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PIRTH OF THE TEAR,—CHILD FOUND IN THE SNOW, BESIDE 1TS DEAD MOTHER.—EPISODE IN THE GREAT CONTEST: THE SNOW STATUE.

TrERE are few persons of a reflective turn of mind, who do not feel a sort of
mirth-melancholy at the close of one year, and the t of anoth
This feeling, probably, led Coleridge to observe, “If I were & moralist, I rught
dmappruva the ringing in the new, and ringing out the old year :—

Why dance ye, mortals, o'er the grave of time [

Aliving divine remarks, “*Tt is a mercifal provision that the stream of time
dpes not run on in one continuous flow, but that it is broken up and separated
into larger portions, which are for *signs and for seasons, and for days and years.”
These changes and vicissitudes present us, 1y, with T i
and encouragements to amend our lives, and to set ouf, as it weve, on a new
course.”

The Christian Year commences with the first Sunday in Adveent, a season to
i) for the fon of our Lord's first, and to ponder on his second, com-
ing. The Epiphany (Twelfth Day), is kept to commemorate the manifestations
of our Lord both as God and Man.

To the Epiphany, tradition assigned not only the worship of the Magi, but the
baptism of Christ; the miracle of turning water into wine, and that of feeding
the 5000, both considered to be typical of spiritual blessing; and which the
eastern Christians, until shortly before the age of Chrysostom, when they
adopted the custom of the Latin church in this respect, celebrated also as the
Anniversary of the Birth of Christ.—{Neale's Feasts and Fasts.)

Jaxvany Is named from Janus, to whom it was dedicated, because, from its
sitnation, it might be considered to beretrospective to the past, and prospective to
the opening year. The Anglo-Saxons ealled January, Welf-monath, Its holidays
are very ancient; New Year's Gifts and Twelfth Day customs being as old as
Rome itself; of the latter, Herrick sings :—

GIw: thein to the kim:
And queene wassaillin
And thongh mth the ale ye be- whet here;
Yet part ye from henee,
.ﬂn Tee ihlm offence,
As when ye innocent met here.

On the first Monday ( Plowgh Monday), after, the festivities terminated ; for then
husbandmen resumed the plough.

The Sundays between the last Epiphany Sunday and Lent, should call us from
the rejoicings of Clristmas, and prepare us for profiting by the approaching
season.

Late Winter begins with the year:—

Winter's white shirowd doth cover all the ground,
And Caecins blows lis bitter blaste of woey

The ponds and pooles, and streams in ice are ‘bouni,
And famished birds are shivering in the snowe.

As the day wears,

Throngh the hushed air, the whitening shower descends,
&t ﬁmt Ihm—wn'renng. till at last the flakes

11 Broad and wide, and fast, dimming the day

'l\ ith a continual flow,

Shakspeare says, applicable to this month ;—

Never resting Time leads Summer on

To bideous Winter, and confounds him there,

Rap-cim:ted with frost, and lusty leaves quite gone,
eauty o'ersnow’d and barren.

Yet, thereis “ good in every thing;” and the hardy band of bayhood begin the
contest of life in the shower of balls at the snow statue; as Napoleon, when at
school, at Brienne, constructed fortresses out of the same material. One of the
weather-saws of the month tells us i—

'lf Janiveer Calenids be summer] {
It will be winterly weather till the O)aiend.s of May.

Letus sum up with the sativist:—
Froze January, leader of the
Minced pies i vain, and calIF:I:md in the rear— CHEURCHILY,

The Iast allusion is to an annual insult offered on the 30th of Janunary, to the
memory of the unfortunate Charles T. ; but which has long since yielded to the
milder humanities of the times. ;

Foremost in the list of Festivals stands the Lord's day, or Sunday ;  the day of
the resurrection, the queen, the chief of all days, in which our life arose, and the
victory over death was gained by Christ;” the day also in which, as Justin, the
Martyr, urges, God, out of darkness and the primal matter, formed a world.
Next-in rank to Sunday, at least, if the frequeney of its observance be considered,
stood the Saturday, or, as it is universally called by the early writers, the Sab-
bath; a day observed with the same religious services, in all respects, as the
Lord's day, though a difference grew up between the easfern and western
churches, npon the question whether it should be kept as a festival or a fast. To
these weekly holidays were added others of only annual ﬁcurrénce,'mmmema-
rative either of the principal events in the history of onr Saviour, or of the snf-
ferings of his more eminent followers, These Feasts were preceded by Vigils
throughout the night, kept in the churches, or, in the earlier times, around the
tomb of the Saint. i

Jeremy Taylor has left us these Runles for Duties on Christian Festivals : * After
the solemnities are past, and in the intervals between the morning and evening
devotion, (as you shall find opportunity), visit sick persons, reconcile differences,
do offices of neighbourhood, inquire inte the needs of the poor, especially house-
keepers; relieve them as they shall need, and as you ave able : for then we traly
rejoice in God, when we make our neighbours, the poor members of Christ,
rejoice together with us.”

[coMrrzen By 108y TIuss. ]
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| Tue Pagan Romans celebrated their Juno Februata on the day which is the vigil
of Candlemas, Febrnary 1; and hence the name of the month February is
i unquestionably, derived.

Candlemas is evidently traceable tn the ancient custom of lighting up
churches and chapels with candles and lamps, and carrying them in procession,
The practice of lighting the churches has been discontinued in this country since
the second year of Edward the Sixth; in the Romish chnreh, the original name,
and all its attendant ceremontes, are still retained.  Herbert, in his Country
Parson, refers to a relic of this practice, in the custom of saying, “when light is
brought in, God sends us the light of Heaven—and the parson likes this very well.
Light is a great blessing, and as great as food, for which we give thanks: and
those that think this superstitious, neither know superstition nor themselves,”

St. Valentine's Day is of Pagan origin; but the poets refer it to the rural tra-
dition of birds choosing their mates on this day :—

Hail, Bishop Valentine, whose day thisis!

AN thie air is thy diocese,

And all the chirping choristers,
And other birds are thy parishioners.

01l MArTY’st every year,
The Iyrique lark, and the zrave whisperi dove ;
* The sparrow that neglects his liti for love 5

The hnusemd hird with the red stomacher;

on mak'st the blackhird speed as soon,
As doth the goldfinel, or the haleyon |

Dr, Doxxk,

Mra. Bray relates a vestige of the custom of making presents remaining to the
present day in Devonshire ; where, on St. Valentine's Day, a young woman ocea-
sionally thus addresses the first young man she meets ;—

Good marrow, Valentine, T 0 to-day,
To wear for yon what you must pay,
A pair of gloves next Iianer-i.lny‘

1t is mot, however, very common to send the gloves, unless thers is a littls
sweethearting in the case.” The yellow Crocus blowing plentifully about this
time, has been called Hymen's Torch, and Flower of St. Valentine ; or, as the

the old verse says,
The Crocus blows before the shrine,
At verual davn of St. Valentine,

Septuagesima, &c.—The first Sunday in Lent being forty days before Easter, is,
on that , called Quady ime, from the Latin for forty; and fifty, sixty,
and seventy being the next round numbers above forty, the first, second, and
third Sundays before Quadragesima, are called Oui q imar, S ima, and

e

FEBRUARY.
20 toten years T shall speak then,

: ?)r El'ebrunr hut lm:l:}im :
ild is meek and weak of sp'rit,

opthing can undertake,
So all the l]%‘\’_('r!, for lack of shirwers,
No springing up can make ;

Yet birds do sing um!‘.,g&r:xw their king,

THE CHILD ABROAD.—TIE FIRST STRATEGY : BIRD-CATCHING,
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j " Franklin,” (see Chaucer),
of Popery.”

Shrove Tuegday, (the day before the first day of Lent), is so called, becanse in
Romish times it was usual to confess on that day, which act is expressed by the
Saxon terms Shrive or Shrove. Tt was formerly a season of extraordinary sport
and feasting, an apprentices’ holiday, &, Cock-fighting and Throwing at Cocks
were almost universally Shrove Tuesday Sports: the former eruelty was popular
in Greece ; English cocks are mentioned by Cesar; but, the first notice of Eng-
lish cock-fighting is about 1170. The satiric pencil of Hogarth, and the moral
muse of Cowper, have almost abolished this modern barbarism. The wicked
practice of throwing at a Cock tied to a stake, on Shrovetide, is said to have an
allusion to the indignities offered to the Saviour of the World before his Crucifix-
ion; by others, this annual torture of the Cock is associated with St. Peter’s
crime, in denying his Lord and Master. The persecution was extended to the
Hen: henee, the Plodighman's holidiey on Shrove Tuesday, when, “after confes-
sion, he was suffered to thresh the fat Hen * Eating Pancakes and Fritters on this
day is a harmless observance : according to Fostroke, Pancakes are taken from
the heathen Fornacalia, celebrated on February 18th, in memory of making
bread before ovens were invented by the goddess Fornax. Brand comsiders that
we have borrowed the custom from the Greek Church, The frying of the Pancakes
was formerly commenced, universally, at the ringing of ** the Pancake Bell ;*
and it was a holiday at the Colleges and Publie Schools, where the Pancake was
thrown over the bar or curtain dividing the npper and under forms. In Seotland,
Crowdie (oatmeal and water) is eaten on this day, as Pancakes are in England.
Football was another common Shrove Tuesday sport : it is still played in Derby,
Nottingham, Kingston-upon-Thames, and a few other towns.

Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, originated in the blessing of Ashes on
that day, “ to put in remembrance every Christiann man, the beginning of Lent
and Penance, that he is but ashes and earth, and thereunto shall return ; ” and
the ceremony was reserved at the Refprmation.

The Carnival,

might obiserve without regarding them as * relique

Bome weeks before Shrove Tuecsday comes about,
is still eelebrated, on the Continent, in
Al countries of the Catholic persunsion,
Rome is possessed by the gay madness for eight days; its characteristics being the

Sipluagesima, from the Latin for thew round numbers,

Callop Monday, or Shrove Monday, the day before Shrove Tuesday, was form-
erly the last day of flesh-eating before Lent, when our ancestors cut their
flesh-meat into collops, or steaks, for salting or hanging up till Lent was aver;
hence, in many places, it is still customary to have eggs and collops or slices of
bacon, at dinner on this day, as well as pancakes on the following day. These
celebrations were termed * Shrovings,” which Sir Thomas Overbury, thought a

1uerade in the streets, showers of eonifeth or mock sweetrmeats, firlng of mor-
tars, racing of horses without riders;, and the lighting of moccoletti, or wax
tapers. At Naples, the Carnival s much like that at Rome ; at Genoa it is in-
different; at Venice, the festival lasts from Twelfth Day till Shrove Tuesday. At
Paris, it is principally kept on the three days preceding Ash Wednesday; and,
upon the last day is the procession of the Beuf-gras, or Government prize-ox,
through the streets; then all is quiet until the Thursday of Mid-lent, or Afi-
caréine for which day only, the revelry breaks out wilder than ever. LT
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MA
Then in comes March
With wholesome

CHILDHOOD SEEKING THE EARLY FLOWERS,—THE FIRST GAME OF SKILL.

Marcn, named from Mars, the god of war, was the commencement of the Roman
year, and was, in fact, so considered in England before the alteration of the style;
the legal year commencing on the 25th of March. Our Anglo-Saxon ancestors
called it Length-monath, *“ beeause the days did then begin to exceed the nights in
length., There is an old proverb which charges March with borrowing certain
days from April ; and these, being generally stormy, onr forefathers endeavoured
to account for this cir t by pretending that March Jorrowed them from
April, that he might extend his power so much longer. © Those,” says Dr.
Jamieson, * who are much addicted to superstition, will neither borrow nor lend
on any of these days. If any one would propose to borrow of them, they would
consider it as an evidence that the person wished to employ the article borrowed
for the purpose of witeheraft against the lenders.” There is a different proverb
relating to this month, viz., that * A bushel of March dust is worth a King’s ran-
som ;" thereby expressing the importance of dry or dusty weather at this particu-
lar season of the year, in an agricultural point of view.

8¢, David founded many ies and religions houses, and built a hermit-
age and chapel in the vale of Llanthony, near the Black Mountaing :—

A little lowly hermitage it was,
Down s dale, hard by a forest’s side,
Far from resort of people, that did pass
In travel to and fro; a little wyde
here was an holy chapelle edifyde,
Wherein the Hermit dewly wont to say
Tis holy things each morn and eventyde;
Therebye a christall stream did gently play,
Which fram a sacred fountaine welled forth away. SrENsER.

The custom of Welshmen wearing leeks on St David's Day, has been tradition-
ally referred to the Britons, under theiv general, St. David, gaining a vietory
over the Saxons, and transferring from their caps to their own, leeks, as signals
of tr Sir 8 1 Meyrick discredits this story; and infers from some
lines of the time of James I, that the leek was assumed upon, or immediately
after, the battle of Bosworth Field, which was won by Henry VIL, who had many
Welshmen (his conntrymen}, in his army, and whose yeomen-guard was com-
posed of Welshmen ; and this inference is strengthened by the fact, that the
Tudor colours were white and green, the colours of the leck. Still, this expla-
nation is shaken by the fact of the leek being a native of Switzerland, and, ac-
cording to the Hortus Kewensis, not introduced into England till about the year
1562. Churchill thus satirises the cnstorn :—

March, various, fierce, and wild, with wind.cracked cheeks,
By wilder Welshman icd\, und crowned with Leaks,

Lent is commonly said fo be named from a Saxon word for Spring, It was
originally ealled Quadragesima, and only lasted forty hours, from 12 on Good
Friday to Easter morn; but it was gradually extended to forty days, after the
fasts of Moses, Deut. ix. ; of Elijah, 1 Kings xix. ; of the Ninevites, Jonah iii. ~
and of our Lord himself, Matthew iv.; all of which fasted. forty days. This fast
begins on Wednesday, becanse the six Sundays, being festivals, were not in-
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That one day we must die.

ng and air,

Oup Torwm; 1653,

cluded in the fasting days ; and, therefore, unless four days were added before the |
first Sunday in Lent, the fast would only last thirty-six days instead of forty.—
(Elementa Liturgica.)
Herrick has a quaint instruetion :—
TO KBEP A TRUE LENT.

Noj; "tis a Fast to dole

1s this a Fast, to ki
Th i My sheaf of wheat,

e larder leane,

And cleane, And meat,
From fat of veales and sheep 7 Unto the hungry soule.
Is it to quit the dish Itis to fast from strife
Of flesl, yet still From old debate, |

And bate; |
To circpmeise thy lifa:

To show a heart grief-rent
To starve thy sin,
Or sl

B0 Not bin;
A down-cast look, and sowre ? And that's to keep thy Lent. |
RBatlle of Culloden.—The present year is the centenary of this memorable |
event, which finally extinguished the hopes of the House of Stuart; it was,
indeed, a blopd-stained victory :

To fill
The platter high with fish?

Is it to fast an houre
0Or rag'd to o,

‘muir, Dr e muir,
A waefo' day it was to me,
For there I loat my father dear,

My father dear and brethren three.

Midlent.—The Fourth Sunday in Lent was anciently kept by Catholics visiting
their mother-church, and making their offerings at the high altar: thence arose
the dutiful custom of visiting parents on this day, therefore called Mothering
Sunday; when the children were treated with a regale of excellent furmety, or
they presented their mofher with o sum of money, a trinket, &e. On the follow-
ing Sunday, preceding Palm Sunday, fried peas, or carlings, ure eaten in the North.

St Patricks Day.—The shamrock, or trefoil, is worn as the national emblem
of Treland, from St. Patrick having referred to it in illustration of the Trinity,
when he landed near Wicklow, to convert the Irish to Christianity in 433, Still,
the trefoll is not fully expanded on St. Patriek’s Day, and old authors affirm that
the shamrocl was eaten, and was a sour plant: now, wood-sorrel alone is sour, is
an early Spring plant, is abundant in Ireland, is a trefoil, and is called by old
herbalists, Shamrog.

With March we may expect * many weathers;” and there is a very old
proverb, “March hackham, comes in like a lon, goes out like a Jamb.”

: ’ T Tkt
By the storms of this period, we are r ded of a o epitap
infants buried in the churchyard of Hemel Hempstead, in Hertfordshire :

As fades the flower in enrly Spring,
When tempests sweep the land,

So droops the tender infant’s form,
When seized by Death's cold hand.

Farewell, sweet habes, the loss is ours,

O FOU ATE ZONE (0 Test,

Tlic Shepherd has but called his lambe,

To fold them to his breast.

on two
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ApRris s usually considered to have been named from Aperire, to open ; either
from the opening of the buds, or of the bosom of the Earth, in producing vegeta~
tion. The Saxons called it Oster, or Easter Monath, in which month the feast of
the Saxon goddess Eastre, Eoster, or Easter, is said to have been celebrated.

Palm Sunday is named from the boughs of Palns being carried in procession
in imitation of those which the Jews strewed in the way of Christ, when he went
up to Jerusalem. The Palm-tree was common in Judea, and planted everywhere
by the way-side, Sprigs of box-wood are still used as o substitute for Palms in
Catholic countries; snd willow, laurel, yew, and box, for the decoration, or
dressing, of churches in England. The blossoms of the willow, too, are called
Paim, because of their coming forth before any leaves appear, and flourishing
most before Baster, wherefore they are gathered to deck houses on Sundays.
The ceremony of bearing Palms in England was retained till the 2nd year of the
reign of Edward VL ; and it was formerly a proverbial saying, *He who hath
not & Palm in his hand on Palm Sunday must have his hand cut oft.”  The cus-
tom still lingers in some rural districts, though not as a religious observance.

In the Catholic church, Palm Sunday is the first day of the Holy Week; and
at Rome, Palms are blessed by the Pope, who is borne in grand procession
ronnd the Sala Regia of the Vatican; where the Tenebree and Miserere are
sung by the Pope's choir, as well as at St. Peter’s.

The Great or Passion Week was kept by the early Christians, as a season of
rigorous abstinence from whatever could delight the body, that the soul might
more readily accompany the Saviour in his sufferings, and realize “the great,
the unspeakable blessings procured in it for man.” For, in this week, to snm up
the teaching of the Church in the eloguent language of Chrysostom, the long
war was bronght to a close, death was quenched, the curse removed, the tyran-
nous empire of the devil overthrown ; his goods plundered, God and man recon-
ciled ; heaven became accessible, men and angels were joined together; what
had been dissevered was united; the partition wall broken down, the barrier
taken away; the God of peace made peace between the things above and the
things on earth.” The services of the church followed thronghout the
course of this week, the actions or sufferings of the Saviour. Thus, on the Holy
Thursday, the sscrament was received in the evening after supper, because that
yras the time-of its original institution.—(Feasts and Fasts). This was called also
Dim Mandatiii. e. the command of Christ to his disciples when he washed their
feet, to follow his example ; whence comes Maundy Thursday; on this day, the
Pope washes-the feet of Poor priests at Rome, as the Kings of England, or their
Almoners, formerly washed the feet of as many poor men as the soverign was old,
at Whitehall. Alms, or maund, were then distribnted ; and this part of the
enstem bu retained to our day ; for which parpose, certain coins are siruck by the
Bayal Miot every year and termed Maundy AMoney.

SMYTH,
APRIL.
Then brave April doth sweetly smile,
e flawers do fair appear,
Thert:hilil is :hcnrhecmne & nam,
‘o the aze of tweuty year.
If hebe kind, and well ingll.n'd,
And bronght up at the sehool,
s h Then men may know i
T A wise man or a fool.

LET LOOSE FROM SOHOOL~—~DBIRDS' NESTING,—GAMESOF ACTIVITY AND STRENGTI.

i fareshow,
0L Porsr; 153,

Good Friday, as the day on which the Lord gave himself up for us, was the |
appointed fime for the absolution of those who had been subjected to penance |
for their sins. The Fast of Friday was prolonged, by all who were able to bear it,
over the suceeeding Saturday, while Christ remained in the tomb {ill cock-crow
on the Easter morning ; and during the whole of that night the people continued
assembled in the churches, in the expectation—an expectation apparently de-
rived from the Jews—that on that night the Messiah would appear to receive his
kingdom ; of which event, as is well known, the Christians from the earliest times,
confidently expected the speedy happening. Thus was the period preceding
Easter kept in the fourth century.—(Feasts and Fasts.) And, “as Good Friday is
0 called from the blessed effects of onr Saviour's Passion, so the day of his
Resurrection is named Easter, from the Saxon Osler, o rise."—( Elementa Liturgica.)

Of the present observances of Easter we can give but a few notes. At Rome,
the ceremonies ave continued on Friday and Saturday, and terminate on Sunday
with the Pope blessing the people from the Portico of St. Peter's; flluminations,
fireworks, &¢. In England, the Good Friday Bun is eaten, derived from the
sacred Boun, which was offered at the Arkite Temples; marked with the crossin
¢ ation of the ¥ of Christ on this day. The dressing of churches
with flowers and evergreens on Easter Day is but little kept up. The Easter
Holidays are but slightly observed ; though our ancestors had their water guin-
tain, ball-play, heaving or lifting, barley-break, stool-ball, &ec.; and the good
King Alfred appointed the week after Easter to be kept holy. On “God's
Sondaye,” (Easter Day,) the ancient hall fire was discontinued, the “black
wynter brondes” put aside, and the hearth * pgayly arrayed with fayre flowres,
and strewed with green ryhes all about.”—(A.D. 1511.)

St. George was a brave soldier, in the ranks of Diocletian. Edward IIL at the
battle of Calals, in the year 1349, joined to England's guardian St Edward the
Confessar, the name of St. George ; and invoked both to his arms : next year, the
order of the Garter was established, dedicated to St. George, whose emblem is
preserved in its rich jewel.

St Mark 1s depieted with a lion ecouchant, winged, by his side; because the
lion is emblematical of the nervous solidity of his writings ; and the wings of the
more than human powers displayed in their composition.

On the 25th of April is the Jewish Festival of the Passover, or Paschal Lamb,
The Paschal flower usnally flowers at this period, in chalky pastures.

April is the season for healthy out-door sports: the hoop may he seen in
classic sculpture ; and leap-frog is mentioned by Shakspeare and Ben Jonson.

An old poet has thus versified the weather characteristic of the month :

never was the month of love,
For Ma‘{ is full of flowers;
But rather April wet by kind 5

For Love is full of showers.

Le.
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MaT is, throughout, & month of out-door rejoicing; and, as its festivities are
inspired by the gay face of Nuture, they are as old as any we have an record.
Mr. Dorlase says: “May customs are nothing more than a gratulation of the
Spring, to testify universal joy at the revival of vegetation.”  And, Mr. Douce
remarks: “there can be no doubt that the Queen of May is the legitimate
representative of the Goddess Flora, in the Roman festival.” In Scotland, on
May-day, is held a rural sacrifice called the Baltein, or Fire of Baal—the only
word in Gaelic for a globe ; this festival being, probably, in honour of the return
of the Sun, in his apparent annual course :—

A hnil to thee, thoufivst of May,

Hnored to wonted sport and play,

To wine and jest, and danee, and song,

And mirth that lasts the whole day long.

In the days of “Merry England,” all ranks of people—royal and noble, as well
as the vulgar—went out Magig, Le. gathering May, on the first of May : who
does not remember Herriek’s lyrie * To Corinna, to go a Maying.” The univer.
sality of the custom—the multitudes roaming in the fields on May morning,
and the towns and villages subsequently bedecked with evergreens, are thus
told :—

Come, my Corinna, come ; and, coming, mark

Tow cach fleld turs a street, enchstreet o park,
Mnide trimm’d with trees; see how

crotion gives cach house a bowgh, ]

Or braneh; each porels, each door, ere this,
An nrk, a tabernacle is,

Made up of whitethorn nestly interwove;

Ax if here were those cooler shades of love.

Our artist has picturesquely illustrated the rites of May"—where the youthful
swain is adorning the brow of his fair companion with a garland of flowers, and
is about to lead her forth to the sports of the Morris-dance and May-pole, where
too ave Tobin Hood, Friar Tuck, and Maid Marian, from the rostie chivalry of
ages long past : the Morris-dance originated from the Moors, (Moriseo) ; and the
Marian, perhaps, from Morion, a head-piece, becanse the head was gaily dressed.

Nor was this merely a rustie sport, for it was equally enjoyed by those “in
populons city pent.” In * jolly old London,” on May-duy, the doors were deco-
rated with flowering branches, and every hat was decked with hawthorn, brought
in trinmph from the neighbouring fields. Then, May-poles were set up in
various parts of London : Chancer mentions the pole or shaft, in Leadenhail-
street, higher than the steeple of the ehurch of St. Andrew-under-shaft. Bean-
mont and Fletcher allude to the May-pole nearly on the site of the church of St
Mary-le-Strand ; and its suceessor, when removed, was used for a teleseope-stand
in Essex; it had two gilt balls and a vane, on the summit, and was decorated on
fostival-days, with garlands of flowers. Another pole must have heen set upin
May Fair, just upon the verge of IHyde Park. The Puritans fought a stubborn
battle with the May-poles—as “heathenish vanities of superstition and
wickedness;:"'—
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MAY.

Then cometh May, gallant and gay,
When frequent fow'rs o thrive,
The child is then become a man,
0Of age twenty and five.
And for his life doth seek a wife
days and years to spend ;
May He above seud peace and love,
And grace unto the end.

e TOUNG MAN ABROAD—TO “OBSERVE THE RIGHTS OF MAY.”

Oup Pora; 1633,

Alas ! poor May-poles 1 what should be the eanze
That you were almost banished from the earth?
Who never were rebellious to the lawes
Your greatest erime was honest, harmlesse mirth.

At tho Restoration, May-poles were permitted to be erected again; though few
held up their heads after the coup fanatique. They were condemned as pagan ;
but, on the observance of May Day, there could searcely be any difference of
opinion, Even the grave old Chronicler Stowe, talks of rejoicing the spirits with
the beauty and savoury of sweet flowers, and with the notes of birds—praising
Gop tn their kind."

May has, indeed, been & * feast of the poets.” Who does not remember Milton's
glorions invoeation to “flowery May,” and “bounteous May,” Then, foo, the

festive muse of Moore
Of all the fair monthe that round the Sun
In light-linked dance their cirele run,
Sweet May ! sweet May | thow'rt dear to me.

Even, the gentle Gray isroused to sing “ We frolic while 'tis May.” Yet, those
who can “suck melancholy from a song” may find it in this month, and its {rail
flowers. Ben Jonson, in his exquisite ode “To the Memory of a Youth," after the
long-standing oak, says i—

A lillie of a day

Ig fairer farre in May,
Alttough it fall and die that night:—
1t was the plant and flower of light.

Among the superstitions of the month, it was a bad omen to be married in it—
amotion as old as Ovid. On Old May Day, 1610, Henry IV. was assassinated by
Ravaillac—a tragedy of such eventful consequences, that it must have added to
the falalities of the month.

Holy Thursday (Ascension Day), is still set apart for parochial perambulations,
and beating bounds—a eustom t1 ble to the pagan Terminus (Lat. bound), who
was the guardian of fields and landmarks, and the keeper-up of friendship and
peace among men ; the procession was formerly headed by the Bishep or Clergy,
who sang Litanies in the fields, &e. A Homily was formerly set forth, for this
day ; for which, also, the Injunctions of Queen Elizabeth, in 1599, declared that a
proper service shonld e provided.

Restoration Day observances are now but rare; thongh, formerly, the statues
of Charles T, and IT. were dressed with oak-branches, as was the tomb of the pro-
server of Charles 1L, at St. Giles's church, London. At Newcastle, it is eallad
“ Barge Day,” there being on the Tyne a Corporation procession, similar to that
on the Thames, on Lord Mayor's Day.

Whit Sunday, ov Pentecost, or Whiten-Sunday, was named from its being one
of the stated times for baptism in the ancient ehurch, when those that ware
Dbaptised put on whife garments, as types of that spiritual purity which they had
recpived, In Catholic conntries, the priests, on this day, cast flowérs from the
upper embulatories of their churches, upon the congregation of the faithful
aszembled in the nave below.
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JonE bears distinet evidence of its pagan nomenclature, from Juno. Our Saxon
ancestors named it, more reasonably, Weyd-Afonath; * because,” says Verstegan,
“their beasts did then weyd in the meddowes, that is to say, goe to feed there.”
It was afterwards called Sere-3onath, or dry month.

Whitsuntide, was formerly kept with many feasts called Ales, because much ale
was then drunk : thus there were bride-ales, clerk-ales, give-ales, lamb-ales,
leet-nles, Midsummer-ales, Scot-ales, and several more. Stool-ball and barley-
break were, also, Whitsun sports: in *‘ ancient tymes,” too, Whitsun plays were
acted : at Chester, they were twenty-five in number, and were performed for
above three eenturies, annually. The Morris Dance was another Whitsun sport ;
and TFairs were common, more especially in the neighbourhood of London.
Aubrey, In his account of North Wilts, has left us the following account of Whit=
sun Ales (temp. 1711):  “ There were no rates for the poor in my grandfiather’s
days; but, for Kington St. Michael (no small parish) the Chureh Ale of Whitsun-
tide did the business. In every parish is (orwas) a church-house, to which
belonged spits, crocks, &e., for dressing provision. Here the housekeepers met
and were merry, and gave their charity. The young people were there, too, and
had dancing, bowling, shooting at butts, &e. ; the ancients sitting gravely by, and
looking on.”—(See Brition’s Memoir of Aubrey, 1845.) At this day, Whitsuntide
is the usual time for “ making rates,”

Sir John Suckling, in his * Ballad upon a Wedding,” hints at the rustic beauty
present at these festivals :—

The maid, and thereby hangs a tala,

For such a maid no Whitsun
Could ever yet produce.

At Whitsuntide the students of Winchester College break up with the solemn
performance of the well-known ode or song of Dulce Domum, the eelebration of
which is invariably attended by the leading clergy and gentry of the town and
neighbourhood. Its origin is invelved in mystery, as well as the oceasion of its
composition : tradition aseribes it to a youth in a state of melancholy, wasting
his life in fruitless sorrow, at his separation from home and friends.

Sheepshearing Time is marked in the Ephemeris of Nature, June 5, as Zonsura;

though Dyer lays down for it the following tokens:
If verdant Elder spreads
Her silver flowers, if humble Daisies yield
To yellow Crowfoot, and Inxuriant grass,
Gay Shearing Time approaches,

Agnin, of its homely joys:—

At Shearing Time, along the lively vales,
Ttural festivities are often heard :
Heneath each blooming arbour all is joy
And lusty merriment : while on the grass
The mingled youth in gaudy circles sport, With every murmur of the sliding wave,
| We think the golden age Again return’d, And every warhle of the feather'd chaolr;
1 And all the fabled Dryades in danee. Musie n?l‘amlisa‘. which still is heard
Leering they bound along, with laughing nir, | When the heart listens,

Tﬂ!be‘thrillpipl.'.ﬂllil deep re-murmuring chord
0r th’ ancient harp, or tabor's hollow  sound.
While th' ald apart, upon a bank reclin’d,
Attend the tuneful carol, softly mixt

JUNE,

Then cometh June, with pleasant tune,
When fields with fow'rs are clad,
And Phoebus bright isat his height,
All erentiires then are glad,
Then he appears of thirty
With conraze bold and stout;
Iis nature 50 makes him to go,
Or denth he hath no douﬁ:‘

THE YEAR AND HIS BRIDE, AS KING ANXD QUEEN OF THE FEAST OF SHEEPSHEARING, PRESIDING AT THE SPORT OF WRESTLING,

5
0T,

Ouo Possr; 1653, v

Wrestling was another sport of Shearing Time, and the usual prize was a ram.

Chaucer says of Sir Thopas :—
Of wrastling there was none Lis pere,
Where any Ram shulde stande,

But, according to the old poem called * A Lytel Geste of Robyn Hode,” prizes of
greater value and dignity were sometimes given—a white bull a great courser,
with saddle and bridle, a pipe of wine, and a red gold ring.

Wrestling was borrowed from the Olympic games; it was, too, the accomplish-
ment of a hero, in the ages of chivalry, Sir Thomas Parkyns, Bart., the celebrated
Wrestler, published a mathematical Treatise on his favonrite sport.

Trinity and St Barpabas were formerly anciently commemorated with pro-
cessions, * ghirlands ™ of flowers, &c. Ray has a proverb:

Barnaby Bright, Barnaby Bright,
The longest day and the shortest night ;

indicating the almost nightless day of the solsticial season.

Corpus Christ is, in Cathdlic countries, celebrated with music, lights, flowers
strewed in the streets ; tapestries hung out of the windows ; Coventry plays, &e.
and many are the entries in old church-books, of rose-garlands and torches on
Corpus Christi. In the festivals of this day, too, originated Shrewsbury Show,
and similar pageants of trading companies, corporation officers, and religious
fraternities. In 1845, there was at Nottingham a splendid procession, on Corpus
Christi day, at the newly-erected Catholic Church, dedicated to St. Barnabas.

Afidsuminer Eve, the Vigil of St John the Baptist's Day, was formerly welcomed
with bonfires, supposed to be & relic of Druidical superstition.  Gathering roses,
and sowing hemp-seed, for love-divinations, were also Midsummer-eve customs,

The Summer-day of the poet is one of unclouded splendour :—

The fime so tranguil is and clear, 1l Than they were painted on a wall,
That nowhere shall ye find, No more they move or steir.

Save on a high and barren hill, The rivers fresh, the caller streams
An air of passing wind. Orer rocks can swiftly rin,

Al trees and simples, great and small, The water clear like crystal beams,

That balmy leaf do bear, And makes a pleasant din,
Arpxanorn Husm.

In all the floral festivities of this period, the rose is distinguished :—
The blushing rose, within whose virgin leaves,
The wanton wind to sport himsell presumes,
Whilst from their rifled wardrobe he receives,
Tor his wings purple, for his breath perfumes—Faxsmawa.
Herrick has left us this Iyric calendar of festal * Country Life,” which may not
inappropriately be quoted here :—
Tor sparts, for pageantry, and playe,
Tl wat tl;\!:hm A ol by
On which the young men and mnaids meet,
To exercise their dancing feet;
Tripping the comely country round,
TI\m\Em»%m and daisies crowrd,
iy wakes, t uintels, here thon hast §
Thy li‘ﬁ)’-,l&({l::‘a, too, with garlands
grie'd;

Thy Morris-dance, thy Whitsun ale,
Thy Shearing Feast, which never fail ;
Thy harvest-home, thy wassail bowl,
‘That's tost up after fox 1 th' hole;
T!:{ mummeries, :I.‘v twellth-night kings
nd queens, thy Christmas revellings;
Thy nut-brown mirth, thy russet-wit;
And no man pays too dear for it.
LT

an
LN




THE ILLUSTRA'DED | "I‘.sz"ﬁéﬁ'ﬁ:l{fwacn FOR 1846, R

Then July comes with 1un hol calms,
And constant in his kind;

The mnn doth thrive tu mlrly five,

sober grows his mind ;
Tis c].nldren small do on Lim call,
nd breed him sturt and strife ;

His wife may die, and =0 must he

Go seek another wife,

O Porar; 1633, |

SEERING TAT SHADE—DATHING, BWIMMING, AND FISIIING,

Jury was named Julius by Mare Antony, in compliment to Julius Cresar. The
Saxons called it Hew-Monat, or Hey-Monath, because in it they generally mowed,
and gathered in their hay ; it was also called Maed Monath, because at this scason
the meads are covered with bloom.

July 1 is the Anniversary of two important events—the Battle of the Boyne,
in 1690, at which both James IL., and William IIT., were present ; and the Battle
of the Nile, in 1780, the result of which was so brilliant, that Nelson said victory
was not a sufficient name for it.

Churchill thus glances at the superstitions notions about rain on St. Swithin's
Day, (July 15) :—

.‘.lu‘.ly to whom the Dog Starin her train,
fameu gives oysters, and St. Swithin rn]n.

Gay, in his Trivia, mermcns —
How if on Swithin's Feast the welkin low'rs,
And every penthouse streams with hasty show'rs,
Twice twenty days shall clonds their fiéeces dn.un,
And wash the pavements with incessant rain.”

There is, too, an old proverb:
St Swithin’s Day, if thou dost rain,
For !urt{ days it will remain:
St. Swithin’s -]a)' if thou be fair,
For forty days *twill rain na mair.

There is a quaint saying, that when it rains on St. Swithin's Day, it is the Saint
christening the Apples. In some church books, there are entries of gatherings of
“ Sainte Swithine's farthyngs” on this day. St. Swithin was Chancellor of the Exr-
ehequer in the time of King Ethelbert, and the great patron saint of the Cathedral
and City of Winchester ; in the former is shown a large sculptured stone, which
was long believed to cover the remaing of the Saxon Saint, but this was disproved
in 1797, by the finding of a complete skeleton beneath the stone ; and the skull of
St. Swithin is known to have been deposited in Canterbury Cathedral : his shrine
was formerly kept in a chapel behind the altar in Winchester Cathedral.

With respect to *“ Rain on St. Swithin's Day,” Mr. Howard, the meteorclogist,
observes: “ The notion commonly entertained on this subject, if put strictly to
the test of experience af any one station in this part of the island, (London), will
be found fallacious, To do justice to popular observaiion, Imay now state, that
in a majority of our Summers, a showery period, which, with some latitude as to
fime and circumstances, may be admitted to constitute daily rain for forty days,
does come on about the time indicated by this tradition : not that any loug space
‘before is often so dry as to mark distinetly its commencement.”

A showery disposition in the air has certain tokens, of which the frequency of
the Rainbow is one. Allshowers, however favonrable their position with respect
te the sun, do not, however, produce equally marked and beautiful Rainbows :

0 arch of promise, seen in liguid skics 1
With glittering banil of many eoloured raies
In harmonie n‘lﬁrlemim, How mine eyes
Love to observe thee.  As these showerie daies,

d, snmetimes smile

Changing and muny weathers
Ani flash short sunshine through black clouds awhile.
Theu deepening dark again, Llu fall in raine,
Sn isit {J]L’H“I‘l‘l‘ll now to pause an view,
liant sign in clouds of waterie hue,
Aud know the storm will not return againe.

&b Jemes’s Day (JTuly 25th), was formerly observed by the distribution of ford
to such as chose to demand it. On St. James's Day (old style) oysters eame in
in London; and there is a popular notion, like that relating to geese on Michael-
mas Day, that whoever eats oysters on that day, will never want money for thi
rest of the year. Yet, this does not accord with another popular conceit, in But-
ter's Dyet’s Dry Dinner, 1599: “it is unseasonable and unwholesome in all
months that have not an R in their name to eat an oyster.”

Our artist has depicted a beautiful scene of noontide leisure, an episo;le in the
life of *Illustrions Summer.” Bathing, sailing, fishing, and all kinds of water
{rolies, are now in high season. Thomson gives us a life-like picture of the first:—

(.]:cn’d by the setting beany, the sprightly | His chon tresses, and his rosy cheek
lunl.am e-muu., and through the flexile

kpec:ie lo lhc well-known poal, whose crystal
depth At nscln almrl breathing by i
With arms and legs ace
Az humonr Tends,

sandy bottom shows.  Awhile he stanas
& th' fverted lundseape, hall afraid
neditate the blue profonnd below While, firom his |m is!

thn plunges beadlong down the cireling flood. %8, on the pleas’d spectators Toun

Such a sceng, too, as the Poet of Nature sings, is here :

fzhing wealk, - - . L]

*d.| Thisis the purest exercise of hc-\‘l h,
The kind refresher of the summer :Iwats,

The brook ran bulhlin
‘l'hc.hrwm among the be

cheek, the sultry senson glow’d ;
os¢ areay, they cume to bathe | Even from the body's purity the mind
limbs in the refreshing stream, | Receives a secret, sympathetic aid.

The Fishing, at this time of year, that is to say, Perch and Trout fishing, is, |
perhaps, the best of any fishing that the cirele of the season produces. “ The
witty, companionable, and gentle Gay,” who often tried his art to * tempt the i
tenant of the brook,” gives this poetical picture of the fly-fisher :—

He #hnh'a the boughs that on the margin] His g‘mﬁ_f vest, his wings, his horns, and |

Which o t,rthl: stream a mu—m forest throw, | Then m:n:d tTlc Riook the chosen few he winds,
When, if sn inse { rin guide), And on the back a n{lcchlc-l feather binds;
He gently takes him from tlm w Inr'llhg tide, So just the enlours shine through cvery part,
Examines well his form with curious eyes, That nature seems to live again in art.

Sir Henry Wootton, Provost of Efon College, says Walton, was “a most dear
lover and & frequent practiser of the Art of Angling, of which he would say,
*Twas an employment for his idle time, which was then not idly spent, *for
Angling was, after tedions study, a rest to his mind, a cheerer of his spirits, a di-
verter of sadness, a calmer of unguiet thoughts, a moderator of passions, a pro-
curor of contentedness,’ and * that it begat habits of peace and patience, in those
that professed and practised it."” 1.

80




ALMANACK FOR

1546.

THE HOST SURRCUNDED BY HIS FAMILY, RECEIVES THE QUEEN OF
Avcost is named from Octavius Ceesar, better known as Augustus, when the
Senate, to pay the same tribute to him as had alrewdy been rendered to Juliusg
Cazaar, decreed, that o ate his many trinmphs, sliould from him take
*he name of Angustns, which we call Angust. The Saxons called it Wead-
Monat-wead, signifying a covering or garment, and thus they expressed the beau-
reons clothing of the ground in harvest.

or British Wyl, or Gule, signifies a Festival or Holidny, and explains Gule of
Angast, to mean the holyday of St. Peter and Vineuia in this menth, when the
peaple of England, in Roman Catholie times, paid their Peter pence. Lammas
i8. by some, derived from Lamb-masse, beeause, on that day, the tenants who
Teld Tands of the Cathedval chureh in Yorl, which is dedicated to St. Teler and
Vineult, were bound, by their tenure, to bring a live lumb into the church at
hich mass: othiers trace it to the Saxon loaf-masse, or bread-ma {rom the
first-fruits offering referred to in the Calendar, (Aug. 1.)

The Anniversary of the Accession of the House of Brunswick to the British Tlrones
Angust 1, (1714), was formerly celebrated; ** Dogget's Coat and Badge * rowed
for on this day, annually, on the Thames, was bequeathed by Thomas Dogget,
the enmedian, in commemoration of the atove event.

The Transfiguration, (Aug. 6,) festival was ubolished, in England at the Re-
formation; but is still celebrated with much pomp and solemnity in tue Greek
and Latin churches.

The Assumption of the Virgin Mary, (July 15,) was formerly o great Festival 3
and, upon this day, it was enstomary to implore Blessings npon herbs, plants,
roats, and froits.  Wordsworth has some exquisite lines on the eve of this Festi-
val—meditations amid the silent splendonr of * the midnight moon,” in Ttaly:

The watchman on the battlements partakes

The stillness of the solemn hours he feels

The silence of the earth, the endless sound

Of fiowing water soothies him ; and e stars,

Which in that brightest moonlizght well nigh gzatshed,
carce visible, n® in the utmost depth

OF yonder sapphire infinite are seen,

Tiraw on with elevating imfluence

Toward eternity, the attempered mind.

Musing on worlis beyond the geave he stands,

And to the Virzin Mother silently

Breathes forth her hymn of praise”

Kt Poel's Day, (Ang. 16,) was formerly celebrated as a general Harvest-Home
in England, Sir Thomas Overbury, (1630,) under the Franklin, says, * he
allowes of honest pastime, and thinkes not the bones of the dead anything
brufsed, or the worse for it, though the eountry lasses dance in the churchyard
afrer even-song. Rock Monday, and the wake in summer, shrovings, the wakeful
ketches on Christmas Eve, the hoky, or seed cake, these he yeerely keepes, yet
holds them no religues of Popery.”

Hurvest-Tlame, * the 1:st load of the harvest, the feast at tle end of the harves

Gule of Augnst, or Lammas Day, is variously explained. Gufe, from the Celtie |

Harvest-Home, from the Saxon farfest, ¢.d, herb-feast, is defined by Ash, to be |

AUGURT.

Then Augnst old, both stont aasd Beld,
Whien flow'rs do stoutly stand:

o mnn appears at forty years,
With wisdom and eommand; t
And doth provide his honse o guide, :
Cliildren anid familic; : BTy Y
Yet do not miss 1 remetmber this,
That one day nwu:nlnsn die,

7 i} [
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HARVEST FOLLOWED LY THE HOCE-CART AND CEREAL PROCESSION.
a song sung at the end of the harvest; the opportunity of gathering harvest
treasure.” With us, the festival is, doubiless, as old as agriculture. Thonson
Tias left us this beantiful deseription of its rustic joys:—
- Tlie harvest treasures all | Her ev'ry chiarm abroad, the village tonst,

Now gather'l in, beyond the rage of storms, Young, Buxom, warm, in native beauty rich,
e to the swai he circling fence shut up ;| Darts norupmear |;:&m'ks: anid where Ler eye
T i s utmost rage defy'd, Pointsan approving smile, witl donble foree

TWliile, Inose to festive doy, the conntry round | The cudgel rattles, and the wrestler twines
i Lanzhs with the loud =incerity of mirtl, Aze, ton, shines out; gnd, garrulous, reconnts
Slmnk:ul!t\u wind their cares. The toil-strung) The ﬂ?;akuf youth, Thus they rojuice, nor
youth, thin’
T the quick sense of musie tanght alone, That, with to-morrow’s sum, their anmual toil
Lewps wildly graceful in the lively danee. Begins again’ the never-censing vound.
Harvest-Home eustoms are too varions for us to detail.  *The Queen of Har-
vest,” wlom our artist has portrayed, was anciently bronght home with the last
load of corn ; though an image was formerly thus riehly dressed up, to represent
the Rwman Ceres, as recorded by Hentzner, in 1598, in a Harvest-home at
Windsor. Here, too, are the pipe and tabor, the latter taken from the fmbrel of
Miriam, as an accompaniment to her song and vietory after the passage of the
Red Sea.  In the distance is seen the Hock Cart, “with all its gear,” commemo-
rated by Herriek :—
('owme, sons of Summer, by whose toile
» this Lords of Wine and Gile
Ty whose toniel) labours and rongh fands,
We ripup fiest, then reap our lands,
Crownil with the cars of corne, now
come,
And to the pipe sing Iarvest-home;
Bloomfield las 1eft us a picture of Harvest-Home in Suffolk, whera the fore-
most man in the ficld was hoponred with the title of “Lord,” amd at “the
Horkey" or Harvest-Hlome Feast, he collected money from the farmers and
visitors, to make m * frolic” sfterwards, called the *largess” spending; but in
Bloomfield's time, this custom was going fast out of use. In his ballad—the
Hovkey, he sings:—
Home came the jovial Horkey Load,
Tast of the whole jear's erop;
Leasing or Gleaning, dates from three thonsand years and apwards, as testified by
Rutlh,  “If it were not then first instituted, it was secured and regulated by an
espeeial ordinance of the Almighty to the Israclites in the wilderness, as a privi-
lege to be fully enjoved by the poor of the land, whenevér their triumplhant
armics should enter into possession of Canaan. By this law, in the field where
the corn grew, “clean riddance’ was not to be made, the corners were to be
left unreaped, and even the forgotten shoaf was not to be fetched away by the
owner, but to be left for the ‘poor and the stranger, the fatherless, and the
| widow "
St Bartholomen’s Doy (August 240, is now kept as o holid

Come fortl, wy Lord, and sce the Cart,
lJr.!:st up wi_lh ull the country art,
.

s -

About the Cart, lieare Low the vont
0OF raral younglings raise =hout;

Pressing hefore, some coming uirer,

Those with a shout, and these with Langhter.

And Grace among the green boughs rode,
Right plump wpon the top.

¢ at the Bank, and

" and snbsequently, only 11 setoworl was allowed by fnw, 1.7

|

eortain Law Oflecs. Many centuries sinee, labanr was forbidden on this day; |
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SEPTE

September then eomes with
™

And makes the flo
The m n belyve is for

Griwe, constant, wise, and staid ¢
When he Ioo"s on, how youth is zone,
And shall it no more =ee,
Then may he say, both nicht l}ru!. iay,
I ave merey, Lord, on méz.

ALMANACK FOL 1546,
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THE HOST HAVING RETURNED FROM 113 SUCCESSFUL DAT'S FIELD SFORTS, WITIH I3 FAMILY, WITSESSETH FOOTBALL.

Seprevpen was named to mark itsposition of seventh (Seplem), month In the
Alban Calendar—and from imber, (shower); it being the commencement of the wet
season in Rome.  The Saxons called it Gerst Monath; gerst, or barley, being then

| in perfection. After the establishment of Christianity, this month was called by the

| King of Persin when he plundered Jerusalem, and was brought back in tr
| by the Emperor Heraclius.

Saxons Halig-Monath, the Holy Month, from the numerous religious ceremonics
observed in the course of it.

The Annicersary of the Great Fire of London, Sept. 2, (1666) is, to this day,
kept as a Holiday at the Bank, Customs, and Excise.

Rartholomew Fair is held on ber 3, St. Barthol w's Dy, in the
O1d Style: it originated in two fuirs or markets, one for the elot-fors of England,
and drapers of London, granted to the Prior of the Convent of St. BLartholomew,
and held within the churchyard : the other granted to the City of London for cattle
and goods, held in the field of West Smithfield. For many years, the Tair lasted
fonrteen days, and was a great source of revenue to the Corporation : In 1735, it
was restricted to three days, and it now extends but to one day.

Ioly Rood, or Holy Cross Doy, (September 14), is still observed as a Holiday, to
eommemorate the recavery of the Cross, which had been carried away by the
mph

Nutting was formerly eustomary throughout the country, on this day ; and, for
centuries past, the boys of Eton School have written verses, and had a holiday for
nutting, in this month.

September 18th is kept as a Holiday ; and the Salisbury Breviary bas on this

| day : “Keep always the Fast of the 9th month.”

St. Matihes's Day, (September 21), the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of London
visit Christ’s Hospital in state, when orations are delivered in the great Hall by
the senior boys, who are qualifying for college. 'The suppers on Sundays in Lent,
are other public sights of this Hospital, * the noblest Institution in the warld.”

Michaelmas Day (Sept. 29), was instituted in the year 487, to commemorate the
Ministry of St. Michael and all Holy Angels, the messengers of good-will toward
men. It is a Holiday at the Public Offices: and in the Court of Exchequer. there
is on this day performed a ceremony, by one of the Aldermen of London, of
chopping sticks and counting hob-nails, as snit and service of certain ancient

| tenures. 'The cnstom of eating goose on Michaelmas Day, lins much exercised

| Armaida,

the ingenuity of antignaries; and is traced by some to a goose being the dish be-
fore Queen Elizabeth, when the news was bronght of the defeat of the Spanish
A more probable reason is, that Michaelmas Day was o pgreat feztival
anil geese were then most plentiful; and it being one of the quarters, or terms,
for the pavinent «f rents, a fat goose was the customary present, though, as it
wonld appear, from the tenant to the landlord :—
And when th.e tenauntes eome to pay their guarter’s rent,
: ¢ some fowle of Mlidswinmer, a distiof fish at Lent

At Ch asse o capon, at Mickaelnas a goose, -
And sorewhat else at New Year's tide for feare theis lease et

A Titer poct says :—

At Michaclmas, by custom right divine, z
Geese are ordained to Lleed at Michael's shirine,

It the autumnal garden, the day is florally commemorated :—
The Michaelmas Daisy, among the dead weeds,
Blooms for St. Michael's valorous deeds,
Harvest-home enstoms still linger, thongh {hey searcely deserve the name of
that festival, when, as Pope =

Our rural ancestors, with lictle bl
Patient of labenr when the end w:
Todulged: the day that honsed

The jn{ their wives, and ons, aud eervants

st B
heie snnual | Ease o

“their toil, nnd partners of their

S
With feasts, snd offeringe, and a thay
striin :

eare:
The laueh, the jest, attendants on the how],
Smoothed every brow, and opened every son

Hunting has now commenced: the welkin begins to ring with the music of
honnds; and the sonnd of distant gunsmay beheardin a conntry of game. Hunting
wasformerly commenced at day-break :—

Oft listening how the Honrds and Horn
Cherely rouse the slumbering morn,

ful |

From the side of some hoar hiil
To the wild woods echoing shrill |

Somerville hias left us an animated sketeh of a morning in Autumn, preparatory
Lo “* throwing off the pack : ™

Now golden Antumn from her open 1n All now is free ns air, and the gay pack
Her fragrant Lounties showers ; thefields are| In the rough bristly stubbles range unblamed;
sho No widow's tears o’erflow, no secret curse
Inwardly #miling the prond farmer views Swellsin the farmer’sbreast, which his pale lips,
The rising pyramids that grace his yard, Trembling coneeal, by his fieree landlord awed :
And counts his large incoease; his barne are” But courteous now be levels exery fenee,
Joins in the common ery, and halloos loud,
Charmed with the rattling thunderof the ficlhl

stored,
And groanings taddles bend beneath their load.
Again:i—
“The liorn sonorous calls, the pack awaked, And tail erect, neighing, he pawe the gronnd ;
] Fierce rapture kindle: hizreddening eyes,
And boils in every vo
Our classic artist has depicted the host returned from sports with “hawk and
hound,” to witness the foot-ball match, first mentioned in the reign of Edward
1II, It was mostly plaved by * sturdie plowmen, Iustie, strong, and bold ;™ or
s the courtly Waller sings :—
A sort of Tusty shepherds { v I
Their force at foot-ball; care of vie or=

Their mating chant.
My courscer hears theirvoiee; seetherewith ears

Mak es them ealute =0 rudely breast (o breast,
That their encounter scems too rongh for jest.

Sometimes, pease and horse-beans were put into the ball, a blown Lladder;
and ther,
1t ratleth, soundeth, and shineth clear andi With foote and with hande the bladder for to
v | 4

nyTe,
While it is throwen, and easte up in the ay
Ench one contendeth and hatlion great delite | And this wayetolabourtley counticno pay

Formerly, money iven at weddings for foot-ball play; and atouta century

Emite
Tf it fall to the grannde, they 1ift it upagarne,

since, mutches of foot-tull were played in the Strund, where the May-pole streamer
finnnted in the breeze.
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THE HOST AND H{3 YAMILY SPECTATORS OF THE MYSLERIES OF ALLHALLOW EVEN.

Octonen, though from the aze of Numa it ias been the tenth naoath of the year,
devives its name from its original position in the Alban Calendar; being com-
pounded of Ocfo, eight; and imber, a shower. The Saxonscalled it Wyn Monath,
or the Wine-Month ; and also, Wynter-Fyllyfh, from the approach of Winter.

St Denys, (October 9), is the tutelar Saint of France: his reliques are enshirined
in the snperb abbev-church near Paris.

8t Wilfrid, (Oct. 12), was Avchbishop of York, and founded the monastery of
Ripon, where his body was buried, in 700, in the church of St. Peter : he i3 reputed
to have invented the gamut; and his Festival is annually kept at Ripon on the
Sunday after Lammas Day, on the eve of which feastis a procession, in which the
fiddie is not forgotten.

5t. Ethelburgh's Day, (Oct. 11,) was formerly a monastic and roral feast : amidst
the annnal store of provision at Barking Nunnery, oceurs * wheat and milk for
Frimitie, (Furmety,) npon St. Alburg's, (St. Ethelburgh's,) Day.

St. Luke, (October 18), is the patron of painters, from his reputed skill in

painting, especinlly in portraits of Onr Saviour: the usnal oath of King William {
| See! from the bra¥e the whirring pheasant i.ill‘ri\! what avail

Rufus wwas by the face of Christ, depicted by St. Luke. His day is still kept at
the Public Offices.

5. 8. Cruspin and Crispinan’s Day, (October 25), is but slightly abserved,
Shakspeare hus perpetunted the memory of this Festival by the speech which he
hins given to Henry V., before the battle of Agincourt :—

This day ix palled the Feast of Crispinn: + Anil ronse him at the nanie of Crispian:
e thet outlives this day, and comes safe | {h that shall live this day, and sce old aze,

Boma,
Will gtani a-tiptoe when this day is named, And say to-morrow is St, Crispisn.

1L yearly, on the sigil, Teast hie neighbours, -

|
Both Saints are said to have been Romans of noble family, put to death in the |

persecution under Diocletian, at-Solssons, in Gaul. Their bodies were afterwards
translated o Reme, and interred in St. Lawrence's church; they are, also, tra-
ditionally stated to have been buricd near Lydd, in Kent, where a heap of stones
is to this day called * Crispin's Grave.”

St Simon and 8t Judz's Feast, (October 23), was superstitionsly eonsidered
rainy, as well as that of St Swithin; and this, probably, beeanse the autumnal

rains began on or about that day. In an old play eccurs: ““ I know it as well as |

1 know 'twill rain on Simon and Jode's Day.” In another old play oceurs :
“Now a continned Simeon and Jurde's rain beat all your feathers as flat down as
pancakes.” And, we learn from Holinshed that, in 1536, when a battle was ap-
pointed to have been fought upon this day between the King's troops and the
Rebels in Yorkshive, that so great a quantity of rain fell upon the eve thercof, as
to prevent the battle from taking place.

Alfhallow Even, {October 31), the great festival of the month, the vigil of AT}
Saint’s Day, with all ita revels, is depicted by our artist. IHere is the sport of

| fiinging nuts into the fre, to propitiate omens tonching matrimony ; when, if the

nuts lie still, and burn togeth er, they prognosticate a happy marriage or hopeful
1ove; if, on the contrary, they bounce, and fly asunder, the sign is unpropitions:
cuelt §s the custom in the North, where it is called Nuterack Night; in Ireland
there is a similar custom : and Burns has commemorated its ** sports, cheep and !
cheery™ in the West of Scotland:—

Some merry, friendly, conntra focks
Together dild convene .

Fo burn thelr nits, and pou theirstocks,
And haud slieir allow

Fu' blvthe that uight.

Another sport was to dive for apples, and to cateh at them when stuck upon
e ends of a stick, crossed by another with lighted candles at the ends; and that
with the mouth only, their hands being tied behind the players’ bueks.  There
were also on Allhallow E'en, various divinations, eating the apple at the. glass,
rinning round the stuck three times, bonfires, ringing of bells, and feasting.

With this month begins Pheasant-shooting, of which Pope has given o touching
pieture :—
his gloasy: \'nr:.'lnr.nyes.
£prings, | His purple erest, and scarlet-cirel ed eyes;
And mounts exullng on trinmphant winga: | The vivid green _fus slnmnghplnmcu uniold,
Shurt is his joy, he Teels the fiery wound, |ilu painted wings, and breast that flames
Fluttersin blood, and panting beits the ground, with gold!

Change, the characteristic of Nature, is never better seen than in this month,
Jecturing ns with its scenes of fulling grandeur. Dr. Johnson revelled in these
meditative musings, from Pope’s translation of Homer :—
enves om trees; the race of Man is found,

s in youth, now withering on the ground;

allowing Spring supplies,
» mnik suee rise;

The Swallow has now left ns, having staid :—
T frowning skies began to change their| Such auguries of winter thenee she drew,
clieer, | Which by instinct or propheey sie knew ;
And time turn’d up the wrong side of the year; | When prodence warn'd her to remove betim,
The shediling trees began the ground to strow | And seek n better heaven and warmer climes,
With yellow lea aud bitter blasts to blow: DexpEx,

At the elose of the month begins Hare-hunting ; Thomson has stizmatised
this sport as * the savage sonl of gaume "
Poor 1z fhe tricipn o CF tne u:\\inl THare :
. H .

O'er n weak, nnrmiess, fiying ereature, all
Mix'd in sad tomult, and discondant joy.
Winter is now approaching :—
October winds, wi' biting breath, J
Now nip the leaf that's yellow fading;
Nae gownns glint upon the green,
Alas b they're co'er'd wi' winge

As through the woods T musing
Nae burdies cheer me foae the by
Eave liitle Robin's lanely sang,
Wild-warhling where the burnie gushes.
J.SeabLock. 1. 7.
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PROVIDING FOR THE WAKRTS OF MARTIX

NovEMBER, theninth (Novess) month in the Albun Calendar, hecame the elevently
by the insertion of January and Felruary at the beginning of the year. Itsname
and termof thirty days have remained unchanged, while the other months have
been lengthened and curtailed at pleasure, Our ancesiors called it Dot Monall,
from the Saxon Hofan, to slay ; for, in this month they killed and i the
beeres, bacons, and muftons, that were to furnish forth the Winter's hospitatil .

Al Saints’ Festival (Nov. 1,) or, as it was originally called, Allhallow Even Mass,
was institnted by Boniface IV., when he obtained permission from the Emperor
Phoeas, to eonvert the Pantheon at Rome Into a Christian church: it was ordered
to be kept in memory of the Virgin and All Martyrs, on the 12th or 13th of
May ; but, three centuries later, it was transferred to November 1, and All Saints
substituted for All Martyrs; this day being set apart for thelr general commemo-
ration, o that none who deserve to be commemorated by the Church should be
omitted. Dells nsed formerly to be rung on this feast, and on the Vigil
throughout the night, when also bonfires were 1t : It Is still kept as a Holiday
at the Public Offices.

“The memories of the Saints, (says the pious Jeremy Taylor,) are precious to
Gad, and, therefore, they ought also to be so to us; and such persons who serve
God by holy living, industrions preaching, and religions dying, ought to
have their names preserved in honour, and God be glorified in them, and their
holy doetrines and lives published and fmitated : and we by so doing ¢
mony to the article of the communion of saints,  * - * The holi
is best kept by giving God tnanks for the excellent fa , apostlas, or mark
we then remember, and by imitating their lives: this may do.”

All Souls’ Day, (Nov. 2,) 1s set apart by the Calholic Church for a solemn
service for the repose of the dead: in this countrs, the day was formerly ob-
served by ringing the passing bell, making soul cakes, blessing beans, and other
customs. Various tenutres, were held by services to be performed on this day.

The Landing of King William, (Nov. 4,) was formerly kept a5 a general Holiday,

i

sigh nril B4Y,

Al! Heaven on bigh love mind on me,
A 1earn me how to die,

5 AND THE COMING WINTER, DISPUSING OF STOCK, OB VIUCTUALLING FOR HOME CONZUMPTION § AND WITNESSING
. THE BULL-RUNNING.

| and of Tope.

termed * Revolution Day.” The centenary was celebrated with preat pageantry |

in 1788, especially at Whittington, in Derbyshire, where the overthrow of Jimes
II. was plotted, in the *Revolution Hounze.”

Powder Plot, (Nov. 5,) 15 a parliamentary and general Holiday : it was ap-
pointed in 1605 as a day of thanksgiving, when all persons were required to go
to chureh, “ to give unto Almighty God thanks, and have in meniory this joyiy
day of deliverance.” In Spelman’s time, the Judges went to church in state, on
this day. Bishop Sanderson, in one of his sermons, says: * God grant that we
nor ours ever live to see November the Fifth forgotten, or the sulemnity of it
silenced.”

Lord Mayor's Day, (Nov. 9,) is still chserved with a precession by land and

been, traditionally, so great, that an angel who visited Lier, was drawn from the

ililei ¥ '- i
u:lauldmmr |

= ==_1 1
A LS |

O Pomse; 1035

rater, the only state exhibition in the metropolis that remains of the splendid
City pageants,
Shakspeare has left us this picture of its glories :—

OF other sounds: uow view the city barge
Tiraws its hige bottonm through the farrowed

Thiumnes,
Ireasting the adverse surge. 0 do but l|11.|m'l.

Fou stand in Temple Gardens, nid beho
Painted with dilferent faneies ;—have heheld LUmlﬂl‘l bErauLif. on her proud: stream . afloat ;
Upon the goiden galleries musie playing, | For aiis this fleet of magis mri

Anid the horus eclio, which do take the lead JIohlh:lg lie course to Westmingter.—Heary V.

Martinmas, (Nov, 11,) was formerly kept with great feasting; one of the
delicacies being a fatted goose. In some Church expences on this day, we find
entries of ** tred and drynke for the syngers,” “rose garlunds, wyne, and ale.
Victualling, or laying in of meat, and curing it for winter consumption, was
the business of this day.

Queen Elizabeth's Aeccession, (Nov. 11,) was long observed as a Protestant
Festival ; and with the Society of the Temple ; the Exchequer ; Christ’s Hospital,
Westminster, and Merchant Tailors' Schools ; it is still kept as a Holiday.

&t Cecilia, (Nov. 22,) is regarded as the patroness of Musie, her skill baving

Suppose that
intesd rlnvnr
Embark his vayalty ; his nvm company

silken, gtreamers, the young gazers |

?'m: hnve scen

mansions of the blessed by the churms of her melody 3 to which Dryden alludes
in his eelebrated Ode to Cecilin,  Milton has, also, some lines on this day, in
Il Pensevesa.  Concerts were common on St. Cecilia’s Day, in the times of Dryden

St. Andrae, (Nov. 30,) Is the tutelar Saint of Scotland : he suffered martyrdom
on & cross in the form of an X3 which is introduced as part of the insignia of the
Scottish order of the Thistle. St. Andrew stunds frst among the Saints in the
Prayer Book arrangement, because he first found the Messiah (John i. 18).
Advent Sunday is, therefore, the Sunday nearest this Feast. St Andrew’s
Feast 1s kept as a Holiday at the Bank, Customs, and Exclse,

November was said by the ancients to be under the tutelage of Diana ; from
hunting and fleld-sports being general In this manth. The cheerful and lively
music of several packs of Harriers and of Beagles, in full ery, are now often
hieard, reminding us of

Thy hounds shall make the welkin snawer them,
And fereh slirfll cehoes from the hollow earth, —Suakarmane,

Our r.n[qt has depicted the old barbarism of Dull-running, formerly practised

wees, on the diy six weeks befure Chirlstmas; as at Stamford and
_and-rag of the scene are thus described in &
mry :—

Latls l‘l Of the eavly part of the Just
Before we came we lieard & strange shouting,
Aud all that were in it looked madly;
For sotne were a Bull-back, some ulnnrm" a Morrice,
And some singing Arthur O'Bradley |
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THE FiNE ULD
DECEMEER, the tenth (from Decem), and last month of the Alban and early Roman
Calendars, is also the lastmonth of the medern year. In this month, the Romans
celebrated their Swfurnalia, when slaves were on an equal footing with their

masters. The Saxons, before their conversion to Christianity, called December |*

Winter-Monath ; but, after that, added to it the appellation of Haligh, or Haly,in
commemoration of the Nativity, which has always been celebrated in this month;
although the true time of our Saviowr’s birth is placed in August.

St. Nicholas's (Dec. 6) legends relate such marvellous instances of his early
conformity to the observances of the Roman Church, as entitled him to the appel-
lation of the Boy Bishop. The choice of his representative in every cathedral
chureh in this country continued till the reign of Henry VIIL ; and, in many,
large provision of money and goods was made for the annual observance of the
festival of the Boy Bishop, which lasted from this day until fnnocents’ Day (Dec.
28), during which the utmost misrule and mockery of the most solemn rites were
pructised and enjoined. Of these the Montem at Eton Is a corruption:
it i3 celebrated triennially; the last Montem was in June, 1844,

Christmas Eve (Dec. 24) 1s celebrated because, Christmas Day, in the primitive
Church, was always observed as the Sabbath Day, and, like it, preceded by an
Eve, or Vigil. Superstition, ever sweet to the soul, was doubly prompted by the
sancity of the season. It was once believed that at midnight, all the cattle in
the cow-house would be found kneeling ; that bees sang in their hives on Christ-
mas Eve, to welcome the approaching day ; and that cocks crowed all night with
same olject: tothe latter, Shakspeare allndes in Hamlet :—

Some say *gainst that hallow’d seasom
At which Our S8aviour's birth is celebrated,
The Bird of Dawning croweth allnight long,

The cer jes and am ts of this season are too numerous for ns to
describe. The Waits, or more properly Wakes, usually commence their noc-
turnal serenades about the middle of the month, and play nightly, till Christmas
Day. Although the music now played is secular, the eustom originated evidently
in commemoration of the early salutation of the Virgin Mary before the birth of
Jesus Christ, or the Gloria in Excelsis the hymn of the angels—the earliest
Christmas Carol: the word Carol is from the Italian Carola, a song of devotion,
(4sh) 5 or from cantare, to sing, and rola, an interjection of joy, (Bourne.)

Carols are yet sung at Christmas in Ireland and Wales ; but, in Scotland, where
no Church fasts have been kept since the days of John Knox, the custom is
unknown. On the Continent it is almost universal: during the last days of
Advent, Calabrian minstrels enter Rome, and are to be seen in every street, salu-
ting the shrines of the Virgin-mother with their wild music. Within the present
century, the singing of Carols began on Christmas Eve, and were continued late
into the night. On Christmas Day, these Carols took the place of Psalms in all
the churches, the whole congregation joining ; and at the end the clerk declared
in a loud voice, his wishes for a merry Christinas and a happy new yearto all the

DECEMBER.

December fell, baith sharp and snell,
Makes flowers creep in the ground ;
Then man’s threeseore, both sick and sore,
No soundness in him found.
His ears and een, and teeth of bane,
Ts‘\llilhmm now xc: hi:.u f_nih: da
at he may say, both night and day,
That death shall hinbusmil.

LISH GENTLEMAN WELCOMING AT HIS GATE A BAND OF MUMMERS, TO SHARE WITH HIM,

1.0 Pora; 1653,
AND ENLIVEN, THE FESTIVITIES OF CHitisiaia.
parishioners. Still these Carols ditfered materially from those of earlier times,
which were festal ehansons for enlivening the merrinent of Christnas, and not
songs of Scripture history ; the change having been made by the Puritans.

The decking of churches and houses with laurel and other evergreens, at this
period, may be to commemorate the victory gained over the powers of darkness
by the coming of Christ. The gathering of Mistletoe is a relic of Druidic worship ;
and Holly was originally called the fwly tree, from its being used in holy places,

CuuisTaras Day has been set apart, from time immemorial, for the commemo-
ration of our Plessed Saviour's birth ; when, * thongh Christ was humbled to a
manger, the contempt of the place was took off by the glory of the attendance and
ministration of angels.” Christmas is namesd from Christi Missa, the mass of Christ;
it was, however, forbidden to be kept as a fast by the Council of Draga, A.p. 563
which anathematised such as did not duly honour the birthday of Christ, ac-
cording to the flesh, but pretended to honour it by fasting on that day; a custom
attributed to the same conception which led to the practice of fasting on the Lord's
day. namely, the belief that Christ was not truly born in the nature of man.
Sinee this Canon, we do not find any positive regulation specially affecting the ob-
servance of Christmas—(Feasts and Fasts.)

To detail the hospitalities of Christmas would fill a yolume, though our artist
has grouped the most charvacteristic celebrities of the season. Hereis “ The Fine
0ld English Gentleman” welcoming to his gate a band of Mummers, (masked
persons,) and Minstrels, with their ludicrous frolics, not forgetting the Hobby-
horse Dance :—

We are come over the Mire and Moss; A Dmgondyou shall sce,
We dance an Hobby-horse; And a wild worm for to flee.

The Loving-cup was borrowed frem the Wassail-bowl, though the latter was
carried about with an image of Our Saviour, Here, too, is the bore's head, *“ the
rarest dish.in all the lande, and provided in honour of the King of bliss.” Nor
must we omit the Yule-log burnt on Christmas Eve; though the bricging it in
with “ Christmas Candles” is forgotten. Even the mince-pies are assumed to be
emblemartical—their long shape imitating the cratch, rack, or manger wherein
Christ was laid—(Selden). Christmas boxes are of Pagan origin,

Although much of this cnstom of profuse hospitality has passed awny, Christ-
mas is yet universally recognised as a season when every Christian should
show his gratitude to the Almighty, for the inestimable benefits procured to us
by the Nativity of our Blessed Saviour, by an ample display of good will toward
our fellow men. “Hospitality is threefold : for one's family ; this is of necessitie :
for strangers; this is of courtesie : for the poore ; this is charity.”"—(Fulier.)

Si. Stephen’s Day, (December 26,) isfivst in the days of Martyrdom: St Stephen
being a Martyr both in will and deed. St Jolin (December 27,) being a Martyr in
will, butnot in deed, is placed second.

The Innocents, (December 28,) being Martyrs in deed, though not in 1will, are,
therefore, placed last.—(Elementa Liturgica.) s S Y

50




	1846-Folklore01
	1846-Folklore02
	1846-Folklore03
	1846-Folklore04
	1846-Folklore05
	1846-Folklore06
	1846-Folklore07
	1846-Folklore08
	1846-Folklore09
	1846-Folklore10
	1846-Folklore11
	1846-Folklore12

