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T is not the custom in onr family to

return thanks after food, but seven-
year-old Blandina, who is very deliberate
about taking her simple nonrvishment, is
apt, when she has [inished what has been
set before her and taken off her bib, to
et down from her chair and kiss both
her parents. Such a demonstration has
never been expected, much less exacted,
from Blandina. It is an impulse from
within—the outward sign of replenished
energies, and of a prompt and instinelive
appreciation of the blessings of this life.

Those blessings Blandina has always
appreciated. She has always been glad
to be alive. She walkes in the morning
benignly disposed towards all ereation.
She is glad when it is breakfast-time, glad
to go 1o school, glad to come home, glad
to get her luncheon, glad, after lunch, to
go to the park, or to shop, or to read or
play at home, or to do anything that
comes handy. And when the gas is light-
ed, and the hour for bread-and-milk and
dropped eggs comes around, she greets
those restoratives with enthusiasm. It

cannot trathfully be said of her that she
is glad to go to bed. Usually she goes
with reluctance and sometimes with tears;
but onece abed, her pleasant impressions
of existence reassert themselves, her
philosophy returns, and the ecurrent of
her affections resumes its course. Some-
how Blandina's affections seem to be al-
ways in commission. She is a person of
considerable wilfulness, not without tem-
per, not at all indifferent to getting her
full share of any good thing that may be
in course of distribution. Her tears flow
readily and often, but dry ineredibly
soon. There never was a child more ap-
preciative of the pleasures of consolation.
I suppose that if she were analyzed by a
competent hand, the report would note
traces of jealousy and selfishness. Never-
theless she has the great charms of repose
and good-will. The repose comes from
the capacity to be salisfied with favorable
conditions for a considerable period at a
time. When she has been duly wound
up, she goes steadily until she runs down.
The good-will is an accident of birth.
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Blandina was born comfortable in mind
and body, and affectionately disposed tow-
ards mankind and all nature, She looks
always with interest info the world’s
mirror and sees pleasant things there.
That is the gold spoon in her baby mouth.
That is what makes her blunt nose, with
all its freckles, seem an advantageous
feature. That is what makes her more
valuable as a mundane possession than a
pretty big bunch of bonds with gilt on
their edges and coupons attached. The
coupons only come off the bonds twice
a year, but the interest on Blandina ac-
crues by the hour, and the payments are
generons and constant.

The disgruntled person who thought
that life might be tolerable if it were not
for its pleasures was unable, probably, to
command the simple and profitable form
of satisfaction which comes from living
in the house with a nice child. To be
sure, one nice child is a seant allowance.
At least six is preferable, if one can find
keep and education for so many. Jason
Jackson, of Boston, who loves all sports,
and searches life's pockets for pleasures,
appreciates children with a man’s irre-
sponsible joy, and loves to have them
about in all stages of growth, It was he
who admitted, with a new baby in his lap,
that he liked to have always one nice
soft one in the house, All properly con-
stituted parents share that liking, thongh

it is a very exceptional family nowadays
that lives persistently up to its preferences
in this particular. It is the disposition of
all the world in these days to run to town;
and town life, full of distractions and
elaborations, and ecaleulations and costs,
undoubtedly favors small families. The
possession of great treasures inevitably
involves cares, and mothers remember,
even if fathers forget, that children don’t
grow up as they should without thought
being taken for them. Omne child is a
more anxious charge than two or three,
but more children than two or three
means more care, and it is possible that
of care there may be an over-supply.
Then, too, the distribution of living
space in cities is nof at all sensible. The
rule ought to be that the largest families
should have the largest houses. The
rule is, with due exeeplions to prove if,
that the size of one’s domicile is in in-
verse proportion to the size of one's fam-
ily. That is because the more of the
family income goes for food, clothes, and
schooling, the less remains for rent. The
world is full of just such rules invented
for the confusion of parents. Neverthe-
less, though there are folks to whom
children are a trial, and to whom a cer-
tain scale of living, and strawberries in
March.and the opera, and timely journeys,
and various privileges of an unencum-
bered life, are worth more than young
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faces at the breakfast table and kisses at
bedtime, the general conclusion of man-
kind is that nice ehildren arve God's best
gift.

Some persons of a superior virtue live
childless in the married state and love one
another, and keep the peace, and find in-
terests in life that atford them due enter-
tainment; but the success which they
make in living—when they do make it—
is the triumph of character over cireums-
stances, and it takes superior virtue to
compass if. We should always admire
and respect such persons as beings supe-
rior fo their fate, and conversely we
would seem entitled to thinlk rather small
potatoes of married people who, with
children to help them, don’t manage to
live harmonious. 1In the ease of such a
couple it is pretty safe to conclude that
about one or the other of them there is
something very much amiss, since with
the greatest luxury in life vouchsafed to
them they cannot profit by it.

To have a family and no means of sup-
port is a serious predicament, and it is
not bettered by the fact that the family is
large. A family with a bad physical or
mental inheritanee, or in the hands of in-
competent parents, is not likely to be a
blessing or a valuable asset in the world,
But a family of well-born children, com-
mitted to parents who appreciate their
charge and are equal to it, is one of the

The very best

very best things going.
and most important thing in the world is

follks.  Without them the world would
be a mere point in space, and of no ac-
countexecept as a balance weight. All that
ails the world as it is is a shortage of folks
of the right quality. Of everything else
there is enough to go around. Conse-
quently the most valuable gift that ean
come to earth through man is rightly con-
stituted children. Beside them all other
forms of wealth are defective. Money
is an excellent thing in so far as it en-
ables one to command health and power
and education and opportunity, and pro-
motes one’s usefulness, but children are
a power and an unceasing entertainment,
and constitute usefulness immediate and
prospective. Whilemoney tempts to idle-
ness, children are an incentive to indus-
try: where money makes for self-indul-
gence, children make for self-denial;
where money is an aid to vagraney, chil-
dren necessitate a home and some adher-
ence to it. Money in superfluous quanti-
ties is a recognized demoralizer, but every
good child is a moralizer to its parents.
Can there be any question, then, that to
accumulate a reasonable number of
children is better worth one's while than
to accumulate an nnreasonable amount
of money ? Not a bit: and vet the world
is full of ignorants whose ideal of the con-
dition of happiness is to have a very large
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fortune and a very small family. To such
persons to raise more than two ehildren
seems a flight in the face of Providence,
and a reckless preference for the poor-
house as the rvefuge of one’s declining
days. Great is prudence; but it is worth
remembering that there are chances of
raising too few children as well as too
many, and while it is an embarrassment
to have a young family on one's hands
and run out of funds, it is also an em-
barrassment to find one's self past middle
life and fairly in funds but short of chil-
dren. The man who las exercised such
discretion as to reach the age of fifty
without having any children to fall back
on has probably, if he has any sense,
passed the period when he admires his
own prudence, and has come to think of
himself as one who has wasted his oppor-
tunities.

We are amiss in that we don’t think
of children as wealth. Our minds are apt
to dwell unduly on the cost of raising
them and starting them in the world, and
not enough on the profit of them. We
speak of Jenkins as “‘a poor man with a
very large family,” as though a man with
a large family could justly be regarded as
poor,provided the family was of good qual-
ity. Jenkins has only six or seven chil-

dren, and can feed and clothe and love
them all,and sends them to schiool.and has
fun with them—thanks to his having a
Wealso speak of Dishrow

very able wife.

as a rich man with one daunghter, as though
a man with mueh money and only one
daughter could justly be called rich. We
are not very accurate in our use of lan-
guage. If a man who has valuables is
vich, Jenkins is very well off, and we
should recognize it in our thoughts of
him; whereas a man with muech money
and only one danghter is but one step
removed from want,

Excessively rich people rarely raise
large families nowadays, and there are
good reasons for it. They haveu’t time,
for one thing. Consecientious parents, be
they rich or poor, don’t want to neglect
their children, or to turn them over en-
tirely to hired supervision. You might
almost as well not have children as not
live with them and be bothered with
them. Bul six or seven children consti-
tute for many years almost a complete
occupation for a mother, and women who
can command the various exercises that
money can buy are loath to spend too
large a share of their lives in the service
of elildhood. You ean’t take a troop of
children abroad in the spring, to Newport
in the summer, to Lenox in the fall, to
New York in the winter, and to Florida
in February. They have to go to school,
for one thing; and, for another, it isn’t
healthy for them to keep them on the
road. Auny travelling circus-man will
tell you that if’s hard to keep the mena-
gerie cubs alive while the show is movy-
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There's no place for children like
almost any plain home where the plumb-
ing is safe, and the water can be boiled,
and where vou think your doctor knows

ing.

the milkman, But if you are going to
stay at home, there’s no speecial point
about being egregiously rich, so the fami-
lies of the extremely opulent as a general
thing are small. Another thing: where
there is a fortune of one hundred and fifty
millions or more, it always seems a pity
to split it into more than two or three
pieces. It is well enough as endowments
after the division, but it is spoilt as a curi-
osity. When a eollection of money has
been made so nearly complete that it
approaches the condition of being a phe-
nomenon, there isa natural reluetance on
the owner's part to cut it up into mere
incidents. Accordingly the incaleulably
rich do not, as a rule, care for a large
group of heirs; one or two answer as
well as a dozen. As far as raising a large
family goes, a man with only two or three
millions is better off than though he were
really opulent. for if he has ten children
he can provide for them all, and educate
them, and give them a handsome start in
life, and still have enongh left to live and
die on and make his widow happy. The
idea of being *“worth” a hundred and
fifty millions, and raising as large a fam-
ily as such a fortune would warrant, is not
a practieal idea, albeit it is a dream of a
grand family.

The interminable variety in children
has its good points and its disadvan-
tages. If they were more alike they
would be less interesting, but it would
be more nearly possible to feel that a
family was sometimes complete.  But
the possibilities of heredity are inex-
haustible.  One ehild inherits this or
that from his mother and something else
from his father, and another in selecting
the composite qualities in which it is to
clothe itself may skip its parents alto-
gether and go back to grandparents orv
forebears still more remote. This lends
an interminable excitement to the rear-
ing of families. The certainty that no
new-comer will be a duplicate of any
child in Dbeing stivs in the optimist
thoughts of combinations of powers and
perfections the development of which it
would be a life-long delight to wateh.
The records of some younger children,
late-comers in large families, who have
been born with great endowments and
turned out to be great people, must al-
ways be an aggravation to ambitious par-
ents whose families are small.  To know
of whole series of wonders which have
been accomplished by seventh sons is dis-
concerting to folks to whom a seventh
son is an impossible Tuxury; but they
may always comfort themselves by re-
membering that a small family well
aised is move likely to rejoice its par-
ents than a big one neglected.
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But ihat introduces the question of
what a good bringing-up consists in.  As
to that, the proof of the pudding is in the

eating. We will all agree that children
should learn to read and write, and speal
the truth; that it is good for them to love
and be loved; that they ought not to be so
snowed under with what are called **ad-
vantages " as to stifle their natural devel-
opment; that the aim of education is o
bring out the good and the strength there
is in the child, and not to shape it by
main strength according to some precon-
ceived idea of parent or teacher.

The people who are of most account in
the world are the people who work. 'We
certainly do not want our children to
grow up into do-nothings. We want
them to learn to work as hard and as
successfully as possible.  'We want them
also to be good, and to keep ont of mis-
chiel, and to be pleasant. We want them,
if possible, to be so trained us to be able to
work advantageousiy at things whereof
the pursuit is agreeable and stimulating,
and which bring rich rewards to success-
ful labor.

We shall not he content with a de-
velopment of mind or of body which the
heart does not share. If our children
are successful solely for themselves, and

not for us too, and for others as well, we
shall not feel entirely proud of their rais-
ing. We all feel, though, that the com-
mon lot is not quite good enough for our
children. We hliope for them that they
may not drudge interminably at weary
tasks., We want to command for them
the brighter aspects of life. We cannot
be sure of accomplishing that, but if we
ave wise enough, and not too selfish or
too lazy ourselves, we can do a good deal
towards it. Unworthy people who are
shrewd and selfish and unserupulous get
a good deal in this world that is rated as
valuable, but, after all, the use that they
are able to make of what they get depends
upon what they are. 'We want our chil-
dren to grow up to be such persous that
ill fortune, if they meet with it, will bring
out strength in them, and that good for-
tune will not trip them up, but make
them winners. To fight the battle of life
under hard conditions and fall on the
field is not inglorious, but to be turned
loose in fields that arve white and gather
no satisfving lLarvest, ah! that is a sad
fate.  We should try by all means to
save our childven from that. One may

miss most of the comforts of life and still
suceceed, but to have good chaneces and
waste them all is failure.




