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HERISH how fondly soever we may the relics of those
essentinlly national asscciations which heralded in the
Christmas season in years gone by, we ara not the less
disposed, when mourning the gradual disappearance of
these eur own time-honoured observances, to welcome

THEE CHIRISTIZAS TRIEE,

refined to admit the privilezes of the sacred mistletos. But let them
not be unjust to the present, and the enjoyments it provides. If the
lordly bear's head no longer smokes in the centre of our modern dinner-
tab'e, have we no lordly baron or knightly sirloin to sapply its place? If no
gay pageant assembles eager crowds to witness its magnificence, has not
each homestead its own individual ga'a, its festival of affection? And last, but
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the introduction of any foreign custom which may pro-
mise, in some degree, to eompensata for their loss by | Dot least, whet matter though the mistletoe be banished, if we have the Christ- y
adding lustre and interest to our cherished festival. It | m&s Tree, whose fruits, far less evanescent, will, undoubtedly parchase many

is trne that many amongst us may not cease to sigh for the | 8 ki, not stolen, but given as a free-will offering.

meorry deys of old, and the boisterous revelry of which time | For thislastpicturesqueinnovation, now so completely a feature of our English

L has enhanced the charm and veiled the disadvantages. They | Christmas, we are indebted to Germany, where it has held the ssme high posi-

; may regret that the boar's head shonld have ecused to be | tion in general favour for years, we mighit almost say for ages ; indeed, if we may
either a desirable or attainable addition to our good cheer; | credit the testimony of & well known foreign print, representing Christmas in
that the masques and pageantry in which princes once con- | the household of Martin Luther, the illuminated tres afforded amusement toz
descended to take part should have been long deemed un- | the children of our great reformer himself. Thefirsti gererally known
worthy the advancing intellect of the age; that the principles | of the importation of the custom to our own conntry was during the embassy

Pl of order should be so powerful an element in cur constitution of Pnnco_Ta‘.luyrand. who neglected no means of rendering himzelf popular
& as to forbid the reign of Misrula, even for that brief span which | 8nd prominent amongst us ; the reputation of the splendid tree which comme- [
formerly wWitnessed its anthorised dominion ; and as they | morated Clristmas in his household spread far and w.da at the time, and is no

: look back to the pastimes which it will never be their lot | doubt still remembered by many. It was not, hewever, until the Royal mar-

i ts enjoy, may feel, be their prepossessions Royalist or Roundhead, that the | riage had eata'fulished 4 kind of brotherly rela‘ionship between ourselves and
Puritans did us ill-service in waging a war of extermination against the merry. | our Gﬂl‘mm} neighbours—end by rapidly inereasing the intercourse between
makings of old Christmas, Others, again, there may be, who, without any an- | thetwo nations, had rendered their habitsand manners familiar to us—that this
tiquarian respect for the habits and menners of the real olden times, or any | characteristic ofa German Christmas was decidedly engrafted on our own. Since
desire to awaken them from their long rest, may yet lament the departure of then it has gradually teken root in England; Royal example having given it L
those familiar relics which were endeared by their own youthful associations ; | fashion, and its own merits ensured it favour. Thersare now probably not very
they may long once more by the light of the yule-log, to be half-amused, half- | many families of which the elder branches are moderately enterprising, that do
tarrified by mummers ; may grumble that their restis less and less frequently not establish a Christmas Tree ; which, though ostensibly for the gratification
disturbed by the harmony of the waits ; and grieve that we are becoming too | of the younger scions, proves asource of interestand pleasareto all. There are, of
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course, various degress both in the beauty of thess trees and in the amount of
enjoyment derived from them (two polnts wholly independent of each other) ; and
| thongh each one must have a certain individnality of its own, yet they may be
generally divided into two classes.  First, perhaps, in splendour, &re those sum-
| moned up without even the exertion of a thonght through the potentintervention
of Massrs. Fortnum and Mason. We know there are persons in the world who
eschew tronble even when it takes the gunise of pleasure. Happily for them
many pleasnres are to be purchased *ready-made,” and eur mow popular
Christmas dirersion i3 of the numbar. There was a time when the annunal
| display of Twelfth-cakes was estesmed well worthy a visit of inspection, but
:their attractions sink into complete insignificance before *the curiosities and
| novelties in tha form of, Christmas Trees with their adornments, a glimpse of
which st the right season fills np en idle half hour very pleasantly.

For the advantaga nf thosa whose sphere of persanal observation may be limited,
bnt who may hava their own reasona for feeling interested in the :ubject, we
shall notice a faw of the isiprovements whie have been recently introduced : the
benefit of them is chiefly confinafl to our first class of marrymakers—those who
enjny the resalt, but have nothing to do with the mesns,  First, then, it must
be nnderstond that the Christmas Trea is by no means invariably one that
Natnre would acknowledge for hiar own produetion ; ifideed, {he greater number
of thora that are supplied, ready dressed, aro imitations—very good omes, be it
nnderstond—formed of painted tin,  Hithertn, the comely and symmetrical fir-
tree has servad 28 & model; but, in the eoming season, & novelty is to be intro.
dneed, consisting of imitative palm-trees, varying from two to six feet in height,
in which the hand of Nature has not béen disgraced by that of the artificer,
There is the notched and gracafully tortuous stem, overhung with the
long green pendent leaves, .which fall so judieiously over each other
as to provide for the proper distribution of the lamps, or orramented tapers
which are attached to the points; a row of hooks, placed on the under side of
every leaf, enabley the ornaments to be disposed in close proximity, without
injury to the general outline. Another design, eqnally new and pretty, repre-
sents a vine trained on a trellis, bearing large bunches of grapes; composed of
eoloured glass, but not on this account less tantalizing to the eya, Of half the
elegancies and grotesqueries which are invented for the dressing of this elabo-
rate groundwork, it wonld be impossible to make mention, for their name is
legion. All are, however, receptacles for bon-boms, but so eurious and orna-
mental in themsselves that their original destination might be easily overlooked.
We can have bozes in the semblanceof dogs® heads, and may even choose be-
tween the avistoeratic greyhound, surly mastiff, and faithful Newfoundland ; or,
for those who may prefer fac-similes of their own genus, there are half-length
figures of sailorsin their glazed hats, Saracens in turbans, erusty old men, good-
tempered young ones—in fact, characters of every kind, to whom the hand of the
Nurembnrg workman hasimparted a degree of expression that is really marvel-
lous: but all these form receptac'es for & store of good things, which are exposed
toview by the processof decapitation. The tree isnot, however, to be everloaded
with thesa oddities; amongst them are dispersed pretty miniature representa-
tions of familiar objzets, as book-casss, gnitars, balloons, &e.; also, gelatine
flawers of great beanty, with gold leaves, made in Paris for this very purpose ;
and any odd corners are filled nup with artificial fruit and similar trifies, To each
of these articles is attached a number, and their possession is determined by lot.
The prineipal and best mennfactory, both for the trees themselves and for their
adornments, is acknowledged to be Nuremburg, which has long enjoyed an esta-
blished reputation for the ingenuity of its toys, many of which are made by the
nimble fingers of ¢hildren. The prices charged by the importers for the deco-
rated trees range from one to thirty gonineas, according to their size and the num-
ter and valne of the articles which are placed upon them. All are in their de-
grea tastefn! end pretty, and ean be said to lack nothing, except that particular
interest which can only be purchased at the expense of a little tronble.

We must now glance at the second class of Christmas Trees; those of home
growth ; and ascertain if they have not some peeunliar advantages of their
own, to counterbalance théir inferiority in elegance. In contradistinction to
those individnals who do not meke acquaintance with their tree until it has
assmmed its full dress, are a large proportion of aspirants for enjoyment, who
would on no account relinqnish the preparations to professional hands. They
embark in the undertaking with the sensible resolution of extracting from it
all the pleasure which it is capable of affording ; and the amount, in a
large family especially, is by no means econtemptible. On our domestic tres
comparativeiy little money is expended, for it is soon discovered that the tronble
and ingenuity so willingly bestowed, go very far to supply its place. It may
oceasionally be made the medium of conveying handsome presents destined
for many a year to recall the memory of the day to their possessors:
but these can scarcely be considored as part of the lagitimate expenses; and, as
a principle, the productions of the tree are of an inexpensive character—often
labonra of love. For weeks before the long-looked-for day,the leisure ocen-
pations of thosa who may have taken upon ti Ives ther ibility of the
| affair, have reference to its success. Many an hour isstolen from sleep and the
social eircle, for the seeret manufacture of these same presents, half the eharm
of which would be lost to the donor if the glanee of admiration with which they
are received be not equally oneof gratified surprise. Many a walk is taken for
the purpose of choosing the pretty bon-boms and ornaments which cannot be
made at home, or dispensed with altogether. Even amongst the children
there is an unwonted cessation of noisy activity, for they, too, have
their own important affairs to arrange. They have to select from
their own toys those that are to grow on the tree for the benefit of the

little cousins who will bo of the merry Christmas party; their generons
impulses being no doubt rather quickened by the prospect of fresh acquisitions

for themselves. They have to determine the division and employment of the
hoarded half-crown; and pay many & visit to the bazaar ere it is laid out to
the best advantage. Lastly, there #re the book-marks, intended to minister to
the intellectual tastes of papa and mamma, to be completed and delivered in to
the anthorities on the eve of the graat day. It will in trath be fortunate if its
arrival do not surprise them ere the varions plans are fully matured and realised,
We sbonld here obzerve that the tima selectad for the lighting np and grand ex-
hibition of the Tree depends on individual taste; but as it most usnally forms
the crowning pleasure of Christmas Day itself, when the cirele of assembled
fritnds and relatives supplies a meet audi , We may lude that the preli-
minary arrangements are mads on the preceding evening. A select com-
miltes, consisting of those whko are recogrised euthorities in matters
of taste, closst themsslves, with the various applianees of their bunsiness,
in the back drawingroom, or wherever else may be the theatra of exhibition.
How pgaily they enter on thelr appointed fask of decking the dark
spreading branches of the vigorons youne fir-tree, which, to afford full scopa for
thelr genins, should be somsa six feat In helght. The fitst step i3 fo attach the
colourad tapers, by means of large ping, or any better expedient that can be de-
vised, It may, perhaps, prova no easy mitter to persnads them to maintain their
appointed attitndes, and avold all the risk of the {llnminetion progrez:ing into a
confligration; but if the eandles da not look qoite as much at homa on our tree
as on thoss of a more artificlal charactar, they will at least give as
good a lizht. Then the bon-bon: swestmeat:, flowers, and auny other
pretty things that may have been provided, are saspended from varions parts of
the tree, with those presents that are of & sufficiently light and ornamental de-
seription. The residne are gracefully strewed around, as thongh they had
been showered down by the benevo'ent hand of soms good fairy. Darirg
these proceedings, whieh have occupied considerably more time than {lieir
description, general curiosity has been exhibited outside the door to aseertaln
the progress of affairs; for, ba it underatood, there i3 ‘'no admission
for any one exceptng on business.” Idlers would only inferfere with
the industrions; and for the children, mbove all, the coup d'wuil is re-
served untll to-morrow ; they would rot have half the respect for the
marvelious tree if they had beheld it unadorned, and discovered that it
differed in no respect from thosa which they often carelessly passed in
thelr country walks. ‘The appeals of little eager voicss for  just one look” are
therefore entirely disregarded; and tha plots laid by mischiévons brothers to
steul in on some specious pratext are disappointed by wary eaution on the par_t of
the besieged. It is ordained that all shall wait till te-morrow, and, for.
tonately, there is too muech exeitement going on in every household on
Christmas Eve for the delay to be very irksome, or the interval to seem very
long.

Thera are, we should hope; not very many who do not wake to the
dawn of the Cliristmas Day morning with an indistinet conscionsness that
something pleasant is about o happan; and with the children this some-
thing speedily assumes the form of the Chrisimas Tree. Its prospective
glories will present themszlves to the best-regula‘ed juvenile minds duoring
church time; and not even the unwonted pleasure of dining with
parents, aunts, uncles, and all the dignitaries of the family, is sufflcient to pre-
vent many an exclamation of Joy when this preliminary is at last over and the
moment of {ruition arrived. The tapers lighted, and finishing touches given, the
folding-doors are opened er curtain raized, and the Christmas Tree, in all its
dazzling magnificence, is exposed to view. The admiration is so absorbing, that
for many minutes it shines and glitters in undisturbed glory; but at lengih there
is an evident desire to realise ilie existenca of the treausres by actual
possession, and to the most humorous of the party is entrusted the doty of
distributing to every ome their allotted portion, with appropriste remarks of
bis own.

Now are all those mysteries and hours of seclusion explained and acconnted for
to the general satisfaction, Every one wounld seem to have had his own especial
secret ; even the heads of the family have privately added atthe last moment love
tokens to their children, whoze surprise they not alittleenjoy. There may be (we
say not that there is) a watel for him whose ambition it has so long been to pos-
sess.one; a concertina or drawing-box for her whose tastes may render suchagift
P ; and 50 munificent an assortment of dolls, with every appliance for
their comfort, that the little ones forget to breathe cne sigh of re-
gret as they ses their own generous intentions realised, and treasures,
once the most cherished, pass into other bands. Nor are the janiors
withont their own moments of triumph; how pleasad is the affectionate
mother, when the beantiiul, braided table-cover worked by the hands of
her daughters is presented to her; and yet it scarcely meets with more con-
sideration than the book-marks and the needle book., We must certainly re-
linguish all idea of enumerating a tithe of the gifts that are interchanged, for it
really scems that each one has remembered everyone else, and has been by them
as carefully remembered.  Finally, the bon-bons are distributed as a bonne-
bouche, but the tres must not be entirely di tled on this ion ; some
time should elapse before it ceases tobe an object of interest; and surely another
Christmas will be almost at hand ere its glories fail to prove an agreeable and
ever-fruitful topic of eonversation.

‘We have endeavoured to give some little idea of the distinetive characteristies
of the two c'asses of Christmas Trees, as we see them in England; and now
without offering any ungracions comparisons, we bid farawell to our readers of
every age, desiring for them all possible enjoyment from their own Christmas di-
versions, be they foreign or ba they of home growth ; and, in the time-honourad
words of our ancestors, wishing them each and all

“A MERrY CHRISTMAS A¥D A Harry NeEw YEAR !V
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