THE CAPITALS OF THE NORTHWEST.
BY JULIAN RALPH.

UST as the Atlantic cities were sur-

prised when Chicago distanced all but
two of them in population, and challenged
all of them by her enterprise, so will they
be astonished again and from another
quarter, if they refuse to study the forces
that are operating to build up new capi-
tals in the West. In another ten years
there will be another claim of a million
population, and the counting of heads
will not make nonsense of it. The new
and wonderful assumption of metropoli-
tan importance will be that of the twin
cities of the wheat region—Minneapolis
and St. Paul. They may not be joined
under one name and government—opin-
ions differ about that—but all agree that
they will jointly possess a million of pop-
ulation. The last census credited Min-
neapolis with 164,700 population, and St.
Paul with 133,000, or, jointly. 297,000.
At the time of the preceding census
(1880) the two cities included about 88,000
souls. At that rate of increase they will
boast in 1900 a population of 976,000 and
more. But they insisted in the summer
of 1891 that they possessed more than
350,000 joint population, and that the
million mark will be reached before the
next ecensus is taken.

Why should men make such a proph-
ecy; orrather, why have these two towns
already gathered 350,000 inhabitants with-
in their limits? We must repeat the
study that we made at Chicago. That
city we found to be the metropolis of the
entire interior between the Rockies and
the Alleghanies, but an analysis of its
sources of supply and field of distribution
showed if to be more particularly fthe
capital of the corn lands. We saw how
rich were the returns from agriculture in
a country by no means fully developed,
and of such vast exfent as to be roughly
spoken of as a territory one thousand miles
square. Chicago is its trading centre,
and, from a beginning upon borrowed
capital, that city has ceased to borrow,
and has begun to amass wealth, to lend
money, and to supply its tributary coun-
try with manufactured goods in such
quantities that it already ranks third in
the list of manufacturing centres. In the
great amount of rich land that is yet to
be redeemed, and in the wide leeway that

exists for improved and economical farm-
ing, we are able to clearly see a noble, a
splendid future for Chicago.

But in St. Paul and Minneapolis we
reach the pulse of another region--the
wheat lands of America. I understand
that in a sense these cities are tributary
to Chicago, and that in the same sense
their tributary region has in some mea-
sure been included in that of Chicago,
but the line that is being drawn befween
the two centres is growing heavier and
broader every year. In the possession of
home manufactures lies the ability to
trade economically and to save a profit,
and just as we have seen Chicago eman-
cipate herself from the bondage of East-
ern capital through manufactures, so we
shall find that the twin cities of Minne-
sota are setting up for themselves as in-
dependent traders. The country they
aim to monopolize in trade is far smaller
than the corn region, but it is extraordi-
narily more fertile and profitable to the
farmer.

Close to their doors lies the famous
Red River Valley, which is by some stu-
dents of such comparative values declared
to be the third agricultural region, in
point of fertility, in the world, there be-
ing one Asiatic and one African valley
in the foreground beyond it. This Red
River Valley takes in many counties of
Minnesota and the most easterly counties
of the two Dalcotas. It is praivie land of
black soil that once formed the bed or
deposit of an ancient sea. It reaches up
into Clanada, beyond Winnipeg, and is a
great deal richer at its southern end in
the United States than in Canada. This
region poursits wealth of grain (or a great
part of it) into Minnesota’s twin cities,
there to exchange it for merchandise.
Other cereals and cattle are produced be-
yond this valley in the new States, and
the valley itself returns the same com-
modities along with its wonderful ont-
put of wheat, In the extra fruitful year
just closed—wonderful for its erops and
for the world-wide demand for breadstufls
from this country—the predictions that
were based upon the results of the sale
of the crops seemed fabulous. For in-
stance, it was boasted that the farmers
of the Northwest would make sufficient
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profits to pay off all their mortgages this
year,

This boast was not disputed by any of
the leaders in trade and transportation
with whom I talked, but I gathered from
what they said that though the farmers
arve as well off as this statement implies,
the majority will not remove the mort-
gages, but will be move likely to expend
their profits in betferments, in extending
their farms, and in redeeming unworkable
tracts in their present holdings. This
roseate view ends at the valley, so far as
the Dalkotas are concerned. The Dalkotan
farmers have suffered some bad seasons,
and are not so near the end of their
debts.

It is in the Red River Valley that one
may hear of a farmer whose profits last
season were close to £30,000; it is there
that men bought farms of great extent,
expecting to pay for them in an indefinife
number of years, and then paid for them
out of the first erop raised upon the land,
the wonderful yield of last year. Such is
the region at the very doors of the twin
cities of the Northwest. If Cerves left the
Old World when the worship of her went
out of fashion, it must have been to the
valley of the Red River that she came.
But if mythology is suggested at all by
a study of this marvellous region, it is in
the recollection of the fabled river Pacto-
lIus, wherein King Midas washed off' his
power to turn into gold all that he touch-
ed. That may well have been the stream
that onece swelled from side to side of this
valley, for, truly, its sediment retains lit-
tle less than Midas's power.

We realize the majesty of agricult-
ure as we never did before when we
learn that in Minnesota and the two Da-
kotas the wheat crop alone was worth
one hundred and twenty millions of dol-
lars last year. Figure for yourself the
estimated yield of one hundred and fifty
millions of bushels selling at from 75
cents to 82 cents a bushel. In what story
of fairyland is there an account of a lit-
eral field of gold to equal that ?

Therve are 8,832,000 acres in the valley,
and less than a quarter of it was in erop
last year. If every acre were pub into
wheat, there would be no market for the
wheat; it would become a drug. As it
is, of the portion that is under cultiva-
tion, only about three-quarters were in
wheat, and the yield of last year was esti-
mated at from 30,000,000 to 37,000,000
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bushels, grown at the average propor-

tion of 20 bushels to the acre. The
wheat crop of the valley, therefore,

fetched about $27,000,000. At 80 cents a
bushel, each acre returned $16, at a cost
ol from %6 to 88. Good land has pro-
duced 31 bushels to the acre, and good
land farmed scientifieally has yielded as
high as 47 bushels fo the acre, but 20
bushels is the average product, and the
farmer is enfitled to a profif of 10 an
acre, with prices as they were last year,
Matured farming will raise the yield to
an average of 25 bushels an acre.

The Dakotas, which arve also tributary
to the twin cities of Minnesota, do not of-
fer opportunities for theatrieal or bonanza
farming. Three-quarters of their terri-
tory is not wheat land. More wheat can
be raised upon the six counties in the Red
River Valley than in all the rest of both
Dakotas. The Dakotas will produce grain,
cattle, horses, sheep, and, in ten or fifteen
counties, corn. These States offer a good
reward for honest toil, and that would be
very high praise of them were it not that
the opulent valley on their eastern edge
forces a comparison between itself and
them.

The end of one great source of revenue
to the region is in sight. That is the
lumber production. The frees are all
counted; the number of feet in each for-
est is entered in the Tumbermen’s books.
In Michigan, all that is of value in the
forests will have disappeared in five years,
it is said; in Wisconsin, 15 years will
end the industry; in Minnesota the sup-
ply will last 15 to 20 years—a pin point in
the dial of time. Already capitalists are
turning their mercenary gaze toward the
majestic and virgin forests of the new
State of Washington. Montana is be-
lieved to be another and a greater Penn-
sylvania, rich in eoals, in oil, and in va-
ried metalliferous ores. These resources
and the timber and farm products of the
Washington of a.later day are all waited
for to swell the importance of the twin
cities, for it is not now seen that there is
a likelihood that any other very great
cities will be developed in the Northwest
except upon the Pacific coast. There will
be populous distriect centres, of course,
and already three such places are robust,
lively towns, but the men who now seem
possessed of the most shrewdness and
foresicht in the Northwest do not believe
that the shifting horizon of time is hiding
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any competitor for the position now oceu-
pied by the Minnesotan capitals of trade.

Having noted the resources of the
Northwest, possible as well as present, if
the reader will turn to his map he will
see that the great railway lines of that
upper corner of our country present the
appearance of a rude diagram of a human
hand with the fingers outspread. St
Paul and Minneapolis arve at the wrist,
and control the fingers that reach out and
grasp the trade of the entire Northwest.
This double metropolis and this frade
have their own ports at Duluth and Su-
perior, while at the twin cities of Minne-
sota the navigation of the Mississippi be-
gins or ends.

Minnesota's twin capitals in the wheat
region are not yet one corporate body,
and there are many shrewd citizens of
one and the other who assert that they
will not unite while the present genera-
tion of leading men remains dominant.
There has been too keen a rivalry, and
each town is too jealous of the other, for
union to be possible, they say, until the
boys of fo-day become the successors of
their fathers. Therefore, if for no other
reason than that, the eities must be stud-
ied separately in this article. They are
ten miles apart, but the statement ol that
fact is very misleading, because they lie
side by side like two globules of quicksil-
ver, with a few little drops of the liquid
between them. ‘Whoever journeys from
one to the other fails to perceive why
they may not at any moment shake fto-
gether into one great glittering mass,
with no other division than is ereated by
their separate charters, and no joint bor-
der line except that which will require a
surveyor's kit to determine.

To begin with Minneapolis, the larger
of the two cities, let me introduce the
town as that one which seems to me the
pleasantest and most nearly perfect place
for residence of all the cities I have seen
in my country. St. Paul is in the main
so nearly like Minneapolis that a slight
sense of injustice comes with the writing
of those words; yet St. Paul lacks some of
the qualities which Minneapolis possesses,
and the words must stand. Both ecities
have arisen amid park-like surroundings,
both rejoice in the possession of the love-
ly Mississippi (for it is a most beautiful
river up there), and both ave largely made
up of dwelling districts which fascinate
the very soul of a man from the solid,
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pent-up eities of the East. But in one
minor respect Minneapolis triumphs in
being thoroughly consistent with her rul-
ing traif, and at that partieular point St.
Paul fails. That is to say, Minneapolis
is ample and broad and roomy in her
business distriet, while St. Panl is in that
quarter narrow, compact, huddled, and
old-fashioned.

I cannot foree Minneapolis to chal-
lenge the world to produce her equal, but
it seems to me that it will be difficult to
find another influential trading and man-
ufacturing city that is so peculiarly a city
of homes. It was after riding over mile
after mile of her streets and boulevards,
and noting the thousands of separated
cottages, each in its little garden, that T
came fo a locality wherein there were a
few—a very few—apartment-houses. They
were not what we in New York call
*tenement-houses,” for the poor seemed
superior to the evil, and lived in their
own tiny boxes; they were flat-houses
for families few in members and indolent
by nature. These were so very few that
the array of dwellings took on an extraor-
dinary importance. Try, then, to fan-
ey the pleasure and surprise with which
I read in the ecity directory, afterward, a
statement that the eify’s 164,738 inhabi-
tants oceupy 32,026 dwellings. If there
were 921 more dwellings there would be
one to every five persons, which is to say
one to each family.

As these houses are in the main owned
by their tenants, the city presents a spec-
tacle of communal dignity, self-respect,
and comfort that distinguishes it even in
a greater degree than Philadelphiais dis-
tinguished among our Atlantic seaboard
cities. If was pleasing to hear in the
neighboring eity of St. Paul, where near-
Ly the same conditions prevail, that when
the citizens go to the City Hall to ask for
places in the public service, or to demand
their rvights, they often draw themselves
up to their full height and say, “I am a
tax-payer,” by way ol preface to a state-
ment of their wishes. The man who car-
ries that pride in his breast, and who goes
home to a house whose every side offers
windows to the light and air, should be as
nearly a complete and perfect individual
as it is possible for the more or less arti-
ficial conditions of life in a city to pro-
duce. Of such individuals is the great
bulk of the population of Minneapolis
composed.
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It is intervesting to know that the mo-
tive power of the city has always been
pure Yankee. The seftlers were in a
large degree from Maine, and it is wittily
said that they followed the pine west-
ward, until at this point its final appear-
ance east of the Rockies was noted.
Here the Maine men rested and set up
their saw-mills, using St. Anthony’s Falls
to move their saws. It was a lumber
town during most of its history. The
great wheat-handling industry is a new
thing by comparison. In 1871 only two
car loads of wheat were received here; in
1887 the Great Western Railroad brought
thirty-three million bushels to the flour-
ing-mills. Tt is thought that the summit
of fifty millions of bushels will be reach-
ed in the twelve months which include
the period of receipt of the enormous crop
of last year. Butif newness is to be con-
sidered, what shall be thought of the city
itself 2 Tts first seftler marched in a pro-
cession through the streets last summer.
He marked out his elaim, in what is now
the thick of the city, on June 10, 1849.

A bird's-eye view of the city is like
such a view of one of those parks in the
Bast which rich men dot with villas. It
is a plain of luxuriant foliage, broken here
and there by house roofs. Trees border
the streets and avenues, and deck even
the most ordinary building plots. The
houses are simply little frame cottages,
with hereand there a street of pretentious
and large residences, also of wood, and
with a few noble mansions built of ma-
sonry for the leading capitalists of the
place. Butb the same admirable features
distinguish all classes of homes: nearly
all stand apart one from another; the
great majority exhibit that variety which
is begotten of individual and independent
taste; and all ave found in districts sacred
to domesticity and peace, where a taboo
has been put against liguor-selling, and
where traders of every sort seem loath to
jav the homelike tone by intruding fheir
storehouses. It is such a town as the av-
erage American housewife would plan,
and nowhere do the women, both ma-
trons and maids, seem better placed or
more thoroughly the mistresses of their
position in modern city life than as one
sees them upon those bowery streets,
passing the rows of pretty cottage homes,
beneath trees, amid flowers, and beside
the rosy children who play fearlessly in
the well-ordered streets. We shall see in
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another article that Minneapolis enjoys a
peculiar and admirable liquor license law,
Suflice it here to say that the dvam shops
are confined to what may be ecalled the
business districts, where the stores and
factories arve clustered together—a fit ar-
rangement for a woman’s capital, an
earthly paradise of homes, a settlement of
landlords and landladies.

The people of the city have liftle know-
ledge of the impression that it makes upon
those who compare it with other towns,
but they are aware of one effect, while
ignorant of the cause; that is, they know
theirs is what is called an eminently
“healthy " town. The death rate is low-
er and the sum of the general health is
greater (or was in 1890) than in any one
of the twenty-six largest cities in the
United States.

‘We have seen in the past, and shall see
again and again, that the Western people
haye not only an extraordinary fondness
for public parks, but a positive genius in
arranging them, Minneapolis found half
a dozen pellucid lakes within her borders,
and these she has converted, or is convert-
ing, into exceedingly pretty little parks.
They are not grand, like the pleasure-
grounds which border the majestic lake
at Chicago, but they are dainty and be-
witehing. To go by way of Hennepin
Boulevard, for instance, where the elec-
trie ears run upon a central strip of grass
between parallel driveways, and to see
the use that three of these jewel-like lakes
have been put to, is to enjoy a treat that
will not be easily obliterated from the
memory by any crowding of lovelier
scenes. [First, along the short route is
Loring Park, so called in honor of the
designer of the city’s park system. It is
a reproduction in miniature of the most
lovely features of New York’s Central
Park. Then is seen a parkway of wood-
land beside a great sheet of crystal called
Lalke Calhoun. In another five minutes
Lake Harriet is reached, and there bursts
into view a great bowl of mirror-like wa-
ter, embowered in trees and surrounded
by the grove which nature planted there.
At one point on the edge of the lake is a
graceful casino building, and anchored
out in the lake is a floating band- stand,
hooded by a sounding-board,under which,
on summer afternoons, a band is station-
ed to play for the people. Light, grace-
ful row-boats arve plentiful, and for hire
at a low price; the strand is fallowed, and
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fringed with rows of settees; the scene is
distant less than half an hour's journey
from the heart of the city, at a passage vate
of five cents, and there is no warning or
rule against trespass anywhere in the
beautiful grounds, which the people main-
tain, own, and are wisely permitted to en-
joy. The parks I have mentioned form
but so many links in a glorious chain
which compasses two sides of the eity,
that includes five parks and ten park-
ways, and that ends
“Where the Falls

of Minnehaha

Laugh and leap into the valley,”

at what is called Minnehaha Park. The
winding verdant route from park to park
is a continuous, well-ordered, and beauti-
ful series of parlways, eighteen miles in
length.

Many Western cities and towns are in-
terested spectators of the work of remov-
ing the railroad grade crossings in Minne-
apolis, for, although the city has grown
to its present size with the railroads en-
tering and crossing it on a level with its
streets, the people have not hesitated to
force a solution of the problem that con-
fronts Chicago, and, indeed, most of the
great cities out West. It was five years
ago that the City Council of Minneapolis
ordered the City Engineer to prepare plans
for the execution of the work. Thisdone,
the City Attorney began proceedings in
court to determine why the railroads
should not lower their tracks. It was
fortunate for Minneapolis that the head
of one great railroad system was Mr.
James J. Hill, whose consideration for
the public and eminent shrewdness led
him to fall in with the city’s project; in-
deed, he did more—he aided the effort
with suggestions that were calculated to
lighten and improve the work. Another
corporation, using tracks parallel with
those of Mr. Hill's Great Northern and
Manitoba railroads, fought the authori-
ties: but in time its receiver, who was an
officer of the courts, was ordered to accept
a compromise between its own and the
city’s demands, and the great and notable
work that is ealled *‘The Fourth Avenue
Improvement ™ was agreed upon and be-
gun.

The New York reader will understand
the situation clearly if he understands
that the case is precisely as if trains were
running upon our own Fourth Avenue
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level with them. The danger, slaughter,
and discomfort of the citizens of Minne-
apolis may be imagined; the obstacles
against the free and fast handling of the
trains need not be described. It is safe
to say that if our own New York Central
Railroad could return to the old street-
level serviece, and could have back the
cost of its sunken track with inferest, it
would not make the change. It could
not if it would; it would not be able to
transact its present volume of business
under the old conditions. Yet every-
where the railroads fight the efforts tow-
ard self-protection that are made by our
municipal governments, and out West no
subject is now being studied with deeper
interest and earnestness than that of the
methods by which the railroads can be
forced to raise or lower their tracks with-
in the boundaries of cities. Minneapolis's
mode of handling the problem is an espe-
cially valuable study, because, unlike her
twin sister St. Paul, but like most other
Western towns, the act of self-defence
and self-preservation was postponed until
the eity had grown great, and the task
had become formidable. Along this
Fourth Avenue in Minneapolis run not
mevely the trains of two frunk lines, but
on that narrow avenue in the heart of
the ecity is handled the enormous traffic
between the twin cities and their chief
summer resort, Lake Minnetonka.

The arrangement that Minneapolis made
was a simple one—for the eify. It de-
cided that the railroads were to build the
entire viaduct, approaches, bridges, ma-
sonry walls, excavations, and all, and
that the city was to stand between the
railroads and those property-holders who
might elaim damages for injuries growing
out of the improvement. It happens that
most of the buildings whose owners claim
damages were old rattletraps, and the
highest claim for injury is one for $12,000.
In most cases abutting property was bene-
fited. The ecity therefore comes out of
the affair at very slight cost, while the
railroads have been put to an enormous
outlay. The ecity establishes all lines and
levels arbitrarily, giving the railroads a
clear space of twenty feet above the
tracks, The railroads must keep the
bridges and approaches in perpetual re-
pair. One notable concession by the eity
is the surrender of a street crossing. At
Sixth Street, where the work of lowering

across all the numbered streets and on a the tracks begins, and where there are



THE CAPITALS OF THE NORTHWEST.

many rails and switehes, the crossing is
closed, and the city gives up its rights in
the street at that point. Beyond this
streef, as the city continues to grow, the
people will pay for and build the bridges
that may be needed.

The passenger tracks arve sunk ten feeft
at the lowest point; the freight tracks
four or five feet. There are six bridges.
They vary in length between 100 feet and
500 feet, as the tracks spread out beyond
the starting-point. One bridge is 100 feet
in width, but the others permit of only a
thirty - six-foot roadway and a twenty-
eight-foot sidewalk. The bridges are ap-
proached by a gradual raising of the
street levels, and the effort has been to
keep the incline of these approaches and
bridges within four feet in the hundvred,
but in one case the grade is a foot greater.
The railroads have done excellent work,
and the viaduet, with its stone walls and
fine freight-houses and passenger station,
presents an appearance that is almost or-
namental. It will be of interest to those
officials of other cities who arve meditating
work of this kind to know that the rail-
roads whiech use the new viaduct are
greatly pleased with the reform, and
would not go back to the old conditions.
Moreover, a railroad whose fracks run
upon the street level on the other side of
the river, in Minneapolis, has made an
informal proposition to sink its tracks, if
the city will bear a moderate share of the
cost. When I was in Minneapolis, in
September, the City Engineer had been
sent for to testify in behalf of Columbus,
Ohio, in a suit growing out of a similar
progressive movement in that city; and it
is certain that when the whole country
knows what Minneapolis has done, her
people will be flattered by the attention
their enterprise will attract.

To give an idea of the extent of the
principal industries of the Flour City, let
me say, roughly, that her saw-mills cut
343,000,000 feet of lumber, 162,000,000
shingles, and half as many laths in 1890;
that in the upper Mississippi region four
billion feet of forest trees were cut down,
and that the city received 45,000,000 bush-
els of wheat, and shipped 12,000,000 bush-
els away. The city has an assessed valu-
ation of $138,000,000, and nine millions
of dollars of banking capital. It boasts
a public-school system that is everywhere
held to be unexcelled, and a funection of
the government is the maintenance of a
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library of 47,000 volumes, housed in a
noble building, and having two cireu-
lating branches connected with it. In
the extent of its circulation of books this
library is the seventh in the country.
The city is 53 square miles in extent, pos-
sesses many miles of granite and cedar
block paving, 1500 acres of parks, 49 pub-
lic schools, and a sufficient number of
churches to render the town conspicuous
on their account. It carries a bonded
debt of seven millions of dollars. Tis
hotels and theatres arve very good, and
among its notable office buildings one is
the best that I have seen anywhere in
the country; that is the Northwestern
Guaranty Loan Company’s building, an
office building that towers above the
town, and is peculiar in the fact that its
owners surrender more valuable space for
the admission of light and air than is
given up in any other building of the sort
that I have ever seen. At least half the
interior is open and rvoofed with glass,
while the offices, which have store fronts
of plate-glass, are reached by glass-paved
galleries. The building cost a million
and a half of dollars, and contains, be-
sides the offices, a Turkish bath, roof
promenade and concert garden, a restau-
rant in the top sfory, private dining-
rooms, ladies’ rooms, a billiard-room, a
barber’s shop, a law library—free to the
tenants—locked boxes in fire-proof vaults
for all the tenants, cigar and news stands,
and a battery of six or eight elevators.
The population of the building is 1500
souls.

Buf the growth of the manufacturing
interests is the most important feature of
the development of this eity. It is rapid-
ly fitting itself to become the main source
of supplies for the most opulent farming
region in Ameriea, and among recent ad-
ditions fo the list of her industries may
be noted a knitting-mill; a piano factory;
a linen mill; tub and pail, earriage, and
macaroni factories: a manufactory for
wood-carving machinery, in connection
with a street-car construction company;
a smelter for reducing Montana silver ore;
a stove-works; and additions to the facil-
ities for making boots and shoes, wool-
lens, lumber, and flour. The difference in
freight rates enables the manufacturers of
the twin cities to hold their own against
Chicago in the trade with the Northwest,
and they have their deummers in all the
cities and villages of the region.
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The street-car service in Minneapolis is
as nearly perfect as that of any city.
‘Within a year, when the extensions now
planned are completed, it will be without
a rival in this respeet. The electrical
system which depends on overhead trol-
leys is in use there. The cars are elegant
and spacious, and run upon 70 miles of
tracks. They arve propelled at a speed of
8 miles an hour in the city, and at 12 to
14 miles outside. They have run to Lake
Harriet in 20 minutes, which is at the
rate of 15 miles an hour, and they have
made the journey to St. Paul (104 miles),
ineluding ordinary stops, in 32 minutes.
At the end of this year the system will
embrace 130 miles of traclks.

To the mind that is acenstomed fo judge
of Hastern towns, St. Paul is more city-
like than Minneapolis. Its business por-
tion, originally laid out by French Ca-
nadians with narrow ideas, is such a
compact mass of solid blocks and litile
streets that it might almost have heen a
ward of Boston transplanted in the West.
One sees the same conditions in Port-
land. Oregon, but they are rare in the
‘West, where the fashion is to plan for
plenty of elbow-room. If we were to im-
agine the twin cities personified, we would
liken Minneapolis to a vigorous rustic
beauty in short skirts; while St. Paul
we would deseribe as a fashionable mar-
riageable urban miss, a trifle stunted and
lacking color and plumpness, but with
more style and worldly grace than her
sister. As to whieh should have the
preference, there will be views as differ-
ing as the two towns. There are those
who prefer hard-paved, bustling streets,
faced by rvanks of city stores, pressed
shoulder against shoulder, with here and
there huge, massive office towers breath-
ing crowds in and ouf to choke the nar-
row sidewalks; and there are others who
like better the big, roomy avenues of Min-
neapolis, even though they hang like too
loose clothes against uneven, shrinking
lines of fashionless houses. They said
to me in Minneapolis that they real-
ized the fact that their city was only

"growing. If T would eall around in a
few years, they said, I would find all the
walls up and plastered, and the furniture
in, and the place cozy. In St. Paul it is
just the other way; it looks finished.
Its motto is, ** While we journey through
life, let us live by the way’; buf the Min-
neapolis spirit is that of the man who, to
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celebrate his marriage, built a four-story
house, and lived in the front and back
basement, saying to his wife, *‘ We will
lath and plaster the rest, one room at a
time, as the family increases.” or my
part, I find it so hard to decide between
them that I am not going to try. Hvery
man to his taste, say I. Minneapolis has
done wondrous work for the future; St.
Paul has done more for present improve-
ment than any other city in the West
that T have seen.

The twins arve very like or very unlike
in other respects, according as you look
at them. Minneapolis is very American
and St. Paul is very mixed in population.
She has sixty-five per cent. of foreigners
in her make-up, and the Teutons predom-
inate—in the form of Norwegians, Swedes,
Danes, and Germans. There are Irish
and Poles, French Canadians and Bohe-
mians, there also, and the Irish and Irish
Americans are conspicuous in the gov-
ernment. St. Paul is usually Democratic;
Minneapolis is generally Republican.

In eight years St. Paul has made fre-
mendous strides away from the habits
and methods of civie childhood. Its offi-
cials say that more has been done to es-
tablish its charvacter as a finished ecity
than will ever need to be done in the fu-
ture. Tts expenditures of energy and
money have been remarkable. It has
levelled iis hills, filled its marshes, and
modernized all its eonveniences. The
waler-works, which were the property of
individuals, now belong to the people,
and serve two hundred miles of mains
with pure wholesome water brought from
a group of lakes ten miles north of the
city. A mnoted firm of water-works build-
ers has declared that it would willingly
assume the city debt in return for the
profits of this branch of the public ser-
vice. No city in the counfry is better
drained than it is by its new sewer sys-
tem. It had a mile and a half of im-
proved streets and three stone sidewalks
eight years ago, and fo-day it possesses
forty-five miles of finished streets and
fitty miles of stone sidewalks. Two cost-
Iy bridges have been put across the Mis-
sissippi, and an important bridge has
been rebuilt. In no eity in the West
is the railroad grade-crossing bugaboo
more nearly exorcised. Only one nota-
ble crossing of that sort endangers the
people’s lives and limbs. The public
buildings of the city are admirable, and
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were built at moderate cost, and without
sixpence worth of scandal, The restricted
saloon system is enforced there, and the
residence districts are kept sacred to home
influences and surroundings. The streets
are thoroughly policed, and the fire de-
partment is practically new, and appoint-
ed with the most modern appliances,
The street-car service consists of nearly
one hundred miles of electric railway,
and fifteen miles of cable road. There
are no horse-cars in use in the eity; they
would be too slow for such a fown. St.
Paul is rich in costly and great office
buildings. There are a dozen such, any
and all of whieh would ornament any city
in the country.

The population in 1890 was 133,000, to
which sum 12,000 should, in fairness, have
been added. By actual count the city
contains 26,942 houses. For its districts
of dwellings it deserves the same praise
that has been bestowed upon Minneapolis,
and only in that slightly modified degree
that comes from its having a stronger ad-
mixture of foreigners among its citizens
and a larger number of houses squeezed
close together in its older business district,
Once away from that region, trees, grass,
and flowers greet the visitor’s eyes wher-
ever he rides and walks. On both sides
of the river the phalanxes of pretiy little
homes rise among the trees. There ave
villas for the well-to-do and tiny frame
dwellings for the poor, but the latter are
not mere boxes; they are distingnished
by prettiness of designing and individu-
ality of taste, and they stand apart from
one another so that the people who live
in them may get the light and air that
are as needful to men and women as to
plants and trees. The well-to-do cottagers
have gathered in two or three very pretty
clusters that were once suburban villages.
A notable peculiarity of their houses is
their possession of extra large double plate
windows. Sometimes a house will have
only one such extra large sheet of glass;
others will have several. Whether these
are backed by drapings of snow-white lace
or are filled with plants and flowers, the
effect is very beautiful. I was told that
in Minneapolis any man may buy himself
a home for from $1800 to $2000, selecting
a site within easy walking distance of the
City Hall. I am sure the same rule ap-
plies to St. Paul, which maintains forty-
two building and loan sociefies, with an
invested capital of $3.064,310. The stock
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in these societies used to mature in eight
or eight and a half years, but the term
has lengthened to nine and a half or ten
years, owing to the competition in the
loaning of money. The annual growth
of the city by the addition of new build-
ings has long kept up to a remarkable
standard. TFor two years—1888 and 1889
—St. Paul was fourth in the list of Amer-
ican cities in this respect. Last vear (1890)
the permits issued were for 3174 buildings,
planned to cost nine and a half millions
of dollars. But the wonder ceases after
the relation of the twin cities to the rich
Northwest is understood. St. Paul is the
meeting-point of twenty-eight railroads
that erisscross that region. That city
will contribute its full share to the mill-
ion population nine years hence.

With unecalled-for modesty St. Paul's
leading men apologize for the absence of
a royal series of great parks, and assert
that they have now designed and begun
work upon such a system. They admit
that they possess thirty-two little squares
for children and adult pleasure-seekers,
and say that the city and its environs are
so park-like that the need of great public
lungs has not been pressing. The apology
should be graciously accepted. Tt recon-
ciles us with what we know of ordinary
humanity in our comparatively torpid
Eastern cities to find them weak in one
respect. DBut St. Paul does not lack all
elegance and ornament of the highest
and most modern order. In one boule-
vard, called Summit Avennue, it possesses
one of the noblest thoroughfares, and
the nueleus of one of the most impressive
collections of great mansions, in the
country. Fuelid Avenue, Cleveland, has
long ceased to lead the vieh residence
streets of the nation, for Chicago has more
than one finer street of the same charac-
ter, and so has Buffalo, and so has New
York since Riverside Avenue has begun
to build up. None of these has the beauty
which the Hudson River and its Palisades
lend fo Riverside Avenue, but a good sec-
ond to it is Summit Avenue, St. Paul
From its mansions, rising upon a tall
bluff, the panorama of a great and beau-
tiful country-side is commanded.

It may be necessary 1o say to the un-
travelled Bastern reader that the appoint-
ments—and the tenants—of these man-
sions reflect the best modern attainments
of civilization as it has been studied in
the capitals of the world. One, at least,
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among these houses has not ifs superior
in New York, so far as its size, its beauty,
and the character of its surroundings are
concerned. In its appointments it will
be found that the elegances and arf tri-
umphs of far more than Christendom
have been levied upon to testify to a
taste that at no point oversteps the limits
cultivation has established. On the walls
a number of the masterpieces of the Bar-
bizon school hang side by side with the
best efforts of Munkaesy, Diaz, Tadema,
Detaille, Meissonier, and many other mas-
ters. Barye bronzes have their places in
various rooms, and the literature of two
continents, freshened by the constant ar-
rival of the best periodicals, is ready at
hand and well marked by use. I betray
no secret of the Northwestern country in
saying that such is the home of Mr. James
J. Hill, the president of the Great Novth-
ern Railroad, and, despite its ornaments,
it is maintained quite as a home, and
solely for comfort. It is but one of sev-
eral mansions in these two far Western
cities. They are as representative as the
palaces of Fifth Avenue, evidencing no-
thing of taste that is not shared and re-
flected in the other homes of those com-
munities,

Onece again we come to the heart of
any such study of a city’s capacity for
growth in importance and wealth. St
Paul in 1881 manufactured 15,466,000
worth of goods with which to trade with
the Northwest; in 1890 the sum had
grown to $61,270,000, an increase of three
hundred per cent. in nine years. The
city is the dairy centre of the Northwest.
It has made great investments in the
manufacture of clothing, boots and shoes,
fine furniture, wagons, earriages, farm im-
plements, lager-beer, cigars, fur garments,
portable houses for settlers, dressed stone,
boilers, bridges, and the products of large
stoek-yards. To a less yet considerable
extent it manufactures crackers, candy,
flour, bedding, foundry-worlk, sashes and
blinds, harness,brass goods, barrels,brooms,
and brushes. Its banks have a capital of
£10,000,000; its jobbing frade amounted
to $122,000,000 in 1890; it did a business
in cattle of every sort to the extent of a
million head in the same year. It has
fine hotels and opera-houses, a typically
elaborate Western school system, and is
in all respects a healthy, vigorous, well-
governed city.

These are the trading centres of the
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Northwest. But there is another pair of
twins, which are the lake ports and ship-
ping-points for that region. They are
the baby twins— Duluth in Minnesota,
and Superior in Wisconsin. Though
they arve in different States, they are
closer to one another than the ecities
from which we have just taken our
leave. Though babies, these cities feel
the impulses of giants. Their growth
in so short a time and to such propor-
tions as they possess ealls aftention to
the radical changes that are taking place
in the outlets for the produce of the
Northwestern States. Not many years
ago the grain trade centred at Chicago
and Milwaukee, but the demands for
economy that led to the development of
the present railway systems in Minnesota
and the Dakotas have altered the course
of the wheat movement, and have led to
the building up of the twin ports at the
head of Lake Superior. These two ports
now receive a large proportion of this
business, and have already distanced Chi-
cago in the competition. It is easy fo
understand why this should be the case.
Duluth and Superior are nearer to a large
section of the Northwest than either Chi-
cago or Milwaukee, and yef they are not
any farther from the Eastern lake ports
at the other end of the water route for
freicht. A glance at the map will re-
veal the fact that the distance to Buffalo
is no greater from the head of Lake Su-
perior than from the head of Lalke Michi-
gan, where Chicago is situated. This ad-
vantage in position is evident to any one,
but the men of Duluth and Superior elaim
a greater advantage. By drawing circles
ten miles apart, with themselves as a
centre, they demonstrate the possession of
a larger tributary territory than can he
shown for Chicago by the same means,
It is humorously said to be as much as
one’s life is worth to describe or to weigh
the comparative merits of these rival in-
land ports. This was the case not long
ago with regard fo St. Paul and Minne-
apolis, but last autumn one of those cities
joined in an effort to secure the holding
of a convention in the rival town. It
will be long before any such amiable and
generous self-sacrifice will be shown af
the head of Lake Superior. The situa-
tion there is intensified by the fact that
Duluth was for a long while practically
alone in the glorious possession of the ad-
vantages that a seat at the head of the
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great lake brings with it. Suddenly,
within five years, a little village a stone's-
throw off, on the other side of the Sf.
Louis River, which separates Wisconsin
and Minnesota, sprung from the stagna-
tion of a chrysalis condition into a stir-
ring town that began to establish town
limits caleulated to leave Duluth a very
small second fiddle to malke music with
if the plans were carried out. And when
the census-taker came along in 1890, Du-
luth’s 85,000 inhabitants read that, in
round numbers, the impudent baby next
door had grown nearly half as big as it-
self. Worse yet, the ambition of Supe-
rior is seen to expand with ten times the
ratio of its increasing growth, and if the
student of the situation reads the official
literature of the younger lake port, he
will discover that the records of its
achievements are arranged to show how
it is gaining upon Chicago—upon Chi-
eago, mark you, as if it considered its
nearest neighbor, twice its size, too un-
important for consideration! From the
point of view of Duluth, fancy such a
situation !

There are those who hold that geo-
graphieal and topographical advantages
account for the sudden rise of Superior
alongside of Duluth. There are others
who account for it on the ground that
Duluth was too confident of her position,
and adopted a short-sighted poliey, which,
while it was maintained, gave an oppor-
tunity for the development of the rival
port. It is not worth while here to dis-
cuss these moot points. In considering
the relation of the head of internal water
navigation to the country beyond i, both
cities have a common value. Whether
both keep pace in growth with the devel-
opment of the vast and opulent territory
behind them, or whether one becomes ten
times greater than its neighbor, the point
of interest will still be the head of the
lake—the point of contact of lake and
rail transportation. Both must gain all
that will belong to either solely from
their loeation, which, it seems elear, must
become the seat of a great population and
of extraordinary activity.

Since this will not be gainsaid, it will
be the simplest course to state the argu-
ments and claims of both these rival ports
at once. Their leaders assert that what-
ever of wealth and importance has come
to Buffalo, Cleveland, Detroit, and Chica-
go is due to their advantages as distribu-
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ting and receiving points for the fonnage
of the lake commerce. This it is which
has drawn the railways to these cities,
and the result of the reciprocal influence
of the railway and harbor transactions
has been a degree of importance depend-
ent upon the extent and productiveness
of the territory tributary to each of these
lake ports.

The reader can scarcely be expected, in
so rapid a study and upon so brief a trial
of results as the history of the head cities
of Lake Superior permits, to accept the
utmost that has been urged for the future
of these cifies. Yet the argument is in-
teresting. ‘' If,” says the secretary of the
Chamber of Commerce of one of these
twin lake ports—‘‘if a straight line be
drawn uniting Chicago with these ports,
and this line be bisected by another be-
ginning near the eastern end of Lake Su-
perior and extending southwestwardly to
the Gulf of California, near the 27th pax-
allel, this latter line will represent with
geometrical exactness all poiuts that are
equidistant from Chicago and the Supe-
rior ports.,” All places north of the line
will be in the legitimately tributary terri-
tory of the newer ports; and all the rail-
roads in this vast region, which is more
than half of the United States, are now
pointing toward the newer ports as their
ultimate objective, it is said, because they
aim to secure the shortest route to deep-
water navigation. For an example of
the point sought to be made, it is stated
that Denver, Colorado, is 125 miles nearer
the head of Lake Superior than Chicago.
A connection between the new ports and
the Union Pacific Railroad at that point
is an early probability. The Great North-
ern system is almost completed to the
Pacific coast; and the Canadian Pacific
Railroad, which has leased a railway from
Duluth to the other end of Lake Superior,
is about to dip down from a point in
Manitoba to join its new property at Du-
Iuth.

These cities have already been sought
by eight railways, operating 17,514 miles
of roadways. They connect with St. Paul
and Minneapolis and their feeders; they
bring in the produce of the Dakotas, Mon-
tana, Idaho, and Washington ; they con-
nect the twin ports with the lumber and
mineral regions of Minnesota and along
both the north and south shores of Lalke
Superior. Either projected or in course
of construction are other railway lines
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which will lead into Iowa and the corn
belt, and up into the wheat fields of Mani-
toba and the Canadian Northwest.

These lake-side twins themselves real-
ize some of the benefits of that cheap
water transportation which is reached
through them. For instance, the coal
they use comes to them at the same rate
that Chicago gets its coal, and twenty-
five cents a ton cheaper than it can be
supplied to -Minneapolis and St. Paul.
And seven months in the year the job-
bers in the twin lake ports get Eastern
goods at the same cost for transportation
that is paid by the Chicago jobbers.
Thus they have another advantage over
Minneapolis and St. Paul. The flour-
milling industry is one that is rapidly
growing in the twin lake ports. Duluth
has one mill that turns out 2500 barrels
a day, and will double its capacity next
summer, It has another and smaller
mill in operation, and three others are
projected. Duluth may yet become a
very considerable milling point. The
reason is that to ship the flour east from
Minneapolis vid the twin ports (250 miles
neaver than Chicago) costs the millers of
the Flour City ten cents a barrel—the price
of the barrel. This the Duluth miller
saves. The big Minneapolis mills are
eking out their insufficient water-power
with steam, and in the cost of fuel the
lake port mills again have the advantage.

At the extreme western end of Lake
Superior, where it terminates in a bay
called St. Louis, the ancient terrace that
marks a prehistoric coast line of the lake
rises 500 feet in air beside the narrow
beach of the modern level. A river
breaks this terrace, and flows into the
bay, and across that river and bay is a
flat reach of once swampy lowland. The
bluff is on the north side of the sharp
end of the lake, and the houses of Duluth
are perched upon this highland as if they
might be a flock of goats grazing upon
the face of a steep hill. Thus the land
meets the water, and men have built
upon it at Quebec, at Bar Harbor, and ab
minor places in Cornwall and Devon-
shire, England; but the habit in nature
and in man is rare. Naturally Duluth
“has grown most in length along the foot
of the bluff, and the distance from one
sparsely built end to the other broken
and secattering termination is about six
miles. A large fraction of this length is
compactly built along streets that climb
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the hill-side. To prevent a division of
the town by a rocky tongue that once
ran out into the lake, the formidable bar-
rier has been cut away as if it were so
much divt, and the main street runs by
the spot as if the rocks never had been.
To get teams and people up the steepest
part of the hill-side—and perhaps to de-
monstrate anew the inability of nature to
dauntthe Duluth man—an inclined plane,
like a massive slanting elevated railroad,
is now building, and will soon be ready
for the haunling of every sort of load,
whether of wagons, cars, men, or beasts,
up to the top of the hill. Out theve,
among those indomitable people, it is im-
possible to resist the feeling that if the
moon were to take a fixed position perma-
nently just over the city, they would an-
nex it, and find a way to travel quickly
to and from if.

In this little place, that is only ten years
beyond its village condition, if you ascend
the hill you will find that a sorf of ter-
race, an ancient beach on top of it, has
been laid out as a grand parkway or boule-
vard twelve miles long, 200 feet wide, and
half encireling the city. Unfortunately
the larger trees of the one-time forest up
there had been all cut down when fhis
was laid out, but there is plenty of slen-
der timber there for future adornment,
and, better yet, there are several madeap
streams that break upon the edge of the
bluff, and would splatter down upon the
town had they not been controlled and
covered. However, up on the beautiful
Terrace Drive they are novel and beauti-
ful ornaments, and ingenious taste and
skill have made the most of them. From
that terrace one can comprehend and ecan-
not help but admire the city. In the
thickly built heart of it are many costly
modern buildings of great size, and some
of exceeding beauty. The Spalding Ho-
tel, the Lyceum Theatre, the Masonic
Temple, the Chamber of Commerce, a
great school-house, and a railway depot
are among these. Beyond them and the
town lies the harbor made by nature in a
way man could hardly improve upon, ex-
cept as he has eut channels to it. A great
barrier juts out from Minnesota opposite
another from Wisconsin, so that both
form a great and perfect breakwater.
There are two harbors behind fthis bar,
first Superior and then St. Louis bays.
Each city has eut a shipway through the
barrier, and each has built upon its side
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of both harbors an impressive array of
wharves, elevators, and coal, grain, and
ore bins and dumps. The smoke of the
enterprise of both places comes together
in one cloud over both, typifying either
the united purpose to achieve success in
both towns, or the sure result of all efforts
to bring about any sort of union there,
according as you are poetic or practical.
Across the narrow end of the lake, on
the low flat of which I have spoken, you
see Superior, Wisconsin, the rival of Du-
luth, made up of old Superior, West Su-
perior, and South Superior. If is ve-
markable only for its enterprise. It is
not almost unique in the character of its
site, as is Duluth, nor is it pretty or pic-
turesque. It has elbow-room on a great
level platean, and it may spread and wax
great without the let or hinderance of
rocks or bluffs. Ifs plans, as its chief
historian remarks, ‘‘are on a magnificent
scale. Many miles of streets and broad
avenues have been paved for present
needs, and a grand boulevard and park
system anticipate the growth of popula-
tion by some yeavs.” Then the historian
goes on to speak highly of its sewage sys-
tem, ifs eleetric street mofors, the fact
that it is one of the best-lichted cities in
the land; all’ of which the facts justify.
A liberal poliey has led to the establish-
ment of a number of important manu-
facturing establishments in the younger
city, and with each such addition the
spirits and hopes of the community have
risen higher and higher. From the
Lvening Telegram's hand-book upon the
subjeet I gather the following notes of
the possessions and achievements of the
city: It has an area of 37 square miles,
an assessed valuation of $23,000,000, a
bonded indebtedness of about $900,000,
and a tax list of half a million dollars.
It has ten banks, with a million of capital
for all, and surpluses and undivided prof-
its amounting to %216,286. TIfs coal re-
ceipts by boat in 1890 were 1,045,000 tons;
its oil receipts, 115,000 barrels. Its wheat
shipments the same year amounted to
9,318,336 bushels; and in round ficures
it shipped 1,100,000 bushels of corn,
1,300,000 bushels of barvley, and the same
number of barrels of flour. It has a
coal-dock eapacity of 1,500,000 tons, a
grain - elevator capacity of eight and a
half million bushels, five hotels, twenty
churches, seven railways, a street rail-
way, the American Steel Barge Works
Vor. LXXXIV.—No. 502.—5%7
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(where the famous °‘ whaleback” lake
steamers are made), the West Superior
Iron and Steel Works, a carriage factory,
a number of saw-mills, a furniture fac-
tory, and many other smaller works of
various kinds. The population of what
there was of Superior in 1884 was 2000;
in 1889 it was 10,000; in 1890 it was 11,-
983. Now it is variously estimated at
from 15,000 to 20,000.

Duluth is said to owe its foundation to
the grasping demands of those who held
the land on the Wisconsin side of the
bay when Jay Cooke sought a terminal
point there for the Northern Pacific Rail-
road. Now Superior has arisen simulta-
neously with the nearing completion of
the Great Northern Railroad, which trans-
fers its grain and other east-bound
freight from its ears to its great steamers
at Superior.

Duluth had 3500 population in 1880,
and 33,115 in 1890, according to the cen-
sus. This is now called 40,000. Duluth
receives less coal than Superior, but ships
more grain. Her grain shipmentsin 1890,
and from January 1, 1891, to December 15,
1891, were as follows:

| 1880, 1891,
Flour ....... bbls 2,589,384 3,220,273
Wheat .....bush.| 14,090,826 94,492,438
Corn s esnes e 1,458,089 302,503
(813 PSP, i 1,616,635 365,872
Barley ..... bl 130,931 156,497
Flaxseed... ** 51,440 308,363
Ry i i o 20,472

Duluth has extensive iron-works, iron
and steel and steel and tin works, a wood-
turning mill, lumber mills, a furniture
factory, and a woollen mill. The city's
grain-elevators have a combined eapacity
of 21,250,000 bushels. The Iumber inter-
est in Duluth is enormous, but the ecily
itself is one of the great consumers of the
supply, and receives far more than it ships
away. The place is well paved, drained,
and lighted, and has a good water supply
system. As it would say of itself, it is
“‘a hustler "—but so, also, is Superior.

The key-note and countersign of life in
these cities is the word ‘‘hustle.” We
have caught it in the East, but we use it
humorously, just as we once used the
Southern word ‘‘skedaddle,” but out
West the word hustle is not only a seri-
ous term, it is the most serious in the
language. One day,as I sat in the lobby
of one of the great hotels in the older
pair of twin cities, I heard two old friends
greeting one another with ardent expres-
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sions of friendship and delight. They
had not met for a long while, and each
asked about the other’s Lizzie and Fan-
nie and their respective little ones. All
of a sudden I heard one say:

““Well, see you to-night, I suppose. I
have got to go.”

““Where have you got to go to?’ the
other inguired, plainly disappointed that
the pleasant interview was not to be pro-
longed.

““Where?” the other echoed. ‘* Why,
to hustle, of course. I have lost ten min-
utes standing here talking to you. I'm
going out to hustle.”

The word always jars upon the ear
of an Eastern man when it is seriously
spoken, but it is preferable to that other
expression once dominant in the West,
but now all but abandoned. That was
the word “rustle.” The noun a *‘rus-
tler” and the verb '‘fo rustle” meant
precisely what is conveyed by the newer
terms a hustler and to hustle. At the
first blush, as they say out West, rustle
seems the better word. There is a hint
of poetry in the suggestion of the sound
of moving leaves upon the ground or of
the silken dress of a lady moving rapid-
ly. Moreover, that was what the word
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was intended to convey, the idea being
that of a man who moves so rapidly that
the dead leaves upon the earth rustled as
he swept along. But in its origin it is a
word of evil intent, for the cowboys in-
vented if, and applied it to cattle-thieves,
rustlers being the swift raiders who stole
upon grazing cattle on the plains, and
rustled off with as many head, or beasts,
as they could get away with. There-
fore rustle is the worse word of the two.
But to one who lives where neither word
is in familiar use there is little choice,
since the actual meaning of hustle is not
far different from that of jostle. DBoth
imply a serious and even brutal lack of
consideration for other persons, who are
elbowed and pushed out of the way by
the hustler as rowdies are hustled along
by the police.

Both Duluth and Superior are mainly
dependent upon the lake system of navi-
gation, and both complain that its limita-
tions greatly retard their growth, and re-
sist the growing demands of the shippers
of the Northwest. In another article,
upon Lake Superior, the situation in
which these cities find themselves, and
the need of prompt action by the govern-
ment, will receive attention.

ALFONSO XII, PROCLAIMED KING OF SPAIN.
A NEW CHAPTER OF MY MEMOIRS
BY MR, DE BLOWITZ.

T was only in October, 1872, if I remem-

ber rightly—for his letter bears no date
—that Laurence Oliphant informed me
that in a letter which he had just received,
Mr. Mowbray Morris, then manager of the
Times, and therefore charged with the
duty of the appointment of the corre-
spondents of the paper and their assist-
ants, had asked him fo tell me that I was
to remain definitely under his orders, Mr.
Charles Austin continuing to be attached
to the Paris office as second correspondent,

Soon after, Laurence Oliphant proposed
that I should take up my abode with his
mother and himself, occupying with them
a small house with court and garden in
the Rue du Centre, now the Rue Lamen-
nais. Oliphant and his mother occupied
the first floor; my wife, my adopted daugh-
ter, and I occupied the second floor. The
upper stories, as well as the dining-room
on the ground-floor, were common to us

both: we took our meals together, my
wife having charge of all the domestic
arrangements. The anxieties and practi-
cal difficulties atiendant upon the man-
agement of a double household of this
sort were beyond the power of Mrs. Oli-
phant, Like so many English ladies who
have spent much time in the colonies, she
had always been in the habit of shifting
the responsibility of domestic and house-
hold worries upon others and upon her
minor servants.

We met every day at meals, al noon
and at seven o'clock. In the morning I
went to Versailles, which was then the
centre of political information. By lunch-
eon I was back in Paris, and we discussed
the information that I had gathered, con-
sidering it from the point of view of its
value for our correspondence, which from
the pen of Laurence Oliphant appeared in
a style of refined humor and incisiveness





