THE- ILLUSTRATED LONDON ALMANACK FOR 1884.

AN ACCOUNT of the PUBLIC INCOME and EXPENDITURE of the UNITED KINGDOM for the YEAR ENDING MARCH 31, 1883,
i amounts raised by taxation and those received from other sources of revenue, and specifying what portion of the

distinguishing the several
Charge for Debt has been applied to the Redemption of Debt.

INCOME. EXPENDITURE.
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2,800,000 0 0 Annuity ... 83,673 0 0O
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29,008,673 0 0
Property and Income Tax e e . i e 11,800,000 0 O Interest, &ec., of Loans for Tocal ! 5’
Btampa :— Purpossgsie LS R T ER 475,515 0 0
mf “ SR Interest, &c.,of Exchequer Bonds, Suez 199,910 0 0
a es o s i o 8,759,400 0
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Postal Receipts and Telegraph ... o 9381604 0 0 TransvaAL, Expenses connected with the ... .. <4641 0 0
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3,283,479 0 0 govlilmcl;]utmnto India ... wg,% g g
ivi Arges ane 1
Crowx Rigmrs:— MisceLLaxeous Crvin Services (inelud- "
Afin ) ing Consolidated Fund Charges, but
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coined, &c., less Expenses of Mint ... 25,080 0 © kb g kfaiiieg, Ebumpe, <€ ﬂ’w_o_o 16,332,002 0 0
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GREAT STORMS IN ENGLAND,.

In July of 1882 a violent storm of hail and rain did considerable damage i

London and in other parts of the country, although it by no means equalleg
in violence that of Oct. 24, 1882, which was one of the most violent we have
experienced of late years, During the last twenty years or so, England has
been visited by several very violent gales, mostly accompanied with heavy
rain. Famous storms occurred in the Januaries of 1865, 1866, and 1868 ;
also in February, 1868; November, 1872; December, 1573; November,
1875; March and December, 1876; while in 1877 the months of January,
October, and November were marf(ed by very violent gales, The violent,
and, as it may be called, unseasonable, storm of wind which occurred on
April 29 of the present year will long be remembered. But these storms
are not to be compared for violence to some which have visited this country
at an earlier date. For instance, it is on record that in 944 no less than
1500 houses were blown down in London alone, and as many as 500
m October, 1091. In 1696, in a storm on the east coast of England,
over 200 colliers and coasters were lost, with most of their crews.
The Great Btorm oceurred in 1703. Famous storms oceurred also in
December, 1814, in August, 1816, in November, 1528, and in January, 1839,
when great damage was done by land and sea in the west of England, but
especially in Ireland, when Dublin suffered most severely. It wasin the
historical stor.u_of Oct. 81 and Nev. 1, 1859, that the Royal Charter was
totally lost; and in the great gale of February, 1861, that part of the
Crystal Palace was blown down, and the steeple of Chichester Cathedral
fell. But of all the storms which have s.ﬁectecF this country none ean com-
‘pare in violence or for the loss of life and property occasioned with that of
1703, It occurred on Nov. 26-27, and may be said to have been the only
tempest which in our latitude has equalled the rage of a tropieal
‘hurricane. It is, too, the only tempest in this country which has been
made the oceasion of a Parliamentary address, or of a public fast,
16 commenced on the morning of the 26th, but did not reach its
height till the afternoon of the following day. A huge * bhore”
swept up the Thames, and erushed, as if they had been so many walnut-
shells more than 1000 eraft of all sizes, and the loss sustained in London
alone was caleulated at about two millions sterling, the City presenting the
appearance of a place recently sacked, Bristol was in a similar plight, and
thoroughout the country grand mansions were laid prostrate. The Bisho

of Bath and Wells and his wife were killed in their beds as their palace fell.
I'he number of lives lost was appalling. In London nearly 150 persons were
killed, and the wonder is that there were no more, as 800 houses were blown

down, and no less than 2000 chimney stacksfell. Altogether, 8000 persons were:
said to have periahed&mrtly in the storm and Etalrtly in the floods, espemﬂg
along the conrses of the Thames and Severn. the Downs the fleet, whid
had just returned from the Mediterranean, erienced the full fury of the
tempest, and nearly a dozen men-of-war were driven on shore, and 1800 men
and officers were drowned. It was in this tempest the first Eddystone Light-
house disappeared, with its ingenious architect Winstanley, who is said to hayve
expressed o wish that he might be in it during the wildest storm that ever
blew. Trees were blown down in all directions by tens of thousands; in
Kent alone 17,000 being torn up by the roots. Cattle perished in multztuz‘[es.
on one level on the banks of the Severn no less less than 15,000 sheep being
drowned. Extraordinary stories are told of the violence of this wind, Dr.
Andrew Giffard reluting that a la stable with five horses and the man
who was in charge of them was lif clean off the ground and deposited
many yards from the place where it originally stood. So serious was the
imgreesion made on the public mind by this visitation that a day of fasting
and humiliation was appointed by the Gover t; and in ation
of it Joseph Taylor, a bookseller in Paternoster-row, left £40 for an annual
service to be preached on the subjeet, which has now been done every
November for more than a century and a half. The year 1883 will be
memorable for the violence of its storms and destruction of life and
property throughout Europe. The earthquakes in Ischia and Java oceasioned
a loss of life of between sixty and seventy thousand,

RATLWAY EXTENSION OF LONDON.

The passing by a Committee of the House of Commons, Session 1883, of the
bill for the extension of the Oxted and Groombridge Railway from Croydon
to Dulwich, from which point the Chatham and Dover Railway will take
its traffic to Holborn-viaduct, Ludgate-hill, Moorgate-street, King's-cross,
and Victoria, will, no doubt, have an important effest on the fortunes of the
Chatham and Dover Company, hitherto excluded from the whole of the ter-
ritory embraced by the counties of Surrey and Sussex, includin g Easthourne,
Haastings, Newhaven, Brighton, Bhoreham, Worthing, and Bognor; the
Chatham Company will, by means of the new line, obtain a position af
Tunbridge Wells, and, in addition, secure access to all the rapi {;mmng
suburban distri bet Croydon and Dulwich. To the whole of this
country the new line is not merely a line competing with an existing rail-
way ; it forms a new route from Ludgate-hill and Holborn, Mo orgate-street

and King's-cross, where none existed belonging to the Londo n, Chatham,
and Dover.
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