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THE POST OFFICE,
From the thirtieth report (1884) of the Postmaster-General we gather
there had been a slight decrease in the net revenue, compared with that of
the previous year. The decrease was £374,648, and this arose from having
to spend, by order of the House of Commons, £180,000 in preparing for the
introduction of cheaper 6d. telegrams, and £170,000 for supplying plant and
equipment for the parcels post. The gross revenue actually increased more
than £450,000, as against £264,000 last year, And the Increase in cor-

respondenceis 3'2 per cent more than the previous year. The number of all | ten

postal missives per head of the population compared with that of intervals
of ten years is :—In 1854 the number of letters per head was 15; in 1884, 22
in 1874, 30; and in 1854, 37, It is a curious fact that the increase has been
almost exactly at the rate of seven letters for every ten years; and this
might at first sight suggest that the more recent thorough diffusion of edu-
cation has not materially i d correspond t is to be borne in
mind, however, that post-cards were introduced in 1870, and have
perhaps diminished the number of letters. There are now four post-
cards sent annually for each person, thus raising the total number of
written communications to 41 per head, or nearly double the average
number of 20 years ago. In no other country does correspondence reach
such a height. In 1882, the last year for which statistics were
available, 21 letters per head were sent in the TUnited States, 17 in
Germany, 16 in France, 7 in Italy, and 5 in Spain. It is interesting to ob-
gerve that our descendants across the Atlantic, though a very bad second,
come next to us in the race, while the two leading nations of the Continent
are close together, The a- number of postal missives pa.ssi.u%lthmugh
the central office in a week is estimated at 13 millions and a half, At
Christmas, 1882, an additional 14 millions of letters and packets passed
through the office ; and last Christmas the number increased to 15,400,000.
It may be imagined therefore that a large extra force was necessary to cope
with this exceptional p e, Last Chri 1200 additional hands were
employed, the total number on duty at the central office being thus brought
up to 3000, _

With regard to the parcels post service, this was brought into operation
without causing the slightest delay in the delivery of letters. Although it
‘was impossible to obtain trustworthy data, it was estimated that the number
of parcels to be carried would be about 27 millions a year. In the first
weeks of the pareels post the number carried was at the rate of 15 millions a
year. Gradually the number increased to the rate of between 21 and 22
millions, and this represents the number carried at the present time, After
80me experience it was found possible to effect many simplifications und
economies, and in many instances accelerating the delivery of parcels,
‘Without venturing to predict whether the parcels busi of the Post Office
would be large or small, Mr. Fawcett is confidentthat the working expenses
can be adjusted to the number of parcels carried, thus securing the revenue
against loss. The most effectual way of securing economy in the ls
post working, it has been found, is to amalgamate 1t with the general postal
service of the country. So far from supplanting private enterprise, the rail-
Wiy companies and other carriers have been stimulated to introduce a
cheaper and better parcels service.

The increase in the telegraph revenue in the past year wasnot nearly
80 _great as that of the ‘prrecaﬂ.m& twelve months, probably a much surer

& inerease or decr

r All Postu_()ﬂices h:fl ehthe Lm:doafa Disﬁrict are closed on Sundays, with some
ew exceptions, w! are open for the receipt and dispateh of telegr
during certain imu.rs. X il 4 -
St.]o?ol?clf é;;- mp]%]inlang%gost-car&d § are sold &
u rds—l1, 13d. 5 2, 23d.; 3,4d.; 4, 54d.; 5, 63d.; 6, 8d. ; 6a. 8d. fora
parcel of 60. Thin Cards—1, 14d.; 2, 23d.; 3, 3ld.: 4, 43d.: 5 5
6,70.; 11s. 8. for n parocl of 130, 0 2 s B 8.; 4 4d.; 0, 65
Ingquiries for Missing Letters, &e., should be made at the Becretary's
Office, New Buildings, between ten a.m. and four p.m. (SBaturdays between

and one),
INLAND BOOK POST,
The postage is one halfpenny for every 2oz. or part of that weight,
A packet gost.ed wholly unpaid is charged with double the book postage;
and if posted partially prepaid, with double the deficiency.

COLONIATL, AND FOREIGN BOOK POST.

The limit of size for a book-packet addressed to any place abroad is 24in,

in length and 12 in. in width or depth. The postage is 1s. a pound,
FOREIGN CARD POST.

The postage of a card is in every case one half the rate for a single lotter,

Foreign post-cards with an impressed stamp of 1d. and 11d. each are sold
sﬁt that mttlféa:ld :.rre tranm:ts)aii; e ?o the mgqgirgy of the c?untries of the

nion without extra charge, but reference sho be made for tional
rates to the Post-Office Guide. TS

REGISTRATION (INLAND AND FOREIGN).

The fee for registering a letter, newspaper, or book-packet passing

be{\\ﬂze? angl two p}l}?ce? in’the United Kingélcim is twopence. G =
ee char e for registration to Colonies and Foreign tril

is variable. Segaeg’ost-()ﬂoe Guide. e

Every letter to be registered should be pr ted at the ter, and &
receipt obtained for it, and should on no account be dropped into the letter-
box. If, contrary to this rule, a letter marked “ Registered,” be dropped
into theletter-box, it will, if directed to any place in the United Kingdom or
the British Colonies, be liable to a registration fee of 4d., instead of the

ordinary fee of 2d.
INDIAN FARCEL POST.

1. Persons wishin, Etosendpamelatoa.nypartoﬂ%ﬁtishlndia can do 8o
through the Indian Parcel Post Agency—established under authority of the
Director-General of the Post Office of India—at 122, Leadenhall-street, E.C.;
and (Branch Office) at 25, Cockspur-street, 8. W.

2. The charge for parcels is 1s. per lb. or fraction of 1 1b. (prepayment
optional), eovering transit from London to destination in India, Insurance
may be eifected, if desired, at the rate (to be prepaid) of 1s. up to £3 valu
2s. 6d. up to £10 value, and 5s. up to £20 value, Indian Customs duty (i
chargeable) will be realised from the ee.

N.B.—Parcels containing books only, or articles treated as books under
the British Inland Book Post Rules, are charged 6d. per 1b,

COLONIAL AND FOREIGN PATTEEN AND SAMPLE PORT.

There is a Pattern and Sample Post to certain colonies and foreign
oountnea;_bnt it is restricted to boni fide trade patterns or samples of

at the following prices :—

J%:lnliex of the state of trade than ease of corresp

L m price of a telegram has hitherto preciuded its use for private
purpozes by any but the well-to-do, and even in businessTrll]zatbera the tele~
e pr re—

gmp}liaout of the habitual use of retail trad ) 2
uction of the tariff will be a change of a far-reaching character, and it will
Le interesting to note its effects. In the meantime, communication by
means of the telephone is increasing in large towns and business circles,
although here again, as the instrument is at present worked, only the upper
middle class can participate in the advantages of the inventi '

The Savings Bank atforded the same remarkable proof of an adaptation
to the wants of the population. Nearly a quarterof a millionof additional
depositors had recourse to the bank during 1883, one in every nine persons
in England and Wales being a customer. In the last ten years both the
aggregate amount t(l)%poaiteﬂ and the number of depositors nearly doubled,
the sum in the custody of the bank being nearly 42 millions and the number
of depositors over 8,100,000, Nor does this represent a mere withdrawal of
accounts from other banks, for the business of the trustee sa banks
showed no falling off. With regard to the jealousy of the Post Office by
private bankers, 1t has been found to supply & want to persons of sma
means, In the county of Cambridge, for inst with a population of
190,000, there are only ten places rejoicing in the privilege of a bank,
whereasthere are forty-seven towns and villages possessing a post-office trans-
acting Savings Bank business. On the other hand, it may be anticipated that
the saving habits induced in childhood through the possession of an account
In the Post Office will in after life tend to the beneiit of the private banker,
who should therefore be the friend rather than the foe of so admirable a
nursery of thrift. With regard to recent changes in the Postal Order
arrangements, by an alteration of the denominations of orders and by
allowing stamps, to the number of five, to be affixed to the back of an order,
any broken amount up to a pound may now be sent by means of two orders
at most, while at the same time the poundage has been d s0 that in
no case will the cost of sending such an amount exceed two-pence or two-
pence halfpenny. The Postmaster-General reports that this change has
already i the circulation of orders by 50 per cent; the mumber
issued being at the rate of 18 millions and a half in the year.

GENERAL POSTAL RATES.

The rates of postage on inland letters prepaid are as follow, viz:—

Fora lgtterlnote% NG LOR. o el e e 14
0%,, but not ex: ing 2 oz. i T
" 2 0z., and less thmoeedmg 4 0z, aun Lyty Esd‘
i 4 0z., and less than 6 oz, S e ﬁd.
» 6 0z., and less than 8 oz, i -
5 8 oz., and less than 10 oz. el s ﬁt‘i
3 10 0z., and less than 12 oz.

A letter exceeding the weight of 12 oz, is liable to a postage of 1d. for
every ounce, b with the first ounce. A letter, for example, weighing
between 14 oz, and 15 oz, must be pregmd 1s. 8d.

A letter posted unpaid is chargeable on deh'veri with double postage;
and if insufficiently prepaid is chargeable with double the deficiency,

Too Late Fee.—The late fee charged for posting inland ordinary letters,
after the time of closing the boxes forthe dispatch of a mail, is extended
and reduced to an uniform rate of a halfpenny.

MODES OF PREPAYMENT.

Inlandletters, ni apers, and book-packets cannot be prepaid in money,
but must be prepaid Ey means of stamps, either adhesive or embossed or
impressed. This rule applies also to registered letters.

ceptions.—At _the Chief and District Post Offices, and at the Charing-
cross and Lombard-street Post Offices in London, as well as at the Head
Offices in Edinburgh and Dublin.
PORTAL ORDERS.

Postal orders, for certain fixed sums from 1s. up to £1, are issued o the
public at all post offices at which money order business is transacted.,

"he following are the amounts for which postal orders areissued, together
with the poundage payable in respect of each order :—

Anaungﬁor Poundage. A%ﬁ.‘é’;’tﬂ‘“ Poundage.
M el e i 78, 6d. s seer Ay
18, 6d. .. e ad. I 108, od. i
2s. €d. save LY 205, 0d. s agde

The person to whom a postal order is issued must, before parting with
it, ill in the name of the Money-Order Office at which the amount is to be
paid. The person so named must, before payment can be made, sign the
receipt at the foot of the order, and must also fill in the name of the Money-
Order Office, if that has not been already done.

MONEY ORDERS.

The commission on Inland Money Orders is:—

For sums under 10s., 2d.; 10s. and under £2, 3d. ; £2 and under £3, 4d. ;
£3 and under £4, 5d. ; £4 and under £6, 6d. ; £5 and under £6, 7d.; £6 and
under £7, 8d.; £7 and under £8, 9d.; £8 and under £9, 10d. ; £9 and under
£10, 11d. ; £10, 1s.

POST-OFFICE BAVINGS BANKS.

Post-Office Savings Banks are established at all Money-Order Offices in

the United Kingdom, and are open for the receipt and payment of money

|and for the transaction of Government Stock business daily during the

hours appointed for Money-Order business,
INLAND TELEGRADMS.

The charge for telegrams throughout the United Kingdom is 1s. for the
first twenty words, and 8d. for every additional five words or part of five
words. The names and addresses of the sender and receiver are not counted.

THE PARCELS POST.

The following are the general conditions in regard to weight, dimensions,

rates, and time of postage :—

The rate of postage, to be pre-
paid in ordinary postage-
stamjis—

FOR AN INLAND POSTAL PARCEL
of a weight

Not exceeding 1 1b.... 0s. 8d.
Exceeding 1 1b. and not exceeding 3 1b. Os, 6d.
” 3 1b. 3" i 51b. Ao 08, od.
71b. 18, Od,

o» 5 1b. “1n3 ”
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