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UMMER time, glorious summer time, as-
serts its full maturity in the month of
Jaly. Iti hot sunshine, ita penetrating
light, its close streets and still closer
houses, the busy Babel of sounds so distinet in the
dry atmosphere, all weary the senses to a degree
that makes the most determined lover of the town
sigh for quiet, and admit that, however agreeable
2 a London life may be, it is hardly the ecene one
~—%2 would fix upon for full enjoyment in the dog-
i days. Society itself begins to discover that a life of
2] mere pleasure may become a3 wearisome as a life
of setual Iabour; and that nothing short of an oc-
casional glance at Nature herself can enable it to
endure unto the end of the season, when fashion shall dismiss it
to ** fresh fields end pastures new.”

A day in the country! IHow pleasant it sounds to the busy
idler, weary of the tronble of finding amusement for himself, * A day in the
country | how charming it would be !" chime in certain soft voices. * Ay, a
day in the country, with a gay party to enjoy it, would Le worth anything
Jjust now,” eagerly responds some active promoter of excitement of any kind.
“Why, the mere sight of green flelds would be more refreshing than anything
London has to show, What is a dance of shepherdesses on the stage to a
dance on the greensward by ourselves #” ¢ Or the Sax-horns in Kensington-
gardens,” interrupts another, “ to French horns on the water?” * And
how easily it could be managed,” exclaim both together, * if only one or two
goodnatured matrons would take the matter in hand ; the trouble would be
little, and the pleasure would be great ; so why shounld it not come to pass *”
Active canvassings and earnest petitions are preferred on all sides; slight
difficulties are overcome, and great ones are get at nonght; and cventually

PIC-NIC,

something like consent is extorted from {he powers that be, and finallya ™
pic-nic i3 decided npon.

On the first blush of the affalr, the mere fact of a favourable award geems
enough to satisfy all but the most exacting. The least selfish of the party offers
her house and her services ; and the next day is setapart for preliminary con-
siderations, for the barometsr must necessarily be consulted, and the extent of
the party ascertained. Where they are to go—what they are to do—and where-
withal they are to be fed, remains a problem to be solved ; and if would hardly
te a matter of surprise if, before the close of the evening, the person most im-
plicated in the affair should have arrived at a conclusion of never again doing
a good-natured thing without taking twelve good hours to consider of it.
The to-morrow arrives in due course, and with it many suggestions for car-
rying out their plan. The gentlemen are unanimously of opinion that taking
provisions with them is always found to be & bore; and declare that the only
way of passing a day pleasantly in the country is to order a handsome déjeitner
at the Star and Garter, securing to themselves, afterwards, as large a portion of
Richmond Park as rapid railroads, rival steam-boats, with their usnal con-
comitants, may leave at their disposal.

Anything s0 common-place as acold dinner at an inn—for in such disparag-
ing terms is the proposition characterised by the ladies—is voted impracticable
and not to be thought of, Do they suppose that any one could consent to drive
fifteen miles under & hot sun, merely to dine on mahogany and be waited
upon by people who know their business? Such a consummation is not to be
entertained for a moment; they wonld rather dine at home, or even not dins
at all, than lend themselves to anything so common-place and prosgic.
“ What, then, is to be done ?” demand the lovers of good cheer well served.
* Listen, and I will tell yon,” responds the boldest of the fair dissentients, with
a pretty air of mock gravity. In the first place we must find out some se-
cluded valley, unprofaned by the feet of the muititude, where we may take
our rest; hemmed in on every side by a belt of waving woods, with & clear
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stream meandering through it, a smooth green bank for our table, and a wilder-
ness of feathery boughs for a canopy, under which shali be spread such fare
a3 the free-will offarings of our friends may bestow, with no attendants be:
sides each other, Such is ihe ple=nie Eogland onece delighted to homour, and
such is the pic-nic which wa can alone eujoy.”

** But the bill of fare—There really must be & good bill of fare " persists the
moie material of the conclave. Lvan a short deive 15 usaally found orovoeative
of a good appetita, Grizing sheep may lave a rural appearancs, but are suinz-
times found to be rather suggestive of roast mutton ; cows in the distance may
be pleturesque, but creams nearer at hand may be thought to have the ad-
vantage. Ices and ivy go wall together, though the ancients may have limited
their union to wine alone ; and, In short, their own snggestions for the entertain-
ment of their fair friends havieg met with little favour, they feel jnstified in
making rather partieniarenquiries nto the commissariat depariment, which they
ave prepared to offer. Under other circumstance they need hardly say they
shiould not venture to tresspass on ground vot their own.”

The gentlomen dismissed on the'r em“assy lo find a locality that shall embody
every posaible advantage, the ladies are at Hberty to proceed to the business be-
fore them, Thete are few occurrences in actial Jifs that cannot be essily ar-
ranged when each party s equa’ly willing to be obliging and to be obliged.
One lady offeta to contribu'e the pitces de resittance—a gecond promises such
entremets and hors d'euores as can be served cold—whiist a third undertakes to
produce the dassert, and a Ganymeds of character 50 distreet that his ministry
shall only be inferred by the perf:ct arrangement of the whole affair.

The morning of tha great day at length arrives, bright and balmy, a3 thongh
no nnusual evant wera on the fapis. A shower had fallen In the night, as thongh
to lay the dust and spare the miilinery. 7Tho tempered sunbeams shone
throngh a veil of gavey mist, as if In deference to the fair faces abont to con-
front them. The gentlemen have forluna’ely Leen suecessful in finding a locale
beantiful, in their fAorid deserigtion, as the Happy Valley itself; and, having
whispered the seeret in confidence, ara relisved of the burthen of the
comestibles. Everybody is in good looks and in good apirits. The carriages
come when they are ordered, and the ladies are eearcely less punctual. The
right pesple are packed into the right conveyanees, and the amatenr Phaiitons
are harmonious, having settled thelr differences among themselves by the way.
The detachment that is to join on the road falls in at the right place, and every-
thing promises well for & happy day. The drive is taken leisurely through
bowery lanes {such are to ba found even near London). Why should they hasten
to wbridge one pliasura merely to anticlpale acother, when they have the live-
long day before them for the perfect enjoyment of both ? They linger on the
road to avail themseives of such picturssque points of view as may hapren to
present themselves, Wayside flowers, boasting the charm of novelty to the
wearers of exotics, are discovered, aud must be secured, at any cost; and whips
and parasols ars in reqoisition to cateh the last straggling woodbine that
faunts gaily on ths topmost branch of the hedgerow.

Where i3 the scene that cin show pleasanter nooks beride its still waters than

the connty of Surrcy ? England, in copparison with forelzn natlons, may have |

little to beast of, of & very remuntic chiaracter. But where sbroad is the pastoray
scenery that can mateh cur ewn? Warm and cager expressions of admiration
are lavished on sl sides. The gentlemen, enccuraged by the encominms ba-
stowed on their taste acd judgment, take advantege of the flocd-tide of favour
to hint that & ** siight refection ™ a* onee, Ly way of inavguration, wonld by no

means be amizs. This suggestion, theugh hardly falling in with the programme |

of the festivities of the day, is, with a langhing protest, conceded. Scarcely
are the steeds stabled, and the party assembled together, when & low whistle
is heard from an adjoining copse. Ths lady in ch ef, followed by her satellites,
adventores into the shady glade, and finds beneath the leafy screen an im-
prompto déjedner spread before them. Blessings on the cunning bhand that can
conjure up hot ecifze the moment it is wanted, and good digestion wait on the
appetites that can be content with such simple fare !

But they are not suffercd to linger long at the sylven repast, however dispozed
they may be to erjoy the present. They must be vp and be doing, for certain
energatie spirits are amongst them, who aver that the picturesque must always
be sought out to be fully enfoyed, and that nature will not reveal her hidden
treasures to the care'ess and the indolent.
lock for objects of interest on the present oceasion ; for there, perched high ona
craggy steep, scarcely two miles distant, is & country church of very primitive
design,. which may contain “rich stores of entiquity well worthy a large
perusal ;7 and forthwith a lover jof ancient brassss voluntesrs to be cleerome,
inviting the ladies co.lectively and individually to eceompany Lim on an
archmological survey ; promising theim, ¢n the faith of an entiquary, that
should the choreh be found but commeonyplace in itcelf, the prospect from its
tarret would amply repay their pious pi'grimage. A more modich ecava-
lier next prefers his suit. He proroses a visit to some show-house.
nearer at hand; and, though not exactly aware of its situstion or
actual distance, is quite cerfain it cannot be far off. It is, he assures
them, well worth seeing ; hus gardens that cost untold sums of money; and

Fortunately, they have not far to |

boasts a picture-gallery, said to rival the national one, both within and without, |

A pallant sailor, with his dashing lieutenant, points to two trim wherries
sleeping on the stream below, which his provident care Liad secured for the
oceasion, and urges a sail or a row. A grave texopholite hints of ** bow and

honour to a gronp of French comdssaires, the party break np inte little groups ¢
the sentimental declare for the aquaties ; the adventurous for the house of exhi-
biffon ; whilst the grave and sententions go in'search of the antique. The mar-
ried ladies, dividing the quick-eared children among them, thus perform the
duty of ehoperons by deputy. They, howerver, accompany the party down
the hill ; and, If the trath must be told, gladly, if slowly, return to the poiut of
observation from which they had set out, All are at liberty to seek their own
amusenment in their own way for three good hours, when the result of their
varions peregrinations I8 to be recounted for the general benefit on thelr
retura,

Norarethe 'ess enterprising left entively without certain smsll trinmphs of their
own. They have discoverad a spot of the most perfect seclusion for the banguet,
with & spring of pure water bubbling up nigh at hand. They have beheld nuts
in profusion, half ripe, and gathered a basket of wild wood-strawberries. A
botavist has found cartaia rearce plants to help perfect her herbal; and they
have, in addition, had all soris of good fortune promised them by a wandering
Cassandra.  And when, at length, the sun waxing warm, they begin to think
what they shall do next, they Lave only to retire into the shude, read and con-
verse at lelsure, and taste the enviable enjoyment of watching their friends afar
off, stenggling throngh the long grass of & meadow into which they have evi-
cently trespassed, and toiling up the steep ascent to join them. By twos and
threes the weary wanderers drop in, hungry, and almost too tired to talk. At
length the gallant sailors and the water nymphs, long looked for, make their
appearance, and this timz a clear, bold voice is heard to sing ** Haste to the
Bangquet.”

And trast me, geatles, nover yof,

Whas dight & mosquing half 5o neat,
Or half sorich before,

Tho conutry loends the sweet perfumon,

Tho soa ths poarl, the aky the plumas,
Thie town its silken store.

Tho wanderings o'er, tho board ia laid,
And sicker such a feast is mado
A hoart and lip dosire;
Withouten hands the dishos fiy;
Tho ginsses with a wish come nigh,
And ywith a wish retire.

And, when the rage of hunger is appeassd, what a chorns of merry voices is
heard. The edventurers in search of fine gardens and fine pictures pronounce
themselves amply s itisfiaed with thesight ; although, when closely pressed, can-
not deny that much better might be seen nearer home. However, by virtue of
their balonging to the ** quality,” they had, by special favour, been admitted to
thae sight, as it was not the regular show-day ; and then the hermitage was said
to be really something quite unique. The ustiquarians prefessed to have been
even more fortunate; for, thongh they had vot brought away with them any-
ih'ng that would muke very much of a Sgure at the Archmological Society,
they hiad scen a very remarkable font in a vatber dilapidated condition ; had met
with inseriptions, whose meining could only be guested at; and had been re-
warded by finding, *in a high siate of preservation,” the tomb of an ancitnt
Knight,

Songs were now sung, and wise saws weranttered ; histories of bygone pie-nies
were reconnted, and suggestions for prospective new ones were offered ; and no
one seem dicpesed to move: indced, the fresh cool fruits of the dessert were
almost too good to be sbandoned. But tea mnst be had, if only for the sake of
boiling the water gipsy-wise. Even the weary walkers declared themselves un-

| willing to forego the dance altogetiier, for many uneasy glances at the delay

began to be cxchanged between the * flute’” acd the * French horn.” Seeing
this, some of tha iadies were obliging enough, by way of sedative to their
growing impatience, to request a rehearsal, that might act as a gentls reminder
of their duty to the laggards. How delightful is & dance sens cérémonie: 'tis
true the springy terf is hardiy so pleasant a footing as springy boards; but then
thers is no comparison between the cool stroll between the dances and the hot
promenade of the ball-rcom. :

Befora we concludo we must niot omit fo mention that the married ladies
behaved with great gererosity on the occasion, and were content to receive the
homage of the Ieast eligtble of the cavaliers; they also made themselves par-
ticuiarly agrecsble to such ci-devant jeuncs hiommes a3 needed partners. Oae of
them even wert so far asto learn chess, for the sake of using the migratory
chess-board. Could complaceney go farther than thi=? But virtue has its own
reward ; and anobligiog offer was made by the happy possessor, to repeat the
lesson whenever his fair pupil would give him an opportunity so to do.

And thea the drive home, how scothing and pleasant it was, in the rich dewy
twilight. The chief mombears of the party were merry, * within the limits of be-
coming mirth.” A few wero dreamy and silent, but none wera sad. The ladies
weres congratulated on the perfect of tha enter ; and, not to be
outdone in generosity, they returncsd the mmplimenl:. by offering a willing and
gracious tribute to the perfest chivalry of the gentlemen. And everything
having gone oif so well, the pariies most interestad resolved to repose on
their lanrels, and not rizk the fame they had won, as most admirab e managers
of & Pie-Nic, by any second adventure. Entresties for just such another day

target,” when the wind lalls ; and trinmphantly prodnces on the spot a tra. | were either delicately evaded or adjonrned to that more convenient season thatis

velling chesa-board, that has won honourable mestion at the Great Exhibition, | always so long in coming,
Who could lack amusement with such varied resources at their commend. | snceess? The day was fine, the fare was pl

The difficulty scems rather to lie in the selection.

Does the reader ask the secret of such unparalleled
, the party happ d to ba

After a brief scene of | well assorted, and each one had acted on the precept of Holy Writ—Ix moxovn

yehement importunity on the part of the rival showmen, that might have done, | PREFERRING ONE ANOTIHER !
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