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Tierls argentea.
Andiantum formosum.

Barraconin D

FLOWERS AND DOTANICATL

Here sproads a range of level plots,

Of box-fringed beds, where lurking knots
OF buried flowers repoge, 10 bring

Kind greoting to the carly spring:

TiE brightest flower of the winter garden—the very gem of January, until
the crocus comes to rival it—is the winter aconite. The old writers called
it yellow or winter wolf’s-bane. Clare well describes this flower—

The winter aconite,
With buttercup-like flowers, that shut at night;
Tts greon leaf furllng round its eup of gold,
Like tender maiden muflied from the cold.

Ix our last vear's number we gave o series of illustrated notes on the wild
flowers of our native land, and we now ocenpy our space with a compaaion
series relating to exotic plants in cultivation; selecting in each month o few of
those most worthy of interest, either from their beauty or singularity.

The fern tribe may certainly cluim our attention as possessing the former of
these qualities in an eminent degree; and, many of the species being evergreens,
they give a fresh, verdant appearance to the conservatory when it is forsaken
by the gay flowers of summer: or, if grown under a glass shade, or * temple,”
they form o delightful ornament to the dwelling-house at all scasons.

In the above group a variety of these graceful forms are given, and, astheir
attraction lies principally in their form and transparent texture, our descrip-
tions of each individual will be very brief.
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The large-leaved brake (Peris macrophylius) is a very fine species, The
leaves are almost entirely surrounded by a thickened margin containing the
organs of frnetification.

diantum formosum and A, cultratum, two species of maiden-hair, have {he
glossy black stems and delicate leaves so well known in the Dritish maiden-
hair fern.

Previs argentea (ihe silver brake), and Daria diversifolin, are the other two
species represented.

The large centre object is a most remarkable species of side-saddle flower
(Sarracenia Dr i), Inthe it bears curious purple flowers, but
its chief interest lies in its wonderfully-formed tubunlar leaves: they have some-
what the shape of o postman’s horn, ave about two feet in height, and of a vivid
green colour, except at the upper expanded, end where they are most besuti-
fillly marbled with red, green, and white, This plant requires a very high
temperatnre for its cultivation, as much as from 80 to 100 degrecs.

‘We will here mention that the plants figured in this series of gronps were
deawn, almost without exception, from the rich collection of Messra Vaitel, of
the Exotic Nursery, Chelsea, whose name is so frequenily and honourably
mentioned in botanical works as cultivators and introducers of the mo t rechorchd
novelties, principally scquired through the medium of their indefatigable
collectors, Messrs. Wm. and Thos, Lobb, who have been long engaged in ran-
sacking the most distant regions of the earth of their choicest floral treasnres;
and wo have much pleasure in acknowledging the kind assistance of Messrs.
Veiteh in affording us all the required information and every other facility for
the production of these sketches.
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FEB

Oxalis Deppel,
Tulipa suaveolens, var.

RUARY.

Narcissus teroticaulis.
Tulipa sunyeolens, var,

Echoveria Netusa.
Croeus pusillus.

A tale of spring around the distant hase

Beems muttering pleasures with the lengthoned days;
Morn wakens, mottled off with May-day stains,

And shower -drops hang the grassy-sprouting plains;
Or on the nuked thorn of brassy hue,

Tip glistening, like & summer stream of dew.

The weodman in his pathway, down the wood,
Crushes with hasty step full many o bud

Of early primrose; yet, if timely spied,

&h d some old half- stump beside,

The sight will cheer his solitary hour,

And urge his fect to strive and save the flower.

Maxy of the early-flowering bulbous plants now begin to rouse from their
winter torpor and give us an earnest of the flush of life that is so soon to fill
the conservatory, and, a little later, the garden also, with gaiety. Pre-eminent
among these glad heralds of spring is the early dwarf or Van Thol tulip,
(Tulipa suaveolensy, a distinet speeies from the tall, May-flowering tulip ;
and the merry-blossomed and fragrant jongqnil, We figure a heautiful Spanish
species of the latter—the round-stalked jonquil (Nercissus teretizaulis), in
which the staxry part is white, and the cup citron yellow.

The blunt-leaved echeveria (frheveria refusa) is & valuable acquisition to the
greenhouse, as it continues in flower during the whole of the winter months
from November to April—a period during which the presence of 5o ornamental
an inmate cannot but be wmost acceptable. In form and colour this is a very
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picturesque plant; the thick fleshy stem springs from the centre of a rose-
shaped tuft of leaves, lying on the ground much like those of the common
houseleek, to which the plant is allied. The stalk is terminated by a drooping
panicle of crimson and yellow flowers of an elegant bell shape, and which con-
trast finely with the general hoary sea-green colour of the plant. Mexico is
the native country.

The Neapolitan crocus (Crocus pusillus) belongs to a family remarkable for
its kindly peculiarity of choosing seasons deserted by almost every other blos-
som fo illuminate our gardens with a glow of purple and gold. About twenty
species of this genus are known, and an infinity of varieties the result of culti-
vation. Thisis an elegant little white crocus, with brown stripes.

Deppes® wood-gorrel (Oralis Depper) is a highly-ornamental species from
Mexico, having the curiously-folded heart-shaped leaves of our native wood-
sorrel; but the whole plant is on a much larger scale. The tall stem bears at
the top an umbel of flowers, which are of a rich coppery-red colour. This
very pretty plant continues to flower from this period uniil November, and is
tolerably hardy.

By judicions management a considerable number of later fowerfag greenfonse
plants may be brought into bloom now; and in like manner the antumnnl
flowers may be retarded for a few months, 20 as to lead to the same result.
We subjoin a short list of winter or early spring-flowering plants :—

Several species of winter orchids and heaths :— Epacris nivalis, Epacris
miniata, Acacia grandis, deacia pulchella, Crowea saligna, Kuphorbin splendens,
Gesneria. zelrina.

B
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Fpaeris delicata E. purpurescens.
Cyelamen persicum.

Beilla preecox. nerarin.

PBurchellia Capensis.
Camellia—* Cu\atmn il:_f Orkney."” C.imbricata.
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Azalea Ameena,
Cytisus racemosus.
Frimula sinensis.

How many & thing that pretty is, delays

The wanderer’s steps beneath the sun's soft raya.
Gay daifodils bend o’er the watery gleam,

Doubling their flickering image in the stream

‘Tha woody nook, where bells of brightest biuo
Have clothed the ground with heaven's ethercal huo;
‘The lane's high-sloping bank, where pale primrose,
With hundreds of its gentle kindred blows;

Ani gpeckled daisies, that on upland bare,
Their round cyvs opaning, seatter gladness there:
Man Iooks on nature with a grateful smile,
And thinks of nature's bounteous Lord the while."

TowARDS the latter end of this month we shall find the greenhouse arrayed
in an almost snmmerlike luxuriance of bloom, with all that freshness and deli-
cacy peculiar to the Flora of spring.  Our group contains a fair selection from
the contents of the conservatory at this period.

The camellias cannot be said to belong naturally to the early spring,
but by cultivation they may be induced to flower at almost any period of
the year. The white variety figured is that called “the Countess of
Orkney "—a lovely white camellia with a blush centre, and one of the most
recherché of new varieties. The other is a deep red one of fine form, called
imbricata.

The Chinese primrose ( Promula sinensis) and the various cinerarias are such
general and well-known favourites, that description would be superfluous, and
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their beauty rather than their noveity have tempted us in this as in other in-
stances to add them to our bouquet, and the same may be said of the Persian
eyclamen (Cyclamen Persicum). The golden branches of the cytisus (Cytisus
racemosus) have a very cheerful effect; and the shrub is such a free flowerer
as to be an extremely valuable object in the greenhouse.

The delicate azalen (Azalea amend) is a very small and neat-growing species,
brought from China by Mr. Fortune. The flowers are purplish crimson.
Nothing can exceed the brilliant effect of a fine plant of this or one of the
kindred varieties, of which there are several, very similar in appearance—the
gparkling waxen flowers, growing in tall dense spikes, a foot or more in length.

‘Werare indebted to Australia for the beautiful heath-like genus—epacris—of
which we figure two kinds—one, the purplish epacris ( Epacris purpurescens),has
pale purple starlike flowers ; and the other (Epacris delicata), a far more strik-
ing sort, has tubular flowers, bright crimson, with white at the end, and grow
in clusters round the slender stem. From the small delicate aspect of the plant
one would hardly suppose it to belong to the same genus as the magnificent
azaleas which, with their towering blaze of bloom, form the pride of our con-
servatories and flower-shows.

The Cape burchellin (Burchelliz Cuapensis) is an extremely ornamental
shrubby plant, bearing at the top a eluster ot tubular flowers, of bright orange
colour, & hue not very common in flowers a thisseason.

The early-flowering equill (Seille pracor) i o highly-attractive and lively
little bulbous plant, with numerous bright blue flowers, It belongs to the
same genus as onr native * blue-bells.”

13
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Vanda trieolor.
Ansellia Africana.

Cypripedium harbatum,
Phalmnopsis Grandiflora.
Dendrobium Cambridgeanum.

\

Dendrabium nobile.
Calanthe vestita.
Oneidium sarcoides.

Come, gentle Spring ! ethereal Milduess, come,
Aud from the bosom of yon dropping cloud,
While music wakes around, veil'd in a show'r
OF shadowing roses, on our plains descend.

TrE profuse flowering of the almond-tree, which is seen at this or a some-
what earlier period of the spring, was formerly considered as indicative of an
abundant harvest. This is alluded to by Virgil :—

Mark well the flowering almond in the wood;

If odorous blooms the benring branches load,
The glebe will answer to the sylvan reign,

Great heats will follow, and large crops of grain.
But if o wood of leaves o'ershade the tree,

Buch, and so barren, will the harvest be;

In vain the hind shall vex the threshing-floor,
For emply straw and chail shall be thy store.

The tribe of orchidaceous plants, of which onr present group is composed,
may fairly rank among the most interesting, or we would say marvellous, of
vegetable productions, whether in respect of their vivacious colouring and
grotesque aspect, the singular structure or the exquisite perfume of their
flowers.

Their mode of growth also is not less extraordinary. A great number of
the most splendid being parasitical, attaching themselves by their snake-like
roots to the trunks of living or decayed and fallen trees, investing the former
with a wealth of colours and fragrance not theirs by nature, and rendering
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the latter more beautiful in death than when in the full vigonr of life. It is
the presence of these plants which often constitutes the chief beauty of the
tropical forest.

The large-flowered ph T psis grandiflora) has beautiful
moth-like white flowers; and, though our limited space only enables us to
give a solitary blossom, they actually grow in long pendent wreaths of
twelve or fifteen, producing o most brilliant effect.

Tne three-voloured vanda ( Fanda tricolor) is & noble plant with luxuriant
plaited foliage, and fine showy flowers, of very agreeable odour.

The bearded cypripedium (Cypripedium barbatwm) is a striking plant, from
Java, belonging to the same genus as the common lady’s slipper, our finest
native orchid. This species has very curious flowers, finely striped and spotted
with brownish purple, and the leaves are beautifully chequered with black.

The clothed calanthe (Calanthe vestita) is an exceedingly el t i
the flowers, which are very abundant, being of most
colour white with rose-coloured eye.

Less gay and attractive than these, but equally singular, i3 the African an-
sellia (Ansellia Africana)—greenish yellow spotted with purple. The noble
dendrobium ( Dendrobiwm nobile), and Duke of Cambridge’s dendrobium (fden-
drobium Camdbridg 3, are two splendid species. The former is pale purple,
the centre ornamented with a purple spot of intense richness. The tint of the
latter is fulvous orange, with centre of rich velvety brown.

The whole of these are from the choice collection of Messra. Veitch, of
Chelsea, well known as most extensive and successful cultivators of this fas-
cinating tribe of plants.

1 + e )
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Irolytra spectabilia.
Acacia nnduloefolia.
Tosa Devoniensis.

Pelargonium—** Galely.”

MAY.

Charosema varivm.
Nhedodendron ellintum.
Tulipn suaveolena,

All the flowers that gild the spring,
Hither their still music bring;

If Heaven bless thum, thankful, they
Smell more sweet, and look more gay.
Though their voices gentle be,
Streams have too their melody ;

Night and day they warbling run,
Never pause, bat still siug on.

Wake, for shame, my sluggish heart,
Wake and gladly sing thy part;
Learn of birds, and streams, and flowers,
How to use thy nobler powers.

RuTURNING to the greenhouse, we find that the multitude of flowers that

now tenant it is so great, and has such varied claims on our admiration, as to

render it o matter of some perplexity to make a fair selection, especially one
s0 limited as ours must necessavily be; so we must be content with noticing
the few that enter into the above group.

Among the most valuable late additions to our stock of hardy ornamental
plants is the beautiful dielytra (Diclytra spectalilis) sent over to the Ilorti-
cultural Society by Mr. Fortune, from the north of China, and reckoned the
most estimable of ali his numerous acquisitions in that country. From its
great beauty, and the perfect ease attending its cultivation, it is becoming n
very general favourite from the Court to the cottage. The folinge of this

| plant is extremely graceful and luxuriant; and the flowers, which are
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of & bright clear pink, are quite unigue for the quaint elegance of their
form.

The fringed rhododendron (Rhododendron ciliatum) is a good specimen of
that beautiful section of the genus known as the Sikkim Himalaya rhododen-
drons ; it is of a rosy white colour, and delicate form and texture,

There is an interesting little legend attached to the generic name of the
small papilionaceons flower above, Chorozema variwm. M. Labillardiére, a
French botanist, discovered it on the coast of New Holland, near a spot where,
after having been tantalized by finding many salt springs, his party came upon
an abundant supply of fresh water, to their great joy and relief; and in allu-
sion to this eircumstance, of which he speaks with much fecling in his book,
e named the plant Chorozema, from choros, a joyful assembly, and zema, drink.
The flowers are orange red with purple centre.

The Devonshire rose (Hosa Devoniensis) is a fine variety of the tea-rose:
cream coloured, with yellow centre; and possessing the delicious tea-like
fragrance peculiar to this highly-prized class of roses, of which this is censidered
one of the choicest kinds.

It is astonishing to witness the nwuber of new pelargoninms—or, as they
are popularly called, peraninms, which are every year produced by the effurts of
the florist ; not that we can always sympathise with the trivmphs of his art,
preferring the picturesqueness of the older and more unsophisticated varieties
to the trim formality ofemauny of the modern ** perfections.”

Most of the Bpecies of acacia, with their globular-tufted flowers, ave very
lively ornaments to the greenhouse.
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Unltheyd didagii.

Arides quinquevulnera.

Coviogyoe Walliehbani,

The shining pansy, trimmed with golden laco;

Tha tall-topped lark-heels, feathered tluck with flowers;
The wordbing, climbing o'er the door In bowers;

The London tufis of many a maftled hue;

The pale pink pea, anid monkshood darkly biue;

The white and purple gillyflowers, that stay

Lingering in blossom summer half away s

The single blood-walls, of a luscions smell,
Old-fashioned flowers which housewives love so well;
The col blue, or deep night-1 n

Thair honey B-like b hanging down;
Each eottage garden's fond wlopted child,
Though heaths still claim them, where they yet go wild;
With marjoram knots, t-briar, and ribbou-g
Aud lavender, the chioice of every lass.

JUNE may be considered the grand culminating month for orchids, end mag-
nificent, indeed, is the display furnished by this marvellous tribe to our sum-
mer flower-shows, Our space would be more than filled with merely a

talogue of speci inent for beauty ; whether of form, colour, or fragrance.
But, if we would select from these one worthy to be queen over all the
rest, our choice would not hesitate to fall on the matchless Caftleya, named
after Mrs. Moss, of Liverpool (Cattleya Mossie), which unites in itself every
admirable quality that can grace a flower.

The lowers are considerably the largest of any known orchideous plant,
being sometimes more {han eight inches across and twenty-four in circum-
ference ; they possess a powerful fragrance, and their texture and colouring
are the most delicate and rich that can be conceived. All the upper divisicns
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of the flower are of & pale but brilliant purple, of the greatest purity, and the
lower lip and throat are charmingly variegated with tints of crimson, purple, and
deep yellow. The foliage of this superb plant is also very fine. There are
other species of Caftleye which are hardly inferior to the present in beauty ;
and there is no period of the year, even throughout the winter months, at which
some species or other of this magnificent genus may not be found in bloom.
One that flowers in the autumn—the curled cattleya (Cattleya crispa)—is one of
the greatest ornaments of the hothouse at that season. The flowers are indi-
vidually smaller than those of the first-mentioned species, but come out in
clusters of several together; and their colouring is of such sparkling richness
that they have o most dazeling effect.

Carlogyne Wallichiana—named after the celebrated botanical traveller, Dr.
Wallicli, by whom it was discovered in the region of the Himalaya mountains
—is & very beautiful orehid, and extremely curious in its appearance and
mode of growth ; theflowers springing abruptly from the side of the bulb, and
not coming out till after its one solitary leaf has decayed and disappeared.
The bulbs themselves are as singular as the flowers are beautiful—growing
on the surface of the ground, dark-green in colour, and covered with a loose
network of fibres. The tints of the flower are purplish piuk, yellow, and
white, the lip being also dashed sparingly with red spots.

Arides quinguevulnera is one of the famous air plants, so called in
allusion to their property of existing many months suspended in that ele-
ment. The flowers are srrayed in long spikes, of delicate colours and de-
licious fragrance. Tn their native country they are hung up in rooms a
little before their flowering time; and there they continue to unfold their
dainty blossomns in gradual succession for many weeks, There is considerable
difficulty attending their cultivation in this country.
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Sollya Drummondl.
Achimencs gux&n:w e o
Gloxinin—** Napoleon.” G. tripedia.

Friea rubella.

JULY.

Rhododendron—* Princess Royal."

<Erica intermedia.
TDesfontainia spinosa.
Helipterum humile.

The cottage garden, most for use deslgned,

Is not of beauty destitute. The vine

Mantles the little easement, and the briar

Tirops fragrant dew among the July flowers;
And pansies rayed, and freaked with mottled pinks,
Grow among balm, and rosemary, and roe;
There honeysuckles flaunt and roses blow
Almost uncultured—some with dark green leaves
Contrast their flowers of pure unsullied white;
Others like velvet robes of regal stats,

Of richest erimson; while In thorny moss,
Enshrined and eradled, the most lovely wear

The hues of youthful boauty's glowing cheek.

Crowned with the sickle and the whoaten sheaf,
Blithe Autumn, nodding o'¢r the yellow plain,
Comes jovial on.

THE rich tropical race of plants to which the Gloxinias, Achimenes, and other
beautiful genera belong is now a prominent and most attractive feature in the
stove, The gloxinias are favourites in every hothouse, from the pure and
brilliant colours of their beautifully-formed flowers, and their rich velvety
foliage : while, with purple or crimson throats, are the most frequent and beau-
tiful varieties, but many have the Hlowers entirely purple, red, or white. The
giant Achimenes (Achimenes giganteq) is a brilliant companion to these last,
with its spike of painted yellow und scarlet flowers.
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The prickly desfontainia (1), spinosa) is one of the most remarkable plants
with which we are acquainted. It is a hardy evergreen shrub with glossy
foliage like the holly, from a small shrub of which it is, in fact, hardly dis-
tinguishable until it flowers, when we are surprised by the appearance of beau-
tiful tubular blossoms, often two inches in length, of a rich scarlet colour,
tipped with yellow, the surface being glossy, as if varnished. It was sent to
Mesars, Veitch from the Andes of Pa.tnguma, by their collector, Mr. William
Lobb, who discovered it in the region of snow.

Many of the fairest heaths are now in bloom—we figure Erica intermedia,
a fine white species; and Frica rubella,a lively little pink one.

The rhododendron represented is a most lovely hybrid variety, produced
last season by Messrs. Veitch, between the white species, Rhododendron jus-
mint-florum, and the yellow Rhododendron javanicum: the result of this
mixture being, most unexpectedly, « bright rose-colowred variety
of the greatest beauty, which worthily bears the name of the * Princess
Royal.”

A very ornamental little flower is the Drummond’s sollya (S'tua Drum-
mondi), with its small blossoms of the brightest azure, the
end of light thread-like stalks, so as to be stirred by the sl:ghteat breath of air,
Australia has furnished us with this pretty climber.

The helipterums, one species of which (H. Aumile) is figured, belong to
the class of plants called everlastings, which are remarkable for their pro-
perty of retaining the texture and colour of their flowers when gathered
and dried. The present sp is very or tal, and has large rosy and
white flowers.
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Oncidium papilio.
Hoya Faxtoul.

AVGUST.

Miltonia spectabilis.
Bteph floribundus.

FLOWERS AND

A drowsy Indolence now hangs on all;

Each crenture seeks some place of rest, some ghelter,
From the oppressive hoat; silence prevails,
Nor low, nor bark, nor chirp of bird is heard;
In shady nooks the sheep and kine convene.
Within the narrow shadow of the cot

The sleepy dog lies stretehed upon his side,

Nor heeds the footsteps of the passer by,

Or at the sound but raises half an eyelid,

Then gives a feable growl and sleeps again.

No sound is heard but humimning of the bee,
For she alone retires not from her labour,

Nor leaves o meadow flower unsought for gain,

WE select a group of four only, out of the crowd of flowery beauties which are
in perfection during this month, among which the orchids are still paramount
in attraction; and, belonging to this tribe, one of Flora's chief curiosities is now
to be met with in bloom—it is the butterfly-plant (Oacidium papilio), in
which Nature seems to have amused herself by simulating some form of insect
life, a8 a parallel feat to the imitation of vegetable life hy the well-known leaf-
insect. The flower in guestion has a yellow ground, figured with rich brownish
red, in a manner very similar to the markings on the wings of some butierflies,
the animated air of the plant being very much assisted by the hornlike
appendages to the quasi head and two black dots that have the appearance
of eyes; added to which, the flower is poised at the end of a wire-like stalk, a
yard or more in length, so that it scems to be dancing in the air over the
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surrounding plants, llike some gay insect. The remarkable appearance and
comparative facility of cultivation possessed by this plant render it a desirable
and frequent inhabitant of the hothouse

The other orchid figured is the beautiful miltonia (Miltonia spectabilis), a
species less grotesque and curious than others of its family, but second to few
in loveliness—the contour being very graceful, and the colouring extremely rich
and harmonious; the upper part of the flower is cream-coloured, and the
lower lip pale purple, richly veined and shaded with deeper tints of the same;
Brozil is its native country—Trinidad being that of the butterfly-plant.

If the last-mentioned plant is remarkable for its strong resemblance to a
creature of the animal kingdom, another of our group is no less so with regard
to the mineral world, for the flowers of some of the species of hoya, especially
of the one figured—Paxton’s hoya (Hoya Paxtonf)—have quite the appearance of
exquisite pieces of jewellery : five little amethysts of beautiful polish, set in
stars of frosted silver, are what the individual flowers may be compared to,
and almost mistaken for. These, again, are made up into globular clusters of ten
or twelve each, which are suspended at intervals from among the bright green
leaves which clothe the twining stem. The hoyas are principally natives of China.

The stephanotis (Stephanotis forilundus) is one of the most valuable orna-
ments to the stove at this period of the year, as with its surpassing beauty of
tlower and folinge it combines a rich fragrance that renders it doubly acceptuable.
Its habit is that of a trailing plant, the stem running for several yards along a
trellised roof, and throwing out a profusion of thick glossy foliage, and clusters
of lovely white jessamine-like flowers. It comes from Madagascar. A high
stove heat ig necessary for the cultivation of all these plants,
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Fuschi
FPhilesia buxifolia.

Ameryllis reticulata.

!}'npc\ﬁ;ns _.!'erdonhp.

Gardenia in 1.
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Whither be the roscs fled,
Weso gaily singing bound,
When the brow of shepherd maid,
And the herdsman's hat was erowned?
Maiden, summer days must fly,
Yonder rosces withered lie.

Whither be the violsts gone,

Those that bleomed of late so gay,

And, in fragrant garlands strown,

Decked the blooming flower queen’s way ¥
Youth, alas! the spring must fly,
Yonder violots withered le.
ALREADY some of the summer luxuriance has passed away from the conserya-
tory as well as from the garden—fuschias, amaryllises, and heaths, forming
the principal greenhouse stock ; but many of the favourites of last month still
continue in bloom.

The singular species of balsam (/mpatiens Jerdonie), named after Mrs.
Jerdon, and lately introduced, is a great acquisition, keeping up a constant
succession of its scarlet and yellow parrot-like flowers for a length of time,
This plant would hardly be recognised by any but a botanist as helonging to
the same genus as the common balsam ( fmpatiens balsaming), so difitrent is it
in its whole appearance and attitude. This species is from the Neilgherry hills,
and it flourishes in a warm greenhouse heat. . ]

Gardenia radisans, one of the species known as the Cape jessamine, is a
plant, which though of great beauty, owes its charms still more to the exquisite
odour of its flowers, which are scarcely surpassed in the whole varied range of
vegetable perfumes for delicacy and sweetness. It has the form of a small
shrub, with large white flowers, and belongs to the same natural order as the
plants which produce coffee, Peruvian bark, madder, and innumerable plants of
beanty and value. China is its native region.

Amongthe beautiful varieties of fuschia wi mstantly being produced by
ingandotherpr of cultivation, that named the** Duchess of Lancaster ™
is one of the latest and best, the corolla being of a deep and lovely rosetint; the
tube and radiating parts, or sepals, white, slightly tinged with red at the tips.
The netted-veined amaryllis (Amaryllis yeticulata) is one of a superb genus,
every species of which is worthy a place in the greenhouse or stove, as well for
the magnificenee of the flower, as for the general noble bearing of the plant.
The well-known Mexican lily, and the Belladonna lily, belong to this genus.

The many-flowered soapwort (Saponarie multifiora) is a pretty little border
or pot plant, with pink flowers of very elegant form.

A very beautiful and valuable plant of recent introduction is the box-leaved
philesia (Philesia bwxifolia), found by Mr. Lobb, the indefatigatle collector of
Messrs. Veitch, on the Andes of Patagonia, and supposed, from thenature of the
situation in which it was discovered growing, to be quite hardy and capable of
enduring our climate without protection. It is a remarkable plant, having the
character of a low bushy shrub, with dry evergreen leaves; and yet the fowers
are quite lily-like in appearance, and of large size in their native couniry,
having been seen there of the size of a tulip: the specimen from which our
figure was taken was of considerably smaller size. The flowers are of a
delicate rose colour and waxen texture. There is a charming hothouse climber—
the rosy Lappageria (Leapy ia yosea)—belonging to the same tribe as the last,
which in its flowers it closely resembles, though the plants are totally opposite in
general appearance and habit of growth,—this being a lofty climber, and the
other a low shrub,
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Nymphiea coernlea,

OCTOBER.

Nymphuea Dovonlensis,

FLOWERS AND BOTANICAL

The little bird, yet to salute the morn,
Upen the naked branches sets her foot—
The leaves now lying on the mossy root—
And there a silly chirreping doth keep,
As though she fain would sing, yet fain would weep;
P'raisivg fair summer, that so soon is gono,
Or mourning winter, too fast coming on.

TuE water-lilies figured above are of the most lovely denizens of the aguarinn
or aguatic stove, which, though it cannot be said to be in its full glory during
this month, still retains that freshness of folinge which renders this department
of the conservatory the most attractive to many, notwithstanding the over-
powering moist heat so necessary to its well-being.

k A rude breath

May shake its leaves a moment ; but its root

s far #ho deep for storms.
The Devonshire water-lily ( Nymph I3} is), & magnificent aquatic, is
said to be a hybrid produced by ecrossing two tropical species—the white
N. dentata and the red V. #udra.  The colour of this variety is a bright crimson,
which contrasts most admirably with the deep green of the floating leaves on
whicl the flower rests: the leaves are beautifully toothed -and waved at the
edge. The blue species (Nymphaa carnlea) figured is principally distinguished
from the other kinds by its colour, which is of a delicate and peculiar azure

tint, the centre being bright yellow.

NOTES BY W. 8. COLEMAN.

What can be more fairy-like in its beauty than the picture that a well-
stocked and flourishing aquarium presents?  The surface of the water studded
with lilies—red, white, and blue—in bud and full bloom, and other aguatic
flowers of various tints of yellow, with here and there the freshest green tufts
of Pistia stratiotes, n gigantic tropical duck-weed, and the edge of the water
fringed with the nnmerous rich-leaved plants which thrive best in this situstion.
Then there is that vegetable wonder from the rivers of the new world, the
magnificent Vietoria lily (Fictoria regice), which requires almost a hiouse to
itself, with its eircle of leaves, each from five to seven fecl across, and flowers
of corresponding magmitude.

Our remarks have rveferred entirely fo a fropical collection: but we have,
growing wild in our rivers and lakes, plants in nearly every respect as worthy
of the cultivator's attention, with the advantage that they can be cultivated
without the trouble and expense of artificial heat; and enjoyed without the
inconvenience attending the strongly-heated atmosphere vequired for plants of
warmer latitudes. The white water-lily of Britain, the delicate frog-bit, the
flowering rush—aone of the handsomest of European plants, the fringed villarsia,
the water-violet, the arrow-head, and other native water plants, would stock
an aquarinm that would rival the exotic one in luxuriance and beanty; and itis
very probable that by cultivation, and erossing with exotic species, varieties might
be produced, partaking of the magnificence of one, and the hardiness of the other,

Sometimes they bloom with bells like amethysts; and then
Paler, and shaded, like a maiden's eheek,

With gradual blushes; while others white, as white

As rimie that hangs upon the frozen spray.
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Babinglonin Camplsrosma,
Abutilon striatum.

Eriea Imperinliz.

NOVEMBER-

Chrysanthemum 8inense.

Eriea Burnelll,
Hedum Bichaldii,

The withered leaves bestrew the gavden path,
Made miry with the fall of fleeting showers;
T'he sun emits a feeble ray, which hath

No power to warm or eheer the gloomy hours;
The robin only sings among the bowers,

Now bare and desolate, his simplo lay:

All other birds are mute and sad, or they

Have flitted with the spring and summor flawers;
Yet are the borders not entirely bare,

For many-tinted asters still remain,

And bright chrysanthemums nod here and there
‘Their hends, to chilling blast and pelting rain,

DEAD and cheerless as the aspect of the garden and field has now become, the
glad blossoms that are still put forth under the protection of the conservatory
are rendered doubly wel by contrast with the barrenness without.

The innumerable forms of the Chi chrysant! (Chy th
Sineuse), November's own flowers, now flourish gaily in the greenhouse; and, if
the weather be tolerably favourable, do not refuse to lend their charms even
to the garden ; but October is preferable for their display in this situation,
‘We figure one of the handsomest white varieties, also a red one.

The remainder of our group are plants requiring some degree of artificial
warmth for their preservation. Many beautiful species of the heath tribe
choose the dreary winter months for flowering; among these is the imperial
heath (Erica imperialis), o noble species, bearing at the top a circle of large

FLOWERS AND BOTANICAL NOTES BY W. 5. COLEMAN.

tubular flowers, with a glossy surface, as if varnished ; their colour is bright
orimson-red to within a short distance of the mouth, when it is shaded off into
bright green, with a charming effect.

Burnell's heath (Erice Burnelli) is another lovely kind; half of the flower
tube in this being rose-tinted, the rest white,

The striated-flowered Abutilon (Abutilon striatwm), from Brazil, is a shrubby
greenhouse plant of great value, as it produces throughout the year a succession
of elegunt bell-shaped blossoms suspended on long stalks. They are of rich
orange colour, strongly veined with crimson. The exceedingly graceful out-
line of these flowers has been frequently adopted in various branches of orna-
mental manufacture; for inst , & fully-expanded flower gives, when inverted,
a beautiful shape for a wine-glass or other vessel.

The phot d Babingtonin ( Babingtonia Camphorosma), one of the
myrtle tribe, is a cheerful little shrub, having somewhat the appearance of a
heath in folinge—this is from the Swan River, in New Holland, a district which
has furnished go many valuable contributions to the catalogue of half-hardy

lants.

¥ Siebold’s stonecrop (Sedum Sieboldit) is principally remarkable for its
tapering wreaths of leaves which droop over the sides of the potin o very
graceful manner; the stalk is terminated by a cluster of small blue flowers
which appear in the summer, but we notice the plant now for the sake of its
leaves, which are beautiful in their colouring as well as their arrangement—
they are of a glaucous green in the centre, shaded off to red towards the margin.
Japan is the native country.
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Sonerilla Margaritacen.
Dioncea museipula.,

DECEM

Cissus discolor,
Cephalotus follicularis.

BER.

Lycopodium stoloniferum.
Ancectochilus setacens.

Sea Winter comes {o rule the varied year,
Sullen and sad, with all his vising train—
Vapours and clouds and storms.

Our concluding group, like the first, is composed of some of the more re-
markable forms of leaves, being a selection from what the gardener calls
% foliage plants,” or plants which depend rather on their leaves than their
flowers for their beauty or interest; in which points many of them are hardly
excelled by any tenants of the conservatory, besides possessing the great
advantage of remaining in equal perfection all the year through. Some of

Caladivm, Caluthea, and Cissus discolor. We figure the leaves of the last men-
tioned; but no engraving can show the beautiful variety and gradation on the
rich velvet of its upper surface. The centre rib and principal veins are marked
by various shades of purple and black; between the veins are silvery patches
of white, and towards the edges the purple softens off into a lovely subdued
green, forming altogether one of the most harmonious little pieces of colouring
with which Nature indulges us.

The pearly sonnerila (Sonnerila margaritacea) is one of the most charming
of recent introductions. It has glossy green leaves, studded over with lustrous
pearl-like spots, and in the summer is ornamented with a spike of pink flowers
of much beauty,

The curious plants from Java, called Aneectochilus, well deserve a place in
any collection where sufficient heat is mai d.  One of these plants at

these rival in the richness of their tints the brightest flowers, such as Dracana, |

FLOWERS AND BOTANICAT, KOTES BY W. 8, COLEMAN,

ground, each leaf being so marked and shaped as to resemble the closed wings
of a large beetle or moth—Dblackish green or brown, with golden or silvery
veing, being the usnal colouring. Ancctockilies setaceus is the species figured.

Several species of club-moss—half moss half fern-like feathery little plants—
are very ornamental, for edging the aquarinm, and for other purposes where
their fresh bright green is acceptable. We figure the creeping-rooted club-
moss ( Lycopodium stoloniferwm).

We must now notice two of those curious mechanical contrivances which
are met with in the leaves of some plants. The first is the half-animated
Venus' Fly-trap (Dionea museipula), whose leaves have the singular power of
closing over and imprigoning for life any unfortunate insects which may alight
on their surface; whither it is said they are tempted by a sweet liquor which
exudes from the glands on the surface.

There are several genera of plants beaving pitcher-like appendages to their
leayes—that best known being the genus Nepentfes, the old pitcher-plants;
but there is a little New Holland bog-plant, the Australian piteber-plant
(Cephalotus follicularis), of comparatively recent introduction, which, though
of very small size, is equal in interest to any of the others, It produces a
cirele of pouches or pitchers of curious construction, resting on the ground,
each being provided with a membranous lid; from the centre rises a spike of
small white flowers. To the list of plants remarkable for their foliage we can
now add one—perhaps the greatest curiosity of all—the extraordinary * Latlice
plant” { Ouvirandra fenestralis), lately brought from Mad ar by o missi Vs
and now in the possession of Messrs, Veiteh. It was figured and deseribed in

first sight gives the idea of a number of strange insects congregated on the | the TLLusTrRATED Loxpox NEws for November 8rd, 1855,
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