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‘Tt is nearly time to be under way for
the picnie,” he remarked. “What can have
become of that boy of yours, old chap ¥

“Before he comes,” said Cathbert, rousing
himself and passing his hand up over his
forehead with a sigh, “I wanf you to listen
to a few more enigmas about the picture.”

“Make haste, then, for here he is!” Go-
lightley exclaimed, from the window-seat.

In a minute Garth's forcible step was
heard through the house. He flung open
the kitchen door abruptly, and seeing his
father seated alone at the table, came for-
ward with his cap still on his head, and his
face flushed and frowning. He sat down
opposite his father, and pulled a letter out
of his pocket, the envelope of which bore a
foreign postmarlk.

PARTIES AND PREACHERS OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

T would seem, at a first glance, that any
history of a nation or of an institution
which should consist almost exclusively of
biographical sketches and anecdotfal remi-
niscences of its most eminent official char-
acters would not be very close or very phil-
osophical. So many elements, operating
from beneath as well from above, and pro-
ceeding from without as well as from with-
in, combine to form the warp and woof of
history; there are so many influences, some
of them pressing silently and unobtrusively
through long periods of time, but yet with
steady and even obstinate force, which
weave cirenmstances and shape events; the
people are ever such important though offen
unrecognized factors in every problem af-
fecting the growth of a nation or of a sys-
tem, or even of the evolution of a religion
or of a philosophy: so numerous and recip-
rocal, 8o inextricably implicated and deftly
interwoven, are these various forees, that
any record which ignores either of them, or
fails to assign them their due influence—
whether to retard or to hasten, fo hold in
equilibrium or to push on in advance, to de-
velop to perfection or to ripen into decay
and dissolution—can not claim, in any true
and exalted sense, to be history—the art
which assumes to present to us “the very
age and body of the time, his form and
pressuve.,” ¢
And yet if we recall the productions of
those who have pursned this branch of lit-
erary arf, it will be found that, for the most
part, this method of writing history, though
on an expanded seale, has been the usual
one; and that hisforians who have been
the most popular of late years have been so
in the proportion that their canvas was
crowded with figures, each one of which
was depicted with the most minute detail.
As we commonly know it, history confines
the attention exclusively to those who have
been active, or perhaps great, as soldiers,
civilians, scholars, and churchmen, while
the people are as completely unnoted as
though they were literally
“a mass

OF bones and muscles, framed to till the soil
A few brief years, then rot unnamed beneath it.”

It is either a lengthened and grand roll of
famons characters, or a brilliant picture in

which a erowd of inferior but not obscure
or ignoble actors are made to revolve around
a single central and conspicuous one.

Nevertheless, inferior as its place may be
in true art, history of this kind has its uses.
At the least, it is full of entertainment.
Men erave a hero, whether in a romance or
a history; and there is dramatic piquanecy
in a regular snccession of rounded events,
distributed with scenic effect, participated
in by leading actors, and resulting in their
glorions success or tragic overthrow., And
s0 it comes that, although we may not say
with 8ir Thomas Browne, “ Mummy has be-
come merchandise,” we may declare that
Clio has been transformed into nearly each
one of her sister Muses.

A boolk has been recently written by Rev.
I, Arnold, late of Christ-chureh, Oxford,
England, which applies this method of pre-
senting history fo the Church of England,
and has the merit of narrowing the canvas
within the scantiest limits and of erowding
it with an endless array of attractive fig-
ures, some painted with elaborate finish, and
others sketched with a few light and grace-
ful touches. IEliminating not only the en-
tire body of the inferior clergy and laity,
but also all the great civilians, statesmen,
and others whose influence upon the Church
of England has been powerful and unre-
mitting, under the title of Our Bishops and
Deans,” he undertakes to give a view of the
present state of the “Establishment” by a
series of biographical sketehes of dignita-
ries, none of whom are under the rank of
an archbishop, a bishop, or a dean. And
although a work on such a plan can not
possibly rise to the level of history in any
severe and scientific sense, it may yet, as
Mr. Arnold’s volumes really do, sparkle with
interesting and entertaining facts, many of
which relate to particulars of the Church
of England which are very imperfectly un-
derstood in this country.

Ispecially interesting to the large body
of intelligent Americans who are outside
the Episcopal fold, but who are eager to be-
come familiar with religions movements in

* Our Bishops and Deans. By the Rev. F. Arxoun, "
B.A., late of Christ-church, Oxford, In 2 volumes.
London: Hurst and Blackett. 1875,
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the whole field of Christian organization, is
the survey which Mr. Arnold makes of the
areat ecclesiastical parties of the Anglican
Church. It is, perhaps, true thaf neither
of the great parties which he deseribes
would accept his portraitures as strictly
correct, and doubtless they are colored fo
sonme extent by his own theoretical views.
Nevertheless, they are candid, free from
acerbity, and betray so little evidence of
partisanship as to make it diffienlt to decide
to which party he himself belongs. What
follows is in part a summary, in part a par-
aphrase, and in part a literal reproduction
of Mr. Arnold’s narrative.

Mr. Arnold says there have been three
principal movements in the Church of En-
gland during the Victorian era—that is, since
the accession of Queen Vietoria—which he
classifies as the High-Church movement, the
Broad-Church, and the Ritualistic. These
he again classifies as High, Low, and Broad ;
and he further accepts the following subdi-
visions suggested by Mr. Conybeare: 1. Low-
Church: normal type, “Evangelical;” exag-
gerated type, Recondite ; stagnant type, Low
and Slow. 2. High-Church: normal ftype,
Anglican ; exaggerated type, Tractarian ;
stagnant type, High and Dry. 3. Broad-
Church: normal type, liberal; exaggerated
type, concealed infidels ; stagnant type, only
abont a score in number.

In point of time, the Oxford era, which
cave an impetus to the High-Church party,
was earlier than the accession of Queen Vie-
toria; but its ontcome in perversions to
Rome was-manifested a few years after the
accession, when, to use an expressive figure
of Julius Hare's, “men had ogled and flirfed
with the Church of Rome while submitting
with a sigh to the bond which tied them to
the Church of England, and the ogling and
flirtation had now gone to the extent of an
actnal elopement.” One good effect of the
movement was that it gave rise to more nu-
merous and more valuable writings in the-
ology than had been known for many years.
Another effect was an enormous extension
of the episcopate; and the multiplication
of churches, chapels, services, and clergy is
also to he ascribed to the High-Church par-
ty mainly. To give a formal dafe to the
origin of the modern Anglican or High-
Church party, and its offshoot the Ritnalist-
ic party, it may be said to have been inau-
gurated in 1833, by an able knot of scholars,
chiefly of Oriel College, Oxford, who met and
golemnly pledged themselves to revive An-
glican principles; and for this purpose they
began the famous “Tracts for the Times.”
This little knot— Newman, Pusey, Ward,
Manning, Maslell, Palmer, and others—who
then debated on high spiritual themes in
the college common-room, or lingered in
converse or meditation in the leafy cloister
of the Broad Walks, or in the parks by the
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banks of the Cherwell and the Isis, have
gone far silently to revolutionize the eccle-
siastical character of England, and have
left a marked impression on the religious
thought of the entire Christian world. At
its outset the movement appears to have
had a political rather than a religious cause.
The ececlesiastical atmosphere of the Church
of England was in a state of calm. The old
Jacobite and Non-juror troubles were stilled,
and, there being little else to dispute about,
controversy had settled down to debates con-
cerning Arminianism and Calvinism. Even
young ladies exchanged essays and leffers
on this entertaining subject. The calm was
now to be broken, and this nnsettled and
insoluble problem was to give way to an
agitation of a more vigorous character., The
subject that now prominently emerged, un-
der the masterly pilotage of the writers of
the “Tracts for the Times,” was a recom-
mencement in a new form and under new
conditions of the old eonflicts of Elizabeth-
an and Carolinian days, in which the High-
Churchman exhibited many of the charac-
teristies of Laud’s “ Anglican” and Charles’s
“(Cavalier,” until he pushed his views to that
extravagant extreme in which his faith and
liberty were handed over alike to ultramon-
tanism.

The first of these celebratfed tracts appear-
ed on the 9th of September,1833. It is a
singular fact that while none of the great
religious and intellectual movements of the
era have derived much originative impulse
from prelatical dignitaries, the first note
that was sounded in the “ Tracts” was that
of “ Apostolical Succession.”
tract the hypothesis of disestablishment
was strongly put forward. It argued that
the church is distinet from the state, ante-
rior to the state, separable from the state,
and that the separation would be a good
thing. “Give us our own and let us go!”
was the exclamation of the Anglican. Nor
have they swerved from these principles;
and many a sound Dissenter, who detests
prelacy as much as he does popery, has
been astonished to find himself in strong
political alliance with men whose theology
he defests, and whose office and work he
vilipends. It is thought there was at this
time an nnconscions understanding between
the Tractarians and the ultramontanes. I
is certain there was a simultaneous move-
ment in Great Britain and France, bearing
in the latter country a strong resemblance
to the Oxford movement, and participated
in by such men as Montalembert and La-
mennais; but the effect on those engaged
in the movement was widely different in
the two countries. In France it resulted
in making Catholics more Catholic, throw-
ing them into the zealous advocacy of the
extremest nltramontane views; in England
its effect was to pervert those who began

In this first
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as Protestants from the faith and practice |

which they sought fo purify to the same
creed which the French Catholic revivalists
reached by a natural development.

It would be an error to suppose that the
High-Church party of England is homoge-
neous, and that all its members share the
ideas which were advanced by the origina-
tors of the Oxford movement, A consider-
able portion of it undoubtedly does so, and
has passed into Ritualism on the way Rome-
ward ; but far the larger portion of the
party is stanchly opposed to both Roman-
ism and Ritualism; and while some of the
High-Church bishops tolerate Ritualism on
the score of its harmlessness, if is asserted
Dby no less an authority than the Archbishop
of Canterbury that “there is not one who
is in favor of it.” Those bishops who toler-
ate or deal gently with it are of the opinion
that it is only wsthetic and sensational, pro-
ceeding from a zealous desire to do outward
honor to God by some extraordinary mani-
festations; and that if left alone it will ex-
hibit itself in some other and useful form.

The Low-Church or Evangelical party of
the Church of England, as it is now con-
stituted, took its rise early in the present
century, and it has not gone through the
disturbing and alarming changes and devel-
opments that have characterized the High
and the Broad Church parties. Originating
in a simpler and more distinetive purposs,
it has adhered tenaciously to it, and has
maintained its homogeneousness far more
sneceessfully than eitherofthe related branch-
es, The immediate originators of this act-
ive branch of the Church were a few clergy-
men and laymen, who, profoundly impressed
by the spiritual darkness and rampant
wickedness of the times, met in the first
year of this cenfury to concert plans for
arousing the religious life of the country,
and for scattering the Seriptures broadeast
upon the world. Leaving the intellectual
side of religion, together with sacerdotal
and sacramental theories or dogmas, to the
Anglican branch of the High-Church party,
and yef more resolutely ignoring and even
abhorring the msthetic devices and ceremo-
nial symbolism of the Ritualistic branch,
while it regarded with grave distrust the
rationalistic tendency of the Broad-Church
branch, the Evangelical party addressed it-
self in the most direct and practical way to
the hearts and consciences of men, dealing
plainly and severely with the temptations
and difficulties of life, and urging upon the
natural man the child-like reception of su-
pernatural fruth. Especially is it Protest-
ant, in the sense of opposition to Romish
dogmas and pretensions; and if is earnest
in its advocacy of the great body of relig-
ious truth as defined in articles and formu-
laries by the reformers of the sixteenth
century. Those who constitute it regard

the Reformation with a love and pride that
are only equaled in infensity by the aver-
sion which is felt toward it by the more
advanced High-Church party and all the
Ritualists.

Largely composing the Evangelical party
are fhe Moderate Churchmen, who, indeed,
attach importance to forms, ceremoniesy and
ecclesiastical order, but are yet true to the
fundamental principles of the Evangelicals.
They all look upon questions of ritual with
a view to their relation to questions of dog-
ma, and are adamantine in resistance to
rites when their whole significance depends
on the doetrine which they are supposed to
teach. So long as rifes are subordinate to
and conservative of doctrine, they admit
them; buf when they assume to convey, or
color, or originate doctrine, they reject them.
As a body they not only contend earnestly
for purity of faith, but they are eminently
zealous in good works.  Their work in the
thorough organization and associated effort
of their parishes is admirable, especially in
the sphere of house-to-house visitation.
Their teaching is uniformly earnest, simple,
practical. Their zeal and activity in mis-
sions are intense, and their contributions in
furtherance of them enormous, having been
a million and a quarter of dollars in a single
year. The machinery they employ is more
extensive than that of any other body, and
the results of their efforts at home and
abroad are the highest known in the Church.
Their preachers excel in oratory, and the
public meetings at Exeter Hall and else-
where, upon which they rely for spreading
their principles and extending their influ-
ence, are remarkable for their size and en-
thusiasm. Vigorous exhortation is the char-
acteristic of their school of preaching, and
it is generally seconded by an earnest and
energetic spiritual life. So powerful has
been their example in the matter of pulpit
oratory,and so wide its influence, that it has
been imitated by both the High and the
Broad Church branches, which now rival
the Evangelicals in this important method
of infusing religious life and awakening re-
ligious activities. In like manner the great
attention which they gave to hymmology,
and the development and improvement
which they effected in it, as also ftheir ex-
traordinary efforts for missions, have react-
ed npon both the other branches of the Es-
tablishment, and have caused them also to
push forward both these great agencies with
zeal and success.

The Broad-Church is largely indebted to
the poet Coleridge. Although he may not
strietly be called its founder, he was fhe
source of inspiration of several of its ablest
and most zealous architects. Julius Hare
and John Frederick Denison Maurice, both
men of brilliant intellectnal gifts, rare pow-
ers of reasoning, rich learning, and an enthu-
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siasm that never chilled or beecame languid,
were his disciples, and the characteristics
of the master remained impressed upon them
with unmistakable distinetness throughout
all their affer-lives. The more immediate
founders of the Liberal Theology, which dis-
tinguished the Broad-Church from its sister
branches, were Dr. Arnold, the celebrated
master of Rugby, his pupil, Julius Hare, and
Hare's friend and ally, Maurice. Arnold was
earnest, fair-minded, catholic in the noblest
sense. Saturated with the learning of Ger-
many, he was yet thoroughly orthodox. He
was learned, he was elogquent, and his in-
tense hatred of moral evil gave heat and
light to all within the sphere of his influ-
ence. Like Arnold, Julius Hare never de-
generated into latitudinarianism. He was
a student, a thinker, and an orator. A
profound reasoner and subtle analysf, he
despised mere partisan controversy. His
personal example of Christian living was a
perpetual and noble testimony for the re-
ligion he professed. An advanced liberal,
he was rigidly orthodox, and his teaching
was at once catholic and evangelical. Mau-
rice, the other of the original founders of
the Liberal Theology, was a philosopher
who gave a theological coloring to his phi-
losophy, and a theologian who gave a phil-
ozophical tone to his theology. He was a
profound and accomplished thinker, and
was unsurpassed for culture and breadth of
intellect. He delighted in the intellectual
process of inquiry, and had an extraordina-
1y power in concentrating abstract thought
on -contemporary history. .Hence all his
speculations were directed to some form of
action—for the benefit of working-men, for
the advancement of truth and freedom, for
the cause of woman's education, for the es-
tablishment of working-men’s colleges, and
for efforts to throw light on questions which
should affect the condition and prospects
of all men who earned their bread by the
sweat of their brow. The school which
these able and earnest men founded has in
the main preserved the character which
they first impressed upon it; but it sits un-
easily beneath definite confessions of faith;
it handles the Divine Word somewhat free-
1y, perhaps hardly reverently ; it prefers to
trace the ethical meanings of the Scripture
narrative rather than to dwell upon their
prophetical and spiritual import; it con-
fines its views to the human and historical
gside of things, and with regard to the su-
pernatural it leans to rationalistic theories;
its tendency is to push its catholicity to
latitudinarianism, instead of contracting it
within definite and strict articles of faith
and a narrow exclusiveness as fo church
order and government.

Among the clergy and prelates of these
three great schools or parties of the Church
of England are many men who are eminent

as poets, historians, travelers, philosophers,
scienfists, statesmen, pastors, preachers, and
orators. The roll is a brilliant one, and is
imposing by its numbers. We can only
glance at a few of its more prominent fig-
ures.

The Bishop of Peterborough—Dr. Magee
—is perhaps the greatest orator of the
Church of England, and by many is thought
to be the greatest oratorin England. First,
as to his style, he is never in the slightest
degree slipshod or hesitating, his words are
always arranged with perfect symmetry, and
his language is "equally rich and faulfless,
and, it may be added, equally effective also,
whether he is in the pulpit, or addressing
thousands at a Church Congress orin a pub-
lic meeting, or in his seat in the House of
Lords. Each of his oratorical efforts has
a unity of design and an elaborateness of
construction which exhibit that highest
art, the art which conceals art. His lan-
guage has been likened to a clear, bright,
fresh-flowing river, rushing forth with the
light and sparkle of a mounfain stream;
and his speeches are replete not only with
natural wit, but with severe logical power,
and a depth of reasoning such as belongs
only to profound thinkers. A person who
has listened to him says, “We have seen
him hold up imploring hands to checlk the
diapason of cheers which would rob him of
his precious minutes.” He has the fire and
spontaneity of the born orator, and is a
complete master of that spoken speech which
is essential to the full idea of an orator. Mr.
Arnold thinks the Bishop of Peterborough
formed his style originally by carefully writ-
ing out his speeches, but that now they have
attained to the nltimate excellence of com-
bining all the strength of preparation with
the charm and readiness of unpremeditated
speech, The bishop is an active debater,
one of the most active in the House of
Lords. He rejoices in the fray of debate,
rejoices ““to drink delight of battle with his
peers.” He is much given to elaborate per-
orations, and some of them are splendid
specimens of polished rhetoric. All his ef-
forts are marked by intrepidity, genius, and
close and searching analysis; and those
which he has put forth in Parliament are
remarkable for their temper, prudence, and
large statesmanship.

Canon Liddon, if inferior to the Bishop
of Peterborough as an orator, has been pro-
nounced by Dean Stanley, a most competent
judge, “the greatest preacher of the age.”
His sermons are seldom less than an hour
long, and oftentimes exceed an hour in
their delivery. An eminent Non-conformist
preacher writes that on one occasion he list-
ened to Dr. Liddon “with unabated inter-
est for an hour and twenty minufes.” His
sermons are not merely hortatory, though
he is a splendid declaimer, but are marvels
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of compression and condensation, notwith- |

standing their length, and they are so at-
tractive that he invariably draws immense

audiences. The announcement that he is o |

nences or depressions. It is the monotony
of eloguence, the equable speed and rush of
an express train. His eye kindles ; his head
is thrown baclk as that of a war-horse; you

preach any where in the kingdom is one  detect the nervous,sinewy grasp and clutch
that always widely excites curiosity and in-| of his fingers, No sooner have you been
terest, and long before the hour of service startled and aftracted by his vivid and orig-
commences the cathedral or church is sure | inal manner than some modern name of fa-

to be densely packed. In instances where
the admission has been by ticket, the tickets
hawve been disposed of days before, and hard-
ly any amounnt of interest is sufficient to ob-
tain one. Canon Liddon’s audiences are
usually largely made up of clergymen, in-
¢luding the most eminent of the clergy and
prelates. They also attract men who are
eminent in polities, literature, science, and
art, while the people are always present in
thousands. When about to preach, he makes
his way with a quiet, rapid tread to the pul-
pit, while an indefinable thrill of emotion—
a contagion belonging to the hour and the
scene—is felt by the vast audience. With
a natural, earnest gesture, he at once buries
his face in his hands to pray. When he
faces you, you are impressed with his strik-
ing and somewhat monastic appearance, and
by his remarkable likeness to St. Augustine
in Ary Scheffer’s celebrated picture of Au-
gustine and Monica. The impression deep-
ens, if you have ever been a student of
Augustine, as you follow the chain of his
discourse. You might fancy there was a
monk before you, and the impression is help-
ed by the rapid and almost imperceptible
act of adoration with which Dr. Liddon ac-
companies every mention of The Name. It
is stated on high authority that this great
preacher has spent years in studying preach-
ing as if is practiced on the Continent, and
has formed himself on the best models in
France and Ttaly, with the greatest of which
° he need not shrink from comparison. He
reproduces what is best in the most cele-
brated Catholic orators, disregarding mere
externals, and appealing to the deepest
sense of humanity—the passion, the tragedy,
the will, and the emotions of men. Almost
in his first sentence you see the essential
character of his oratory. His manuseript is
by his side, but he is liberated from its
chains ; he almost knows it by heart, and he
declaims it in a way that is as grand as it is
peculiar,

It is impossible, the human mind being
constituted as it is, that any sermon such as

Dr. Liddon’s could be spoken extemporane-

ously. You might as well expect a man to
extemporize in lyrics or epigrams. His ser-
mons have evidently been polished and re-
polished to the last degree of finish and
point ; if is easy to see that he has lavished
all his power of thought and 'elaboration
upon them. The leading characteristic of
his oratory is the uniform high pressure of
his impassioned speech. It has no emi-

miliar allusion, some clear and trenchant
thought, is presented to your atfention, and
at once brings you fairly abreast some re-
ligious aspect of the time. As he clinches
some argument or summarizes some analy-
sis with keen and remorseless logie, his face
is momentarily illumined with a smile of
trinmph. The electric link that connects
the orator and his hearers is touched, and
the orafor himself feels that he is carrying
with him the convictions and the hearts of
those before him. There is a pause—only
too slight—Dbefore he branches into another
division of his subject; and your mind is
kept at the extremest tension as you at-
tempt o follow the course of the argument
through his terse, glittering, incisive sen-
tences, which follow keenly and swiftly, like
the closely articulated steps of a mathemat-
ical demonstration. Hitherto he has been
logical ; now he becomes rhetorical ; as he
turns fo the practical part of his subject and
its peroration, the closed fist is relaxed into
the open palm. If up to this point he has
sought to convince the reason, he now con-
centrates his efforts on piercing the heart
by some touch of exquisite pathos or some
note of heart-stirring appeal ; and probably
the final peroration takes the form of simple,
earnest prayer to the Deity, with an effect
of awe and sublimity almost impossible to
be described.

Arthur Penrhyn Stanley, Dean of West-
minster, is one of the greatest living masters
of the English tongue, and the possessor of
varied and extensive attainments., He is
eminent as a poet, scholar, eritie, traveler,
and controversialist, but it is chiefly to his
qualifications as a preacher that we would
now direet attention.

His sermons have a distinetive character.
They have a large infusion of the leading
article, and frequently address themselves
to the prevailing thought or the great events
of the day. This tendency is illustrated by
an anecdote thatis told of a dignitary of the
Church, who went one Sunday morning to
service at Westminster Abbey,ithaving been
announced that the dean would preach.
“How did you like the sermon " asked the
lady with whom he was staying. “OL,”
was the reply, “it was very good: there
was nothing to object to; but it was not
what I went to hear; I went to hear about
the way to heaven, and I only heard about
Palestine.” He seeks to make his sermons
vivid and interesting by bringing anec-
dotes and letfers and history under contri-
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bution; and in the effort his imagery is
often colored by local allusions, and even
his subject is suggested by local -circum-
stances. Thus, at Venice he preached on
the text, “ How shall we sing the Lord’s
song in a strange land?” at Rome, on the
subject of *St. Paul at Rome;” at the Con-
vent of St. Catherine, from the appropri-
ate text, “This Agar is Mount Sinai in Ara-
bia;? at Jerusalem the subject was “ Christ
on earth and Christ in heaven.” Iis ser-
mons are remarkable for their brevity, sel-
dom exceeding ten or fifteen minutes in the
delivery, He has no action, and his voice
is monotonous and thin and weak., His
physiqueis not imposing. Frequently, when
he has preached in the Abbey or in 8t. Paul’s
Cathedral, he could hardly be heard beyond
the immediate circle that surrounded him.
He rarely preaches the same sermon twice,
is ever ready to advocate from the pulpit
any cause which receives his approval, and
although he certainly lacks the highest
qualities of an orator, the eloquence of his
language is very ornate and winning. To
listen to his sermons is highly enjoyable.
They contain many a vein of literary and
" historical allusion as rich as any in Macau-
lay. Oceasionally he introdueces in a trans-
lation a suggestive sentence from a Greek or
Latin anthor, or from some foreign modern
classic. Now he will give an extract from
a play of Sophocles, now from a dialogue of
Plato, and again from the Confessions of
St. Augustine. His versatility, his imagi-
nation, and his pictorial power are amazing
and fascinating.

Dean Goulburn, so widely and favorably
known in America by his Thoughts on Per-
sonul Religion, his Pursuit of Holiness, and
his Sermons, has for many years been among
the most active and influential of the great
preachers of the Church of England. At
Oxford and in London his career was nota-
ble for its usefulness, and in both places he
commanded a wide popularity ; nor has his
usefulness or popularity abated with his re-
moval to the quiet of the Deanery of Nor-
wich. His real vocation is pastoral and
public work ; and because he has uniform-
ly addressed himself to the spiritual wants
of men, wherever he has ministered large
and attached congregations have gathered
around him, besides whom he has always
what is called a large personal following.
As a preacher, Dr. Goulburn is sizgularly
pleasing and impressive. His silvery elo-
cution is perfect in its way. He reads his
sermon from the manuscript, bui the ser-
mon thus written has all the freedom and
grace of an extemporaneous composition.
He is not a great orator, but his language
and intonation, which are always calm, meas-
ured, musical, and earnest, frequently rise to
a high level of external eloquence. The
distinetness and propriety of his enuncia-

tion are exquisife. Tranquillity and solem-
nity kindling into eloquence are the charac-
teristics of his preaching. But great as is
the charm of his manner, it is the superior
quality of his matter which is the chief ex-
cellence of his sermons. There is always
substance in them. They present us with
the best results of scholarship and eriticism,
without the least ostentation of either. At
times the argument is elaborate, worked out
with great skill and in minute defail, and
illustrated by apt and familiar allusions, so
as to be easily intelligible to every thought-
ful listener. Af other times there is a care-
ful exposition of some passage of Secripture,
in which the fext is unfolded and applied
with great force and amplitude, and withal
with a genfle tenderness that is very at-
tractive. But whatever may be the diver- -
sity of thought, or the extent of learning,
or the wealth of illustration in his sermons,
Dr. Goulburn’s hearers are always sure of a
large proportion of direct practical teach-
ing. What may be considered as the lkey-
note of his sermons is devotion.

To these sketches of a few of the great
living ornaments of the Church of England
there remains to be added a brief portrait
of an imposing figure, the most celebrated
and, in many respects, the greatest English
prelate of the last two centuries, who made
a more powerful impression on religious
thought and action in England than any
other, and whose recent sudden death is yet
fresh and vivid in the memory of all men.

Samuel Wilberforce, Bishop of Winches-
ter, was one of the most remarkable char-
acters of modern times, and exhibited a ver-
satility and a fertility of resources that have
been seldom equaled. In his active and
crowded career several distinet careers were
virtually comprised. In the management
of two important dioceses he exhibited an
administrative ability and an energy of
character that have bheen rarely paralleled.
In the House of Lords he gave an atten-
tion to politics—using the word in its high-
est and best sense—which was exceeded by
few hereditary legislators, and by not many
who were trained and veteran statesmen.
In literature his active and versatile pen
was constantly challenging publiec atten-
tion and influencing public thought. In
society, as one of the most prominent and
refined of its members, he was a power,
whether on the public platform or in the
private drawing-room of its most influen-
tial rulers. He published; he preached; he
governed as a bishop; he debated and leg-
islated in Parliament ; his presence was con-
tinually felt and recognized in all the mul-
tiplied departments of current public life.
Now he was speaking at great public en-.
tertainments, such as the dinners of the
Literary Fund or of the Royal Academy.
Then, as a rural squire, he was pleasantly
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haranguing the rustics on the green or in
the tent. Now he would address on a week-
day crowds of laborers in a church or under
a railway shed ; and presently he was away
off in the north consecrating some gorgeous
fane. Again, he was down in Kent, preach-
ing twice on a Sunday at the opening of
some humble district church; and still
again, he was busy, with superhuman en-
ergy, in his diocese, studying the character
and aptitudes of every clergyman, learning
the details of every parish, devising practi-
cal plans for the physical or intellectual or
spiritual welfare of his people, entertaining
his clergy with open hospitality at his own
mansion, or meeting them in conference at
Oxford or elsewhere. He was tireless. He
was the lion of the great dinner party; he
* was the leading speaker at public meetings;
he was the ruling member of a Church Con-
gress ; he was the most active figure of the
Convocation. Now he was holding a confir-
mation in Paris, now consecrating a church
in Brussels; and again, we meet him perpet-
unally in the principal newspapers, in the re-
ports of learned, or literary, or benevolent
societies, in correspondence, in pamphlets,
in contemporary history. His comprehen-
sive mind seemed equally familiar with the
greatest principles and the minutest details.
At one time he was aiding in the attempt
to uphold or destroy a ministry, or stamping
the impress of his character on the debates
and legislation of his country; at another,
he was ohjurgating dull-headed church-
wardens or demolishing a libelous alder-
man. His correspondence was immense:
all kinds of people wrote fo him, and to ev-
ery one he gave a full and careful answer;
he would dictate seven letters at a time to
as many different amanuenses. Few men
ever lived more in the open air, speaking
metaphorically ; he was essentially a public
man. Wherever Christian work was most
animated and intense, wherever the conflict
of opinions was keenest, wherever debatfe
was most exeited, wherever bold and burn-
ing speech and prompt action were most
needed, there the form of this brilliant prel-
ate was ever most prominently to be de-
scried.

Bishop Wilberforce has been called the
leader of the High-Church party, but he
was not necessarily a zealous partisan. His
course was often marked by catholicity, tol-
erance, and charity; and although in his
time he sometimes exhibited as much spirit
and passion as most men in the strife of
parties and opinions, yet in his latter and
best years, in his most deliberate moments
and in his most careful publications, he man-
ifested a wider charity of wisdom and an
dncreasing tenderness of love. He had, per-
haps, a greater toleration for the Evangel-
ieals than they had for him. He undonbt-
edly restrained a great many young men,

infeeted by the example of Dr. Newman, Mr.
Oakley, and others, from going over to Rome,
not so much by reasoning as by giving them
plenty to do. He astutely induced his live-
ly curates to stick to parish work, arguing
that when the mind is occupied with theo-
logical problems there is nothing like hard
work for clarifying thought and getting rid
of mental fumes. He did as much in these
and other matters by his personal tact as
by his wise rule and splendid eloguence.
Though firm and unflinching in ecarrying
out a policy, he was moderate, cautions, and
sensible in devising it. He never appeared
to greater advantage than when associating
with young clergymen and candidates for
the ministry, to whom his kindly counsel
and friendly ecountenance were invaluable,
and for whose instruction, intellectual and
spiritual, he was unsparing of his exerfions.
Bishop Wilberforce’s oral efforts frequent-
ly reach the highest point of literary excel-
lence, and many of them are magnificent
specimens of Christian oratory. One of
these, delivered at Manchester in behalf of
missions, in which he urged the clergy to
“accompany the march of the nation’s civ-
ilization with the blessed seed of the Word
and the sacraments of the Church of God,”
was described at the time by the London
Times as “such eloquence as in former days
roused nations to a sense of their independ-
ence, or sent myriads across the habitable
world to the rescue of a shrine” And in
many of them there are an abundant im-
agery, a wealth of energy and phrase, an
energetic logie, and an impassioned rheto-
ric which may compare favorably with the
efforts of the greatest masters of ancient or
modern eloquence. In a popular point of
view Bishop Wilberforce was, perhaps, seen
to the greatest effect as one of the most ae-
complished, versatile, and eloquent speakers
of the day by his efforts in Parliament and
on the platform. But his Christian oratory
probably attained its highest culmination
in the pulpit, where a very eminent meas-
ure of success in England is at the same
time most difficult and most rare. It is no-
ticeable in his greatest pulpit efforts that
they do not ahound in bursts of eloquence
or carefully constructed paragraphs which
are the different centres of a discourse, and
whither all the other portions converge.
From first to last, on the other hand, they
are inftcnsely emotional, and are marked by
a depth of passionate energy and feeling
which are suggestive of indefinite resources
of energy and feeling beyond that which is
manifested, and which are only held in leash
by strong self-command and a desire to al-
low to argument a predominance over feel-
ing. The wonder is how Bishop Wilberforce
was able so perfectly to adapt his orafory
to his widely various andiences. In Parlia-
ment his orations were replete with the most
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plain-spoken langunage of reproof, the most
emphatic warnings against sensuality and
selfishness and indolence and pride, and of
all that fungous growth of sin which is the
accompaniment of a high state of civiliza-
tion. At the university, where he was also
a favorite, there is visible in his sermons
that wonderful power of suasion which is
the true secret of genuine rhetoric, together
with sound learning and sound sense, and
there are also sustained passages magnifi-
cent for their simplicity and energy. Fi-
nally, Bishop Wilberforce was emphatically
the poor man’s preacher, and oceasionally
displayed his noblest powers before immense
masses of the working-men, who would cram
the church to repletion, coming to hear the
great preacher, rough and ready from their
daily toil,in their working dresses. Onsuch
occasions his eloquence was real, simple, and
hearty, his language as plain as could be,
withont a word which the most uneducated
could have misunderstood, the whole invest-
ed with a charm that was irresistible—the
charm proceeding from the evident earnest-
ness, the manifest heartiness, the perfect sin-
cerity, with which the preacher delivered the
message he was commissioned fo bear.
Bishop Wilberforce’s suggestions as to the
methods to be pursued to make an effective
preacher will be interesting to those who
are willing fo listen to the insfructions of so
great a master of the sacred art. He con-
sidered “foolish preaching” and the “fool-
ishness of preaching” to be two things es-
sentially different, and was wont to contrast
to his elergy the too frequent dullness and
monotony of the pulpit with the care and
freshness and vigor which characterize the
leading articles of the newspaper. He de-
clared simple idleness to be the principal
cause of poor sermons, and often quoted the
caustic saying, “ The sermon which has cost
little is worth just what it cost.” Idle preach-
ers and idle hearers, he would say, go to-
gether. He had the greatest leaning toward
extempore preaching, if that can be called ex-
tempore which should exact the most careful
preparation, but still dwells strongly on the
importance of writing one’s sermon. For
many years, he thought, one sermon a week
ought to be written ; and he furfher thought
it well to write out a sermon carefully, and
then preach from mere notes. As prelimi-
nary to the preparation of a sermon, Bishop
Wilberforce dwells emphatically on those
chief necessities, prayer and study: prayer
for the blessing of God on the work to be
done; study, in order to the clear statement
of any truth or theological formula involved,
and to drive it home with the force of real-
ity and earnestness. He feaches a precious
truth in an image of poetic beanty that oc-
curs in one of his own sermons: “In secret
meditation and prayer that love which is
the life of ministerial power must evermore

be nourished, as on the mossy mountain-top
where the seething mists distill their pre-
cions burdens are fed the hidden spring-
heads of the perennial stream which ferfi-
lizes the lower vale.” Ifany thonghts strike
you with peculiar power, he wonld say, se-
cure them at once. Do not wait fill, having
written or composed all the rest, you come
in order to them: such burning thoughts burn
out. Fix them while you can. Never, if
you can help it, compose except with o fer-
vent spirit, for whatever is languidly com-
posed is lifelessly received. Rather stop
and try whether reading and meditation
and prayer will not gquicken the spirit, than
drive on heavily when the chariot wheels
are taken off. So the mighty masters of
our art have ever done. Bossuet never sef
himself to compose his great sermons with-
out first reading chapters of Isaiah and por-
tions of Gregory Nazianzen to kindle his
own spirit. Study with especial care all
statements of doctrine, so that you may be
clear, particular, and acceurate. Do not la-
bor too much to give great ornament or pol-
ish to your sermons; they often lose their
strength in such refining processes. Final-
1y, do not be the slave of your manuscript,
but make it your servant.

Bishop Wilberforee worked for the pres-
ent, and not. for future applanse. Every
thing that he did was intended to have an
immediate effect, and the result is seen in
what was accomplished by him during the
twenty-three years of his episcopate. The
amount raised in this period for churches,
church endowments, schools, houses of
merey, and parsonages amonnted to a total
of ten and three-quarter millions of dollars.
The total number of churches restored dnr-
ing the same time was two hundred and fif-
ty, the number of churches new or rebuilt
was one hundred and twenty-one. Thusdo
his works live after him, and also in the
hearts of those who were brought within
the magic of his eloquence, his courtesy, his
wonderful charm of address—in all of which
he combines the wisdom of innumerable
serpents and the gentleness of innumerable
doves. A still nobler and more enduring
effect of his ceaseless labors will be found
among those crowds who were bronght
within the range of his spiritual influences,
whose hearfs were warmed, elevated, puri-
fied, and their lives amended by his utter-
ances when most sacred and unselfish, at
his highest and best. These will endure
when any alloy cansed by his incessant con-
test with the world is forgotten. His career
is a page of the enrrent history of England
—a page glowing with intense reality and
activity and great practical good, and on
which are left manifold traces of his untir-
ing energy, his devotedness, his great leg-
islative and administrative ability, his pow-
er and eloquence and love.





