their clothing is of the ronghest, their food
of the coarsest, and their lodgings of the humblest
deseription. The shepherd in the accompanyin
sketeh is a well-dressed fellow in comparison with
the appearance of the people generally. A sheep-
gkin is the common atiire, and a sheepskin, with a
little straw, forms the ordinary bed af night. They
are said to be grossly ignerant, and physically and
L mentally degraded, but nothing better could be ex-

ected from the secluded condition in which they
Etwa s0 long remained.

The physical charactér of Les Landes renders the
old mode of travelling by coach and posk horees next
to impossible ; but the railway is effecting a revolu-
tion in the country, and establishing direct com-
munication between this locality and other parts of -
the empire. Civilisation, heralded by the shriek of
the railway whistle, will rapidly bring about an
entire change in Les Landes; new systems of agri-
culture will be introduced, improvements in all
descriptions of industry will take place, the mest
formi&a,ble natural diffienlties will be overcome, and
the whole condition of the people ameliorated. The
conquest of this vast country, the subjugation of
the dunes and Llouses, which occupy a thirty-sixth
part of the whole French empire, is an ‘“idea’” for
which French economists would do well to go to war
with the sterility of the soil and the ifnorance of

its peasanis,
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inz, Iaid my head against her side, as one does o
petted child, and smoothed the tangled enrls back
from my burning brow..

¢ There, now, you look a hundred pounds bebter ;
but it won't do, your staying here alene doing
nothing ; you must Eﬂ out and see the sights, as
mounseer says; and talking of that, puis me in
mind, Mounseer told me to tell you that there’s to
e the grandest sincer that ever was heard ab the
Opera next week, and, if you choose, he can get you
a ticket to go, and me too, if you dislike to go
slone, and wouldn't be ashamed. No, 1o, don't be
angry—1 didw't mean thab; ——Well, never
mind ; it was silly 3 bub I know the Opera’s a grand
place, where only gentlefolks go, and it wouldn't be
o very wonderful thing if you didn't choose to be
saen theve in company with a person like me.” -

“Tf T were well enough and strong emough to
scold you, Mary, fortalking such nonsense, I would.”
~ «Well, it would be worth while beering the
scolding, for the sake of seeing how yor look when
you're doing it. Bubnow we'll put it off till you're
better, and you shall take a cup of tea (Mary’s inva-
riable panacea for all ailments), and tell me what
day you will go—Wensday-?"

% No; I would rather not go af all.”

“Oh | but you must. You'll be moped to death
here, if you shub yourself upso. And poormounseer
will be so hurt ! gethinh such a deal about you.”

¢ F¢'s very good; but I think I must decline his
kind offer.” : :

“Why? But never mind tonight. ¥ou can't
talk, I seo; so take this, and let me put yon to bed;
that's the fittest place for you now.”

The next morning; as might be ex@;cstad, I rose
quite as weary as [ had lain down. events of
the last few days had haunted me all nﬁ%:, and the
weakness from which I had suffered at Ellerslie, and
which T had apparently surmounted, seemed onea
more creeping over me.

Scemed, I say; for I do not suppose it really was
03 bub mental suffering is certain, sooner or later,
to affect the body; and when the latter is unem-
ployed, and the former hag nothing but sorrow to feed
on—nothing to divert it from dwelling upon its own
griofs—it cannot be otherwise than that both should
suffer., People talk of the fatigue of work; but,
oh! whabis it to the utter exhaustion of idleness—
the perfect misery of having nothing to do! What-
aver real trouble one has, indolencs doubles: what-
ever we have not, it invents and supplies.

For almost every care I have ever known, activity
—work, has been the only trne comforter. Others
raay soothe for a time; bub the onfy real help comes
from ourselves. And thisiswhy I think we see so few
of what are called broken hearts and hypochondriacs
among the poor. They have no time o fancy, bub
for daily bread’s sake must address themselves ab
onece to the tasks before them; and reaping Gop's
promised blessing upon labour, find their Lealing
1 it

Too much ofanything must be bad, and too
mch work is not exempt from the universal rule;
hut of the two evils, too much idleness is éfinstely
the worst, and most deegly to be pitied.

. ‘And oh, how thoroughly I felt this, shut up alone
in that wretched London.attic, like a caged and
fretted bird, with nothing to do. I do not think I
was ill, bodily ill, although T thought so then—only
weary and tired, craving for action, for anything to
+think of but myself, anything to do but pace up and
down, up and down that miserable room, imagining
myself sicker and weaker every hour. Work, if i
had been but the seullion’s trade, would have been
a blessing and a boon; for in the silence came
thoughts of home, of Fulke, my mother, and of
Harry Somerset, until the room, peopled with their
images, and instinet with their voices, grew almost
intolerable.

A% Iast, however, Heaven sent a momentary relief.

Thera was a low, gentle tap npon the door, and
answering my permission to come in, a young
woman about five-and-twenty, whom I had fwice
met on the stairs, entered the'room.

T poo your pardon,” she snid, *“for this infru-
sion and the request I am going to make, but I am
in so ‘much diffieulty at this moment, that T have
ventured to come and ask your help.”

¢ Pray make no apology; if I can assist youl
shall be glad to do so. hat is the matter? Yon
live in this house, I think "

«Vos, in the room below this. I am aday worker
for o house in the City, and not having been very
wall lately, my employers have kindly allowed me
to bring iy work home, and let my sister help me.
Sha has been living with me while her mistress was
oub of town, but last night the lady returned unex-
pectadly; and Elizawas sent for: and T haye a greal

dieal of work nnfinished, which I cannotin a minute
oot help todo; so I thought—I'm sure I beg your
pardon if I take too great a liberty—that if you
were nob busy, p/raps you wonldn't mind ——"

&1 ghall be very glad; I have nothing to do,
and ?!mll be thankful for employment. = Shall I go
now?”

“If you please, bub * and she hesitated a
moment, then resumed with o nervons laugh, “I
don’t think you're used to going out o work.”

< No, but what of that! I have nodoubtI can
do what you want.”

0, yes, yes, I was nob thinking of that ; only, if
you are not accustomed $o wark, you will think the
pay 80 yery small.”

Perhaps not ; at any rate, I can fry if.”

8o you can, and inly it will be doing e a
great servies.”

“Very well, I will come.”

And §o, without further talk or questioning, T
went—the prandchild of the proudest mam in
Engiand-—to earn my first sixpence, as a poor
needle-woman’s assistant ! Z
* And surely, no one of the class before, however
famished and homeless, was ever more | for
+the opportunity than I was; for, besides the
of employment, which might—at least until some-
thing better turned np—suffice to keep me from
starvation, the very oceupation was a relief. Running
up those long seams, and striving not to pucker; it was
impossible to dwell upon the nearer and dﬂefaoer sor-
rows which had previously distracted e ; listen-
ing silently to all my loyers instructions and
Rimfessiona.l gossip, aneedotes of her companions in

18, ’g workroom, the bad and good seasons,
and other gimilar topics of interest, it was vain o
hearken for the echoss of those bewildering voices,
which had seunded so' maddeningly in the room

above. (T'o Be continued.)

-

POPULAR DELUSIONS.

ASTROLOGY AND FORTUNE-TELLING.

To 1ift the veil of the future which has been merei-
fully placed before us, has been, and still iz, the
morbid desire of a large number of individuals; and
to pander to this ill-regulated desire by cunnin
+riclcs and ridienlous pretensions, has been, and sti
18, t“?:: practice of astrologers; seers, fortune-tellers,
e

Astrology vests on tho absurd assumplion that
man's destiny is written in the stars, and that by
caleulation we may discover all the good and evil
fortune which awaits us through life. The vanity
and folly of the theory are seli-evident. * Science
teaches ns that the stars are worlds, some of them
much larger than our own; that of these shar-
worlds there are thousands, ferhaps millions, in the
heavens: and we are asked by the astrologers to
hielieve that these worlds—asuns, stars, and systems
—have heen created fo show us whether we shall
be happy or miserable, prosperous or uafortunate,
during that brief period which is alletbed to human
life !

The astrologer distributes the stars into various
places, regulated by the signs of the zodiac, and

retends to ascertain by their position at the exact

onr and minute of a human birth, what will be the
fate of the poor mortal born into the world. He
malkes o mysterious-looking draught, or, as he says,
‘¢ easts the nativity,” showing us theresult, and calls
upon us to be silly enough to believe that we may take
this as o prophetic hisory of onr future life. The
varions parts of the heavens occupied by the signs of
the zodiac theastrologer calls houses : thus we have
the houses of life, riches, brethren, parents, children,
health, marriage, death, religion, dignities, friends,
and enemies. Theastrologersarenotagreed exactlyas
%o the proper mode of arranging these ““houses ;7 and
it is not worth while to inquire here into any of their
little differsmces. All that isnecessary to notice is
the fact that the position of the planets in these
vavious houses is supposed o show what will hap
b anybody born at any particular moment. Bearing
this in mind, we can easily detect the absurdity of
the delusion.

1t happens not unfrequently that two, three, ora
dozen or more people are bern exactly at the same
moment. Now, according to astrology, the very
same things ought to happen to edch one of them,
and as this does not take place, the folly of the
whole thing is evident.

Notwithstanding this very simple fest, astrology
has in former ages exercised — and does exercise
still 0 g certain limitad extent—immense influence
over the minds of the credulous, and its professors

have been consulted by kings and princes as well
as by their poor illiterate sugje :

Catherine de Medicis of France was particularly
attached to this oceult science, and consulted Nos-
tradamus, her magician in ordinary, on all im.
portant questions,

Nostradamus also exercised his art in producing
retended supernatural appearances by the ju-
cious application of in philosophical prin-
ciples. A few days before the death of Henry IL
of France, Nostradamus tpei*mitted his royal mis-
tress to behold Henry of Navarre geated on the
throne of France, and gained much credit and
gome risk by the catastrophe which followed —
namely, the death of the reigning king. In this
instance, of course, Nos us was nob sup-
posed 1o, act as a mecromancer, bub as a wizard,
who, by magical spells, could produce in his conse- -
crated mirror the image of whomsoever he would—
to exchibit the shadows of coming ovents. What he
 ghowed fo Catherine de Medicis was an apparition
of the living, not an apparition of the dead. The
method he adopted was exeeedingly simple. Avail-
ing himself of the laws of optics with regard to the
angle oii;nci&emodand. reflection, he first d?zfz all pr:-
paved his crowned king, carefully attending to the
“make up ;" next, he arranged two 1ooki.ng%glasses
at a convenient angle, so that the image received in
the one was reflected on the other, and was thus
presented to the eyes of the eredulous observer.

The common saying, that “two of a trade never
agree,” might be illustrated by the history of the
astrologers. Many a time have they fallen ouk
among themselves as to what should come here-
after, and have so mocked and abused the credulity
of mankind, that all ages have by experience de-
tected the falschood of their pretences. For
example, Nostradamus, with his magical glass, was
supposed to predict the death of Henry IL.; but
Cardan and Gauricus, two lights of astrology. fore-
told for their rayal master a happy old age. Henry,
as we all know, Eerished at a tournament, in the
flower of his youth.

A few instances of the false predictions of astro-
logers, magicians, &e., may be here appropriately in-
troduced. .

Zica, of Arabia, was promised by his seers long
Tife to persecute the Christians, and died the very
year of the predietion.

Albumazar, the oracle of astrology, left in writ-
ing that he found the Uh.rist;ian‘reliﬁl:tn according to
the influence of the stars, should la l’jut'one thou-
sand four hundred years: he has been belied four
hundred years already ! "

In 1524 the astrologers foretold the destruction
of the world by water,in consequence of the greal
conjunction- of Saturn, Jupiter, and Mars in the
zodiacal sign Pisces. The world survived the pre-
dietion ! E

Tt was forstold of a constable of France that he
should crozs the Alps, and die before a besieged city
in the eighty-third year of hisage, or if hesurvived
the sigm, should live to above a hundred. He did
not cross the Alps, and died in his bed aged eightg-
four! Without referring to more of these ab-
surd predictions, which have established their own
falsehood and thefolly of their propounders, e may
mention the case of that astrologer who foretold in a
sudden manner the death of his princely employer.
% Dispose, sir,” said he, **of your affairs withwhat
speed you may, for it is'im‘gﬂssihle that you should
live long in thisworld.” “ Why so ?” said the prince.
“ Becanse,” replied the other, ““the stars, whosze
sight and position on your birth-day I have well
observed, threaten you, and that not obsmmalg, with
death.” ““Well,” said the prinee, * you who believe
in these birth-day stars, how long are youto live
through the bounty of the fates?” The astrologer
| answered that he had ma.ng years before him;

whereupon the prince ordered him to instant execu-
cution; and triumphed over both ietions, by
hanging the astrologer and living himself to a good
old age!’

The astrologers were, of course, usnally careful to
predict what was likely..

When, however, the subject of the prediction wag
far off, the astrologer m.igflt- safely give the reins fo
his faney, and indulge in any speculations he thought
proper. Thus, in 1203, a monk predicted that an
earthqualke should swallow up London in 1842, Dr.
Tee followed in the same strain, and declared that
this dreadful eatastrophe would take place—which,
of eourse, did not happen.

Another plan of the astrologers was to speak in
obscure language, which would admit of almost any
interpretation.

Lilly averred that a prophecy inGreek character
foratold all the disasters of the Cromwellian civil
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war, and ended by a prediction of the Restoration,
couched in these singular terms—* And after Km
shall come a dead man, and with him & royal € of
the best blood in. the world, and he shall have the
crown, and set Enpland on the right way.” The
meaning of which was declared to be the restora-
tion of Charles II., thus:—*Monkery being ex-
tinguished, and the Lord-General's name being
Monk, is the dead man. The royal C (the
gamma of the Greek answering to the C of the
HRoman alphabet) is Charles II., who, from his ex-
traction, may he said to be of the hest blood in the
world.” If such interpretations as this were to bo
admitted, any sort of jargon might be made to
foretell any imaginable events. Why might not the
astrological prediction mean that after all the
troubles of cinil war, and the termination of the
Stuart dynasty in the person of Queen Anne, the
dead man, that is to say, the aj parently dead branch
of the old royal family in Igmovar, should come,
and with it a royal G (George 1., of course), who
came of the best blood in the world! Surely one
interpretation would be as good as the other.

We have been threatene
carthquakes that have never happened ; with fier
destruetions which have not taken place ; and wit]
events, “looming in the future,” which never grati-
fied their prophets by assuming a tangible form. At
the front of a widely-circulated almanac we have,
every year, the history of the next twelve months, in
crude outline and gaudy colouring, hieroglyphic pic-
tures, capable, like ancient oracles, of n.{most any
interpretation. Human nature appears to retain its
credulity with immense tenacity ; and the diviner,
with commendable caution, toadopt a style of pro-
pheey capable of any interpretation.

‘When Creesus sent to Degnhos to know if his em-
pire and government should be durable or not, the
answer he received was, that he was secure until a
mule should reign over the Medes. After he was
overcome, he sent o Delphos to upbraid the oracle

for deceiving him ; but Apollo sent him word that |

by the mule he meant Cyrus, because he was born
ot parents of two different nations! °

In this style of adaptation, Apollo is humbly imi-
tated by the writers of hierogtjﬁhic history, and the
predicters by horoscope or cards of future events,
and yet these, nevertheless, find dupes by tens of
thousands,

Various are the methods by which modern tellers
profess to read the future. We have some instances
in which weird women have beguiled poor servant-

in our own days with

MARY DE MEDICIS AND NOSTRADAMUS,

girls into a belief that their best clothes for holidays
and Sundays must be intrusted to the sybil's keeping,
ostensibly to. be the subject of an incantation at
twelve o’clock at night, but really—as the deluded
wench finds out in fime—to be pledgzed at the pawn-
broker’s, or sold at a wardrobe shop. There are
other fortune-tellers who carefully avoid direct theft,
but who, in taking current coin to read the future—
the crossing of their hands with a piece of silver—
are unquestionably obtaining money under false pre-
tences, They pretend to tell their dupe's fortune by
the lines on the palm of the hand ; but can any per-
son, after a moment's reflection, believe the thing
possible? Cards are also another very common mode
of telling fortunes, and these bits of pasteboard—
these specimens of block printing—are represented
as being the medium employed for the revelation of
the future ! In solemn silence the cards are to be
shuffled (shuffling in fortune-telling being a most
important proceeding) ; then to be dealt into three
packets ; then arranged, face uppermost, in certain
rows, after which the reading begins, and we are told
something like this—that a dark man (the king of
spades)isin love with—that is to say, he has several
good hearts towards her—a fair woman (the queen of
diamonds); close to them is the wedding ring (ace of
diamonds) and here is the house (the acéof hearts),
and here (several diamonds coming togrether) a little
bit of property ! The absurdity of all this is trans-
parent, but itis a humiliating fact that amid the
boasted enlightenment of the nineteenth century,
suchabsurdities should be eredited, as we know they
are, It is not for us to read the future—either by

| the stars in the heavens, or by the figure on a play-

ing card—and happy for us is it that such is the
case. Wereit'possible, how many lives would be
embittered by the shadow of approaching sorrow !
and how much interest in present duty would be
lost by knowing the fixed result of failure or success!
The popular delusions on this subject have been and
still are extravagant in their character: they have
associated the exiraordinary phenomena of Nature
with the common-place facts of a brief human life,
have poiuted to imaginary signs in the heavens
above and in the earth beneath, as progmostics of
some new-born child’s future destiny. What shall
we say of these omens? What, but the reply of
Hotspur to the hoastful folly of Glendower :—

“GLENDOWER: Atmy birth the frame and hugefonndation
of the earth shalced like a coward,

‘“Haorspur: Why, so it would have done if your mother's
cat had kttened, though yourself had ne'er been born,”

DO V.ER.

HOMEWARD-BOUND vessels, sailing up chantiel with
a favourable breeze, pass close to the more pro-
minent poinis of the English shore., Very cheer-
ing to the tired voyaier is this near view of the
white cliffs, and the whiter towns nestling beneath
them, as on a summer evening he stands, telescope
in hand, and spies out the loungers along the
shore of some southern watering-place ; and they,
for their part, enjoy a new sensation, as they look
curiously at the new arrival from the other side of
the world, gliding smoothly and rapidly by, and
wonder what news she brings,

To the persons upon her deck there is no object
more striking along the line of coast than the town
and castle of I}cwel:, the fine position of which can
only be fully appreciated by those who have seen it
from a similar point of view. Standing at nearly the
narrowest point of the channel, enjoying great natural
advantages, and having been fortified by the labours
of successive generations, Dover may be regarded as
the key to the national defences. As the great
thoroughfare to ~the continent, and the point of
departure of the French mails, its commercial imn-
portance is considerable; and even apart from the
circumstances to which we have alluded, the his-
torical associations connected with the town must
always render it an object of interest.

Dover, as every one knows, is one of the Cingue
Ports, a name given to an association of towns on the *
south coast wﬂch have enjoyed, from very ancient
times, special privileges and immunities. It is
supposed ihat these privileges were originally con-
ferred by Edward the Confessor; but it is certain
that they existed, in some shape or other, before the
Norman Conquest. Dover, Sandwich, and Romney
only being mentioned in Domesday-book, it has
been inferred that these three towns were banded
together in the first instance. If so, William the
Conqueror promptly improved the existing organisa-
tion, for the purpose of securing a communication
with the Continent, and added two other towns,
Hythe and Hastings, giving to the whole the nama
of the Cinque Ports, or five ports. Before the reign
of Henry III., two other ports, Winchelsea and Rye,
were admitted to equal privileges, and to each of
the principal ports was attached a subordinate port,
called a member of it. Strange to say, the changes
in the coast line since that period have been so greatas
wholly to change the position of many of the Cinque
Ports.  Rye and Romney, which once stood upon the
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binds me to the marriage. I may die, but I will
never yield.”

¢ All is over, then ; I plead no more.”

“That is well; it is folly to rage against the
inevitable. The waves may dash themselves to foam
against their barriers, but the rocks move not.”

“True, and tAerefore—what shall I sing 1”

And tossing over the great heap of music beside
me, careless of the question I had asked, I selected a
difficult and rattling bravura, under cover of the noise
of which I strove to avoid any further conversation.

And thus day after day went on for a week,
until at last the dreaded words were spoken, and
after one more vehement appeal to his good feeling
and honour, one more attempt to escape the hateful
part I seemed destined to play, it was arranged that
the ceremony of marriage should be performed at a
quiet little church in the immediate neighbourhood,
and that from thence we should proceed to Italy.

As T expected, Mr. Meredith did not yield the
first point without some difficulty, insisting that
the rite should take [{ﬂace in the house, that a
special licence should be procured, and an old
schoolfellow of his own officiate.

But this, as it would have destroyed all my hopes
and plans, I of course resisted, and so strongly, that
in the end Mr. Meredith, finding opposition useless,
and believing, moreover, that after all it was a
matter of very minor consequence, gave up the
point, and agreed to my stipulation.

Then eame a brief resting space—a pause in the
life of persecution I had endured so long ; and, oh!
how thoroughly I enjoyed it.

But for the fears for the future, which, do as I
would, T could not wholly banish, I should have been

comparatively happy ; for I had books, music, flowérs,,

and drawings ; everything but liberty and the privi-
lege of sol?flf:f : ﬁlt ﬂngsa great drs;w'backs bore
casily, knowing how soon they would be removed.

And yet, as the time wore on, and the day for
the full accomplishment of my plot approached ; as
the preparations I could not prevent, and the con-
versations about the future which I could not
gilence, commenced, and progressed, I grew more
and more desponding,

Fear, lest my last hope should fail me, and by

some untoward accident I should be unable to put
my plan into execution;
amounted toloathing, against profiting by the lavish
generosity of the man I was preparing to deceive, and
who would new have heaped the richest and rarest
things upon me; a sick, nervous dread of the fast
coming trial, upon which so much depended, all
combined to make me wrefched: and when the
beautiful materials for dress and ornament, needful
for the position I was supposed to occupy, were
brought to me to choose from, I shrank away with
such indescribable repugnance, as called forth ex-
pressions of the greatest astonishment from the
woman who was still my sole attendant, and
through whom everything reached me.

By?ler assistance the ﬁattem of my dress had
been obtained, from which the graceful bridal and
travelling robes were made; and extreme, indeed,
was her mortification, when, persisting in my refusal
to admire or try them on, I peremptorily bade her
carry them from my sight. -

The gown I wore (that which I had brought
from Ellerslie, and which was the only one I
possessed) was oppressively heavy and warm, and
it would have been a real comfort to change it
for something better suited to the season; but
although the value of many offered to me was
very ftrifling, I could no more have accepted
one—advantaged myself in the very least at his
cost—than I could have laid myself voluntarily
beneath the wheels of Juggernaut.

And so the last day came, and with its very com-
mencement a great annoyance, although arising
from a petty source.

(To be continued.)

THE APPROACHING SOLAR ECLIPSE.

AMONG the varied phenomena of Nature, none
possess ter interest to the reflective mind than
the revelations of astronomy. That science unfolds
a series of constangg-recurriug events, which, in a
peculiar manner, belong only to itself, and stand
out in striking contrast to the many natural beanties
exhibited throughout the universe. The range of
observation is not confined to a few objects, but,
on the contrary, is so expansive, as to present con-
tinuall somcging or other to excite onr thonghts
and en our knowledge of thelaws which govern
the distant orbs of the solar system. Thus, at one
time, to the practical astronomer, transits of Venus

an aversion, which.

or Mercury occur, and the world of science verifies
the exactness of the prediction of the event, At
other times the phenomenon called an occultation
of a star by another celestial body takes place, asin
the case of the one which oceurred on the evening
of the 2nd of January, 1857, when the brilliant
planet Jupiter was occulted or eclipsed behind the
more radiant body of the moon, exactly at the
moment science had predicted ; and those possessed
of telescopes of even small dimensions had an
opportunity which seldom oceurs of witnessing the
interesting spectacle. ionally, as if to revive
in the popular mind some attention to astronomy, a
brilliant comet appears for a few months, and ex-
cites the curiosity of all by the complicated questions
connected with its physical constitution and appear-
ance. More frequently, eclipses of the sun and
moon happen, and the interest is universal, in
comparison with other celestial phenomena which
require the nuse of powerful instruments to insure
their visibility. Perhaps it may be said, that few
of the wonders of the science of astronomy have a
more striking effect on Nature than a solar eclipse.
The busy world, contented withthe mere fact of the
prediction of the event, occupies itself with its
every-day cares, and is at the appointed moment
aroused from its apathy by the spectacle which re-
minds its beholders of the exact period having been
foretold with an accuracy which excites justly the
admiration and respect of the beholder.,  Although
these phenomena frequently ocour, yet very rarely
does it happen that they are visible in England; and
it is only at wide intervals that'a total eclipse is wit-
nessed in this country. Occasionally, when the
expectations of those whose minds are gess deyoted
to the more minute details of science are raised to
the extreme, the expectation is disappointed from
the unfavourable statg of the atmosphere. Such
was the case with the Tast solar eclipse of March 15,
1858.  'Great preparations were made in various
parts of the kingdom to witness the phenomenon,
yet it was a failure, so far as the general expecta-
tion was concerned. Enough, however, was afforded
to convince the beholder of the fact of itsogenrrence,
and to encourage the ideathat future eclipses would
bemorefavourably observed. Once more will thisop-
portunity oceur on the afternoon of the 18th of July,
of the character termed a partial eclipse. The first
contact of the dark shadow of the moon with the
sun will occur at London at 1.38 p.m.; the middle
of the eclipse will be at 2.48; and the total dis-
appearance at 3.53 f.m. Supposing the sky be not
obscured with clouds, as in the years 1851 and 1858,
the time of the occurrence could not be more favour-
able, as the sun will then be shining in its greatest
lustre very near the meridian, and the results
attending the partial deprivation of its light will be
more strikingly exhibited. The following remarks
are calculated to excite curiosity as to the subject of
eclipses, especially those which have recently oc-
curred,

In the infancy of the world, not the least difficult
of the problems encountered by the astronomer, in
endeavouring to reconcile the confusion which then
characterised the motions of the heavenly bodies, was
thecircumstance thatat uncertain intervalsthe bright
orb of day became obscured, the face of Nature un-
derwent a momentary cha.n%e, and what had before
sparkled with radiance and beauty, was now clothed
in the darkness of night ; while at the same time,
hardly were the sensesaware of the fact, the brilliancy
of daylight once more returned, and charmed the
beholder with bothaweand admiration. The thought
might arise in the mind of some bold genius—* Are
these difficulties capable of explanation, and will
the time ever arrive when posterity will clearly com-
prehend the cause?” At that time there seemed no
possibility of a realisation of the physical causes
which governed matters so remote as the motions of
the heavenly bodies. Yet in the present day, we
are not only acquainted with the reason, but are
enabled to caleulate backward the recurrence of all
eclipses, and to predict for some centuries the exact
moment of those which are to come. To investigate
the reasons which have gradually brought about
this result is at all times interesting, but especially
so at the present moment.

The first race of mankind were more favourably
situated for astronomical research than the votaries
of science in our own time. They had not the power-
ful instruments which we possess to bring near the
remote objects of the far-off star-dust ; yet they, in
their day, were enabled, in a clearer atmosphere, and
living to greater ages than are now allowed to mwen,
to attain to asurprising degree of knowledge, almost
equalling in comparison that achieved in our own
times. ‘T'o classify the fixed stars, and arrange them
into constellations ; to extricate from confusion the

regular and exact laws which now so clearly exhibit
the phases of the moon ; to distinguish the planets
from the fixed stars, and to determine the time of
their revolution round their primary ; and, finally,
to predict the eclipses of the sun and moon with
any degree of accuracy—all these were the work of
a lifetime, such as could, in fact, only be achieved
bya cFa.‘.-ﬁarch. The Chaldean shepherds, after the
Flood, living in the open air, very naturally paid
much attention to astronomy, and it is to them we
are probably indebted for the first successful pre-
diction of an eclipse. They could have arrived at
that pitch of perfection only by an attentive obser-
vation of the phases of the moon: first, she appeared
in the western sky in the shape of a fine crescent of
light; gradually the crescent inereased to the half-
circle ; and, finally, became of a circular form, ex-
actly in the opposite region of the heavens. Thus
the times of change were made known, and the
ohservers were enabled to predict their ocourrence.
As years rolled round, and the heavenly bodies were
watched with more and more interest, it began to be
remarked that an eclipse of the sun only ocemred at
the time of new moon, and, vice versé, an eclipse of
the moon was never visible but at full moon. Paut-
ting all these facts together, what more natural con-
clusion conld be arrived at than that the deprivation
of the light of the sun and moon was caused by the
interposition of some dark, opaque body between it
and the earth? This could be proved by a close
examination of the relative positions of the sun and
moon at the oceurrence of the next eclipse, and the
hypothesis—a bold one at that early age—would
either stand ‘or fall. This was found to be correct,
and here was a great step gained in the field of re-
search, to the still further development of which
the anxious astr gave his attention. All this
time the discoveries of one man were transmitted
to his descendants, and from one tribe to another,
until we come down to the time of the Greeks,
whose philesophers were accustomed to regard
astronomical matters with a degree of superstition
which contrasts strongly with the feelings enter-
taired by men in the present day. Thales, a dis-
tinguished philosopher, who lived about 600 years
before the éh'ristia.n era, in the course of his travels
in Egypt-and other places had acquired much in-
formation, and was led to communicate the result
of his researches to the inhabitants of his own
nation; and under this impulse he formed a school
called the Jorian school. His knowledge of astro-
nomy was such that in the year 585 B.0. he pre-
dicted an eclipse of the sun, which is recorded by
Herodotus; and which put a stop to the war between
the Medes and the Lybians. This prediction was
confined only to the year, and not—as in our own
day—to the very minute of its occurrence. At the
time the eclipse occurred which Thales predicted—
which was to happen at Sardis or Miletus, in Asia—
the same phenomenon was visible in North America,
the southern parts of France, Italy, and even Athens,
and not unlikely at Babylon. When an historical
event is mentioned as occurring at the time of one of
these remarkable eclipses, our astronomers can now
calculate the time when the event happened, and in
many cases verify the correctness of the record.
Some traditions of observations of eclipses by
Chinese historians have been handed down to our
times. At a very early period much attention was
paid to astronomy in China, and the labours of those
who devoted their lives to such studies were some-
times rewarded with successful predictions of
eclipses. From the year 164 of the Christian era,
the study of astronomy in China fell into disrepute
for some centuries, and on that account too much
stress cannot be laid on Chinese observations of
eclipses, which may be as much exaggerated as the
age of their empire. This remark will not apply to
the aceuracy of the Grecian observations, which are
generally found correct. In the first year of the
Peloponnesian war, Thucydides informs us that a
solar eclipse happened on the afternoon of a sum-
mer’s day, the effect of which was so preat that many
of the stars were visible. This eclipse must have
happened in the year 431 B.c. ; and, by computation,
it appears that on the 3rd of August in that year, a
signai eclipse passed over Athens, corresponding
very nearly to the account of Thucydides,

(o be continued.)

POPULAR DELUSIONS.

MESMER AND THE MAGNETISERS.
THE ridiculous pretensions of the astrologers were
in some degree rivalled by the professors of animal
magnetism, who declared that all diseases were
curable by their mysterious art,
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Paracelsus and Van Helmont industriously pro-
mulgated all kinds of magnetie and sympathetic
cures, and made the most impudent assertions about
the wonderful works which they pretended to have
accomplished, charging those who declined to accept

their statements with drowsiness, iguorance, and

obstinacy. The theory
of the magnetisers
was, that there existed
among all bodies a
certain magnetical or
attractive agreement, a
sort of sympathy be-
tween all natural things,
and that a proper appli-
cation of this prineiple
led to the most astonish-

in§ results.
‘Intheyear1639alittie
book was published,
under the fitle of *The
Symsathetioal Powder
of Edricius Mohynus, of
Eburo,”inwhich wounds
were said to be curable
without the use of ordi-
nary remedies.  The
writer  professed to
trace the cure to the
sympathetic action of
the stars, but other
writers on the same
subject averred that the
cure depended more on
the directing will of
the operator, than on
astrological influence.
Without wasting time
in exposing the folly of
either statement, we
need only observe that
anyindividual possesser
of common sense will
e convinced of the ab-
surdity of the maguet-
isers' pretensions, by ex-
amining the practical
pacts of their system.

The magnet, or load-
stone, was regarded as
the main-stay of the
magneticsystem. Hel-
mont says that the back
of the loadstone, as it
repulses iron, so also it
removyes gout, swellings,
rheumatism—likewiseit ... -——....
preventsthe cramp. Paracelsussays thatacure might
be effected in various ways, but one specimen will
suffice;—*‘Take a magnetim regnated with mummy,
and mixed with rich earth ; in this earth sow some
seeds that have a congruity or homogeneity with
the disease; then let this earth, on sifted and
mixed with mummy, be laid in an earthen vessel ;
let the seed commitfed fo it be watered daily
with a lotion in which the diseased limb or body
has been washed. Thus will the discase be (ranus-
planted from the human body to the seeds which are in
the earth. Having done this, transplant the seeds
from the earthen vessel to the ground, and wait
till they begin tosprout into herbs; astiey increase the
diseasewilldiminish ; andwhen they lavearivoed at their
Full growth, it will disappear altogether. Uldericus
Balk declares that ¢ if thou shalt inclose the warm
b ood of the sick in the white and shell of an egg,
which is exposed o a nourishing warmth, and this
blood, being mixed with a piece of flesh, thoushalt
give to a hungry dog, the disorder departs from
thee into the dog.” Another writer tells us that
¢ the root of the Caroline thistle being plucked u
when full of juice and virtue, and tempered wif.g
the mummy of a man, will exhaust the powers and
natural strength oubt of a man, on whose shadow
thou shalt stand, into thyself.”  Again Paracelsus
gives a receipt for curing wounds given with a sharp
instrument :—*“Take,” says he, “of moss growing
on the head of a thief who has been hanged and lefs
in the air ; of real mummy, of human blood, of each
one ounce ; of human suet two ounces ; of linsced oil,
turpentine, and Armenian bole, of each two drachms;
raix all well in a mortar, and keep the salve in an
oblong narrow urn.” The method of cure was, to
apply this salve, not to the wound, but to the wea-
pon which cansed the wound, simply washing the
wound with clean water, and bandaging it with
linen rag.

It is not necessary to offer any serious refutation
to recipes when the ingredients are so abhorrent,

partake so much of the delusion of magic, and the
application of which was never made to the part
affected. Who would be silly enough to imagine
that he could draw out the goub with a loadstone,
transfer rheumatism to a plant, rid himself of any
disease by passing it over to a dog, acquire strength
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MESMER'S OPERATING ROOM.

from standing in the shadow of a healthy man, or
heal a wound by swaddling and anointing the lknife
which caused it? This last recipe of the weapon
created much confroversy when it first appeared ;
but as the wound was to be carefully cleaned every
day, one writer says, surgeons at this moment follow
exactly the same method, except anointing the
weapon !

After causing much excitement and deluding a
large number of people into a belief of their ex-
traordinary powers, the magnetisers lost much of
their popularity, which was, however, suddenly
revivecF by Father Hell and Anthony Mesmer, aboub
the year 1774, These men employed the loadstone
as o cure for disease, and invented a mechanical
contrivance of steel plates, which was applied to the
body of the patient. Of these two, Alesmer is the
best known, In 1766 he published a treatise on the
¢ Tnfluence of the Starsand Planets in the Cure of
Disease.” His publication was regarded only in the
licht of a reproduction of the doctrines of Paracelsus,
Van Helmont, &c., and did not attract theattention
which its author anticzipated. Mesmer then gave
out that he had restored the sight of a woman who
had been totally blind for years; but when the
matter was inquired into,the woman turned out to
be still stone blind, which Mesmer declared was
attributable to her own obstinacy | After the dis-
covery of this obvious cheat, Mesmer thought it
advisable to quit Vienna, and took up his abode in
Paris, in 1778. There he began to excite attention.
He taught that a universal fluid surrounded and
penetrated all bodies, and was the first cause of all
phenomena ; that man could change the movements
of this fluid, and augment or diminish the guantity
in other individuals. e gave to it the name of the
Animal Magnetic Fluid.

Mesmer established himself in Paris, and, sur-
rounded by everything of the most costly and
elegant deseription, received his patients, and

found his reputation rapidly extending. In a

large hall was an oval vessel, made of oak, four
or five feet in diameter, and one foot in depth.
Bottles, filled with magnetic water, well corked up
and disposed in radii, were laid at the bottom of
this vessel; water was poured upon them, and
iron filings thrown in, to heighten the mag-
netic effect, after whic
an iron cover was placed
over the vessel. This
cover was called the
bagnet, and was pierced
with = holes, through
whiclh iron rods were
passed, to be applied
to the bodies of the
afflicted. The room in
which the magnetic fluid
was applied was deco-
rated in the most taste-
ful manner ; everything
which could charm the
eye, everything calcu-
lated to excite the imag-
ination and arouse the
sensibilities, was intro-
duced ; the mellow light
fell through windows of
stained glass; the air
was loaded with per-
fume ; the voices of an
invisible choir, hired
from the opera, were
heard ; otherwise a so-
lemn silence prevailed,
and the atfendants
moved about as if im-
pressed by the responsi-
bility of serving the
mysterious Mesmer. All
this was calculated to
produce the intended
effect on the weak, nerv-
ous, and credulous
crowds who attended
his consulting rooms.
On the delicate frames
of gensitive women, the
strange remedies used
by Mesmer, no doubf,
produced singular
effects; but it was
obvious enough that
they were simply the
effects which would be
produced by any means
which excited an over-
.~ wroughtimagination, in
a weak, nervous supject. Mesmer was incapable of
acting on the strong-minded or able-bodied, neither
could he operate on those who entertained doubts
of his success. It was essenbial for the patient
toresign himself entirely to the magnetiser, that he
should disregard physics and metaphysics, remove
all objections from his mind, and take for granted,
as so many facts, all the assertions of the operator.
Then, indeed, a temporary cure might be effected
on those who had nothing the malter witl tiem,
except an imaginary disease; bub those who were
really suffering from severe maladies experienced
no ralief. The whole affair was a delusion. Those
who thought they were ill, thought they were cured,
and gave out that Mesmer cureg them. The effects
of imagination in these ways havebeen seen in thou-
sands of cases before and since ; even in some cases
of real sickness, imagination will produce a beneficial
effect, Who has not heard of the garrison ab Breda
(1625), cured of the scurvy by the supposed virtuo
of a drop of camomile decoction, ina gallon of water?
And who, on the contrary, has not heard of the case,
swhere a stream of eold water was poured on the neck
of a condemned criminal who was expecting the exe-
cutioner’saxe, and who died on thespot? The wonder-
ful effect which the excited imagination eserts over
the body is patent ; and to this cause, and noother, the
partial success of the magnetisers is to be aseribed.
Mesmer professed to open the eyes of the blind,
to impart strength to the ‘ﬁkmlyﬁc, to heal all man-
ner of diseases ; but blindness, deafness, paralysis,
severe cases of illness, were beyond his influence,
and all he could do was to declare his patients ob-
stinate andhunbelieving. 1t is not within the pro-
vince of this article to discuss the claims of modern
mesmerism. That cures have been effected by its
agency we have no hesitation in admitting ; and we
rofer such of our readers as may be interested in the
subject to an article on Anmsthesia (vol. v., p. 222),
in which the application of mesmerism in medical
cages is fully discussed,
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four or five inches long; and the rod, having been
pared with your knife soasto ik in tizhtly, is fixed
in the tube about two inches deep, leaving a similar
length pm{'ecﬁng, s0-as to form a socket into which
toinsert the mext joint, The tube may be made
fast to the {ivst-mentioned piece 'hypunchjng itwith
a bradawl, making a slight indentation of the metal
enter the wood.”

% Wow I understand yon, papa, and I think this
woulll complebe our second rod, when we had made
a‘sufficlent number of tubes of the rightsize."”

“Yes, with one exception; for some kinds of
fishing you will vequire a “reel’ or “winch,’” which
will be attached to the hutt-endof your rod, for the

urpose of contdaining an extraamount of running-

ine, when you wish to fplay your fish." Large
fish, svhen they are hooked, frequently ddrt off with
considerable speed and foree, and it is prudent fo;
give them plenty of line, and allow them to do so,
otherwise your line would probably be broken, The!
reel will be best pnrchased at a shop whero fishing-
tackleds sold, as you cannot make one that will be
nearly so’ efficiont, You ma, , if you choose, try
ong or two substitutes. With a little ingenuity, a
common cotton reel, of sufficiently large size; might
be made to gerve. Butas one importantuseof the
reel #s the facility of rapidly lenft ening or shorten-
ing the Iine, it is desirable to be able to wind or
unwind with the preatest easeand celerity. Tthink,
#herefore, it will be desirable to purchase cne. They
are made of brass, and are bound to the bitt-end of
the rod with similar cord to that you usedin your
splicing.”

P T think now, papa, we have loarnt enough to
make o rod suficiently useful'and complate. You
promised to tell us something more of the tackle,
the floats, the lines, &e.”

* Perhaps another time I will do so; bub I think
you have enough to remember for the present,”

(To be continued.)

POPULAR DELUSIONS,

ALOHEMY.

P tranzmutation of base metals into gold was &
delusion which held possession of the popular mind:
for enturics. Thoze who professed to know the:
seoretwere deseribed agalchemists, and they rivalled:
each other in their ridienlous protensions. Most of
us recollect the nurdery oddity, which stated that
“Btephen John A fternoon, milk-pan weaver, madea’
glass pair of stairs out of apig-stye’
and ‘the pretensions of ‘thie alchemists were not in
any degree less absurd, nor was the jargon which
th'é{'amploy'ed lpgs ridienlons in its nature. That
crodulous people should be doceived; that those
who were greedy of gain should speculate in a:
sohemo which promised to emyich them beyond the:
dreamiof ‘avarice, is'mot ‘surprising ; all'that:seems!
really singular about it is, that some of ‘ther
alchemists unquestionably believed in the nltimate
sncesss of their profitless pursuit, and that so many
shonld be rash enoughito profess to do that which'
was cortain to invite investigation, and so likelyto
involve them in utter wuin. A writer, as recently
g ‘1801, 'in treating pgravely of the subject of
dakemi, m.g;: —"*{ober 18 gond—Artepius is
lister, bt Flamnelisbestofsll—aud betterstill than
tiessis thednstrasiions” (not very excellent English, by
the way), “which those whofollow shall never want
gald ™ Agecrot go important, so'frecly eommunicated
to-the whole world, onzlit fo have completed an entire
ravolution in the aifairs of public and privatelife.
No one would have eared for the diggings; the
zold-fields of California and Australia wotld have
offered their auriforons tremsares in vain; no chan-
collor ‘of the excheguer would have moeded to
“igndpel his brains” on the solemn question of ‘the
budget; no one wonld have cared to venture on
rashispoculations in the City or on the course; mo
onio would have heen tempted to frandulent deal-
ings; and nobody in the wide ‘world meed have
been shorbiof money. The seorét of how to makea
brass eandlestiek or copper warming-pan into golden
ingots, mipght have made us look for somethin
better than ‘rold as a test of rospectability an
position, and brains mirht have beaten bullion ; but
whatever might have ‘been the result, many men
would have given their ears to know the seoret.
Well, the secret has been disclosed for thesosixty
%rea:_c:, and ‘the world is not a pound the better
or i

But the ‘seeret—what is the socreb? asks the
reader, impatient, of course, to begin at once ‘on
his -coal-seuttle and fire-irons, Know then, that,
according fo the modern alchemists, the expense
““thou must be ab will be bub a trifle,” Al

rlour door ;

the instruments necessary are bub three—viz., a
crucible, an egg philosophical, ‘and a retort with
itsreceiver, ¢ Puf your fine gold in weight about
five pennyweights, fill it-up, put it into your philo-
sophical eggr, pour upon it twice the weight of the
best Hungarian m:'zrcm}y’, close up the egg with
an hermeticseal, put it for three months in horse-
dung ; tdke it out at the end of ‘that time, and ses
what kind of form thy gold and mercury has
assumed ; take it out, pour on it half of its weight
of good spirit.of sal-ammeniae, set them in a pot
full of samd over ¢he fire in the retort, let them
distil into a pure esszenecs, add to one part of this
mereury two parks of water ef life, put them into
'thy philosophieal eze, seb them in horse-dung for
a.nntgor three months; then take them oub and see
what thou hast—a pure ethereal esssnce, which is
living gold,” and which was said to pessess the
‘extraordingyy power of mirnculously tuming all
bpser metals into the most precious and durable

id |

Truly this was a very plain practical receipt, but
—and ““there’s the rub "——oneiadto ascertai% : first
‘of all, what sas meant by the water of life; and
|- from whence it wasto be obtained. To learn this
‘secrot was not by any means an easy matier ; once
known, thealchemists professed you svonld have the
philosopher’s stone, and not only be able to make
gold, but ‘explode disease aud prolong life to an
‘indefinite period, and beeome abt onee as rich as
Croesus, and as deathless as the fabled Wandering
Jew. But where was that philosopher's stene to be
fowmd? Thealchemists themselves fell to logper-
‘heads about it; and denounced each other as im-
'postors. :

The professors of alchemy maintained that the
antediluvians kuew all aboutthe philosepher’s stone.
They pretonded that Shem or ‘Chem, the son of
Noah, was an adept in the art, and traced the words

‘chemistry -and my to his name, It is asserted
that the art waspractised by the Chinese 2,000 years
‘heforethe Christian era. 1t certainly was professed

very soem after the commencement of that era in
the eastern world, and the prefix al tothe word che-
mistry marks its eonnection with Arabia,

Geber, who lived in the uﬁb‘n century, maintained
‘thakall metals Inboured under disease which wasto
‘be cured only by pure gold ; that the same yalu-
‘ablesubstance wonld healevery mortal malady ; and
‘that the secret -o:ésropagaﬁng gold, just asa plant
'might be pro ,Wasan ar ent of naturo
discoverable by man,  He wrote | treatises to
‘prove the trubh of his nssertions ; and the style of
thesecompositions justifies Dr, Johnson's stymology
of the word gilberish, which, he says, was originally

jied to tho Janguage of Geber and his tribo,
a'}.‘l’kqm:lu:vm‘l Lully—born at Majorea, 1235—ranked
high as ai alchemist. It dis asserfed that he
‘mads gold, while vesiding in the Tower of London,
from iron, pewter, lead, and mereury, to the
amount of six milions; but, unfortunately forithe
story, it is very doubtful whether he over wasin
Tngland, anéd more than probable that the originof
the sbatement of his enriching the Treasury by so
larpe an amount, is traceabledo the tradition that he
was the first financier who suggested a tax upon
wool, which bronght in the sum named to the ex-
chequer, Bub that Lully professed to make gold is
be ond_disfute 3 80 didhis friend R Bacon ; so

g Pu_{m lohn XXII.; it was the chimera of the
old philosophers, all of whom dabbled init more or
loss

The believers in-alechemy were confirmed in their
faith of thisgelden dream when Nicholas Flamel,
in the fourteenth century, a man who had all his
life appeared asiif in deep poverty, died and be-

mesthed an immense fortune forthe foundation of
ghuro‘has and hospitals. He waz known to have
conducted namerous oxperiments for the discovery
of the philosopher's stone, and when his'wealth was
suddenly disclosed, it was universally declared to
be the result of alchemy. But a little investigation
would hove shown that Nicholas'was a miser of the
closest sort; and that he made money, not by magic
spell or‘transmutation, but by conjuring and usury,
cent, per cont. on'moneysdent or debiseollected |

The fifteenth con was remarkably productive
of alchemists. Basil Valentine, a monk of Erfurt,
in “Germany, porticularly distinguished ‘himself in
this ark. e wns of opinion that the metals are
compounds of galt, sulphur, and mercury, and that
the philosopher's stone was composed of the =ame
ingredionts. 'He wrote tweniy-one books’on the

rocess of transmutation. These he placed in an
nelostire within'the stonework of ene of the pillars
of ‘the church, and after his death they were su
posed to be Tost; bub:a thunderbolt shattersd t
pillar, and the manuscripts were discoversd—the

pillar, on the yeracious authority of Valentine'’s dis-
ciples, clesing up again of its own accord {

It is unnecessary to pursue the histories of these
old alchemists, ﬁxay believed—from Hermes down
to Woulfe, which includes a range of near four
thous;\d?d years—all baser metals might be turned

0 =0

Sgoma of the alchemists were honest seskers aftor.
truth, They were deceived, by theirlimited range of
observationand cmdeexperiments,into the beliefthat
it was possible o do that’ fhe ubter impractieability
of which is patent now-a-days to the meanest capa-
city. We should do injustice to some of these.men
to write them all down as rogues and tricksters,
when want of knowledge was the sole canse of their
deception, The labour and pains, watchings, vexa-
tions, and frettings, and especially the cests these
unfortunate men plunged intg, bear evidenece of
their sincerity. Prepossessed with the conceit of
becoming rich on a sudden, they closed their ears
against any arguments employed to dissbuse them,
and so sank themselves into the lowest degree of
poverty. One of these men declared before he died
that ‘“if he had amortal enemy, whom he desired to
make miserable, he would advise him, above ail
things, to give himself up to the study and practice
of alchemy.”

The majority of the alchemists, however, were no
better than swindlers. These were the men who
were patronised and applauded. They resorted to
every species of artifice to deceive their employers,
and to reap a golden harvest for themselves. They
put oxide of gold at the bottom of the erucible,
carefully concealed from view, but ready to be dis-
covered at any moment the alehewmist thought
proper, They mads a hole in a' picce of charceal,
filled it with powdered gold, amf threw it on the
baser metals to be fransmuted, so that real gold
might be found in the erucible. They pub an amal-
gam of gold into the crucible withtin or lead, and
thus exhibited grains of gold to the eyesof their
credulous dupes. They used small pieces of wood
hollowed at the end, and filled with gold filin
which in burning left the metfal in the eruci
They whitened gold with mercury, and mads it pass
for tin, so that when if was melted, and the gold
appeared, they might declare it was obtained by
transmutation. They taxed their ingenuity to dis-
cover—not the philosopher's stone, but the best
methods of deceiving their avaricious but simple.
minded believers. The appearance of a few grains
of gold gave an air of ‘uredibility to the impostor's
pm%:nsions, and induced the speculator to advance
money, to sell his plate, to mortzage his lands, to
plunge himself into difficnlties, and to find himsslf,
at last, a ruined and disappointed man,

In future articles we shall refer fo charms and
amulets, =ipns and omens, and stories.of'the appa-
ritions of the dend.

GARIBALDIL

—_—
CHAPTER V.

HowEVER they may have sneered at his talent as a
commander, his greatest enemies have never cast a
doubt ug:n the personal courage of Louis Napoleon.
At the battle of Magenta, which lasted two days,
the 3rd and 4th of June, he gave not only brilliant
proofs of it, bubof cooclness and presence of mind,
qualities equally neeessary for & suceessiul general.

From the best and most reliable accounts, it
would apf-?ear'that the French and Sardinian forces
having effected their passage across the Ticino at
Turbago, took the enemy by surprise, and gained
an important position, which was confided to ths
imperial guard, under the command of the Emperor
himself. No sconer were the Austrians aware of
this, than they made a tremendous attack upon if.
The French, incited by the présence of their sove-
reign, who, whatever may be the real feelings of his
subjects towards him, is decidedly the idol of the
army, performed prodigies of ur; holding onk
against enormons odds until General MacMahon
bronght up his division, and drove them back with
immiense slanghter.

Neithar ‘our space nor design permits usto enter
into'the details of these important days. Thera is
little doubt, however, that the sword of the gailant
Irishman retrieved the error of his master and the
foriunes of the day. Louis Napoleon, yiclding for
oncetothe impulse of his feelings, generally sogom-
ﬁﬁtely- under control, created his deliverer Buke of

agenta and Maréchal of France, as a recompence
for thisimportant service,

*t You have saved the army,” he exclaimed., as he
embraced him on the field of batile, Like mast

L]
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and don’t loike to starve; so, if you'll give I summat
to do, I'll be glad. I can turn a hand to onything,
and bean't greedy for wage.” The last was a most
important consideration in the eyes of the mistress
of The Grange.

““Not greedy for wage,” she repeated; “umph!
you don’t look very strong.”

‘ You should see I at plough!

Miss Mendal had a couple of fields that required
pIotﬁhmg.

‘“ How long have you been out of work!?” she in-
quired.

“Sin Chewidden-day, missus.”

Maude regarded the lad attentively; she recog-
nised by the expression that he came from Cdrnwall,
it being the name given by the miners to White
%ursday — the Thursday preceding Christmas-

-

““Well,” said Miss Mendal, “I will ses if I can
employ you; not that I really require any one—
bnt— yes—.  You may call at the house in the
evening.”

“Thank ’es, missus.”

‘¢ By-the-bye, what is your name?”

“Collin Craw,” answered the boy. ‘“Farmer
Goodman knows I well, and will give I a cracter.
I ha' elept in his barn sin T left work.”

The mistress of The Grange said she would seo
Farmer Goodman in the course of her walks.

Little did her companion imagine that in the
simple-looking rustic a protector was near, capable
of coping in cunning with Miss Mendal herself. But
we must not anticipate events.

Egough to add—=Squire Beacham had kept his
word,

(T'o De continwed,)

The Gernny Language

CLEARLY TAUGHT AND QUIGKLY LEARNT.
e
LESSON XXXIIT.

IN reviewing the instructionsalready given respect-
ing the German langnage, you will find the difficul-
ties to consist less in those important parts of
speech, the nouns and verbs (which strikingly re-
semble our own), than in the words of less osten-
sible value—the articles, the conjunctions, and the
prepositions,

: Asto the adjectives, those before the nounsfollow,
in a great degree, the rules that apply tothe articles,
and the adjectives that follow the noun remain, like
the adverb, indeclinable. i

. Most of the verbs that are irregular with us are
irregular in German; but we shall give you a list of,
the principal irregular verbs—that is to say, of the
tenses in which irregularity exists.

The following prepositions we wish you to commit
to memory, and particularly to remark what cases
they severally govern. The names of these cases
are affixed in an abbreviated form :—

A LIST OF SOME PREPOSITIONS IN GENERATL USE,
Neben, at the side of (dat. and ace.)
Nebit, together with (dat.)

D[’, over, at (dat.)

Dberhalh, above (gen.)

Dhne, without (ace.)

Sanmt, together with (dat.)
1 @eit, since (dat.)
' @onder, without (ace.)
X108, in spite of (gen.)
1eber, over, at (dat. and acc.)
1lm, around (ace.)
Mm=willen, for the sake of (zon.)
Ungeachtet, notwithstanding (gen.)
1inter, under, among (dat. and ace.)
Unterhalb, velow (gen.)
Mmweit, not far from (gen.)

. Bermitteljt, by means of (gen.)

Bermige, by dint of (gen.)
Bon, from (dat.)
9301’, before, ago (dat. and age.)
ABifyrend, during (gen.)
Tegen, on aceount of (gen.) |
Wider, against (ace.)
31, to, at (dat.)

Sufn]‘ge, in consequence of (gen.)
Swider, contrary to (dat.)
Bwifchen, between (dat. and ace.)

CONVERSATION WITH A GOLDSMITH,

3¢ Babe ein Petithajt
nothig.

Dng fteht miv wobl
an,

Lajfen Sie neine An=
fangabuchitaben 2.

I want a seal, .

That suits me.

I wish to have my ini-
tials A. B. engraven

on it. B. davauf ftechen.

Allow me to sce some fafjen Sie mid) einige
bracelets. Armbinder anfelien.

I also wanb some ear- ) braudie auc) Ofy-
rings. ringe.

What is the price of this  ¥Ba8 ift ber Breid jener
pin? Iucdmadel 2

I cannob give so much  Jcfh fann nicht {o viel
for it. dafite geben,

Can you not abate some-  Ronnen ©ie Nidhts
thing? ablaffen?

No, sir, I make very
little on ik

Nein, mein Hery, idh)
verbiene febr wenig
dara,

Jch nberfebe nie (or
it {hlage nie o),
ich verfichre Sie.

Pum, fo nefme i
iefer Ring,

I never overcharge,

Well, I shall take this
ring.

The Inmatenr Gardewer,
BY GEQRGE GLENNT.
——

DAHLIAS are now in perfection, and by carefully
stopping all the growing points beyond the blooms,
the plants will fill out to a surface and be covered
with flowers.

When the buds appear at the ends of branches
there are, in general, two stems with terminal buds,
and one with a bud and a growing shoot by the side
of it; this should be removed altogether—the two
buds will grow the stronger through it, and, more-
over, there being nothing to grow beyond them,
they bloom in full view.

If the growing shoot be not removed, the branch
shoots out beyond the blooms and conceals them in
the foliage, so that the dahlia does not show half its
flowers, and is not much of a favourite, because not
grown in perfection.

The hollyhock is in bloomnow, and unless stopped
at some particular height, grows tall enough to be
ugly. ose who desire to see them uniformly of
one height, take the tops off at six feet or seven
fect from the ground, and if after lopping they
grow, top them again.

It is quite true that it shortens the period of
flowering, but when they have done blooming for
six feet from the ground, who cares o see the few
flowers at the top, and the lower six feet bare?

Asters and stocks are in bloom, and if you have
grown any in pots, sink a few in the beds and
borders, in the places where larkspurs, nemophila,
erysimum, and other annuals have done blooming.

ut-as they will not want moving until they may
be thrown away, it will be better to turn them out
of their pots, for it isin all cases a great relief to
potted plants to put them in the open ground.

Layering the carnations and picotees, to propagate
them with safety, is a work requiring attention ; the
leaves should be taken off the lower part of all the
bottom shoots, up as high as to leave only three
clear joints,

They are then bare stems with tufts of leaves at
the top. These shoots are made to root by cutting
a slit on the under side, half an inch long, and half-
way through the stem, and up to the first joint
below the leaves, but not into the joint.

The soil must then be stirred, and some silver
sand stirred in amongst it; then bend the stem
down, so that it may be pegged down, to leave only
the leaves above und ; cover up and water.

Some begin the cut below the second joint from
the leaves, and make the slit half-way through, and

bring the knife to the next joint, and peg it

down, so that two joints of the layer shall be under
ound.

Do not do as many do, cut the leaves square at
the top; it retards the striking, and makes ugly
plants ; although our forefathers did so, and recom-
mended it to others, it is a bad practice, and no
good can come of if.

The pinks struck last month may be now planted
out six inches apart, or, if intended to be wintered
under glass, potted one each in a three-inch pot, or
pairs in four-inch pots, using plain loam only.

Cut down the pelargoniums (show or fancy gerani-
ums)and putin the cuttings. Threejoints are plenty
for a cutting. Cut the stem square, close under
the lowest leaf or pair of leaves, Take off the leaves
from that joint and the next, and one joint abovo
them is sufficient.

Therefore some of the branches you cut off will
make two cuttings. When yon have three joints,
put two in the soil and one above; butiif you are
pinched for stuff two joints will do, one in the
ground and one above,

These may be placed in the common borderunder
a handglass, and be well watered in ; they must be
shaded from the heat of the sun, and be oceasionally
watered,

The cut down plants should be pruned fo a reason-
able shape, and be set in the open ground till they
break out into new shoots, when they may be turned
out of their pots, the soil shook away, all the mafted
fibres taken from them, and be repotted with new
compost in smaller pots.

Give balsams their last shift as soon as their roots
reach the side of the pots they are in. Let the soil
be two-thirds good loam and one-third dung rotted
to mould.

Give plants in dwelling-houses all the air you can,
water them all over the foliage, and if you have an
opportunity let them have the benefit of a shower of
rain.

We must not, during all this, neglect weeding,
hunting for enemies among the fruit, trapping the
earwigs among the flowers, keeping the birds from
devonring the produce when it is ready, and espe-
cially the peas, of which we have known awhole crop
spoiled in twenty-four hours.

POPULAR DELUSIONS.

SIGNS, OMENS, CHARMS, AND AMULETS.
IN continuing our notices of popular delusions, we
cannot omit some mention of the absurd importance
attached by the weak and superstitious to the
simplest circumstances of life, and how, by an
attention to signs and omens, they render them-
selves inwardly miserable and ontwardly ridiculous.
“We suffer,” says the accomplished author of the
Spectator, *“as much from trifling accidents as from
real evils. I have known the shooting of a star
spoil a night's rest, and have seen a man in love
grow pale and lose his appetite npon the plucking
of a merry-thought. A screech-owl at midnight
has alarmed a family more than a band of robbers ;
nay, the voice of a cricket has struck more terror
than the roaving of a lion. There is nothing so
inconsiderable which may not appear dreadful to an
imagination that isfilled with omens and progmostics.
A rusty nail or'a crooked pin sheot up inte pro-

cli%ies."

Iany of these signs and omens are still recog-
nised amongst us, and yet they are so utterly un-
reasonable, they are so laughably absurd, as to
render unnedessary the employment of any serious
argument to confute them. For example:

Tingling in the ear is a sure sign that somebody is
talking about us. If the right ear tingle, our good
qualities form the subject of conversation; if the
left ear, we are being scandalised and condemmed.
The vietim of the scandal-monger, anxious to punish
his detractor, must bite his little finger, and thereby
place the tongue of the evil-speaker in the same
predicament ! .

To sit down to dinner in a party of thirteen is an
omen of the death of one of the party during the
twelvemonth. Beranger has given a poetical view
of this superstition in his charming poem, ** Thirteen
atTable.” The superstition issupposed to have arisen
from the number present ab our Lord's Last Supper.
What can be more irrational than to suppose that,
because thirteen people dine together, one of them
must die before the close of the year? To be
sure, the larger the number of diners the greater the
probability of some of them dying; but that is not
the cause of the superstition, as a fourteenth diner
is supposed to break the fatal spell.

It is supposed to be unlucky to walk under a
ladder, to meet an ass, to tread on a beetle, to
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upset the salt, to forget to eat goose on Michaelmas-
day, to let a chair fall backwards, to slip in wallk-
ing, to feol a cold!shiver; to talk to oneself; to
sneeze three times; to bave an itching in the nese,
or to hear the tieking of the death-watch., IMany
other examples of the omens of had fortune might
be adduced, but the foregoing may suffice. Their
absurdity s obvious, and the mi unpecessarily
oceasioned by any attention to them is equally clear.
1f ‘every trivial oceurrence iz construed into a warn-
ing, what a wretched life we must lead! ' In one
gense we may admit the force of these evil omens—
as walking under a ladder is a litile dangerous sthen
a bricklayer is ascending with s hod of bricks; to
tread on a beetle is very unlueky for the beetle, and
to slip in walking may disloeate the ankle; an
itching in the nose, a shivering in the back, sneaz-
ing ‘three times, er three times three, is a cerfain
pmen that you have taken cold ; and with vegard to
thirteen sitting down to dinner, it is most unlucky
when there is only dinner enough for twelve! But
of course this is not the sense in which the supersti-
tions regard these sigus-—penﬂle who pick up with
trembling anxiety a bit of half-burnt coal that has
popped oub.of the fire, and carefully examine i, to
determine whether 1t be a purse or a coffin !

Bigns of good luck arc no less absurd than the
omens’ of evil fortune. For example—It is fortu-
nate to be followed by a strange dog; to have a
black cat voluntarily take up ita abode in your
hiouse ; to sit between a married couple at dinner;
to mest a piebald horse—on which happy chance,
spitting three times and wishing for what you most
require, is recommended ; it is al=o fortunate to ex-
perienca a tingling in your right hand ; fo sneeze
twice ; to put on, by accident, your stockings wrong:
side out; and to have a swarm of bees aliE’hﬁng in
your garden. Why these occurvences should be
signs of prosperity is a question that superstition
never asks nor answers, but they are still received
85 positively true; and supposed to be calculated
with the same certainty as the ebb and flow of
tie tides, or the change of the moon.

It i= o singular anomaly, the existenee of such
superstitions amid the enlightenment of the nine-
teenth century; but that such idle belief in these
childish delusions does actually prevail to a large
extent is beyond question. There are people still
who enterfain & dread of living in # corner house,
and regard with apprehension the guttering of a
badiy-made candle, as®the tallow rises into the
imaginary formiof a shroud. - The sale of dream-
books ig a sure “sien” of popular credulity, and
ihe .delusive notion entertained with respect io
lucky andunlucky days is ab onco painful and ridi-
culous; Nothing must be begom on a Friday—
unjuckiest of days—as no good can eome of any-
thing o begun’; and yoi it was on a Friday
Columbus discovered Americn, and that the New
World was added to the Old !

Leaving the subject of signs and omens, we may
here advert tp some of those charms by which, in
the old time, and to some extent, unhappily, in our
own, bad fortune was snpposed to be avorted.

In the pronunciation of acertain form of words—
borderimg so close upon profanity as to render them
unfit for  publication—it is gravely stated, in a
volume brought out by a réspectable publisher not
many years ago, that there isa “ready, cheap, easy
remedy” for diseases, ““whereby a poor, miseravle

wrateh will reap more real benefit than' in a:whole
-shop of an apathecary’s drugs.” A cerfain eure for

the ague is stated to be the possession of & clean
piece of paper, thus insoribed witlh the wovrd “ abra-
cadabra'—
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This charm was usea during the prevalence of the
Great Plague of London in 1465, “ It is here to be
particularly noticed by us,” says thewriter to whom
we have refarred, ““that in forfning a' charm or
amulet, it will be of no effect, except the very soul
~of the operator is strongly and intensely exerted

and impressed, as it were, and the image of the"

idea soaled on the charm or amulet; for without
this, in'vain will be all the observations of times,

hours, and constellations ; thersfore: this I have
thought fit to mention, once for all, that it may bae
almost alwa,iw,'s uppermost in the mind of the opera-
tor, for without this one thing being observed and
noticed, many who form seals, &e., do fall shori of
the wished-for effect.”

A statement snch as this exhibits at once the
complete fallncy of amulets and charms, They were
not to be relied on; they failed in producing the
yrished-for: effect,” because the “fsoul of the
operator " was not “° strongly and intensely exerted.”
The preseriptions of the physician depend on no
such influence. You want mo “image of an idea
sealed ™ om a dose of senna, Bub in magic every-
thing depended on the condition of the operator;
and therefore every detected failure was readily
exeused by want of ““infensity ” on the part of the
charmer, or nbsence of faith on that of the
charmed. s

But to proceed. Those who dealt in charms and
amilets, held that everything in nature had a
natural antipathy to something else, and that the
presence of the one would necessitate the absence
of the other. Thus; treacle was said to berepugnant
to poison; the amethyst stone to drunkenness, coral
to cholera. A live duck applied to the stomach of a
patient afflicted with the colic, was said to be a
certain cure to the sufferer, and certain death to the
duck! Swallowing the heart of a lapwing was sup-
posed to improve the intellect, warm the imagina-
tion, and sharpen the wit! The eyes of a frog,~
bound to the sick person, was declared to be a eer-
tain cure for the tertian ague; the right eyoof a
gerpent was the cure for ophthalmia ; and the tooth
of a mole was said to give immediate relief in tooth-
ache! Tha clnafolite stone was said to be singu-
larly good for the lungs, and to cure asthma; and
st-iIF more singular, bored through and filled u
with the mane of an ass, it would *“ drive away a
folly.”

Statements of this description require no serious
comment ; and yet they were firmly believed not
long since, and in a less degree are still received by
a number of ignorant or superstitious people. In
a work published in the present century, we are
told that “the sword with which a man is slain
hath wonderful power; forif the snaflle of a bridle,
or bit, or spurs be made of ity with these.a horse
evor so wild is tamed, and made gentle and
obediont.” Probably the author of this ridiculons
statement woudd account for Rarey's success on
this  hypothesis ! in says, ‘““The most
cerfain cure for a vialent headache is to take any
herb growing upon the top of the head of an image;
the same being bound or hung aboub one with. a
red thread. it will soon allay the viclent pain
thereof,” Thisisa valuablerecipe, supposing il was,

true,
{Fobe continued.)

A FEW HINTE TO OUR FAIR READERS
ABOUT TO MARRY,

Qur fair readers must not suppose that we have
ceased to think about them and their interesting
position, because we have been for some time silent,
The prize essay written ou the subject of Marriage,
rendered other essays on the topic superfluous
during the time of its publieation ; bubt we are by
no means-of c;pjnion that this essay has superseded
our ¢ Hints.

Our  Hints” have a more general applicabion in
tiio advice that they tender than the prize essay to
which we have alluded sbove. They areaddrossed to
pergons of all the various grades in the social scale,
congiituting our yeaders, = A% one time they are
more applicable to those whose families have al-
ready attained an easy position, atanother to the
daughters of such as are pressing forward to it.

When we have congluded our hints to. persons
about to marry;, we shall devote our attention to
those for whom the silken knot bas been already
tied, and asrvelates to them our views will be equally
comnprehensive.

In the present chapter we mean fo speak of
abgence, and how lovers ean best endure it.

The pains of absence are yery severa for sausitive
natures, though mere worldlings make light of them,
and though elderly people have forgotten them..

Tivery period of life has its trials.

The weakness, the-ailments, and the ignorance of
childhood, the struggle and the toil of manhood,
and the infirmities of age! DBut the somrows of
youth, are, generally speaking, sentimental sorrows;
in fact, the sorrows of love. Of these, absence is
one of the most trying.

Alisence of ther?qwecl one is more seyerely felt by

the fairsex than by gentlemen, and this, not hecause
the latter love less earnestly, butbecaunse the seclu-
sion and retirement of femsle existenee nourish
sentimental sorrows.

The calls of business—calls that must be attende
{0 —oblige the most ardent lever fo turn his
thoughts from his adored Julia, Anns, Tucinda, or
whoever she may be, and thus the tyrauny of one
only idea succumbs, With ladigs, the case is-often
very different. :

Part-of the misery of absence wconsisis in the
feverish longing for a pleasure which cannot be
enjoyed—rviz., the society of the absent loved one.

"he more our fair readers, whose swains ave far .
away;*indulge in reveries, the more will they suffer
from vain wishes and restless impatience—a state of
feelh:(itlmt often preys seriously on the spirits, and
even the health. : .

What we advise is, that they should endeavour to *
do for themselves what circumstances do for their
lovers—viz., foree themselvesfrom the one absorbing
thought info active exertion of some kind. Let
them, above all things, avoid solifude, and even

-ﬂf“" themselves the pleasure of constantly talking

their lovers. et them not seek too often
the scenes that are associated with them; leb them
also portion out their time for their various duties.
Industry will be distasteful to them at first, but by
degrees society and employment will introduce a
fresh and healthy train of thought.

Sentimental p has its advantages in some
cases, as it refines the taste and softens the heart:
but, on this very account, pining lovers should avoid
it—+their hearts are too soft a]:oadl{ They should
have recourse to reading that will strengthen the
mind—to the biegraphy of self-made men, for
instance, or to tales of stirring adventure—of ship-
wrecks, %a.ttles, and heroie deeds.

Resolution to conguer unavailing regret will soon
bear its fruits. Cheerfulness and peace of mind
will succeed to gloom and restlessness, and the
absent one will not be loved less, but more wisely.

These hints are, of course, intended for affection-
ate, sensitive, gentle natures. They are quite un-
necessary for some of the thoughtless young girls of
the present day, to whom a loveris only an admirer,
and with whom ** out of zight is out of mind.”

They care much more for compliments and adula-

tion than for love—a sentiment which they cannot

understand. 1

Such chnractersiare h‘.emily.daa%isad by men, but
very often, if ladies look pretty, they are suppesed
to be amiable. !

Men have notmuch sympathy with excessive grief
in the fair sex; bub complete indifierence, where
they themselves are concerned, is very mpuisive 1o
thom. J i

Zillah — never recovered her influence after one
convineing proof of want of feeling, Frameis Brown
had been paying his addresses to her for some time.
He was a very respectable young tradesmon, lately
taken into partnership by his employer. 'With a
view to his marriage with Zillah, kis devotion to
business had been sounremitting that it had injured
his health. He had been sent into the counfry to
recover his strength.

As Zillah had suffered very little from his absence,
the announcement of his approaching return gave
her little pleasure. In his letter were contained
these words, “If my medieal man sllows me to
travel T shall be with you on the evening of Wed-
nesday next, I count the moments till we meet,
&e. &e. &e.” Tor thisvery evening Zillah happened
to have an invitation. = i

She waited till seven for the arrivel of Francis,
and then, only too willing to. give him wup, she
dressed. herself showily, and went off !'io a4 gay

arty.
= Fr);ncis a.rrived._atveightg aud it would be difficult
to describe his mortification at finding Zillah out.
He hoped his letter had miscarried, but Zillah's little
gister soon let him know it had been received. The
shoek of finding Zillah so indifferent to him almost
oceasioned a relapse, but it opened his eyes to her
real character, and ho began o doubt her Leing
suited to him.

Zillah was very much provoked when, on her
return, she heard that’ Francis wad returned, for
she had no idea of offending him seriously, and of
giving up a good match. Bhetvied tomake amends
when next she met her lover by increased devotion,
but it did not suceeed ; and as he no longer beliel:
her with the same oyes, the courtship only laggeu
on for awhile, and at length Ziliah and Francis
quarrelled and parted for ever.

Thus,. ¢ our fair readers about to marry” may not
only suffer too seversly from their lovers' absence,
but there'is sueh a thing as taking it too lightly.
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ace starved With-m@ogihe-mt abovesevendays:’™
{ligt there are seven modulations of the yoioe, seven|

cireles in the heavens, seven days of the weelk, seven
pianets, soven stavs abound thie. Arctic Pole; se@ven

wharsin the Pleiades, and seven eolours:in the main-:

haw; seven-ages-of thewerld; sevenchaniges of man,

saven libanl arts, seven mwchanisal .aris, séven |

sagtals; Boyan . ‘Cheles in the head,” teven pairof!

ierves, seven: monntains.ad Rome, severswisoomen
oi-Gragee, and seven sleepera'ab Epbesus | Towriuld
behard to say what all this proved; exceptotheddie
fancics andridionlens assumpticasol tlieastrologers.

4t daes. show us. kowerer; how grossly iznoront

and childishly cpedulous those must have been, or;

winzwho abfell any importaape 2o assertionsiand
pianiiees se palpably absund.

In oun nextoriicle-we proposé dealing with some |

of Luepopnlavidelusions-abont ehosts; and with that

snbjest o bring our series of sketehes to:a close.

LA FEW HINTS TO
ABQUT 0. MAREY,

QUR FAIR READERS |

W must add one serious reason to those weadvanced |

in'the last chapter against wuiting veny long letters.

Ii these letfers are not filled up with ﬁ'_assip, as were |

¢ Enphemie’s,” then, in all probability, they are
replete with enthusiasm ; and as fceling, like evory-
fhivz else, changes and passes away, it is by so
menns improbable that the writer will repent of this
euthusiasm, ] . i

Passionate spesches are forgotten ordndistinetly
remembered, and the fondest lnoks leave no record
behind them.; bub written documentsremain years
after they ave pennod. Years do we say!—we have
G5l letters:in our libraries, the originals of which
were written by hands that for centuries haye moul-
dered in fhe grave, .

Butb it is less for the sake of posterity than for
your own- that we advise wou to be not quite un:
nindful of possibilities, even swhen writing to your
loyer. . We do noti mean that yeur style should be
siift and cold.: Far from it. Yourfuture husband
Las o right o your love, and the pen, like the
tonaua, should ‘be. the. heart's interpreter. DBut
avoid absurd exaggerabion in your epithets, and
sl all romanticabsurdifies,

Personsabouf tamarry danob always geb married
1£ won Jeok. over past.chapters of these ““Hints,”
gl:;?llmh\snﬁen faulis that some might think
tl" | lead to the dissolution of engagements; and
ramember that we have devoted our attention prin-
cizaily to the faults and failings of owr'fain friends;;
ieir suitors’ ervors also rafilebut foo often the conrse
of love, 4 0. o

Without any. fault en thelady's side; the caprice
ot coldness of the genfleman may oecaszion the
Tsaking off of the engegement. -

1k is better when mutusl affection ceases that the
parting should be peaceably agreed upon. It seoms

" 1o us, that any man who conld woo and sein a - young

givksaffections,” and' become indifferént to heras
spon as the charm: of novelty passed away, is not
to be regretted ; and, in miany cases, she has reason
o vejoica that she found -out his heartlessness bo-
fore, notatier; marriaze, Butthere arecazesinwhich
yudless frifiers. cuzht to meet with their deserts:
aud howmuelvaoeyer the young lady might wish to
conceal her soprow and weep in plivate, hor parents
rgay consider it theirdutyto urga’her to prosecuts
e deceiver, 1 order that he mny mot ‘go/ un-
punished; to play the same erusl partwith another
maiden; and spread misery i other peaceful Tiomes.

_ Where nsuitor—who-is possessed of this world's
goods—amuses ltimself with eourtship, eaplivates s
young girl's heart, and then leaves her to divert
Wself with serfiething new, we' should be among
the- first to recommend an action for # breach: of pro-
iisas’ and, had-weto assdssthe damuages; the trifley
shenid not come off easily.  Bufiwhatcan atone—
fo-hor e lns deceived—for wounded feelings ‘and
Tdighted hopet? Ab any iate;when all i3 lonown,
anst wheri even the loveldetters are produced’in
cpurh, if- diseretion’ has puided her pen, she ‘will
hsre nothing to blugh for.

- Whet pereons aboutto mmry (before taking the
deiperate gluuge), change their minds by common
conisent,- the letters should be weturned to'the
writersiof-themy and worgentloman whe has o nice
sense of honour hesitates,-om reveiving baok his
latters; 40 eoniply with the ME: regnest to return
hepts,  But; tnluekily; all man hiive not & nice setise

% LA Inarned writor oiumagic demuratoithis, snd nstances
= o.of a fiiend of bis,a % Dr. Speyyaphodived upwards
vo yearsaupon s godseberny a day ! He pdds, somewhat
: ﬁdu_qu,sly._ iy gentlemian wag. particularly abstemious

ief." 3

‘of herour, and sométimes there is difficulty in
‘recovaring: the: latters—another veagon for eaukion
in writing them. i

Subjeet as  engagements aveto casualties, ladies
‘eheuld noti be too prompt in giving their portraits to
their lovers. 7

Before the discovery of phiofography the costiof a
lilieness'in- miviature was: & harvierto the fndiseri-
aninate interchange of portraits; now: it cmm be
eficeted with little expense to either pavty: Bub

weizan's delicacy of feeling is unaltered, smd it |

would still be equally galling o & sansitive young
lady-to Phinlk that an inconstant lover had it in' his

power to hold up-her likeness as a trophyiof hisown!

power-and asa butt of ridicule for his friends.

In. the early part of the enpagement the suitor
ean -hardly aspire to the possession of tlie lady's
lileness; and in the latier, why should He ask for
the pieture just as he is about 1o be blessed with the
original - _

It is in the event of absence: thet the portrait of
the beloved-one is su great: a solade, and: it were

wrong to dény lovers any rational conselation in their |
affliction, . All we wishto show s, that such-a proof

of affection as a portrait should not be given

thoughtlessly by our fair renders, and that what our |

lively neighbours eall a guge diamour, “a pledze of

love,” should be par amour obtens, <“obinined by |

love,” not by the passing fandy of an hour, but by
affection so faithful, that the object of it may

reasonably hope it will prove to be what the ami-

able poet so charmingly deserilies ' —
“.The love that seothes life's latest sto
Proof against sickness and ol age,
Presery'd by virtie froim declension,
Bocomes not weary of attention,
- But lives:when that extorior grace
‘Which first inspived the flame decays"

Scinfific okes.

LIFE-BoAT SERVICES.— Tt is satisfictory fo find
that during the terrific gales of the months that

lLiave passed of the present year, the lifo-boats in
conuection with the Royal National Life-boat Insti-
tution have been instrumental in rescning one hun-
dred and fifteen of our fellow-creaturés from a
watery grave, as well as assisting vessels with val-
uable cargoes safely into harbour. Nearly all the
services of the life-hoats took place, as usual, during
stormy weather and heavy seas, and. frequently in
the dark hour of night; yet not a single accident
happened either to the crews or the leats.
fﬁmms OF THE GIRoNDE. — There is a vast
marshy traet in the west, of France; tenanbed by
frogs and wild fowl, the bairenness and usele
of which have hitherto proved impracticable to the
industry of man, yielding him po harvest, bub ren-
dering the vicinity unhealthy, Amid all changes of
dynas dy, this source of pestilence has been ne-
glocted, Tmmense sums weré squandered on. the
fountains of Versailles and Neuilly, or in turning
cultivated land info forests for the reorcation of
royal voluptuaries, but this means of benefifing the
nation was overlecked, This tract is now being
scientifieally drained, by order of fhe Government,
and will probably be shertly ome. of the: most
productive: regions of the south. When this is
offeeted, the typeof pestilential fever peculiar to the
gpot will disappear; oak and Deech will replace the
straggling osier and broom;.and corn will yvave in
the now stagnant pools.. o
MECHAKICAL POWER.—Strange applications of
power ara occasionally made in America; we have
ourselves watched the operation of lifting and: mov;
ing a lurge brick dwelling fo a considerahle distance
with wonder ; bub nothing can exseed in. this way a
Inte occurrence at Chicago, when a block 320 feet

( long, conefs't-in&af thirtecn large stores and a splen.
! s Prosen

did marble ba rese « an unbrokenfront, was
raised bodily from its foundations to a height of 4
feet 8 inchies in § days, and was. then buﬁt- up to

| from below by the masons. At the time, the houses

were filled with ocenpants engaged in: their wonted
affairs, yet not a pane of gbiass was broken or any of
the interiors disarranged by the maovement! The

| entire weight raised was estimated &t 35,000 tons,

6,000 serews and 600 men being engaged in the
pProcess. R

GroaxTid BopviNve Grass,—DMr, Brettel, an in-
genious artist of Islingfon, has succeeded in: pro-
ducing an extraordinary glass lens of unusual

ower and dimengions.
it fuses in a few seconds platinum, iron, steel, flint,
and the most refractory substances. A diamond—
the most infusible of all things—weighing 10 grains,
placed within its influence, lost 4 grains in weight

“thirtyinutes, in conj

With a. diameter:of 3 feat,

Aithin balf an bowr | “Puring this provess of tenta-
tive fusion, the gom, while emitting pale white
fumes, expantled and unfolded itseif like a Hower
bud in the Yery act of bursting front’ 1ts calve; bub
when the diamend was withdrawn from the focus
of the lens, it resumed its proper form, Jucidity,
bardness,' and susceptibility of polish. A lens the
counterpart of ‘this; made i Tngland during the
last century, was one of the presemts tp theLmperor
of Ghins,;iéﬁémdnt by I.rord—'glamvijme s epthassy.
TETANUS.—A Bwiss medical journal mentions the
suecessful employment of tartar émetic in o case of
tetanys, or lock-jaw—that terrible disease for which

seience has hitherto found no eute;  Accidental

laceration of & finger had Been followed by gangrene
and lock-jnw, and theage of the-&afferer, Wwho wWas
63, was unfavourable’to recovery.  Repeited doses
of tartar emetic were given, half & zi,;min'every

) Un% on with wars baths, mors
phine, and ehiorate of potash, and tlis treatment
offected his recovery. The tartar emetic produced
copions evacuntion, but litble vomiting, and may be

‘considered as {he prineipal agent in the case, the

other medicines bemng merely alleviatives,

"GARTBALDI. .
§ ils l;ﬁ-%' PI E.RI" ﬁ.- oy
TRt {6 day when Garibaldi resigned. his com-

{ mand in the Sardinien army, men naturally asked

themselves what next would follow ; ne one believed
in his inactivity : the whoele life of the hero gave
o contradiction to sach a sipposition. Some speou-
lated on an at t_-%&;;evoluﬁeaiae-ﬁpme amd
secularise the Papal Stdtes, whilst. the mors far.
sighted cast their eyes towards Si¢ily, where insur-
rectionary sy . had already manifested them-
selves, and been mmilgerﬁmd Bvery fortress
was in the hands of the apolitans, the people
oug partinlly armed. . Ty f
_organising his expedition, the Liberafor of

Sieily was (gmwi-aﬁn.a %anil.ow-. sition with the
Sardinian Government., ﬁwanl’&;l)a useless to in-
quire whether the.ministry were sincere in their
prohibition, or decided 1:.1.1;9n};-ﬁeixiﬁl the arms and
ammunition gollected in Genoa, il they aseertained
that the expeditionists had other supplies. o all
appearances. they fulfilled thg_'ob{iga&!m.of- inter-
national Ia.w,-amiv cleverly deprived diplemsey of the
right to call themi to am geconat. - . ¢

Caribaldi. was acting on his own aceount, and
Sardinia had nothing to do.with him.

Two days previous to the aﬂn.lj.nézf. the: eﬁdﬁt&on
u small ship had cleared # noato Malta—a
mere blind, for every one knew her destination. It
was onboard of this vessel that Garibaldi and more
than half of his followers embarked,. - They con-
sisted. prineipally of his owm 4xied compeinions,
Chasseurs des Alpes, Romegniols) Lombards, and
several Genoese, A-second expedition ssiléed from
Leghorn, and jeined the former atzea.

‘It was asmall foree to atbtick an army with; in
possession not, only of eva:ﬁ-ahrong: plice inthe
island, but well suppiied with artillery and! ammu-
nition 3 but its -quéer.-was ofie-who Hever vel'edleu-
lated odds when the liberty of his country calied
him into action, If Fortune favoursthe brave, never
Liad soldier a-greater claim upen her smiles.

Before sailing, the papers in' Turin published the
following letter, written by tiie here to a friend :—

¢ Tt is the duby of all to eneourage;-aid, and aug-
ment the mumber of eombatants against oppression.
It is net the insurrectionary party in Siciy whom
we are assisting, but Sicily herself, shere t are
enemies to eontend with. It wasmot I who adyised
aninsurvection in Sicily; but-from theioment that
our. Sicilian brethren threw themselves inte the
stroggle, 1 eonsidered it by to assist thens,
Our battle cry will be; fltaly and Victor Eim-
manuek ! ** i} |

Crime and oppression generally bring the fitting

sunishmerd with them.®, ¥t the Govemar of Marsala
i given'an order-to disarny fhis inhabituits of
the icity’ generally; including even the’ consuls;
Captain Maryab's vessel, the Intrepid;would not
have placed itself, probably, ineuch « positionas to
prevent the Neapolitan shipsof war from: ﬁringupon
the two steamers which conveyed the expedition,
That gallant officer liad landed to comsult with the
vice-consul as to the sha;]:;naeoésaryto take in con-
sequence of the lntter baving been- forcibly com:

| pelled to pive up his wms. | The frst steamed
| rapidly up to the-mole, and immediately commenced

discharging large bodies of armed men 3 the second
uu_foptumtgelmwded abouts hundred yards from

the entrance to the harbour,
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You should ecome in,

@ie follten DGinein-
gefen,
It is near eight o’clock, @3 ift beinale adht
¥

Ubr.
Let us make haste, Laffen Sie una etlen,

The Jmatenr Gardener,

BY GEORGE GLENNT.
i
As this is the season in which bulbs of all kinds may
be purchased, and, as a general rule, the earlier they
are purchased the better they are likely to prove,
we will offer a few remarks on the various methods
of cultivating them.

First, in pots of mould; like any other plants;
secondly, in water; thirdly, in wet sand ; fourthly,
in moss ; lastly, in the open ground.

In pots of mould every one of the early-blooming
kinds will succeed ; hyacinths, early tulips (late
ones are very difficult to grow anywhere but the
open ground), snowdrops, erocuses, jonquils, nar-
cissuses,

The soil best adapted for this kind of culture is
sandy loam, or loam from rotted turf two parts,
and dung rotted to mould one part: this is both
light and rich ; but as loam cannot be at all times
and in all places procured, it must be made sandy
bi‘”?bmifng sand with it, and then take your measure
of both.

In the event of not being able to procure these
scparate things to mix, you ma{ always command
sufficient soil at the nursery where you buy your
bulbs, or you may fora trifle get the nurseryman
to pot them for you.

Hyacinths should be grown in pots six inches
across, but there are pots made geep 0N purpose
for them, narrower and deeper than the ordinary
pots, for those who prefer them ; those, however,
which are six inches across are deep enough.

Fill these two-thirdsfull, after putting some erocks
(bits of broken flower-pots) at the bottom to keep
the soil from washing through the hole, place the
bulb on this and fill up to within a trifls of the top,
and knock the bottom of the pot on the table to
shake the soil closer, and then it will be within half
an inch of the top of the rim,

This is necessary to leave room for water enough
to run through all the soil whenever you fill it up.
‘When the pot is too full of mould, and there is not
room for water, you have to put little at a time and
stand over it while it runs through.,

When potted, you have only to take care that the
soil never afterwards gets dry Youmay put the
pots in any hole or corner till the plant makes its
appearance above ground, when yeu must keep it
inthe lightest place yon have—a window is the best,
and give all the air you can by opening the window
or putting the plants outside,

The hd(a.cinth is perfeetly hardy, and may he ex-
posed all the winter without danger; buf if kept
within doors it will bloom from one to two mon
earlier, although not better; these, however, are
especially adapted for house eulture,

Tulips may be émt- three in a six-inch pot. Jon-
quils also, snowdrops, and crocuses may be put
half-a-dozen in a four-inch pot ; narcissuses, one in a
six-inch pot. Pot them just the same, in similar
soil, and treat them in the same way.

In water, these subjects grow nearly as well as in
mould. =~ Glasses are made on purpose large enough
for narcissuses, and small enongh for a single snow-
drop; as well as intermediate sizes for jonquils,
crocuses, and early tulips.

Use river or rain water ; and fill up the glasses so
that the water just touches the bottom of the bulb,
but not higher. The glasses may be put in a cup-
board, or anywhere in the dark, till the bulb starts
into growth.

There is a strong notion

prevalent that they are

' better for this early darkness; we confoss, that hay.

ing grown them both ways for years, we have not
digcavereti any diﬂ‘erencj; ; and, as ’ﬁlasses are an
ornament, most people like to show them directly.

They may be on the mantel-piece until they start
at top, and then they must have all the light you
can give them ; the middle ledge of the window is
the best place.

When grown in wet sand it is %?neml‘ly in the
water-glasses, and the sand must be kept wet, for if
neglected the roots soon wither, and if too long left
to themselves, perish altogether.,

When bulbs are grown in web moss, it matters
but little what vessel it isin ; a punch-bowl, a fancy
dish, a vase, or any kind of ornamental bit of glass

or crockery will answer. The moss must be short
and close, and be pressed hard to within a little of
the top ; thenthe bulbs must be placed upright in
the order they ought to flower ; suppose it to be
hyacinths, one in the centre and half-a-dozen round
it if it be a circular, but the grouping is a matter of
taste. When placed, tuck fine green moss between
and above them, so as nearly to cover them, and
the moss must never be dry ; but we have seen them
watered until the water itself reached up to the
bulb, and few things look better than bulbs grown
in this way, if well chosen.

Bulbs in the open ground can hardly go wrong,
and it is to be regretted that they are not more cul-
tivated than they are. First, because they never
fail if bought in good health; secondly, because they
appear before any other flowers, and make a border
more brilliant than any other kind of plants can
make them, even in summer time ; thirdly, becanse
the colours are so diversified that we can make auﬁ
display we please. The hyacinth may be had of a
shades—of red, blue, and purple, as well as pure
white and yellow. ~Early tulips—scarlet, purple,
lake, rose, yellow, orange, white, and striped; and
the white of the snowdrop, and the yellow and white
of the narcissus are familiar. With a selection of
these things a border may be interesting from
February till the end of May. Plant all these bulbs
three inches deep, and then leave them to take care
of themselves; and no matter how soon they are
planted.

POPULAR DELUSIONS.

CHARMS, AMULETS, ETC.
IN proceeding to notice the doctrines of talismanic
magic with regard to the construction and compo-
sition of seals, rings, images, &e., it is scarcely
necessary to observe, that any serious argument to
invalidate their utility is rendered superfluous by
the extreme absurdity of the things themselves.

As a fundamental article of belief, it was held by
the magicians, that all the stars had their peculiar
natures, properties, and conditions, and eommu-
nicated by their rays their own properties to inferior
things; tga.t is to say, a star shining on a stone
imparted to the stone part of its own individual cha-
racter. Itwas therefore maintained, that the student
of astrology must acquire a knowledge of the virtue
and efficacy of “perfumes, or suffumigations and
vapours,” which were of force for “the Opportunely
receiving of celestial gifts under the rays of the stars,”
For example, the adept wanted to raise a storm of
thunder and lightning—what was he to do !—burn
chameleon’s liver on ks housetop! Or he was anxious
to collect curious specimens of serpents, and burn-
ing the bones in the upper part of a hart’s throat
was his infallible receipt for bringing the snakes
together. Supposing he wished to dismiss them—
burning a little of the hart's horn immediately
effected his purpose. The lungs of an ass being
burnt were said to put all poisonous things to flizht,
The fume of the burnt hoof of a horse drove away
mical ; and that of the left foot of amule drove away
flies !

Suffumigations were used in all the instruments
of magic. Some of the magicians asserted that if
any one should hide gold or silver, or any such like
precious thing (the moon being in conjunction
with the sun), and should perfume the place with
coriander, saffron, henbane, and black poppy, of
each the same quantity, and bruised = together
and tempered with the juice of hemlock, that
which was so hidden should never be taken away
therefrom, but that spirits should continually
keep it, and if any one endeavoured to take it away
by force, they should be struck by frenzy.

The use of suffumigations in the manufacture of
a talisman was declared to be essential to their
real value. If made under the influence of the sun,
perfumes agreeable to the sun were to be used ; if
made under the influence of the moon, ©lunary
things” were to be employed. It may not be un-
interesting to furnish one or two recipes for the
composition of perfumes aPEE-opria.te to the planets.

For example—Venus: “Take musk, ambergris,
lignum aloes, red roses, red coral, and mix them
up with sparrows’ brains and pigeons’ blood.”

For Saturn: “Take the seed of black poppies,
henbane, mandrake root, loadstone, and myrrh, and
mix up with the brain of a cat and a little bat's
blood.”

The twelve signs of the zodiae, as well as the
planets, had their own %roper suffumigations,
namely — Aries, myrrh; Taurus, pepper-wort ;
Gemini, mastic; Cancer, camphine; Leo, frankin-
cense, &e. The most powerful fume was said to

be a compound of the seven aromaties—pepper-wort;
nutmeg, lignum aloes, mastic, saffron, cimamon,
and myrtle.

In reading these insiructions in hooks on talis.
manic magic, it is difficult to imagine any indivi-
dual stupid enough to place any credence in such
ridienlous recipes. Wo are satisfied that the age
must have been dark indeed when such things
were received and believed ; and yet we find the
title-page of such hooks bearing the date of this en-
lightened nineteenth century! “The credulity of the
popular mind is not so great as it was in former
times, but it is still affecfed by the delusions of the
pretenders to things spirvitual and unseen,

Rings, it is asserted by the magicians, “ when
opportunely made,” impress their virtnes upon those
who wear tgom, and fortify them against ‘“sickness,
poisons, enemies, evil spirits, and all manner of
evil things.” A ‘writer on this subject informs his
readers that he is acquainted with every method for
the manufactura of such articles, but prefers resery-
ing them to himself, on the ground that he is “not
willing to throw pearls before swine.” He is, how-
ever, good enongh, notwithstanding thisunconrteous
remark, to furnish one or two simple recipes, which
we take the liberty to quote :—

““ When any star ascends in the horoscope (fortu--
nately), with a fortunate aspect or conjunction of
the moon, proceed to take a stone and herb, that s,
under the star, and likewise make a ring of the
metal, that is, corresponding to the star; and in the
ring, under the stone, put the herb or root, not
forgetting to inscribe the effect, image, name, and
character, as also the proper suffume.”

The obseurity of the directions are in accordance
with the whole doctrines of talismanic magic,
wherein it seems to have been the object of the
writers and practitioners to lreep everything as dark
as possible. Such things will never bear the light,
and require to be kept at a mysterions distance from
the deluded mortal who trusts in them ; familiarity
would breed contempt.

Magical rings were exceedingly popular in the
old time, and galvanic rings (a cure for the cramp,.
&e.) are still seen on the fingers of some simple-
minded people. There is a story told of an Indian
prince who had seven rings—a lncky ring for every
day in the week, and who, by duly changing ther
every day, averted death, disaster, and disease till
he was more than one hundred and thirty years old.
How he came by his death at last—whether he mis--
placed his rings or the ringslost their virtue—histo
saith not. Is it not Plato, also, who tells us of
that Lydian king, who had a ring of such wondreus
power, that it rendered him invisible at will? And
bave not other ancient historians deseribed the
virtues of such rings in connection with all the
business and pleasure of life? What if they have?
We are not obliged to receive all the fabulous stories
of the old writers because they are old ; we have to
test them by ordinary experience and common sense,
and under such tests, what becomes of the virtues of
these magical rings, though “suffumed” by owl.
brain and fox blood, and manufactured under the-
strictest rules of the cabala?

The old magicians agreed that the efficacy of
numbers was most important in the construction of
talismans ; ¢ for whatsoever things are and are done
in these inferior natural virtues, are all done and
governed by number, weight, measure, harmony,
motion, and light.” To numbers especially they
directed their particular attention, and attached
peculiar importance ; on this subject they became
more than usually obscure, and left their disciples
in the dark at last. One or two curious specula-
tions, interesting simply as curiosities, may hore be

ven.
ngho scale of unity was seen in all things, In the
““exemplary world,” there was one Divine Essence 3
in the ‘‘intellectual world,” one Supreme Intelli-
gence; in the “ celestial world,” one king of stars,
the sun; in the ““elemental world,” one instrument
of all virtues, the philosopher’sstone ; in the * lesser
world,” ““ one first living and last dying,” the heart ;
in the “infernal world,” one Prince of Darkness,
Lucifer. All this was intended to show that the
scale of numbers was repeated in all the divisions of
the universe ; and this was supposed to be of the
utmost importance in the working of spells, the
formation of charms, and the manufacture of amu-
lets. Number seven was, perhaps, one of the most
curious cited by the magicians. Much of their de-
seription must be omitted. We are told that the
“utmost height of a man's body is seven feet;
that there are “‘seven degreesin the body——namaly,}
marrow, bone, nerve, vein, artery, flesh, and skin;
that, without drawing of the breath, the ““life doth
not remain above seven hours;” that thay *who
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gepovered our surprise, a slight movement near the
camp attracted our attention, and looking towards
it we perceived the whole in motion. Some par-
ticular object (probably the dead body. of Black
Madge) went in front of the procession; closely sur-
rounded by gipsies of all ages, then followed the
tents, carts, donkeys, &c., and in a strangely brief
period of time all vanished from our eyes like
a dream.

«Well, on my life, that's the coolest
saw,” exclaimed one of the gentlemen, but it shall
not avail them. They shall not escape me. Do
you, Sidney, remain here, while I return to the farm
we have just left, to procure aid for this poor fel-
Jow, and dispatch scouts to watch that villanous
erew, and give information to the magistrates.”

With these words the speaker rode off, leaving us
‘to0 endure as best we could the tortures of suspense
and anxiety, watching a dying man, whom none
among us could help.

To me the agony of the scene was almost intoler-
able. Gazing upon the expiring sufferer before me,
all my wrongs and injuries, all his cruelties, were
forgotten, and weeping overthe chilling hand I held,
T could only remember the days when he had been
kind, and the fact that he was Fulke’s father. :

By-and-by, however, my sorrowful musings were
disturbed by the arrival of men carrying a door,
upon which, groaning deeply, Mr, Cunningham was
laid, and borne gently to the farm whence they had
been dispatched.

At the suggestion of one of the gentlemen, I hur-
ried forward, in order to reach the house first, and
dismounting hastily at the threshold, ran against a
buxom figure coming eagerly from an inner room,
which she had been preparing for the expected
visitor, and who pmvog to be the hostess, and my
dear, davling old nurse, Bessie.

(To be continued.)
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Tark of fame and romance—all the glory and
adventure in the world are not worth one hour of
domestic bliss.—Curiosities of Laterature,
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SCENE IN OTAHEITE, SOCIETY ISLANDS, S0UTH PACIFIC,

TAHITIAN LANDSCAPE.

Ir there were nothing particnlar to do in this
world—no deserts to be reclaimed, no wastes to be
planted and paoglcd, no poor to be fed and taught,
no tyrannies to be overthrown—then’one might wish
to take up one's abode in some sunny islan of the
Pacific, where the earth yields the richest crops
with the smallest possible amount of labour, where
the rains are confined to three months in the year,
and perpetual sFring blooms during the other nine;
where the simplest food suffices for the wants of
man, and the simplest pleasures content him.
Such an island is 'l‘agiti.

We all know its history :—how it was discovered
by a Spanish navigator named Quiros, who, how-
ever, gave such a blundering description of it, that
the next visitor, Captain Wallis, ;who landed there
in 1767, supposed that he was the first to make the
discovery, and how Captain Cook visited it in the
course of his celebrated voyages a few years later,

relative to this beantiful région. Since that time
missionary settlements have been formed, and the
natives, always mild and docile in character, have
followed the example of their sovereigns, who, since
1816, haye embraced Christianity. Furopean fash-
jons and customs have been introduced by the
French, and the old rites and usages of the natives
have almost disappeared.

But the subject of this article'is, more particu-
larly, the landscape of theisland. Itis luxuriant,
as in all tropical countries ; but, in addition to this,
there is a softness and a delicacy about it which our
engravings attempt to portray. When Captain Coolk
first looked upon such a scene, he declared that it
realised the poetic fables of Arcadia. Without speak-
ing of the graceful vegetation of the coast, the coral
reefs which surround the island produce, in the
waters near the shore, a stillness which reminded him
of some parts of the Mediterranean. So placid are
these Tahitian waters, according to a French officer,
M. de Laminal, who lately visited them, that a
ship might lie anchored by a fishing line; and so

and first gave tho English public some information |,

clear are they, that the brilliant coralline vegetas
tion is plainly visible in their depths, animated by,
myriads of fish of the most brilliant and diversified
hues.

In the interior, the mosb charming scenes of
natural and cultivated beanty present themselves
to the eyes of the traveller at overy step of his way.
Vegetation is everywhere rich, an the productions
of theisland are as varied as possible. The casua-
rina, the fig-tree, the arrowroot, the bread-fruit
tree, the cocoa-palm, batatas, yams, bananas, taro,
sugar-cane, tobaceo, oranges, are cultivated, or grow
wild in large quantities, The cultivation of cotion
and indigo, for which the soil and climate are well
suited, has been introduced by Europeans but the
indolence of tho natives has interfered with the
development of any commercial projects of this
kind. Indolence is inevitably induced by a sunn
sky and a fruitful soil ; strong men in brain or 1img
ard bred of hard weather and hard work.

POPULAR DELUSIONS.

GHOSTS, :
T drawing to a ¢lose our articles on Popular Delu-
sions, we must direct the attention of our readers to
the subject of apparitions.

There is, and always has been, a widespread .
belief in ghosts. Without entering on any philo-
logical strictures om the word, or any abstrach
theory on the subject, it is sufficient toobserve, that
what is commonly meant by a ghost is the appari-
tion of a deceased person.

All ghost stories have in them more or less of the
terrible; and the idea of the dead manifesting them-
selves to the living, is not by any means agreeable.
Most of us would dread such an encounter, its
mysterious character would fill us with awe, and an
intimacy with the other world's inhabitants would
be likely to unfit us for the duties of this. There is
much that is solemn, and indeed awful, in tho
presence of the dead ; but much more solemn and
far more awful would it be to stand face to face with
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& disembodied spirit, ignorant of ite grand secret,
unconscious of its novel powers, and spell-bound by
its presence.

Most ghost stories tell ua that ghosts appear
for some certain object; that there is some reason
for their quitting the land of shadows to return to
the place of their earthly residence ; and that they
have something of importance to communieate to
the living. But there are numerous instances in
which they age said to have appeared for no parti-
cular object, or, at all events, with no apparent
reason, To such poor Hood's oﬂvjaetion apples with
peculiar force. ““What did they coms for?” he
asks, “The colliers may rise for higher wages;
the bread on account of the failure of the €rops ;
the Radicals may rise forreform ; the rising genera-
tion may rise ; {ut that a ghost should rise merely
to make my hair rise, 15 more than I can credit |”

It appears that the idea of disembodied spirits wan-
dering over the face of the earth, originated with the
heathen nations of antiquity. Charon, that grim
boatman, would nottake & sonl across the Styx, and
land him safe in Hades, if the body remained un-
buried, and thus many poor souls were supposed to be
left to wander restlessly in the world. On tﬁia aceount
an Athenian admiral was put to death, as during an
engagement he had thrown some of the bodies of his

erew overboard,and thus denied them the rites of
sepulture, and a consequent admission into ghostland.
Many of our The

irit of ugdh;'fhngw onf!hlifi ts
BpIrit of a murderes ippears and haunts some-
body until the bcﬂbﬁ‘mmd the murderer found,
and evidence fonnd, anid a verdict fonnd, and a er:
tain black tree, of artificial growth, bears direful
fruit; or flitting around some tall gibbet, whers the
fhaat.ly remains of a manin-chains: sways mourn-

ully to and fro in the ni trwind, is-seen a ghost—
the ghost of the miserat ‘malefactor ﬂiﬁtchinghifs'
own poor body serving as a banqueb for the kites

snd crows,

Other perturbed
“pale glimpses of the moon” for less important
objects—for example, the payment of an outstand-
ing account at a er’s shop, and some, as we
noticed before, with no apparent ohject ab all,
Sometimes the ghost is said $o be secn by one
Pperson only, sometimes by several persons together;
oceasionally they are heard and not seen, talki
freely, and affording a fund of information on things

general, without making themselves visible ;
sormetimes they are neither seen nor heard, but are
felt in the sense of a mysterious presence, which
communicates a painful sensation to the whole body,
esaacinliy to the brain and nervous system,

'here are, of course, a large number of these
ghost stories, which, from their very absurd cha-
racter, are only caleulated to frizhten children and
exceedingly neryous Feople. %hita figures and
blue fire are now seldom to be seen, even on the

e of a suburban theatrs, and receive no more
oredit than the horns, hoof, and forked tail of a
nameless individual who was supposed to be inti-
mately connected with the sayings and doings of
ghosts and gobling,

Besides these grotesque stories, however, thers
are soveral which are apparently supported by the
evidence of those whose veracity is unquestionable,
Men of standing and ability Have said they have
seen, or heard, or felt the presance of ghosts, and
that ta}:ﬂy have held communion with the spirits of
the dead. In old times, a torch and a tar barrel
might have been the result of such assertions; and
the ghost-seer would have speedily joined the ghosts,
Such times have happilty passed away, and it is to
be regretted that any of the whimsical superstitions
which characterised that barbarons: age should be
still left amongst us,

In looking st the instances given by modern
writers on apparitions (and for which we refer our
readers to our supplementary numbers on “ Appari-
tions"), we ohserve that most of them are traceable
fo a diseased body or disordered mind ; that there
15 a tendency inall of us to believe without examina-
ion what others positivelyassert ; and that inneatrgg
all the examples given coincidences are represen
**First of AL, tho f cortain people, kn

of gures of ce s, known
or unknown, are represented as having appeared to
certain persons. Sometimes these persons positively
assert, and firmly believe, the re&ﬁtg.loe_l these ap-
paritions. Their minds are thoroug ‘impressed
With the convietion that they have mﬁfy seen, and
sometimes conversed with, a denizen of the other
world; but such instances, as medical science
teaches us, are hallucinations, arising from = dis-
ordered body, or an oyverwrought imagination. In
most cages, the apparitions said to have been seen
#re those of dear relatives at a distance, towards

irits are =aid to revisit'the.

whom the mind naturally turns in afectionate
anxiety., A worthy and excellent mean, such as
Oberlin, thrown a.mon%st a superstitions peasantry,
deprived by death of the dear partner of his joys
ang sorrows, entertains the idea, nng fondly main-
tains b, that though separated from him hdy
the ve, her spirib still visits his homestead,
consoling and divecting him in his bereavement.
Anna Maria Rorter asseris that she eaw the spirit
of & worbhﬂ old friend, at the time of his death,
geat himself at her tea table without speaking,
An officer sees an intimate friend, and learns that
his friend died at the very hour of the appearance.
A mother sees her child, about whom she is ox-
tremely anxious. A wife sees hor husband, whom she
Enows to be exposed to imminent peril. ‘A friend
soos a distant friend, in whom ho foels the deepest
interest. A stranger sees a pghost in a haunted
chamber—or rather, we should say, theso people
believe thoy see these sights: there is no canse, i
many instances, to impugn the honesty of their con-
victions. But what can be more natural than that
anxicty about any particular person should so disturb
the thoughts, that, in a semi-consoions state, between
sleaping and wa.kiudg, the imagination shonld conjure
'g'ipt eir forms, ®nd impress the mind with an ides
‘of their actual presonce? Undersuch eircumstances,
every trivial incident is made to favour the im-
pression : the ereaking of a board, the ratiling of
a window frame, the moaning of the wind, the
howling of a wateh-dog, are supposed o have some
terrible significance.

But medical testimony tenches us that many of
these ““ghosts’ are simply eptical delusions, arising
from a peculiarity in the optic nerve, certain
imnges being produced on the retina withont any
n.})parent cause. Scott, in his “ Letters on Demon-
ology,” has dealt yery ably with the subject, and
furnished numerons instances inwhich individuals
afflicted in‘this way, who saw ghests by their bed-
gides am'whem, were themsslves fully con-
vineed voptical delusion under which they
suflered; but the terrible improssions of these
Sppegmnmwere sogreat, as to produce disease and

eath, .

That when one person firmly avews lie has ggen
a ghost at a certain place, otliersshould be:led
to imagine they have seen it also, is not at all
extraordinary. A humorist stops opposite North-
umberland House, and steadily gazing at the Perc
lion, solemnly avows he has seen him wag his tail,
Crowds assamble—everybody anxiously watching
for a repetition of the singnlar phenomenon, some
of them fully satisfied that they have:-seen it—others
equally positive that something very extraordinary
has taken place. Thisfairly {llustrites the facility
with which a Iarge number of persons may be in-
duced to believe in any form of delusion, however
ridiculous, if somebody will but stand ‘? and ery,
““Behold the marvel 1" See how a ghos story will
spread. Molly, the cook-maid, hears a rustlifiy: of
silk, and sees nothing: of course she sets it down
to a ghost walking in silk attire, Susan, the cham-
bermaid, is afraid of going up-stairs alone, for, of
course, the rustling of the silk i= also heard by her,
and, standing between an open window and an
open door—in the broad daylight—she felt some-

ing cold sweep past her | " ATl the servants begin
to hear strange sounds and see strange sights, and
to feel ““a presence;” and the house-dog howls
dreadfully on a cold night —and —the house is
baunted ! The fancy of & nervous eook sets up a
new and “unimpeachable ” ghost ; for all the ser.
vants, who have frightened one another out of their
wits, are ready to sign their name or put their mark
to another case of “spiritual manifestation.”

Some ghosts there are—or, rather, there are said
to be—which seem to amuse themselves like the
mischievotis sprites in fairy tales, namely, by play-
ing all sorts of odd tricks and whimsicdl conceits,
Knocking is a very commion instance of this sort—
““Knock, knock, knock, the sound never ceases”
Sometimes these knockings have been contrived, by
clever rogues, either asa jest, orfor their own profit -
and a large number may be traced to simple aceident
—abroken window ; a loose pantile; arusty hin 8} or
acreaking board.  When there is an extraord;
commotion amongst crockarg—taa-sewices smashed,
and dinner-plates rolling destruction off their
shelves—it is nsually to be traced to the malicious

s of somebody about the premises. There is
the instance of the farm at Baldarroch, Aberdeen-
shire, which little more than twenty years ago ex-
cited so much interest. Showers of elods and stones
fell on the outside of the premises ; spoons, knives,
plates, mustard-pots, ro ing-pins, and flat irons,
were whirled about the interior from room to room,
The wholeneighbourhood was in alarm, Every-

‘would show that deception has

body sel down the manifestations as arising from -
some- perturbed spirit, or the ovil one himsslf,
An old‘man positively asserted that one night
he met a phantom, hard by the premises, ““who
wheeled round his head with a whizzing noigs,
making 2 wind about his ‘ears that almosh blaw
his bonnet; off,” Strange music was also heard, ang
it was positively affirmed that hay-ricks caperad
about in' the corn-yard. Everything was endowsd
with locomotion; a table danced the Highland fling,
and a pioce of meat roasting before the five flew up
the chimney with a h'omengous bang. All this was

‘spread abroad on the'testimony of those whese

yeracity thore was no eause to doubt ; but we know
bow it turned out—two servant girls were at the
bottom of the whole affair; they had employed
considerable dexterity in the trick, which the terror
and aredﬁt%:i theneighbours swelled into immense
importance, when the “ghosts” of Baldarroch
were lodged in gaol, it was no longer possible for
the most superstitions to maintain their faith in the
(12 maﬁif@!l_tatiﬁn."

Without entering further on the subject of ghosts
and goblin stories, we may here state our conviction
that everyrone of them, if properly investigated,
been practised:
deceptions, in numerous instances, arising from
natural causes; such as bodily i ity, mental
depression, or optical illusion} in athers, by the
mere force of imagination and the fear which is
usually felt'at'the idea of holding communion with
the dead ; and lastly, that many of these cases are
nothing mmthm’it&udulmt deceptions on the
wealc and credulous; £

The pretended exercise of supernatural power by
certain classes of peopls, iand a widespread beliof
in these pretensions, is fraceable in every ageof the
world's history. It has assumed different forms,
and been pursued more or less innocently by thosc
who have traded on the crad*u.l_it{of mankind. And
sowing the sesds of superstition broadeast over the
earth, these seeds have sprung up and borne fruits
in the minds of those who have really entertainad
no disposition to deceive others, but who have
honestly believed in their own decaptions, and have
become the unwilling and unconscious instruments
of perpstuating Popular Delusions. The raging
delirium of witeheraft has passed away, and been
sugceeded by milder forms of delusion ghost end
goblin stories have lost much of their old character,
and assumed a more philosophical form; but that
Ecnpla should be found still credulous enough to

elieve them af all, is a disgrace to the enlighten-
ment and eivilisation of the nineteenth century.

Sreientific Fotes, - .

PEAT GAS.—While enumerating on & previous
occasion the various admirable uses whereto the
vast stores of peat in the United angdom migtit
profitably and economically be applied, s ‘power

0 ishing &:ﬁa for illuminating purposes was
omitted. Tn Copenhagen, it appears that mas'ie
thus obtained in large quantities, of & superior qus-
lity, yielding a Hght whiter, clearer; and mare, bril-
liant than any procurable from coal. The ‘example
should stimulate imitation. ;

SHOWER OF Iom. — General Sabine, in & veoent
letter to the Royal Society, desoribes a remarkable
meteorological oceurrence during his voyage fren:
England to the East Indies, On the forenoon of
January 14, 1860, after passing, and when abount
300 miles 8. 8. E. of the Uape of Good Hope, the
wind shifting suddenly from B, to N., a heavy squail
gwept over the vessel, accompanied f)y violent rain
and some vivid lightning. The lightning was follow:
by a shower of icy fragments of great size, which .
lasted for three minutes. Ordinaryhail showers are
found, on examination, to consist of a spongy and
porous nucleus, like frozen snow, surrounded by &
thin film of ice ; bub these were irregular and esm-
pact masses of real ice; of sizes varying from that of
a sugar plum to that of half a brick, After the
first surprise, when partially melted, two pieces wore
found to weigh 34 and 5 ounces respectively; while
another fragment, affer a quarter of an hoir; fitled
an ordinary water tumbler. The sails of the vassel
were rent into numerous holes by the pelting of this
Eitiless shower ; but, though many of the craw were

nocked down, no one was seriously injured.

SOAPING AND SCRUBBING BRUSH.—An invention
of a strikingly simpla yet ingenious character, and
which will, no doubt, recomménd itself to all lovers d
of cleanliness, has just beori patented by Mr. Tasch,
of New York. It consists in attaching a cako of
soap to the back of a brushin such a manner thnt,
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