WILD DUCK SHOOTING.

Tue different methods of taking the wild duck afford eapital sport and
never-ending adventure,  “ Common wild fowl shonting with o shoulder duck
gun,” observes Captain Loey in the * Modern Shooter,” “has long been in
vogue, and has often been the theme of ancient sporting authors ; but, until
Colonel Hawker's work appeared, wild fowl shooting on salt-water had
searcely been touched upon; still less had any one of * gentle blood' ven-
tured to commit his valuable case to *the vasty deep, in case so fragile as that
yelept o shooting punt.  The merit, therefore, of having invented this new
plensure, or, at least, of hn\'inﬁ added it to the stock of sporting recreations,

tnches exclusively to the g t colonel. As a practical performer, he is
most successful, and is, perhaps, the very best wild fowl shot round the
British coast. Hail, Hawker! Mao Adam of duck shooters, hail!" The
colonel's well-known book contains the modes of hut shooting, &¢., and some
particulars relating to decoys.

The usunl weight of the mallard or drake is about 23 1bs., and that of the
duck somewhat Tess ; but the foreigners are generally Jarger than the home-
breds.  Captain Lacy has shot wild ducks in the Tets Bay above six pounds
and a half the pair; but, if much beyond this weight, their purity of breed
may be suspected. Wild docks, excepting a few homebreds, whose fulle
grown ones are fine eating in August, do not appear in the Tees Bay until
November, or, at all events, in any number worth mentioning. The mallards
are yery poor in condition after the middle of February, not so the ducks.
The captain adds: *a common trick played upon the London cockneys is to
serve them out with a conple of shell ducks in lieu of wild ducks. The heads
amd white legs of the former having been eut off, and the birds plucked, as
they are just about the size of the lalter, and always look plump, they sell
better, and it is thus that wild ducks are libelled for eating so * fishy !'"

The captain enthusiaatically sings i—

“IT tame-ducks were wanting,
And wild-ducks were flown,
2 Ol ! who would inhabit
; This bleak world alone! "

Colonel Hawker says: ‘It often'happens that wild-ducks, dunbirds, and
other fowl, conie down at night to large rivers, ponds, or lakes, which are so
deeply surrounded by floating reeds, that 1o one ean approach the water ;
and the birds, aware of this, do not lower their flight till they come neay them.
So far from this d¢fying the shooter, it is one of the finest opportunities that
can be afforded for death and destruction.  Let him sit, in a small punt, or
canoe, fore and aft, among the rushes, where, towards dusk, hie will be so
completely bid, that he may either shoot ut birds flying within pistol-shot,
or wait fur & good chance on the water; from whence, his boat being hid on
each side, and foreshortened to the only point of view) he will be pretty sure
to escape the observation of the birds. This plan muoy be resorted to where
there are no rushes, such as under the bank of an islaud, or in a small brook,
near which there may be no biding-place."

The fens of Lincolnshire, Cambridge, and Martin Mere in Lineolnshire,
are excellent localities for duck as well as every other wild fowl shooting.
This species of shooting, both of duck and flapper, can likewise be pursued
in perfection on the borders of many of the rivers of North and South Wales.

The nest of the wild duck is generally made in some dry spot of the
marshes, and not far from water, to which she can lead her progeny as
soon as hatehed. It is composed of withered grass and other dry vegetable
matter, and usually coneealed from view by a thick bush, or some very rank
herbage, though other and very dissimilar situations are occasionally chosen,
as several instances have been recorded where they have deposited their eggs
on the fork of a large tree, or i some deserted nest.

The Yunkees have what they call their * ducking," 4, e. when they form a
party to go shoot ducks on Duck Island, in Chesapeake Bay, These are the

celebrated canvass-back duck of the American gourmand, and the estimalion
in which they are held may be gathered from the fact that, in Baltimore
market, the price of a single duck is one shilling, whilst the common wild
ducks are but threepence n couple. The former has been: acclimated in
Dritgin, and why the breed has not been more extensively encouraged is
somewhat surprising, as they are sizeable and handsome birds, and, 0s a lable
luxury, most delicious.

ANGLING.
In March, minnows, roach, chub, gudgeons, tench, ecarp, and (rout, form
the bill of fare, Bleak, pike, perch, and dace, spawn, In this and the pre-
ceding month, the middle of the day is the best for angling, The blue dun
cow-dung flies make their appearance, and may be use§ throughout the year.
T'he March brown fly appears about the same time, but is out of season at
the end of April; it is a capital bait, and it kills most from cleven till three,

YACHTING.

TrovGH early in the season, yachting commences on the Thames during
this month. The Thames Yacht Club rendezvous at Greenwich. The first
law of the Club states its object to be * the t of yacht-building
sailing on the river Thames." The funds of the Club, after paying necessary
current expenses, are appropriated to the purchase of cups and other prizes,
to be eailed for by yachts belonging to members only. Another law of the
Club throws open one of the matches, to be called “the Grand Match,” to all
vachts eligible to sail, winners of the same season not excluded.

STEEPLE-CHAS ING,

STREPLE-CHASING or RacING, is one of the sports of this month, when
the St, Albans steeple-chase takes place. The ancient borough of St. Al-
bans, at present, appears to be to ateeple-chasing what Newmarket is to legi-
timate turf practices; bow long it may retain ils metropolitan importance,
over this connecting link between turf and field riding, itis not casy to predict,
so much do coprice and fashion influence these matters. The benefit which
this town receives from these sporting , has stimulated its inlinbi

to exert themselves to the utmost to provide the very best accommodation for
both actors aad spectators ; while the liberality of the landowners cannot be
too highly praised for throwing no impediment in the way. Thus, St. Albans
offers its fields to bespatter the ardentriders, end its brooks to wash off the
geenmulated stains, Its hedges have waved under the jumpers, and its an-
cient town haa opened its hotels to greet the conquerer and consocle the van-
quished. Steeple-chases are also held this month at Banbury, Northampton,
Burl;n Constable, York, Burton-upon-Trent, Bedlord, Leamington, Boston,
&o., &e. .

English steeple-chasing appears to be rapidly gaining ground, and, in the
absence of hunting, it offera one of the \'m;ly best means of keeping up the
wind and condition of our ﬁald-horsea{nn _the emulative spirit of field-men.
Our method of conducting o steep use is not fettered with so many rules
and enactments as those of Ireland ; nor is it marked with mueh other cere-
mony than thut of previously agreeing on the stakes, marking out the ground
by mieans of fiags on eminences, within certain distances, to the right or lelt
o? which the riders are confined in their coumse ; neither must one horse
follow the track of another, nor leap the same fence within so many ymds of
any other rider ; noris ke allowed to take bis course on any lane or road, be-
yond a certain distance. The horses are started by a preconcerted signal,
such ns a bugle sound, Lhe fiving of a pistol, &c, &o.

Ancuery MeeT1%6s ususlly eommenee in this month.—Foor-nary play
is £till kept up on Shrove Tuesday,in some towns, as at Derly, and Kingston-
upua-Thames.




