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WILLIAM BRANFORD SHUBRICK.

HE counfry can ill afford to lose the

memory of its best men. Every pure
and upright life has an inherent value much
beyond ordinary calculation. But when a
manly life thus pure, thus upright, and pro-
longed to a period of more than fourscore
years, is given with noble fidelity fo the
public service, it aftains a dignity which
commands our grafeful homage.
. William Branford Shubrick, the sixth son
and ninth child of a family of sixteen, was
born October 31, 1790, on Bull’s Island, one
of those islands of the Southern sea-board
yielding the beautiful long cotton of Caro-
lina. The island, which derived its name

from Governor Bull, was then the property
of Colonel Thomas Shubrick, who had ren-
dered gallant service to the country in the
war of the Revolution, entering the army
when little more than twenty, and acting
suceessively as aid to General Lincoln and to
General Greene in the most important cam-
paigns of the Southern department.

From Belvedere, the home plantation of
Clolonel Thomas Shubrick, six sons passed
into the military service of the couniry, the
two elder, Thomas and Richard, who both
died young, in the army, the four younger
in the navy. John Templer and William
Branford Shubrick entered the naval serv-
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ice the same year, in 1806, Lieutenant John
Templer Shubrick, after being engaged in
geveral important actions of the war of 1812,
and receiving a medal for his gallant con-
duct in the Hornet, was taken prisoner in the
President in 1815, and carried to Bermuda.
At the proclamation of peace, a few weeks
later, he returned home, and in May sailed
again with the squadron of Commodore De-
catur, bound for the Mediterranean to settle
the difficulties with Algiers. Forty days aft-
er the squadron sailed from America, Com-
modore Decatur compelled the Dey to sign
a satisfactory treaty at Algiers. Lieutenant
Shubriek was then placed in command of
the FEpervier and sent home, bearing with
him the treaty of peace. But the Epervier
never made her port. She was seen to pass
the rock of Gibraltar early in July, but from
that hour nothing is known of her course.
Her fate remains one of the solemn mysteries
of the deep.

The life of William Branford Shubrick
was prolonged many years beyond those of
his brothers. Born but a few months after
the final adoption of the Constitution, he

lived to see the vast panorama of vigorous'

national development unfolding about him,
year after year, with marvelous rapidity.
And in the midst of this impressive growth
there came one great crisis after another—
foreign wars, political changes, financial
struggles, and at last treachery, conspiracy,
and civil war threatening the very life of
the mation. During all those fourscore
years, and in the midst of those convulsions,
he held with simple manly dignity the posi-
tion he had taken in:early youth: brave,
upright, faithful, generous, a frue American
gentleman.

It was in the summer of 1806 that the lad
of sixteen received his warrant as a mid-
shipman, and made his first cruise in the
Wasp, Captain Smith. The navy was then
in a very feeble condition. There was lit-
tle, one should suppose, to attract a yonth
of spirit fo the service. At that date the
country had not a single ship of the line.
The miserable policy of defending the har-
bors, bays, and sounds of a vast coast hy
gun-boats alone had been adopted by the
government. With a commerce that al-
ready carried the flag of the republic into
all the seas of the known world, the armed
marine of the nation was treated with a
neglect sirangely short-sighted. The com-
mereial shipping of the country already
amounted to a tonmage of 1,200,000. And
yet there was but one station where an
American crniser was ever seen. The inso-
lence of the Barbary pirates had rendered
it imperatively necessary to keep a small
squadron of two or three vessels in the
Mediterranean. But this was the only for-
cign station. Neither was there any reg-
ular home squadron, although there were
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constant complaints of irregular proceed-
ings and molestations on the part of English
and French cruisers at the very mouths of
the principal harbors of the country. Bub
with all this neglect of the navy on the
part of the government, the spirit of the
people was thoroughly maritime, as, indeed,
it always had been from the time of the
earliest colonists. There were in every gen-
eration many gallant youths to whom the
life of a sailor was full of atfraction, for
whom perils and adventures found an addi-
tional charm from their connection with
the ocean. And already in 1806 the per-
sonal character of the navy, if we may use
the phrase, stood very high ; the gallantry
of its small but brilliant corps of officers
had given dignity to the service in spite
of neglect by the government. The four
years’ war with Tripoli had just closed, and
the glow of its daring achievements was
still felt throughout the country.

During the first years of his life as a mid-
shipman, Mr. Shubrick, in common with all
his brother officers, must have had many
annoyances to endure from the uncertain,
short-sighted policy of the government con-
cerning that arm of the public service. If
was the period of the impressment of Amer-
ican seamen by the English anthorities, and
the period when commanders of British cruis-
ers held themselves amthorized to search
American vessels of war for deserters—in
short, it was the day when the Chesapealke
lowered her flag to the Leopard.

In May, 1807, Mr. Shubrick was ordered to
the Wasp, a beantiful sloop carrying eight-
een guns, under the command of Captain
Smith, and destined for the Mediterranean,
On the 10th of June the Wasp sailed for En-
gland, bearing dispatches. The vessel had
been but a few days in English waters when
her officers received the news of the blow to
the Chesapeake. They were burning with in-
dignation at this insult to the flag. War
was looked for immediately. Guns were
overhanled, magazines examined, and all
prepared for a desperate conflict. The offi-
cers and erew were constantly put through
all the maneuvres of a severe naval battle.
And every other ship in the navy carried on
the same practice, not only af the moment, -
but until the declaration of war, five years
later. This vigilance and severe diseipline
prepared the way for future vietories. In
October the Mediterranean squadron return-
ed to Boston. Mr. Shubrick remained in the
Wasp, which was employed in enforcing the
embargo, until 1810. Not only the com-
mander, Captain Lawrence, but “all the of-
ficers,” wrote Mr. Shubrick, at a later day,
“were of high character, and in such a
sehool and at such a time our young aspir-
ant was in the way to learn his duty”
Captain Lawrence became his fast friend.
And at this time he also formed an intimacy
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with one of his messmates, a midshipman |

like himself, whose home was in the Otsego
hills. It was an infimacy which ripened
into a manly friendship, warm, deep, and
lasting, remaining unbroken until the last
hours of life. Mr. Shubrick’s friend left the
navy a year or two later, on his marriage,
and became a farmer, and later still a writer,
but he was through life a sailor at heart, and
the sympathy between them remained sin-
gularly true and deep from early youth to
old age.

The war cloud hanging over the country
varied frequently in aspect, now apparenfly
dispersing under negotiation, then growing
darker, laden with fresh outrage of the laws
and rights of nations. At length, in 1812,
came the crisis. It found the naval service
of the eountry utterly inadequate to the du-
ties of protecting a vast mercantile marine
and of defending 2000 miles of sea-board. In
the year 1812 the navy of Great Britain reg-
istered 1060 sail, of which between seyven
and eight hundred were in effective condi-
tion—much the most powerful naval force
the world had ever seen; more powerful,
indeed, at that hour than the armed ma-
rines of all other Christian powers fogether,
America at the same date had just seventeen
vessels of war in effective condition, and nine
of these were of a class less than frigates.
It is frue, there were the gun-boats; buf
of what avail that entire diminutive fleef
against any one of the twenty powerful
squadrons which England could at a mo-
ment send upon the American coast? “If
is not to be concealed,” says the author of
the History of the Navy, “that at this pre-
cise moment three two-decked ships of the
enemy could have driven the whole of the
public marine of America before them.”

After the declaration of war, Mr, Shubrick
made one cruise in the Hornet, Captain Law-
rence, and saw the fine chase of the Belvi-
dera by the frigate Constitution, Commodore
Rodgers, and the escape of the English ves-
gel, so skillfully managed by her command-
er. In January, 1813, he was promoted, and
transferred as lieutenant to the Constellation,
Captain Stewart, fitting out at Washington.
As soon as the vessel was ready for sea, she
dropped down abreast of Craney Island to
cover the fortifications recently begun on
that ground.

Some twenty ships of the line of the ene-
my’s force, among them the flags of two ad-
mirals, were cruising before Hampton Roads.
On the 18th three frigates came into the
roads, one, the Junon, moving up to the quar-
antine ground and destroying some small
vessels. On the 20th, in a misty night, a
flotilla of fifteen gun-boats, one under Lieu-
tenant Shubrick, was sent ouf to attack the
English vessel, Forming in a crescent, the
flotilla. poured a brisk cannonade into the
frigate. It was some time before this fire

was refurned, as the commander of the Ju-
non would appear to have been taken by
surprise, and, indeed, the defense was so
feeble that this vessel might possibly have
been captured by the gun-boats had it not
been for her two consorts moving to her
support. When the engagement had con-
tinued about an hour, the flotilla was sig-
naled to withdraw. The boat commanded
by Lieutenanf Shubrick happened to be
nearest to the enemy. “That brave young
officer,” said Commodore Tatnall, an eye-
witness, “obeyed the order very slowly, and
continued to blaze away at the frigate. This
caused the concentration of the enemy’s fire
upon that single boat. Still he moved off
slowly, firing as he refreated, until a signal
made especially for him directed him to
withdraw and fake in tow a disabled gun-
boat.” This he did without losing a single
man. With the next flood tide a fleet of
fourteen sail of the enemy came into the
roads, and, ascending to the mouth of the
James, prepared to send up a large force in
hoats., As the defense of the batteries on
Craney Island was of great moment, Cap-
tain Cassin, then in command at Norfolk,
gent three lientenants of the Constellation,
among them Lieutenant Shubrick, with 100
seamen, to take charge of the principal bat-
teries. On the morning of the 22d the en-
emy landed a large force at a point beyond
the reach of the gun-boats, and, rather later,
a landing was also attempted on Craney Isl-
and at a point protected from the gun-boats,
but exposed to the fire of the seamen’s bat-
tery. The fire from this battery, one gun
of which was commanded by Lieutenant
Shubrick, is said to have been delivered
with singular coolness and precision. If was
go effectnal that the enemy was repulsed.
So great was the British force, however,
before Hampton Roads that the good ship
Constellation was not able to work her way
out tosea. Sheremainedblockaded through-
out the war. It is said that during those
three years of naval warfare England had
100 pennants of admirals and commodores
flying on the American coast. Lientenant
Shubrick, unwilling to remain idle, left the
blockaded ship,and was transferred, as third
lientenant of six, to the Constitution, Captain
Stewart, which had just been refitted at
Boston. This celebrated vessel, always a
favorite with officers and men, had already
received in nautical parlance the name of
«Qld Irongides”” In February, 1815, the
Constitution was cruising between Portugal
and the Cape Verd Islands, where, on the
20th, two vessels of the enemy were seen in
the offing, one a small frigate, the other a
large sloop of war. After much nautical
manceuyring to prevent a junction be-
tween the enemy’s vessels, the Constifution,
at six in the evening, showed her ensign as
a challenge, and prepared for immediate
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action, engaging both vessels of the enemy |
at the same time. The battle was fought
by moonlight. Nothing could exceed the
beautiful maneuvring of the Constitution be-
tween her two anfagonists ; often shrouded
in a dense cloud of smolke, her guns were
then silent; then again, a moment later,
when the moonlight revealed her foe, one
broadside was poured out: after another
with terrible rapidity. At a eritical mo-
ment, as the cloud of smoke rose, both ves-
sels of the enemy were seen close at hand,
and both in positions favorable to them-
selves. The Constitution poured a broadside
into the ship abreast of her, and at the same
moment handled her sails with such singu-
lar skill that the instant she had delivered
her fire she backed swiftly astern, compell-
ing the vessel in her rear to move her posi-
tion, in order to avoid a raking fire in the
opposite direction. Thelarger ship soon aft-
er struck. It was the Cyane. An hour lafer
the Constitution was looking for her enemy’s
consort, which had been partially disabled,
but which now prepared to renew the ac-
tion. The fire of the Constitution was so
well delivered, however, that every gun told,
and the vessels were so near that the rip-
ping of the enemy’s planks was heard by the
American officers. The gallant Englishman
was compelled to strike. The vessel proved
to be the Levant, and Lieutenant Shubrick
was sent on board to take possession. In
this remarkable moon-lit battle Captain
Stewart, with one vessel opposed to two,
handled the Constitution with such consum-
mate skill that the conflict has always been
considered as among the most brilliant nau-
tical manceeuvring on record.

Lieutenant Shubrick had a narrow escape
after the battle was over. He was standing
on deck, attending to his duties, when a por-
tion of the mast fell and struck him on the
head. He was stunned, and would proba-
bly have been killed had it not been for the
iron hoarding cap which he still wore. The
iron was indented by the blow, and he re-
ceived a wound on the skull which, in heal-
ing, left a small protuberance. This at a
later day proved a puzzle to phrenologists,
to his own great amusement, The Eagle of
the Cincinnati was sent to Lieutenant Shu-
brick by the South Carolina branch of the
order at the close of the war, after the loss
of his elder brother in the Epervier, and in
especial acknowledgment of his own per-
sonal services.

During the years of peace which followed
the war of 1812 Lieutenant Shubrick was
much in society, where he was always a
great favorite. There was a peculiar charm
in his manner which from early manhood to
old age made him a delightful companion.

This rare charm of manner was, indeed, in
him a high personal merit, for it was entire-
ly frank and unstudied, the healthful out-

flow of a generous, courteous, manly nature.
There was the polish of high-breeding, but
it was the harmony of a fine individual char-
acter underlying the surface which gave the
charm of life and reality. For a gentleman-
1y naval officer & manner more happy could
scarcely be conceived. And his personal ap-
pearance was equally in his fayor: feature,
form, and carriage‘were all manly and dis-
tinguished; the position of his head was
fine, slightly thrown back, but as easy as
possible, while the frank, fearless, often joy-
ous look from the brown eye, and the smile,
always kindly and often delicately express-
ive of wit or humor, gave additional attrac-
tion to the face.

In September, 1815, Lieutenant Shubrick
was married to Miss Harriet Cordelia Weth-
ered, daughter of John Wethered, Esq., of
the Eastern Shore of Maryland—a marriage
which remained unbroken for nearly fifty-
nine years.

He went to the Mediterranean rather later
as flag-lieutenant of Commodore Hull. In
1820 he received his commission as com-
mander. In 1829 he was ordered fo the
command of the Lexington, and made a cruise
on the coast of Labrador for the protection
of the American fisheries. At the close of
the fishing season he went to the West In-
dies and brought home the remains of Com-
modore Perry. In 1830, the period of the
Nullification troubles, he was af the navy-
yard in Washington. His commission as
captain dates from 1831, During four years,
from 1833 fio 1837, he was employed on ord-
nance duty, and from this period, as experi-
ence gave additional value to his services, he
was often engaged in various practical du-
ties of importance connected with the navy,
and repeatedly received the assurance of the
entire confidence of successive Secretaries at
the head of the department. His high rep-
utation for fidelity, integrity, promptness,
and business capacity was indeed well earn-
ed by earnest devotion to every dufy in-
trusted to him, whether ashore or afloat.

In 1839 Captain Shubrick first hoisted his
broad pennant as commodore, in command
of the West India squadron. On his return,
in 1840, he was placed in command of the
navy-yard at Norfolk, In 1844 he received
from the Governor of South Carolina a sword
of greaf beauty in degign and execution, as a
testimonial of the just appreciation in which
his services were held by his native State.
The resolution of the Legislature which ac-
companied the sword expressed very strong-
ly their “high sense of his distinguished
gallantry and good conduct.” In 1845-46
he was again engaged in ordnance duty.

On the 13th of May, 1846, war was de-
clared against Mexico. Commodore Shu-
brick was then in command of the navy-
yard at Washington. May 14 he offered
himself to the department for active serv-
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ice, and a few days later was informed that
the Secretary wished him to go to the Pa-
cific to take command of the squadron on
the western coast. June 1 the Secretary,
Mr. Mason, wrote to him as follows:

“ Commopore,—You will hold yourself in readiness
to proceed in the United States ship Independence to

the Pacific, for the command of the United States na-
val forces on that station.”

Again, .J‘uly 9, the Secretary wrote as follows:

*Commonone,—You are herein appointed to the com-
mand of the United States naval forces in the Pacific
Ocean, to relieve Commodore John T, Sloat.”

The Independence was lying at Boston, in
an unfinished state, and with a new crew,
but the broad pennant of the commodore
was hoisted on the vessel August 10, and
on the 29th she was reported ountside of
Boston Light. The Independence arrived at
Valparaiso December 2. Commodore Bid-
dle had arrived at the same port only a few
hours earlier with the squadron from the
Fast Indies. There was a singular incon-
sistency in the orders he had received from
the department and those given to Commo-
dore Shubrick. The orders to Commodore
Biddle were worded as follows:

¢ May 16, 1846,

“ Commonore,—A state of war has heen declared by
Congress to exist between the United States and the
republic of Mexico. You will therefore, with all pos-
gible dispatch, appear with the squadron under your
command off California, and take command of the Pa-
cific squadron.”

Commodore Biddle was the senior officer,
The orders to Commodore Shubrick were
essentially the same, and of later date. Se-
rious difficulties might, under less favorable
circumstances, have resulted from this ir-
regularity in the orders from the depart-
ment. But it was the first wish of both of-
ficers to serve the country faithfully. In
aceordance with naval etiquette, Commo-
dore Biddle, as senior officer, took command.
Commodore Shubrick sailed immediately for
Monterey, where he arrived in eight days
from Valparaiso, the voyage from Boston
round the continent, including delays, hav-
ing been made in the remarkably short time
of 146 days. He proceeded immediately to
organize and discipline the forces. On the
arrival of Commodore Biddle, in April, he
hoisted the red pennant of a snbordinate
commander, and was sent to blockade Maz-
atlan. He was soon recalled to Monterey,
however, when Commodore Biddle informed
him officially that he was about fo give up
the command and return home. Commo-
dore Shubrick then laid before the depart-
ment the plans he had already made for
taking possession of all the ports on the
western coast of Mexico. On the 19th of
July the command was formally transferred
to him, and he immediately prepared for
active operations. A supply of small-arms
was procured, and having drilled the sea-
men of the squadron thoroughly in their

use for service ashore, the commander-in-
chief directed Captain Lavalette to proceed
to the Gulf of California with the Congress
and the Porésmouth, and to commence op-
erations by taking possession of Guaymas,
nearly at the head of the gulf—an order
which was handsomely executed. On the
27th of October Commodore Shubrick sail-
ed from Monterey for Cape San Lucas with
the Independence and the Cyane, Captain Du-
pont. At S8an Lucas he was joined by Cap-
tain Lavalette in the Congress. After tal-
ing possession of San José, the principal
mart of Lower California, and a resort of
our whalers, and quieting some disturbances
at Todos Santos, he sailed for Mazatlan with
the Independence, the Congress, and the Cyane.

Mazatlan was then the most important
point on the western coast of North Amer-
iea, containing 11,000 inhabitants, with a
garrison of some 1200 regular troops. On
the 10th of November the American fleet
came in gight of the town. A plan of the
coast and harbor had been given to the com-
manders, and the position to be taken by
each vessel marked on this chart. The
wind was moderate, and evening was at
hand. The commander-in-chief inquired if
the ships could take their positions after
dark. The answer from all was affirmative.
They were then ordered to proceed. Maz-
atlan is built on a peninsula. There is a
bend in the outer shore, called the “Old
Harbor.” The Congress led off in fine style,
and swept into position in this outer har-
bor. The shore being low here, the ship
from this point could command several of
the roads leading from the town, and effect-
ively cover the landing, should the surf al-
low this reach of the shore to be chosen for
the purpose. It was considered a hazard-
ous anchorage, but a position favorable for
attack, and boldly taken in the dim evening
light. The Cyane moved onward into the
New Harbor, her light dranght enabling her
to anchor so close to the bar that her guns
could reach the wharf, and cover a landing
there. The flag-ship Independence mean-
while stood off for another slight bend in
the shore, where a brealkin the hills gives a
view eastward of the most important part
of the town. Steadily she made her way in
the darkness to the position allotted to her,
dropped her anchor, and swinging round,
her stern almost in the rollers, the proud
ship showed her imposing gun-deck tier of
lights to the town. No vessel had ever be-
fore taken the anchorage chosen by Commo-
dore Shubrick for his flag-ship on that No-
vember evening. An English vessel of war
was lying at anchor in the harbor, and her
officers expressed their admiration strongly
at the skillfnl manner in which the three
vessels took their different positions, invest-
ing the town so effectnally.

Early on the morning of the 11th Mazat-
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lan was summoned to surrender. Colonel
Telles, the commander of the port, tore up
the letter of Commodore Shubrick, with in-
solent threats. Orders were then given for
an immediate landing. The town was not
to be bombarded, but to be taken by assault.
Owing to the condition of the surf, no at-
tempt to land could he made from without,
and it became necessary to enter the harbor
in Dboats, and .to land at the wharf. The
boats of the different ships entered the har-
bor in three lines, commanded by their re-
spective officers, Commodore Shubrick di-
recting their movements in person. IFive
pieces of artillery, recently captured in
Lower California, and under the command
of Lieutenant Livingston, accompanied the
detachment. The Cyane sprung her broad-
side, to cover the landing if necessary. The
movement of the boats was swift ; the men
were soon ashore, and formed into compa-
nies while the artillery was landing. The
whole force, 600 strong, then began their
march toward the cuartel or fort which
protected the town. They had expected
decided opposition, the Mexican force being
nearly two to one, exclusive of the inhab-
“itants of the town, which in itself offered
many natural facilities for defense ; but the
threats of Colonel Telles proved idle bluster.
The Mexicans, who had recently fought with
determined resistance on several occasions
in California, now retreated withont strik-
ing a blow. Commodore Shubrick marched
his foree through the town to the cnartel
without opposition, and the American flag
was hoisted under a salute from the Inde-
pendence. Measures were immediately taken
for the defense of the captured town; a
garrison of seamen and marines was organ-
ized, and Captain Lavalette appointed gov-
ernor. The squadron moved into the har-
bor ; the terms of occupation were arranged
with the municipal junta; the custom-house
was opened, and a tariff of duties, modified
to suit the trade of the coast, was establish-
ed. In five months more than $250,000 of
duties was collected at this porf. Redoubts
were erected and manned on the landward
side of the town to anticipate an attack,
and sorties were frequently made to drive
© the Mexican force farther back into the
country. The towns, and ofher lesser places
captured, were held until the close of the
war, but the large force required on shore
for this purpose prevented Commodore Shu-
brick from fully carrying out his original
plan of taking possession of Acapuleco and
other small ports to the southward. In
July, 1848, on the proclamation of peace, he
returned home in the Independence.
His first duty after the Mexican war was
connected wifh the ordnance department.
In the summer of 1851 he left his home in
Washington and came up into the high-
lands of Otsego. The friend of his youth,

from whom he had never known a moment's
estrangement, was fatally ill. The half-
paralyzed hand could no longer hold the
pen, but the mind was still active, and the
heart warm as ever. At that moment, in-
deed, within a few weeks of his death, Mr.
Cooper was dictating passages connected
with a continuation of the History of the
Nawy, and another work which his sanguine
spirit still hoped to finish. The friends en-
joyed some pleasant, peaceful days togeth-
er; both were cheerful and buoyant by na-
ture. They parted with the affection of
nearly fifty years still warm and true. It
was their last meeting on earth; but the
survivor carried with him an affectionate
regard for the memory of his friend for
nearly a quarter of a century longer, until
the latest days of his own life,

In August, 1852, a Light-house Board was
established by act of Congress. Commodore
Shubrick was placed on the board, and be-
came its chairman, a position he held for
nineteen years, although there were inter-
ruptions when his services were required
elsewhere.

In the summer of 1853 he was employed
on important and eritical duty connected
with the vexed question of the fisheries.
The aspect of affairs was threatening. A
little rough handling of the subject might
have brought on war, Perhaps no better
testimony to the value of his services and
his high personal character could be found
than the choice of Commodore Shubrick for
this delicate duty. In his hands the honor
of the country would be safe beyond all
doubt, while at the same time his discre-
tion, his sense of justice, and the courfesy
of manner for which he was distinguished
would temper his decision. In July he
sailed from Portsmouth, New Hampshire,
in command of the squadron ordered to the
fishing grounds, the Princelon bearing his
broad pennant. The work allofited to him
was very thoronghly done. Preliminary in-
quiries were made of the collectors of our
own Eastern ports, and of fhe principal
houses directly connected with the fisher-
ies. The Princeton then proceeded to Hali-
fax, where Commodore Shubrick met Vice-
Admiral Seymour, commanding the naval
forces of England on that station. The
conference with Admiral Seymour seftled
satisfactorily the most pressing questions
under temporary arrangements, looking for-
ward to a treaty of reciprocity on the same
subject then under consideration, and which
was signed the following year. The En-
glish authorities in the Provinces, both eivil
and military, were very decided in thejr
gratification at the just and conciliatory
course taken by Commodore Shubrick and
his officers on this occasion. As usual, the
diseipline of the fleet was excellent. A brill-
iant public entertainment was given by the
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civil and military authorities of Prince Ed-
ward Island to Commodore Shubrick and his
officers at fthe close of the cruise. The au-
thorities at Washington on the return of the
squadron expressed their approbation very
strongly. The department ““was struck with
the amount of service rendered, and with
the good judgment with which it was com-
bined,” and expressed its *admiration for
the promptness, energy, and cheerful zeal
shown by the flag-officer and all nnder his
command.”

After a renewal of difficulties a few years
later, Commodore Shubrick lived to see the
inauguration of a happier era in 1871, when
the old forms of a subtle diplomacy were ex-
changed for the more manly principle of up-
right arbitration.

In 1858 there was again an interruption
to the duties of Commodore Shubrick at
the Light-house Board. He was once more
afloat. For some years there had been dif-
ficulties between the government of the
United States and that of Paraguay, pro-
ceeding from the jealousy of Lopez, who
aimed at retaining a monopoly of the com-
merce of the country in his own hands.
At that date in Paraguay the government
was the chief merchant and manufacturer.
True, a decree of 1845 had nominally open-
ed the country to foreigners, and in conse-
quence of this decree an American compa-
ny of some importance had purchased lands
and established mills and factories on the
Paraguay River, some miles below Asun-
cion, the capital. The gross injustice of
Lopez to this company, the obstacles thrown
in its way, the vexations it endured, fermi-
nated at length in the arbitrary closing of
the cigar factory by the government of Par-
aguay. Personal insults to the American
consul and other citizens of the United
States also required redress. And finally,
when the Water Witch, Commander Page,
ascended the river, prepared to exchange
the ratification of a treaty already agreed
upon between the two governments, she was
fired upon by a Paraguayan fort. To settle
these difficulties, and to show to the coun-
fries in the southern hemisphere the force
at the command of the United States, a
powerful fleet was sent into those waters,
consisting, said President Buchanan in his
Message, of “nineteen armed vessels, great
and small, carrying 200 guns and 2500 men,
under the command of the veteran and gal-
lant Shubrick.” Commodore Shubrick sail-
ed from New York in the Sabine, his flag-
ship, October 17. When three days out, the
ship was sfruck by a cyclone, which lasted
three days, and threw her on her beam ends.
For five hours she was kept down, straining
under the terrible force of the hurricane,
the roaring of the tempest sounding, said
Commodore Shubrick at a later day, as the
howling of infuriated wild animals in a for-

est might be supposed to sound. Every pre-
cantion had been taken at the approach of
the gale, and the vessel was lying to under
bare poles. Had she been scudding, she
must have foundered. Such at least was
the opinion of her officers. An examination
of her condition after the hurricane proved
her to be too much crippled to proceed on
the long voyage before her. She was tal-
en to Bermuda, where the authorities court-
eously offered every assistance, and she was
repaired in the dry-dock. With the excep-
tion of this delay, the expedition was en-
tirely successful. All difficulties were sat-
isfactorily adjnsted. The commissioner, Mr.
Bowlin, arrived at Asuncion. January 25,

1859, and in three weeks all the objects of

his mission were thoroughly accomplished.

A fleet of nineteen vessels so well command-

ed proved the best possible argument in

favor of the just demands of the commis-

sioner. “To the zeal, energy, discretion,

and courteous and gallant bearing of Flag-

officer Shubrick and the officers under his

command in conducting an expedition far
into the interior of a remote country, en-
countering not only great physical difficul-

ties, but the fears and apprehensions and’
prejudices of numerous states, is the coun-

try largely indebted for the success of the

enterprise and for the friendly feeling which

now prevails toward the United States in

all that part of South America.” Such was

the report of the Secretary of the Navy.

The simple dignity and the kindly courfesy

of bearing natural to Commodore Shubrick

never failed to attract the respect and re-

gard of all whom he met on official duty.

“He represented ns abroad with men of

high rank better than any officer we ever

had,” said Admiral Dupont. General Ur-

quiera, President of the Argentine Repub-

lic, received him with especial honors, and

presented him with a handsome sword in

testimony of “respect for his high charac-

ter.” Congress, by joint resolution, allowed

him to accept this beautiful sword—a grace-

ful close to his last service afloat.

The grave crisis which convulsed the en-
tire country was now at hand. We all re-
member the firing of the first gun, the roll
of the first drum, calling brother to arm
against brother. Those were sounds which
seemed to pierce our very heart’s core. And
we can all remember the deep anxiety with
which we awaited intelligence of the course
taken by this or that distinguished public
man. Onewaswavering, another was stead-
fast, another had deserted the flag and the
country, Probably among the military of-
ficers, whether of the army or the mavy,
there was not one placed in a position more
painful, not one more sorely tried, than Ad-
miral Shubrick. The first gun in that frat-

rigidal strife was fired at Charleston, within
sight of his paternal home at Belvedere.
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The first State to take the fatal step of se-
cession was his native State, in whose early
history he had always felt a just and hon-
orable pride. In many of the best homes
in Charleston, on many plantations of the
State, were men, women, and children with
kindred Dlood to his own flowing in their
veins, Searce a public man in Carolina of
honorable name and character who was not
known to him ; very many were his friends.
His high standing as an officer and his per-
sonal character rendered his example of im-
portance to the Confederate leaders : stren-
uous efforts were made to shake his loyalty
by those high in anthority in Carolina. The
natural strength of his feelings, the unusual
warmth of his attachments, must have giv-
en additional force to the trial. We draw
the veil over what fto a man like himself
must have been hours of angnish. The re-
sult is known. No subtlety conld mislead
his honest mind. No flattery could blind
him to plain duty. No force of cufting
abuse could move him. He remained at
his post in Washington, and after the de-
feat at Bull Run offered himself to the gov-
ernment for active service. At this date he
even volunteered to aid in defending the
forts near Washington.

In December, 1861, Congress passed a law
ereating a retired list, whereby all navy of-
ficers are considered “retired” after forty-
five years' service, or on attaining the age
of sixty-two years. At the time of the pas-
sage of this law Commodore Shubrick had
falfilled both of these conditions. But the
department used a discretionary power in
the application of the law ; some exceptions
were made, and Commodore Shubrick con-
tinued for ten years longer to discharge the
duties of chairman of the Light-house Board.
In 1862 he received his commission as rear-
admiral on the retired list.

Men of upright and unprejudiced minds
as they move onward fhrough life are often
gradually led fo raise their eyes higher.
Such is the natural result of experience.
Holy truths which, though acknowledged,
ave yet half forgotfen in fhe passionate day
of youth, rise more clearly before the mind
at a period of greater calm and thonghtful-
ness. Fidelity to every duty, however se-
vere and onerous, however trivial and irk-
some, was perhaps the most striking vir-
tue in the character of Admiral Shubrick.
With him, to know a duty was to perform
it, at whatever sacrifice. And there was
also a manly humility in his nature which
was a fine element in a character so noble.
This fidelity to duty, this generous humil-
ity, led him year by year nearer to his God.
Born and baptized in the Episcopal Church,
he became in mature life a faithful com-
municant of that Church. His attendance
at public worship was regular not only
on Sunday, but at other services. During

Lent, in the cold gray dawn of the winfer
mornings his manly figure was daily seen
moving toward the parish church for the
early prayers. Yes, and following in his
steps came another manly figure from the
same household, more humble, less erect,
with the gray head and dark face of “ Uncle
Simon,” a worthy freedman, honored and es-
teemed by many who knew him in Washing-
ton. Master and servant knelt daily togeth-
er at those early services.

Years passed over. He had counted the
allotted threescore and ten, and still he was
engaged in public duties, giving faithful at-
tention to his work, and making journeys
of inspection from time to time to different
points of the coast. And he was sfill a
charming companion, the reverence felt for
his venerable character and increasing years
adding a higher interest to the pleasure he
had always carried with him into society.
His private life from early youth had been
one of singular beauty, pure, faithful, gen-
erous, manly, in all its varied relations. In
1871 Congress passed a law relieving all re-
tired officers from duty. The work of Ad-
miral Shubrick as chairman of the Light-
house Board ceased at that date, which
closed a service of sixty-five years, during
which he had been unemployed only six
years and eight months.

His general health had now become im-
paired, and his sight was seriously affected.
He was compelled to give up reading, which
through life had been one of his greatest
pleasures. The bright joyous manner nat-
ural to him was now gradually passing away
into the quiet of advanced age, though oe-
casionally with an old friend he had still a
great deal to say in his usual pleasant way.
Attachment to his friends remained unabat-
ed, and his affections vividly warm to the
last. And he was still interested in all pub-
lic events of importance, whether at home
or abroad, hearing the papers read morning
and evening. The blindness he had feared
never darkened his sight entirely. The
dignity of extreme old age was in him
very touching, and those who were with
him most frequently felt that the loveliness
of his character and manner counld scarcely
be described with foll justice.

Surrounded by far more than common
love and reverence and devotion, he died
peacefully, at his house in Washington, May
24, 1874, wanting but a few months of com-
pleting his eighty-fourth year.

The general order issued by the Secretary
of the Navy on the same day,-announcing
the death of Rear-Admiral Shubrick, closes
with the following passage: ““In every trust
committed to him during life he has de-
served well of the republic, and, dying, he
leaves to the service the conspicuous exam-
ple of a life of wisdom, courtesy, courage,

and spotless honor.”





