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BATTLE OF WATERLOO.—JUKE 18, 1815,

Donixa the first part of the acticn, the Duks of Wellington stood in the ang'e
form=4 by the ercssing of iwo resds, and on the right of the highway, beneath
a solitary elm, afterwards known as ** the Wellington Tree.” After being mu-
tilated and stripped by relic hnnters, who visited the battle-fleld, it was pur-

TUFE WELLINGTON-TREE.— SRETCHED ON THE FIFLD OF WATERLOO,

chog-d by Mr. Children, the eminent cliemist, who narrates the circum.fances
in the following interesting accredited doenment:—
X M ‘¢ Bruesels, Sept. 30th, 1818,

_* On Sunday morning last, T visited the ficld of baitle, gecompanied by
Frargis Brassine, ous of the guides from Mont St. Jean, who attend travallers,
to point out the positions of the French and Allied Armies. My daughter had
seated kerself to take a sketel of the trea, when Fraveois called to us to pre-
ceed ; and on my explaining the reason of our stopping, ho exclaimed, " Aa
foi ! en bon tems! car demain il va tomber!™ And :o it whs: {he earth was
already cleared away, and the roots prepared by the axete receive the saw,
which, the following dey, was destined to bring it to ths ground. The eager
but unforinnate desire of thousands to possess a morsel of the tree had com-
pletely removed the bark, through its whole eircomference, for neirly three
feet in Lieight, and in many places considerable portions of the wopd had been
aut off. In this state it would have been impo:ible to preserve the life of the
tree, even had the owner, who ocenpies the farm of Papilolte, been willing to
suffer it to stand. The injnry done snoually to his eorn, wlich was trampled
under foot by the visiters to the tree, determined him to make the treo a sacrl-
flce, Anxious that it reight remain, though in death, & trinmphant memorial
of the great events it had witmessed, I directed my gnide to treat with the
farmer for the sale of it, and became the purchaser of the tree. It iz now on

| over, and my life is of no value now !

NE

its way to England, and I trast the purposes to which it is destined will not be
thonght unwo: thy of this llustrions, theugh silent, record of the tkill and gal-
lantry of the greatest general and bravest iroops that ever fought and conquered.
« Although it has thus (allen to my lot, to bs tha tomporary possessor of this
tragsure, I hope I shall not be d of having b #0 unworthily ; and
that I may be allowed to express my resret that proper measures were not

taken to preserve the tree till removed by ega and atnral decay.

s Jonn GeoncE CNILDREN."
this tres are a chair, now in Windsor

(Signed)

Amongst {he most remarkabla relics of
Castle, presented to bis Majesty George 1V., by Mr. Children, and here engravid ;
it is placed in the gnard chamber, near a memorial of the great Nelson—
a portion of the mast of the Visfory. Another chair was given by Br.
Children to the Duke of Wellington, in whizh we have heard he mostly sat
for his portrait ; and p third chair, s in the possession of his Grace the Dake of
Rutlsnd, at Be'voir Cistle.  Thera is also in the Britizh Museum a very curicns
porticn of the tree, hiying an iron chain inside it, which must have been wound
round it when a sapling, and over which the wood had subsequently grown.
Mr, Children himself had o eabizet made of this wood to contain minerals now
in the postession of his san-in-law and dazghter ; and many of his friends po:saes
smaller articles masufactured from the tree.

Speaking of this {res, some one mentioned to the Duke of Wellington
that it had besn .pearly ell cut away, and that people would soon doubt if it
Bad ever existed, The Duke &t once said that Le remembered the tree perfectly,
and that, durinz the batt'e, a Seotch sergeant had come t1 him to tell him that
he bad obse:ved it was o mark for the ecemy’s cannon, bepging him to move
from it. A lady said, ** I hope you did, sir”” Tha kero 1eplied, ** I reslly for-
get, but T know T thought itvery good edviea,”
" The late Lotd Ward, in a lefter to the Bishep f Landaff, the year after the
Battle of Waterloo, says:—'* The term *Battle of Waterloo® must have been
adopted for thie sake, of euphony, as no part of the battle reached that village,
the streggle bavitg taken placa noarer to Bruscels.” Lord Ward visited the tree
near which tha Dubke stood for 50 many hours with his staff, and found it pierced
with at least & dozen balls, and observes, *‘It is guite marvellous how ha
eseaped. After the battle the Duke joined in the pursuit, and followed for soma
miles. Qulonel Harvey, who was with him, advised him to desist, as the
country was prowing less open, and o might he fired 2t by a &'raggler from
beliind & hedge.  The Duke shouted out ‘Lot them fire away—ihe battle is
] by the Duke from the field was a brief note,
whish, having enumerated soma who had fallen, ends thus emphaticslly :—
“I have escaped unhurl ; the Jinger of Providence was on me.”  What the im-
pulse was which dictated these a’z;b'unrdluary words, we leave to the opinfon of
tlio e who read them. . . - \hen (he dreadful fight was over, the Duke's
feelings, o long kept at the highest tension, gave way, and, as he rode amidst
the graans of the wounded and the reeking carnage, and heard the rout of the
Fapquished and tho shouts of the victors, fainter and fainter through the eloom
of might, he wept, and soon after wrote the words above guoted from his letter.

One of the three letters written

THE WELLINGTON CHAIR, IN

THE GUARD-CHAMBER, WINDSOR CASTLE.
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