THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON ALMANACK FOR 1866.

SPRING,

THE spring may now be said to be giving place to the warmer and richer
days of summer, and our gardens assume a more brilliant aspect than in the
earlier months of the year. In May and June many greenhonse plants may
be bedded ont in the open ground; and happy ate those who now reap the
reward of the winter's care nnd patience, The camellias and azaleas ninke o
waonderful show, and masses of the rich deep-coloured rhododendrons are now
blooming in full glory swhere the soil and sifuation suits them. No one éan
have seen Mr. Waterer’s splendid collection of these plants without a vivid
recollection of the effect of such masses of colour as they display. Rich deep
crinizon, delicate rose, and tinted manve, with pure transparent white, blend
together in wonidrons beauty ; and we are struck with the brillisncy only to
be seen in 4 mass of living colour, T6 s difficult to distinguish between the

1 and rhododendrons af firsh sight; but we soon observe that. the
rhododendron s a larger Head of flowers than the azalea, and that the Ieayes
of the latier are almost entirely deciduons.

Greab advances have been lately made in. the enltivation of both these
beautiful shrabs, and we have had some most magnificent varieties introduced
into otir gardens from America and also from the r of the Himalaya,
in India. The rhododendron was well known fo fhe Gireels by the name of
rosé laurel. The Romans were also acauainted with it, but, as Pliny observes,
they had not the good fortune to give it & name—for it was in ancieat Italy,
as it is in Hurope ab the present day,known by its ariginal Greek name, which
sigpifies 4 “rose-tree.” Theancients were well acquainted with the poisonons
qualities of the flowersof the rhododendron and the azalea, both of which are
abundant in Pontus ; and She flowers had sueh an influence on the honey of
the country that the Homans would not receive it as tribute, but obliged the
inhabitants of that part of Pontns to pay a double portion of wax instead of it.
Both the rhododendron and azalea were abundant in the neighbourhood of
Trebizond in the time of Xenaplon, and they are still so0. ‘We all know the
story of his army of 10,000 Greeks being poisoned with the honey of svhich
they partook ; and historjans tell ns that the ground was strown with the
bodies of saléf_icrs as if after o baftle. They gradually recovered, however,
and twenty-four hours affer the attack nothing remained of it bnt excessive
weakness, EBotanists consider that the flower which did all this mischief was
that of the Azalea pontica and not of the rhododendron. The name of the
azalea comes from a Greek word  ofaleoc—azaleos —dvy, arid, in
reference to the habitabion of the plant. In works on gardening we find
azaleas and rhododendrons treated of indifferently. 'The simne soil appears to
suifi both—a sandy peat; but the azalea is more delicate and tender than the
rhododendron, never attaing so large a size, and réfquires more protection.
Azaleas are chiefly white and diffevent shades of pink; while the colours of the
rhododendron seem fo assume every tint but blue. Loudon tells us that the
splendid specimens of these plants, which annually attract so much attention
at onr flower ghows, are grown in a rich soil and frequently watered with
lignid manure. This treatment stimulates the plant, and produces those
magnificent pyramids of blossom which are so_much admired, On the other
hand, when they are to be placed out in onr gavdens and shrubberics, and fa
be regarded as half-hardy plants, they ought not to have a_rich soil, and
should be kept rather dry. Thesituabion most suitable for rhododendrons and
azu}e_aa.ﬁpgmrs to be a border in E;gg_ﬁ,pt awall facing the east, for the native
nosition of most of them is in a shaded wood on n mountain. , Onr common
rhododendron is very hardy, and will stand the cold of our winters very well.
In gome parts of the country it grows £0 Inxuriantly as to be almost wild ; and
in Snffolk, in the neighbourhood of Buryg St Hdmunds, we have secn acres of
heath land covered with its purple clusters of flowers and rich dark leaves,
The spécies of azalea and rhodedendron which come from warmer climates
might possibly resist the cold of our mild winters, bt it is best to keep them
in pots, and place them in the greenhouse, heforé the appagt_‘cﬁo'f cold wenther,
In our Plate we have a spray of the bright and beautitul Pyris japonica, ar

Japan gquinee-tree. It is known o modern botanisis a3 the Cydonia ja

T2t 8,
and belongs to the same tamily a8 our. apples and pears, Tt is @ rative of
Japan and Ohing, and grows to, the Lieight of five or &ix feet, and flowers
throughont the greater part of thie year if well supplied with water during
the hottest months, Tt was introduced into out gardens in 1815, and has been
adopted as a general favourite.  Trained against a wall oron a palizade, if is
oneof the most ornamental of floweting shrubs.  Mr. London tells us that it
Lias also been trained up with o single sters as a standard, and in this manner
its pendent ranches and numerous fowers give it a rich and striking appear-
ance, especially in early spring. 16 is diffienlt fo mate with its congenors.
grafting ; bub if it could be grafted standard high on fhe peat, the hasythorn,
or éven the compion quines, it would form 4 most delightful little tree. Tt
has ripened fraib both as a hush and against a wall : but the fruif, even when
ripe, 18 unfit to eat, thongh if has so fragrant a smell as to indnce persons to
keep it among their clothes, The plant is readily propagated hy layers or
snckers, and ital2o grows by cuttings, An anthoress, in writing of this shrub,
calls its flowers ** fairy fires’'— . ?

That gleamn and glow amid tha winkry seone ;

Lighting thoir rudily besiogns at the sun

T g of it i el fefalln

ro; . .

Wreatized in bop e §;¥aa_nﬁf.?ﬁfnm.
The large deeply-coloured corolla of the garden ancmone does not merit the
appellation of windflower, as does onf own native little Anemone nemoros,
one of the carlicst harbingers of gpring—

When earth, exulting, {from her winkry tomb,

Breaks forth with fowers,

The delicateiy-pencilled flowers of this little piant are nataral haremetars, and

| London, and many of the pretty gay windo:
' duced without much care or tronble from the

introduced, and which, indeed, is almost too powerful and peculiar to combine
well with other scents, In appearance the heliotrope is very unpretending.
1ts clusters of tiny purple flowers are surrounded by leaves not of the
brightest green ; iut its qualities cause it to be sought L 3

tivited in gardens and greenhouses, Its popular 5 LY, i :
eates the sort of odour_wgfch it emits, but we think it inore resembles noyean
than anything else.  As a late antumn flower there is nothing w orthier of the
garden ; if kept in the greenhouse it will grow, six ov eight feet ] ;
forth its lilac nosegays all through the winter. Its nnzﬁeqomw
Greek words, signifying “to turn to the sun,” Both Pliny and. Diosc
assert that the flowers are always turned towards the sun. [a
family of plants which was formerly inclided in Doraginacem, and
received the name Ehretin'cem, The heliotrope wes called yerrucaria by the
old Romans, because the juice of the leaves mixed with salt was said fo be
cificacious in removing warts, One of the best gmn_hou;e&}ﬁup@.wu have for
bearing the confined atmosphere of A sitting-reom {5 the Cineravia, of which
We ste 50 many varieties of colonr in every collection of plans. 1t belongs to
the family of composite plants, and is related fo the ragworts of our hedges ;
indeed, 16 may fairly he considered nothing more than a pifrician ragwort.
1t is & native of the Canary Isles, whence ib was Antredueed abont eighty
)'f.’mﬁrfzgd- The name of Cineraria was originally given to the large yellow-
flowered Cineraria maritimp, the whole siirface of which is coversd with
greyish white down the coleur of wood ashes or eineres. | This speeies is
excellent for garden edgings and “ rilibons,” and for bonguets where a dash of
grey i5 desirable. When old and with plenty of branches it makes the finest
possible centre for a bed of scarlet or crimson flowers, The cineraria of our
Plate, however, isone of the innumerable yarieties which add such brightness
to the eariiest days of our floral season, and enable us to decorate onr tables
and our hiouses before the summer flowers burst upon us. Do not: the delicate
little milk-white flowers in our bonguet remind us of bridal hreakfasts and
tearful partings as well as of merrymakings? Sprays ufthmj‘)_mﬁg little

shrub enter largely into the composition of nosegays for such ceeasions, 1t is
the Dentzin gracilis, and belangs to the mock mﬁgc_fmﬂjw?%hm.
We havenot a British species of the genus ; they are all small trees and orna-
mental shrubs, and known only in gardens and greenho*u,gaa,; [but then we
familiarly know them in the fragrant gyfinga, with its peeuliar, scent and
pretty white flowers. The leaves have the flavour of cueumber, and so hardy
15 it, and 0 ensily propagated, that it is, found in eyery shrubbery from St.
Petersburg to the Mediterranean. The blossoms are sometimessubstitnted for
those of the orange-tree, and are then {requently called ci_tégl_l-_blossorr_!s. The
dentzias area very interesting gronp of plants ; the leaves of one of the species
sapply o well-known and extremely beantiful miczpsmpicnbtg:t in the white
silicions sfars that bestrew thesurface, In our shrubberies the Deutzia scabra
g‘l_g;ﬁ'.m'Sa height of six to eight feet; Dentzia gracilisis a prefby Iittle green-
e shrnb, with ovate lanceolate Ieaves and a profusi millk-white, scent-
3 flowers, in delicate, half-pendulous racemes; the buds before. expansion
sembling earaway comfits. It is a native of Japan. The filaments of the
el stamens are extremely broad and flat, dnd havgtwﬂt%emnteﬂgl;wﬂm,
between which stands the yellow anther; the number of styles yariesfrom
three to four, or even five. For the binoeular microscope the calyx is a charm-
ing object, being covered with stars like those upon the leaf of the scabra, but
more delicate, 1 !

Those pretty little yellow balls in our nosegay claim notice now j and we
believe that of all greenhouse plants none are niore conspicuons or elegant in
the early spring than the charming Australian acacins, of one of which these
are thefrnit. In some species these golden globes are often deliciously fra-
grant, and borne in every variety of infiorescence, from. the solitary and
wiillary up to immense panicles that float in the air like golden clouds, . These
globes are not eolitary or individual flowers, but heads of niimerous very small
ones, sessile, and in shape rosaceous, as is plainly seen in the unopened buds.

e chenille soft appearance which they present when fully expanded isowing
their very numerous stamens. | The acacias belong to the legnminonsfamily
of plants, and our specimen is a sprig of Acacia dealbata. It is one of the
hardicst species of the genns, and also one of most rapid growth. It has been
tried in the open air as a standard in various parts of Britain, and has stood
out for several winters, growing to the height of 30ft, Some of these trees
have stood in the Botanical Gardens at Kew since the year 1898, Mr. Loudon
mentions one growing in the Norwich Nursery 16 it. ligh, it having attained
that height in fonr years after being planted out.  We read in Loudon’s works

| of an acacin of this sort g6 Mm:hm,?fp Parsonage, in Somersetshire, which, in
DY | March, 1835, had attained a height of 1

close and hang down their heads at the approach of rain. We hardly recog-
nise ns belonging to the same family the gay anemones of the garden.
Anemone coronaria and hortensis fre well kniown as florists’ fowers, and are
very elegant ornaments in the garden borders., Their colours are deep rich
purple, blue, violet, yellowish, or white, and many new varieties are con-
stantly being introduced by the cultivator. Donble or semi-donble fiowers
are much in repute, and our Drawing represents a fine specimen of the kind,
The soil preferred by the anemone is a fresh loam, rather heavy than light.
T'he nsual time of planting i= in October, covering the roots threp inches; but
tohave earlier bloom they may be planted in September : and to have bloom
every month in the year plant every month, The finer gorts require protection
from violent storms and excessive light and heat; but many varieties do
exceedingly well in borders, and the anemone is really hardier than the
garden ranunenlus. We seldom find very bright and attractive celonrs in
tlowers eombined with delicious scents. If we consider the sweetest perfume
of our gardens we shall find that the rose is perhaps almost the only flower
which is cherished alike for its beautiful appearance and delicions scent, The
perfume of our bouquet iz due to the little sprig of heliotrope that has been

6 of 16£t. or 174¢, It had only been planted
out two years ; when planted it was turned out of a small tp_u_i: and was put
into a border of peat earth, where it grew to a height of 81t. the first summer
and showed Dlossoms the following autumn. It is one of the most beautiful of
all the acacins; its light delicate folinge, of a pale green eolonr, and the fine
bloom which covers its branchies with fairy-like golden BLalls, render this tree
a vuluable addition to any collection either indoors or ontt in. flie, shrabb
1t is difficult, however, to keep it fresh and brig] &;ﬁéfg sibbin;
atmgsphere appears to be too dry for i, and, in spiteol all
yellow Dballs will fall off, till at last none are,
annoyance can only be avoided by having a retreat fo
in the shape of o conservatory, or by ngrecing 01
rooms well supplied with fresh plants. This is done fq

i
wise expenditure of an annual sum in erder to sécu
taste in this delightfnl substitute for real con
difficult matter to sum up all the soclal gualitie
alyays welcome when on enfering a room. we
the table, Assuredly, of all domestic
‘ Better hang a wild rose over the toilette tha .
“{he eye that looks in the glass will soe there and
aequire something of a religious right to respect itself in thinking by how
many objects in the creation the bloom of beanty is shared.” Put but a rose,
or a lily, or a violet on your table, and youand Lord Bacon have a custom in
common, for it was the habit of that great and wise man to have flowers set
daily on his table when he ate. We had the opportunity last year of men-
tioning and deseribing a Wardian case as obviating all the diculties of
growing plants in a London atmosphere; and to those who cannot have a
conservatory we say get a Wardian case, Numerons plants will live and
fiourish well in ip, and with one in the window of the darkest room there is an
air of brightness which must please all comers, We have scen very clegant
and lasting table ornaments in use on the table of a tasteful friend, who
cannot get a snpply of flowers, ?iy arranging e]e%aut ferns and mosses in a
glass vase or stand in peat mounld, and allowing them to root and grow there.
This stand is kept in a little Wardian case all day and night, except when
required to decorate the breakfast and dinner table with its freshness,
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SUMMER,

170 efass of plants is so remarkable as that in which are inclided the many
}:wi corions forms of orchids, The anomalous structure of the flowers, their
. znazing variety, and the manner of life proper to most of the species wonld
:‘ alome give interest to this race of plants, The representatives of the family
|‘4has are fonnd in Britain grow like other plants upon the earth: but the
fropical forms mostly perch themselves upon the branches of trees, or in the
«lefts of rocks, procuring their nourishment partly from the atmosphere and
perily from the decaying organic matter that casnally acenmulates about
| theirroots. Todenote this existence, and to distinguish them from * parasites,”
| khese tree-inhabiting orchids are called *epiphytes” No plants produce
| Blessoms of more rare and transporting beanty, or of figures mare fantastie, of
odonrs more delicions, or of colours more rich and vivid, They seem to take
plesare in devinting from all the ordinary types of structure : and in many
enmes rezemble insects, birds, and reptiles, and even gquadmipeds and the
womann fignre. Several of these vegetable mimics reside in'onr awn conntry,
1 d giving us in this respect, as in most others, o miniature representa-
 viom of the whele world, They are distributed all over the globe, growing in
ali*datitndes bat the very coldest and the very dryest. In temperate
! ies like our own they are exclusively terrestrial, and ornament our
meadows and marehes with their fairy forms; but in the hot damp woeds of
ihe tropies they are chiefly aerial and décorate the trees with natural jewellery,
Hoplants better recompense a florist than do the epiphytic species, nor do any
irspart 50 magic a beauty to our hothonses, They require, however, special
freatment; they do not mix well usnally with other flowers, so that an
*emehid housa™ b a distinet: ty when they are to be enltivated,
‘The distingunishing liarity of the strocture of these wonderful plants is
| $22 blending of the filaments of the stamens with the styles and stigmas, The
| masnire of this Dlending is in iteelf pecnliar, and, in order to nuder-tand it, we
, will gnote from a work recently published by Mr. Leo Grindon, lecturer on
| Betany in Munchester, on “ British and Garden Botany.” He says :—* Peing
! Endogens, the type or plan of the flowers of orchids is ternary. This iz
sgrmeraily plnin enough in the three sepals ; but leaving these, we seem to lose
(1t slmost immediately § and, in faet, it is only by observation of the exquisite
¢ emnal structure pointed ont by Mr. Darwin, that the ternary structure of
. $he yemainder of the flower becornes evident. This keen observer showsus

At an orchid flower eonsists of fifteen elementary parts, many of them ina
zach modified and confluent condition, and that every one of these fifteen
w &= indicated' by a group of vessels (microscopic of conrse) which runs into it
t fyom the genernl axis,”  Mr. Darwin's rvesearches on the orchids are of a
| Highly interesting character, and he has perhiaps thrown more light on their
| *hmeture than any but a naturaiist of ench general information could have
deme The Tacts connectéd with the life-history of these plants, as seb forth
! By My, Darwin, are most extraordinary. He shows that most, if not all, of
» S Exitich species absolutely reqnire the nid of insects in order that the ovules:
ey be fertilized—in other words that an orchid is incapable of produeing

ripe seod by virtue of its own powers merely, andthat the structureis actually
[ wppeeed to i and that were moths and similar insects not to visit these
- uass when in bloom, they wonld be sterile.  Moths he calls their * marriage
priests.”  Deviations, the most extraordinary from the customary condition
| ) wize of the plants, appear to involve no exception to rhis rnle. If the
\ Yearer be 20 constructed as torequire some special adiptedness on the part of

a3 insect the insect is forthcoming. Mr, Darwin makes use of this instance
. 26 Isyeuring some of his views with regard to the origin of species. Thirty-
(=kx erchidaceous plants are indigenous to Great Britain, In enlonr they are
I Ted or lilne, sometimes white or green, and often beauntifully marked.
L Meavy of them exhale a pleasant perfume, especially in the evening. Syring
| &= e ehief season of their appearance, and a search for them will well repay
| St colizetor, A few belong to summer, and the **ladies tresses” to advancing
| wobwoan. They grow in woods, meadows, and pastures ; in marshes, upon hills,
| 2zl oy grassy banks near the sen. They are not very partienlar asto soil, so
| wk the place is left undisturbed - the insectiform species, however, are nearly
| zanfined’ to chalk and limestone. The eultivation of tropical orchids nnder
| mlesa honses in Bngland can only be successfully carried out by a eareful
| #bady of the habits and circumstances of these plants in their native regions.
| -& Bigh mean temperature, and a climate cither constantly humid or at least
| periedieally 50, are eminently favourable to the produetion of these plants.
r Then the conditions are favourable, Oriental travellers speak of a whole tree
| being everrun by a single species; and Henchman assures us that on the
1 Spanish ain he saw the epiphyte, called the Spread Bagle, clasping enormons

Grees and covering them from top to bottom. Ttissaid that the topmost
Ewanches of trees are the favourite positions for these erratic plants, and they
rmay be seen swinging in the air from the top of old patrinrchs of the forest
o expesed to all the violence of storms in the most elevated position, In the
eady days of the artificial eulture of orchide it was supposed that great heat
=mil meisture were ial to their exi 3 but it has lately been proved

onatheel A

S

We recognize in our Plate the beautiful wax-like flowers of the Stephanotis,
snitably named from ereguvos, & crown, known as the Madagascar chaplet
flower, the odour of which wafts ont when the hothonse door is opened. As
an artificial flower in wax or other materisl the stephanotis is very ul,
and we associate its white, long-tubed, rich-looking flowers with thonghta of
bridal veilsand orange blossoms, =0 frequently does it enter into the eomposition
of bonquets and wreaths on ench oceasions, To the same family as the
Stephanotis belongs the waxilower, the old-fashioned Hoya, which we
remember from childhood longing to crush between onr fingers, it looked so
rich and erisp in its waxy pinkness. Tle regularity of the furry petals, with
a hard and shining star in the centre, monlded toappearance out of the finest
porcelain, and a gem of translucent honey depending from it like & drop of
dew, scarcely realises one's notion of a living growing plant. The unopened
huds of the Hoya—thick, fiat, and glossy—present the most aoeurate pentagons
in floral nature. No conservatory is complete without a due supply of bena-
tiful foliage, and some plants are esteemed chiefly on acconnt of theelegance
and singniarity of their leaves, Such are the Begonias, nutives of the East
and West Indies and the Island of Madagasear, and named after Michnel
Begon, a Frenchman, born in 1638 3 he was an Intendannof Marine and a
promoter of botany. ‘The begoning are under shrubby, rather suoculent, and
moigtnre-loving plants. The leaves are alternate. simple, petrolate, nsually
undivided, but often serrate and for the most part obligue, or larger on one
side of the midrib than the other, with a form something like the sea shell
called Haliotes, from which cireumstance the species that show this pecu-
larity well are popularly called *“elept ‘sears.”  Many varieties of beponia
are oultivated, some having very enrvionsly marked leaves, and some are hairy
and of a deep red colour underneath. In other species the leaves are smooth,
spotted with white or light green on both surfaces, and shining; while in
Begonia fuchsesides they are &0 elo=sy as to look as if recently oiled. When
held bebween the eye and the light, 5o s to become transparencies, the leaves 9f
the deep-colonred varieties present an extremely rich appesrance, which in
many is not lost by being dried., The flowers grow In panicles ¢r corvmbs,
which are elegantly light and slender, almost always more ov less pendulons.
The buds are remarkably flat befors expsnsion, resembling little cireular
shells, slightly convex on the surfaces. In eolonr they are usually pink or
white, rarely red or yellow, and never biue or purple. Most of the species
have the stamens and pistils in separate flowers, and oceasionally these organs
are produced on separate plants  Begonia parviflors is o dn_]icme Jittle
species, with light green leaves and pure white blossoms, exceedingly prehts:
for ladies bouguets. We aessnciate the name of rondeletia with perfamers
shops and delicions scents; yet the flower of this name i3 equal in perfume to
any that iz to be found in sieh emporinms, and has the advantage of being
more permanent. Rondeletin odorata hes flesh-coloured flowers with an
orange throat, the flowers being disposed in broad corymbs. Many of the
flowers which are included in onr Plate can scarcely be cultivated by any but
an experienced gardener, with appliances for the purpose, which a e eertainly
costly. The Rondeletin belongs to  he coTee tribe of plants—Cinchonacesm—a
most valuable and extensive family., From its members we have not only
the invaluable coffee-tree, but the i ha and the cinchrma, which yields
the priceless medicine q inine.  All these plants requive special temperatures
and eare to grow them in Briti<h soil : az aleo do thespecie: of another tl_’c:plc«l
family, Melastomacee, to which belongs onr lovely flower the Medinilla
magnifica. The blozsaoma form a grand rose-coloured chandelier, 12in. to
20in. in depth, and nearly as wide at the base, No greenhouse is complete
without ite vine, and we believe it is a fallncy to suppose that grapes will not
ripen and grow in the same house with flowers, The one need not to interfere
with the other, for at the season when the grapes arp thickest and require
most heat, and the vine-le-ves exclude the light partially from the house, onr
plants are chiefly out in the open air removed from their winter guarters.
Mr, Grindon e«lls the vine the most ** ilustrions tree in natnre,” and tells us
that its birchplace is on the shores of the Caspian Ses. The benuty of the
folinge of the vine, espenially when the sun has purpled the froit, has given
it a place in art from time § orfal. ** Vignettes' are so called beeaunze
originally consisting of little sketches snrronnded with vitioulm, or vine
trails, To the same family as the vine Vitacen belongsthat most beautiful of
hardy creepers the Virginian creeper. or Ampelopsis hederacess. It forms a
| summer tapestry for walls in the country and in towns, and we have often
| marvelled at its luxnriant growth in ' he thick smoky atmosphere of London.,
| Nothing seems to kill it.  We haye ime now peeping in at our window which
| has defled the worst efforts of & elumsy gardener. growing for years in
| the heart of the west end of London. and transforming a back yard intoa
| ehady bower with its beautiful preen folinge extended over copper wires, it
| was onr Int to remove into the country, and oall an acre our own. Onr heau-
tiful and faithful ampelopsis muet. of conrse, have the benefit of the change
as well as onvzelves; but it was an inclement and bitter December day when
he was removed ; half his long roots were ruthlessly ent asunder, and, not-
withstanding the fresh air and virein soil of his new loeation, his life was

Ehat yvery many species will do guite as well nnder “ cool tr 3
irom recent satisfactory trials we may expect that not a few will become ere
lemg inhabitants of the conservatory or be seen growing on the parlonr tahle,
mingling their exquisite blossome with those of the fuehsia and the geranium.
Thespecimen given inour Plate—Dendrobinum Devoni helongs to one of
the grandest tribes in the great family of orchids; they require eonsiderable
heat and moisture during their period of growth, and a season of complete
repese in a cool and dry atmosphere,  Strong contrasts of seasonal inflnences

cther orchid of onr b Cattleya leopoldi—is one of a remarkable family,
the noble forms and brilliant colour of which distingnish the species as ex-
hibdtion planta. To grow them well requires care and ekill. They thrive best
in pots, which may be filled np above the rim om a deep stratum of bits of
brick with a mixture of fibry peat and cocoanut dust, and on the mound so
Jormed the bulbs are planted. Others require blocks or baskets with a little
moes. In watering care should be taken not to wet the bulbs, and the roots
shonld have but moderate supplies— suflicient, in fact, to kesp the soil moist
and 20 more. The finest species of Cattleyn have prodigions blossoms of two
or more shades of deep rich lilac and purple, the lip eoloured intenszely
snd daintily fringed.  Mr. Grindon, when writing of the uses of plants,
says :—** Uses for €0 large a tribe the orchids can searcely be said to possess,
except that in supplying keys fo profounder knowledge of the structure and
phiysiology of plants in general than conld possibly be obtained were they
sbeent, they do in fact subserve the highest and grandest of all uses, Any
plant that contributes to the advancement of physiologicnl seience is in that
respest inestimably useful,”  Keonomie orchideons produets are the delicions
‘spize called Vanilla ; Salep, prepared from the farinaccous tubers of certain
orehids, consisting almost entirely of the chemical prineiple ealled Bassorin :
m=nd s kind of veertable glue, made from the roots of thespecies used for several
parposes in Brazil,

will, a3 a rule, ensure the best resnlts in their growth and their bloom, The |

despaired of. Gradually, asthe spring came on, however, he showed signs of
revival, His npper br cerrainly bed to the bad treatment he
had received, but his original energy burst forth, and he iz now covering a
naked wall with hisrich green leayes =0 n, however, to nssume the deep red
eolour which marks the approach of antumn. We rejofce in this plant: and
| althongh in the winter its leaves are shed, there is sneh a richness in the
bursting out of the new ones in the early days of summer that they are
worth waiting for. A third plant of this vinous family is the Oissns discolor,
the creeper represented by our artist, It has very long and slender stems:
large ovate, pointed, and velvety leaves ; puee eoloured below and on the npper
surface beautifully flushed with grey and erimson. It is n great favourite in
hothonges and greenhouses, and makes a beautiful covering for the wall of a
conservatory.

Poetz tell ns of the “ vine-clad hills of grape-growing and wine-making
conntries, and onr imaginations are led to believe in vinevards ss the most
beantiful and picturesqne of scenes. It is only when we have passed throngh
the districts whers they grow that we feel how much is due to the snrronnd-
ings of the position and not to the vines themselves. Cultivated, as they are,
around short poles and planted in regular rows, they lose half their imagined
Inxnriance; and a vineyard is not to be compared in beauty to one of our
Kentish hop-yards, with its pale green tassels and light feathery panicles of
flowers. When allowed to grow naturally and withont regard to the produc-
tion of fruit the vine is certainly a lnxunriant and beautiful plant. In climates
suited to it, as in the sonth of Burope, it covers whaole honses with its eharm-
ing foliage, and forms shady bowers of a few bits of trallis-work, which are so
inexpensively and easily constructed hy the poorest of the childven of the sun.
| In such conditions let nsfirst see the time-honoured vine and not when trained,

and trimmed, and cat, and twisted round a tiny pole nor much higher than a
walking stiek, as we see it on the hills of the Rhine, where itz qualities are
! best appreeiated and most. to be admired in a glass of Cahinet Steinberger.
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AUTUMN.

THE sweeh summer time, * when the leaves are green and long,” can alone
produce such a galaxy of colour as is seen in onr bouqgnet, Never do we
long for the free country ficlds as we do at this season.  We long to lie down
beneath the low bending and high overhanging branches beside the stream,
and watch the blue dragon-fly sport above the blumer forget me-nots that
nod their tufted heads to every breeze. How delicions and tempting are
some rg the shady gardens and pleasure-grounds which abeund in our
favon country! HNowhere is a garden thought so mecessary as in
England, and nowhere are they so carefully attended to or so thoroughly
appreciated. Unfortunately, bot few of us can develop the troe theory of
gardening in the neighbourhood of towns, for the terrace, the lawn, the
fi in, and the shubberies occupy more space than can be obtained
exeept by the loxds of manorial acres. Yeb this is not to deter uws from
the adoption of correct taste in planning and ornamenting onr circumscribed
grounds, We ohject to the heterogencons mixing of all styles of gardening,
and we think that in a small space much dey on the jndicions blending
of colonrs in the fowers with which onr beds are filled, The Dnteh garden
dste of a trical display of wivid and various colours—squures,
ovals, or grotesgne figures, cach exhibiting a separate colonr. Masses of
such flowers as we have in our Plates are much more effective than when
mixed heteogeneonsly with others in the flower-bed. Greenhouses, withont
which no great display of flowers can be expected, are often very ungly
without cceasion, for it is not more expensive to erect a structure in which
elegance is an element than one in which it is entirely sscrificed, if the
matter be well considered and not trusted to workmen, who regard only the
rule of thumb in their operations. There is a fashion in flowers as well as in
other matters, and we see very differcnt favourites now from those which
were admired in our younger days. The colours of flowers seem almost to
have grown deeper and brighter, and the tints to have assumed peculiar
richness, just as the discoveries of chemistry have given to the dyers artificial
colonurs peculiar to the present time. Who ever heard of magenta twenty
years ago, or manve, or =olfering ? yet we have new species of garden flowers
with all these speeial eolonrs. We have hefore us a lovely Petunin, the colonr
of which iz meither lilac nor purple, bnt undoubtedly mauve. The name
Petunia was given to the genus of plants to which this flower belongs from
Petun or Peétum, the nameof tobacco in Brazil, of which eountry it i= a native;
and the affinity of the genus to Nicotiana. the tobaceo plant, suggested it.
They both belong to the zame natnral order Solanaces. There are several
species of Petunia, all of which are exccedingly elegant plants when in
hlossom. In the open border they suceeed very well from May to September,
and large patches of them have a very gay appearance. On the Continent
| they are very commonly grown in distinct beds; and we notice that in all the
| public gardens in Germany great attention is paid to the caltivation of this
| bright flower. On the Rhine-walk, near Coblentz, the gardening operations
are greatly enconraged by the personal attention of the Queen of Prussia; and

| never have we seen such charming effects produced by the jndicions srouping
of masses of eolour and training in varicus pretty and skilful fanciful designs

| such climbing plants as the vine, the Virginian creeper, and the rose. The
| eare and skill shown to rendrer this public walk beautiful is worthy of imita-
| tion. In autnmn a few plants of each species should be put into pots
1:\11(1 removed to the greenhonse, so that they may be preserved from the
frost of winter., All succeed best in a light, rich soil, and are readily
| propagated from cuttings. Beeds of them are also sometimes ripened in
this country, by which they may be increased. No family of plants of a
limited extent supplies so many pretty fowers for onr gardens as Pole-
| moniacere, and the genns Pholox contains about forty or fifty species of
‘ beantiful coloured flowers, which blossom early in the summer and last till
the very end of autummn, when their large panicles of white or lilac corollas,
| shaped like those of the

summit of long peduncles, every head while young an inch or two across,
Their colours are exceedingly pretty and delicate, and two or more often
mingle in the same head, as lilac and primrose in the Lantana mutabilis,. In
the Lantana crocea the heads are of a fine, rich orange colour. TUn-
fortunately, the odonrof these flowers islike that of lucifer-matches, and the
plants are apt to be of an untidy appearance, and in some species a little
prickly. 'The lemon werbena, or aloysia, is a native of Chili. Though in the
colder parts of England it iz an indoor shrub, in the south of Devonshire and
in the Island of Guernsey it becomes treelike, and bas long, pendulous

i The insignificant white or lilac flowers which we are accustomed
to see on it grow in erect panicles; the lanceolate leaves, as in many other
Chilinn plants, are produced in whorls of three ; hence the original name of
Verbena triphylla. The fuchsia is known to British gardeners a8 one of the
mo=t beautiful half-hardy plants in caltivation, Whether it bein the cottager’s
little garden or the squire’s well-kept parterre, the pretty hanging blossoms of
the fuchsis are equally to be admired and att ble in both sitnati Few
plants are neater than the little Fuchsia microphylla, the flowers of which are
only half aninch lemg. Originally treated as a hothonse shrub, then tried in
the greenhouse, then in the open air, the fuchsia has eventually proved hardy
enongh to bear the winter with little or no protection; and in shelterod
situations near the sea, as in the Isle of Man and the Isle of Wight, it becomes
a grand cirealar bush, miny feet high, and loaded with crimson blossoms till
the close of the year. Few flowers are more protean in the form and colour
of the calyx and corvlla, or o remarkable for an equal splendour of hue in
the-e two portions; nor is it less worthy of note that when doubled by the art
of the gardener they etill retain the same pistil and stamens. Individual
blossoms are very commaonly pentamerous; others may be formed in odd,
miorphological conditions, the stamens becoming petaloids and the lobes of
the calyx changing into a bond fide green leaf. The seeds easily ripen, and
are oblong berries, having a very eweel taste. In some species the berries are
s gweet that the missionaries at one time tried to introduce the plant into
Otaheite as a sugar plant, but were unable to procure seeds, as in New Zealand
the berries are eaten greedily by the pigs as soon as they appear. All species
of fuchsia ave very easily propagated by cuttings, Oneof the most expeditions
modes is to put a plant into heat in January, and take off the shoots for
cuttings as soon a8 they are three inches long. Abundance of plants may be
thus raised every spring for turning out into the open garden in May, and
these plants in cold situations or in moist soils may elther be teken up and
preserved in a cellar during winter or left to perish and their places supplied
by others raised in the same manner, In propagating fuchsins by catti it
is vary important to remember that a twig with the leaves in threes or fours
will always make a much more elegant plant than one in which the leaves
are only in pairs, The ordinary conumon crimson fuchsia is the only ene that
will grow well in the open ground; those with white or tinted flowers with
purple corollas or sepals, &¢., of which there is an infinite variety, belong to
the congervatory. One sort is especially pretty—the F. globosa. Itlooks like
a coral earring, and is remarkable for the globular shape of the calyx before
it bursts; In the fuchsia, it is necessary to remember that the calyx is not
green but erimson or white ss the case may be; the petals are frequently
parple and the sepals red or crimson. The fuchsinz belong to the family
Onagracess, Most of the plants belonging to it are gay and ornamental. It
includes the willow herbs, the pretty evening primrose, cenorthera, and the
clarkias, all of which are favourites with gardeners,

The flowers belonging to the sol tribe of plants are all recoznised
immediately by their starlike corollas and the eone of yellow anthers in the
centre, Solanum jasmineides of our Plate has great bunches of pnre white
flowers, and scrambles in greenhouses to the height of ten or twelve feet, The
genus is commonly known as producing onr favourite root the potato, which
originally eame from the New World. The nightshades, too, belong to this
genus ; notonly the deadly nightshade-—A bellad but the Solanum
il 1, the bitter-sweet or woody nightshade, which it is now contended

E: primrose, mingle beautifully with the golden
{rod and China asters. The specimen in our Plate, Phlox dru di, is a
native of Mexico, in the Texas. The name phlox comes from ¢Aof (phlox) —
| #iamie —in reference to the bright colonr of the fowers. To this same family
| belongs a very beantiful luxuriant climbing plant called Cobwea scandens,
| The fine glaucous green of the smooth and ample folinge, and the large,
solitary violet or purple and bell-shaped flowers, followed by ovoid berries, place
| this plant in the front rank of desirable conservatory plants, It is easily
raised from seed, though sometimes cuttings are preferred. One of the

is not poisonous. The Atropa belladonna suggests by ite naume the praciice
of Ttalinn belles who make nsa of its properties to emhance their personal
charms. A portion of the extract when placed in contact with the pupil of
the eye eanses it to dilate, and gives a brilliancy and Instre to these speaking
orbs which is mueh coveted und admired. We hear that this practice is noec
confined to the land of clondless skies and suminer breezes, but that in cur
own country the preparation is to be seen on the toilette-tables of our

favonrite plants of the gardener at the present time is the cal ia, with its
| great variety of colour and spets.  Tts name signifies little slipper, in allusion
to the shape of the corclla, and children call the fallen blossoms * grand-
mother's pockets,” How often have we filled onr laps with the scattersd
flowers, looking like bits of curiously-colonred velvet and presenting every
tint except orange and bine, from adelicate eream colonr to deep marcon, and
] often speckled in the most queint and charming manner! This genus of
plants has but twostamens. and it belones o the natural order Scrophulariacen,
| the foxglove family, the same in which we find the purple digitalis of our
| hedges, the honry mullein, the pretty toad flax, the delicate speedwell, and
berless otherinhabitants of our fields and waysides, besides the favourite
l little mnusk plant and mimulnsg, and the pentetemon of the greenhonse. The
calceolarins are natives of Sonth America chiefly, the pentstemons likewize.
The pentstemon is distinguished by its fifth but antherless filament, and its
name signifies the fact ing from the Greek words mevre pente five, and
ornpwy (stemon) astemen. In this charming family of plants blue, purple,
| scarlet, rose, and white are the prevailing tints. Pentstemon cordifolins, un-
like all the rest, iz a traller. The common ug!g!lb pentatemon, with long,
narrow scarlet fl , is P, genti des, from Mexico.
| Verbena iz a name of immemorigl antiguity, and was originally applied to
aplant held in great esteem in mogic. Medea used verbens when she gave
| youth again to Hson ; the priests bound it abont their temples on the morning
of the death of AMneaus, Tt was the herba sacra of the ancients, in honour of
which verbenalia were annually held. It iz represented in our Britizh flora
by the vervein, and the Druidz instilled a veneration for the vervain nearly
equal to that for the mistletoe. Mason describes their solemn incantations :—
| Lt your bonghs of vervain bloe,
Dipt in cold Septomber dow,
| And dash the moisture, chacte and clear,
air;

Oe'r the gronnd and throuvh the
Now the place is purg’d and pure,

l The gay autnmnal flewer of our gardens is the Verbena melindres or
champedrifolia, a native of the neighbourhood of Buenos Ayres. The various

| eolours it assnmes render it n gemeral favourite, as there is scarcely any

| contrast except yellow that it will not supply when it is desived to have o mass

| all of one hue.

| . Verbena tencrioides, from Montevideo, has purple flowers, with the odoor of
jasmine. Indoors the favourite genera are Lantana and Olerodendron. The

| Bowers of the former are borne in little nmbels or hemispherioal heads on the

fashionable ladies. Happily, this property is twned to good account by
modern seience, and in inations of the cye it is found to be of great
service in dilating the pupil. as well as previous to the operation for eatarsect.
Wumberless are the instaness where death has ensued from partaking of
this plant or its berries. The very powerful nature of ita poisonous qualisies
has directed the attention of modern professors of m medica towards
it, and at this time it is considered to be u valiable medical agent. The
Atropa mandragors. known as mandrakes, belongs to the same genns of
plants, the roots of which are superstitiously 1 with

fancies, and are atill sold on the continent of Eurcpe as ingredients in love
philtres and charms.

The egg plant— ol long: is a favourite representative of this
family in. honses and conservatories. It is so named on account of the
lavge, d pendul berries it prod , as large ns the egg of & domestic
fowl. They are eraly white in colour, but there are varieties with
coloured berries. French and Italian cockery these eggs are nsed in stews

and soups and for the general purposes of the love-npple or tomato. In culti-
vating the plants for uee they shonld be reared on a hotbad in light, rich
earth. After they have grown two or three proper leaves they may be either
pricked out into ther hotbed or planted in small pots, in which they will
produce their froit. 17 the plants, instead of being put into pots, are planted
against o wall or in a warm border in June they Afruit in the open air, if
the season be not unnsually wet or cold. Whilst interested in the beautiful
and petted flowers of onr bougnets, we must not forget that they are the
untives of warmer and more fruitful climes than ours, and that it is only
with eave and patience that most of them can be induced to take up their
abode with us and to weather our winter skies, TDmring the fine, bright days
of gpring and summer we may be attracted to work in the open garden or
to seek for native beauties in the fields and hedges. Ib is when the cold
auntumnal nights come on and the clouded skies warn us of the approach of
winter that we must industrionsly house our tender favourites, and we shall
find ample occnpation dnring the cold months of the year in attending to
them. Cutting alips and potting them, clennsing their leaves and arranging
them for the winter must now be the provident work of all wholove a bright
m—::mz or & gorgeons bouquet in the summer time, Cowper says, * Who
a garden loves a greenhonse too ™’ :—

T of @ less proy elime,

There blooms exotic beauty warw and snvg,

While ths winde whiztle and the sows deseand.
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WINTER.

THE delights of spring are not confined to those who can breathe the fresh air
of the conntry and search the meadows and hedge-banks for the harbingers of
this charming season. We who live in large towns and seldom see a green
field can by the appliances of art surround onrselves with the most admired of
Flora's children, living and growing in all their native beanty., But few
houses where a double window or modest conservatory cannot be obtained, and
even with care and without the poisoning influnence of gas many lovely plants
may be nortured and preserved in our open flower-stands ab an ordinary
window.  Where do wesee such gay displays of eolour as in the windows of
London during the early epring months, when rows of sweet-scented hyachiths
fill every available position ?  And have not the well-trained crecpers, with
their bright green leaves forming o living framework for the pretty white
drapery and flowers within, often cansed a pang of envy even tu those who
possess aeres of cultivated ground in the conntry ? We snppose that con-
centration is the secret of suceess; and that the t of attention bes il
on so small & space as is represented by a window bringsall that is there
attempted to perfection, During the last five-and-twenty years there has
been great increase in the kunowledge of wild flowers, and we welcome the
sign. Until within that period even man{l-reamd up in conntry houses
gearcely knew the names of the flowers which dappled the prass at their very
doors, but now we have village flower shows and prizes for window plants; and
the poorest among us ean not only indulge his taste for the beantifnl but can
ensily learn to understand the structure and histery of the lovely flower he i3
tending with so much care. Those whodive inithe heart of greab cities are
not =o forcibly reminded of the ct of th as those who are happy

its blossoms hefore them on the first day of the
new year, for which purpose the roots are planted in pots filled with pebbles
and wnter, just in time to canse them to blow for this festival. The old fable
of the youth Narcissus must always be nssociated with i Sammer, wnd we
conld almost faney that this delicate strengthless-looking flower was a fit
emblem of the weak yonth who fell in love with his own image refiected in
f’i}n water, and pined away until he was changed into the flower which bears
S name :—

placing large china dishes of

And on a bank a lonely fower he gpled,

A mesk anid forlorn flower with nanght of pride,
Tiooping it benuty o'er the water's clearness,
P woolfts own' Radimage Into nearness ;

Dieaf taiiight Zephyros, it would not move,

Bt étill world seem to.droop, to pine, to love,

Any springsgarland would beo incomplete without “the fair maids of
Febrmary.! as the enowdropsare often‘ealléd.  Springing as they do from the
midstof the snow that surrounds themy thay would be warmly welcomed by
ng even had their appearanee nothing to recommend them ; but, as it is, their
beanty and elegance make usregret théirdisappearance, though we know that
it s the signal of the nearer approach of epring. What dwellerin the country
hiag not watched assiduously for the appearance of the first snowdrop? But
greatas is the pleasure of finding it inthe garden, perhaps it is heightened by
diseovering a little buneh of white fiéwers; - like pendant flikes of vegetating
snow,!” nestling among the coarse grassin’a warm'corner of a hedgerow,; or
on themossy ground at the foot of some sheltering trees This pleasure is' not
for all, for tha snowdrop does not grow wild everywhere, and Sir W. Hooker

enough to have nature always before themy for, much as we may
ourselves with the artificially-nurtnred flowers of ‘spring,the smoky atmo-
sphere of a city prevents anything like the tr: tion that i

calls it ¢ ¥ s, but in some localities 4t is abundant.. The
snowdrop belongs to the same family aa the il and its botanical name.
is Galanthus nivalis, which name is derived from’ two Greek words signifying

gradually evident in a country scene as the year advances; Covent-parden
Market, it is true, is an excellent index of what is going onin the lanes and
hedges, the fields and gardens, miles away under the clear, bluesky; and aswe
see the magnificent bougnets of rare and expensive exotic fowers, or the
prettily-arranged baskets of crocnses, hyacinths, jonquils, and snowdrops.
we only wish for & purse long enongh to fill owr dingy London roome with'
these brightest of all decorations. = No matter how severe the winter has been,
primroses ave always abundant.  Amid the din and jay of the busy streets.of
Lor;ﬁon the pleasant ery of  Come buy my pretty primroses™ falls cheerfally
on the ear.

It may be on account of its early appearance that we fancy there is
no yellow flower =o delightfal to look upon as the delicately-coloured prim-
rose, for the deep golden hue of the buttercup and the celandine is glaving
when compared with it. There is a beanty, too, in the form of its heart-
shaped petals and its deep green folinge, Tn the conntry they speal of things
happening at © primrosetime:” le died, or she was married, about primrose
time, for so do they mark the season that lies between the white ridge of
winter and the pale green border of spring. Then it is o flower as old and
common as our English daisies, and long before the time of Alfred must have
gladdened the hearts of Saxon children by its early coming, as it does the
children of the present day. We remomber very recently seeing an attractive
pictura in the Royal Academy Bxhibition of the arrival of a primrose plant
from England i the far distant land of New Zealand. There the primrose
had never grown, and the strength of association with the old conntry was
s0 great among those who were seeking their fortnnes on a new shore that
burly men and delicatemaidens vied with each other to get a glimpse of the
well-remembered plant, and not withont emotion did these emigrants gaze on
this mute companion of their childhood and bygone days. The moment of
its transport from the ehip totha dock is chosen by the arbist, and the eager
faces he hasdepicted tell of a thonsand memories awakened by the delicate
yellow bloesoms, of happy and gorrowful springs passed away amidst scenes of
home and loved ones aoross the briny sen. The primrose is a type of the
natnral order Primulacess, Batanically, it is an cxcellent example of a plant
with regular monopetatons corolla, and is & good specimen for o first lesson in
botany. 1t variesin its formfrommany other flowers in being nnited, for the
star-shaped corolla cannot be geparated withont teaving the flower in pieces.
By drawing out this corolls one may see the tube which incloses the see!
vessel, the style of which is surmonnted by its round stigma, also enfolding
five stamens, the whole of 'which are sheathod in the beantiful calyx, and
sented on the delicate footstalkk which swaye to and frowith every breath of
wind, Honest Isaak Walton was a great lover of primrases, and no doubt
they were the flowers which he thonght were toogood to be looked ab
¢ gxeepting on holidays."!  He tells us how he was sitting nnder a beech-trea
when © the-buds in an adjoining grove seemed to have a friendly contention
with an echo whose dead voice scemed o live in a hollow: tree near to the brow
of that primrose hill.”!  Who can tell what was passing through the mind of
our grest poet Miltons when he wrote that strange, mystic line about the
primrozedn which he says—

Bring the rathe primrose that forsaken dies,

and numbers it among the flowers that ©° sadembroidery wear™ ?

Our Plate gives the polysnthus as the repr tative of
family. which is believed to originate both from-the primvose and the oxlip, or
cowslip, but principally from the Iatter. The double and single v o5 of
this family of plants produced by eulture seem to be almost endless, Florists

of the tube of the blossom, tothe pin-eyed,
most obvious.
The favourite tribe of anriculas; enriched

With shining meal o'er all their velvet Teaves)

is said to bevrendered ‘of surpassing size and: beauty by the application of
pieces of rawmeat near theroota, and Dr. Withering sngwests that if snrh ba
the fack the same practice might be sdvantageously adopted for enrviching tha
poly or even isteming the roots with the sangunineous finid itzell
might probably produce the desired effect. The narcissus, the poct's nar-
eissna— Narcissus Poeticus—belongs to the daffodil family, the Amaryllidaces,
and is well known to all lovers of spring flowers not only for its beauty but
for its pleasant scent. It is more delicate and refined in_appearance than its
near relative the daffodil, and has, moreover, a history of its own and one of
classic antiquity. The narcissns was so called from the word vopxn. stupor, on
account of the overpnwering effect prodnced by the smell of that flower.a
quality from which the daffodil is perfectly free. The narcissus was therefore
eonseerated to the furies, who were fabled to stupify their victims by its
means before attacking them. The Chinese, however, regard the narcissuz
very differently, decorating the shrines of their honsehold gods with it, and

wherein the stigma of the pistil is'

thie primrose|

prefer the rose-eyed polyanthus, or thabwherein the anthers appears st the top .

milk anda flower, while the trivial name nivalis signifiessnowy. The Freneh
names Are neige and la  gelatine, while the' Germans call it
schneegliickehen ; literally, snow bells. Thereis an 01d World legend which
tellzns how tha snowdrop became the emblem of hope's that Hope, with her
long, golden hair dishevelled, stood cne day lean npon heranchor, watehing
tha snow fall a5 she looked down upon the eawth, Spring stood heside her,
and Hops said the earti would look much more cheerful if inatead of snow,
which melted and left the woods and fields darkand damp. the flalkes were
changed into white flowers when the anow had melted s that Spring smiled as
shalistened to Hope, and sending hersweet, warm breath among the falling
snow, it fell in the form of flowers, and go0'the snowdrop was first made ; that
Hope canght the first flower before it fell, and said it should be her emblem
thronghout all time.

Among the plants which adorn our greenhouses just now we find species
of Buphorbia, and onr Artist has figured Huphorhia fulgens, It belongs to the
spnrge tribe of plants, and received its name in honour of Enphorbus, who
waa physician to Juba, King of Mauritania, who is gaid first to have nsed some
of the plants of the genus in medicine. It includes many curlous and Em»
tesque planta; but few of them having any use or beauty, and most of them
apid, poisonous weads. Thespecies of Enphorbium have all a milky juice, which
contains more or less caontchouc, and is so acrid that in many species it will
blister.or redden the skin, and iz wsed to destroy warts. Dioscorides states
that in old practice thisjnice was dropped into the eye to remove opacity of
the cornat, and also into wounds to destroy the venom of the scorpion. It
is purgative and emetie, if taken internally in'small doses, and the concrete
juices of several species form the gum resin used in medicine under the
name of  enpherbinn.” The Huphorbia fulgens is also known as jacquinifiora.
Tt comps from: Makico; and is valuable in all conservatories as blooming in
the depth of winter. The stems are slender and ‘thornless, the leaves of a
dark green colour, mostly half pendulous, and the flowers not unlike those
of the pimpernel, of the most intense and glowing scarlet, No spurge has
an involuum more Hke a corolla, the five tracts being regularly disposed and
forming o ronnded star. Their long-enduring substance and extreme
brillianey, the double or triple lines they form up the stem, and the flexi-
bility of the latter, which allows of its being ‘hent in any form, render this
plant one of the most beantiful and striking: ornaments for the head that a
1ady can wear, especially by artificial light. To the same: ‘amily belongs
the splendid Poinsettia pulcherrima, a native of ‘Mexico, and anrivalled in its
gorgeons tnft of great scarlet lanecolate leaves “which crown the stem and
‘which, like the enphorbia. appearin winter. Fine specimens often measure
twelve inches across, and we are told that plants have heen grown in
Philadelphia having crowns of leaves measuring twenty inches ncross.
Ocoasionally thess floral leaves are ‘white or cream-coloured ; the actual
blossoms are insignificant and a reddish orange eolonr ; the ordinaryleaves are
broad and angular, three or four incheslong, and petiolate.

We  haye also in our bonqueb the pretty, showy correa, so named in
honanr of Joseph Cerrea -de Berra, a lemwnied Portuguese, who, without
publishing- much, was one of the most profound theoretical botanists |
of his day. _The Correa speciosa is a favourite greenhouse shrub,
and haze woolly folinge and tuhnlar balf-pendulons corvollas  an inch |

fn length, crimson with the exception of the green margin, the
;ﬂ}nle surface of the flower being rough with microscopic stellate
aira

Tha pratty, bright-colonred buds of the scarlet ealvin are seen amidst
our other flowers at this time of ‘the year, and we are réeminded of the
origin of its name from ealvae, to save. on t of the d
Thealing properties of ome of the species. It is an aristoeratic connection
of the common sage of our gard nd hedges, but it retaing none of the
noculinr odoursnggestive of ronst-ducks and such like plebeian proclivities in

. humbler relative. Beanty of form: and eolour is but one attraction in
flowers ¢ we naturally prize those mostwhich a; ‘to our 'sense of smell as
well asto the eye, Deligions perfames are'e ~from numberless bright
blossoms,  none we think more: delightful than that given out from the
henointh of onr gardens, - ‘THacHyacinshus orientalis is a native of South-
Western Asin, and is one'of the oldest inlinbitantsiof the English parterre.
Tha practice of growing it in glasses of water for parlonr ornament dates
from 1734, and was one of the happiest ideas ever conceived in connection
with finwers, A few shillings wisely spent in the bulbs and a little taste in
the arrangement of the glasses will make the dunllest apartment as bright
as the Alhambra and as delicionsly perfumed as Arabia.

There is but one flower, however, whose fragranee lingers after death and
whose rentaing perfume and sweeten even as did its living presence. The rose
iz gurely the type of an enduring and permanent aflection,

becansa its hroath
Ta rich beyond the rest, and when it dies
1t doth bequeath's eheru £+ sweeten death.
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