NATIONAL BPORTS.

AUGUST,—GROUSE BHOOTING,

OPENING OF THE GREAT FXUIBITION MAY I, 1551  signified cutside by the elevation of the Royal standard at the northern summit
O all the everts of the present event{ul cpoch, nene has been of more deep and | of the vool of the transept. As her Majesty and Prince Aibert, accompinied by
enduring interest than the cpening of the Great Exbibition of 1251, The | the Prince of Wales and Frincess Royal entered under the erystal arched raof,
pageantry of peaea with which it was conducted, will form, if we mistake not, | through the handsome bronzed and gilded northern gates, erccted by the
the trightest psge in Queen Victeria’s brillisnt reien. Never dawned a Coslbrookdals Company, throuch the adjscent spaces decorated by gergeous
brighter morn than on that ever-memorabe * May-day; ™ the thy clear | cxotics, sparkling fountains, and cholce stituary, and as the flonrish of trumpet
and blue, the sun coming forth in undimmed splendour, the air crisp, | end elarion proelahned this their state entry, s most dea‘ening burst of applanse
cool. yet genia!, a= & poet's spring morn shonld to.  London, with her countless | enme from the coneourse of loyal suljects around ler, who rose to welcome the
thonsands, was early afoot ; by six o’elock, the hour fixed for opening the park- Royal pair. The sight was overwheliningly grand.  The Queen having taken
gates, streams of carriuges, all filled with gaily-attived company, came ponring | her seatin her chair of s‘ate—the Royal Commirsioners, Foreign Mini-ters, and
in from all parts of the metrcpolis and tha surrounding districts, whils whola | members of the Cabinet, in their Court dies:es and splendid noiforing, being
messes of pedestrians merched in mighty philanx towards the seene of actien | ranged arpund her chair—{he Nut'onal Anthiem was performed by a choir of
All 5t. James's Tark, all the way up Coustitntion Hill, £11 the way along  nearly a tho d voices, ied on the organ by Messts Goos and Turl -,
Knightshridge and Rotten-row, was or ¢ sea of hieads, whose owners vere all | His Joyal Highmess Prince Albert then descended frem the daiy, ant, takine
intent upon one object—to catel a glimpse of ler Mujesty and splondid soite on | his place with the other Commissloners, read an address ; to which her Majusty
her way to the Palace of Iudustry. The procession wag of what is termed | made o grocions reply.  And then after a prayer for the occasion, rea! by tha
“half state”—instead of the eumbrous state carriage, her Mpjesty and FPrince | Archbishop of Canterbury, the Royal Procession was formed, which made the
Altert went ina private © dress ™ carriage and pair, their suite occupying seven | entire circuit of the building; the organs playing, and the choirs singing, the
oiher similar carringes. s Iallelujah Chorns.” On Ler Majes ¥'s retarn to the platform, the Quaeen du-
Within the Crystsl Palacs the forlunate tickct-holders had tesun to assemble | clared the Exhibition opened;” wiich was snnounced to the pnblie by a
2t mine o'clock.  The Duke of Wellington, the nerc of a hnndred fights, was | flourish of trumpets, and the firing of a Lioyal salute from the Serpentine. The
one of the cariiest arrivals, and was londly cheered, as with unmistekeable in- | Queen then retired, and the barviers were thrown open, end the publiz allowed
terest and pessure ha paid his hoemage to the Genius of Industry. Thesa | to cirenlate t! reugh the wondrous pile. 3
plaudits were perhaps dealt with increased warmih ard volume on account of | The ceremonisl wes cne, it may be :aid, withont precedent or rival. While
the auspieions day itself being the Duke's birthday. Of other arrivals, including | the race of man exists, this solaon and macnificent cceasion will not readily
the Ministers, it is unnecessary to syeak: sofilce to say that by e'even o’clock the ! fade awey from his memory like the ** biseless fabris of a vislon:™ it com
Crystal Palacs was filled with such an astemblage (30,00 in number), as hud | menced an era in which the sons of toil shall recelve honour and reward; at
never before been bronght together under one roof : thongh this nmmber was far | the rame time timulating the energies of man to conquer * fresh domains,”
surpassed — doubled, tripled—on many subsequent days during the Exhibition. and dizecver Tew facult'es of nstore and her prodnets, for the well-being and
At twelve o'clock a flourih of trumpsts proclaimed the arrival ef the Queon, | nge of his fellow-creatures.

a3



