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shoulders; the hands are in some quiet posi-
tion; the fingers curve gracefully, with slight
partings between the first and second and the
third and fourth,” So stood the herald Mercu-
vy, new-lighted on a heaven-kissing hill. But
this gentleman is not all a gentlemun if he does
not remember that **intellectual conversation 1s
not advisable at the dinner-table, it is more ap-
propriate at tea,” and that ‘‘onions taint the
breath too much for general society. If ull eat
onions, it is different.”

1f such directions do not make gentlemen and
ladies, the situation is indeed desperate. Mus.
Beeton and her fellow-ministers are evidently
of opinion that as pigs are roasted by recipe, s
may the character and manners be formed.  But
the standard raised by her and Dr, Nichols is so
high that nobody can hope to attain unto it ex-
cept the exquisite figures that live in unfading
wax in the barbers’ windows. They do not
seratch themselves, nor ““eat bacon, or sausages,
or pork in any form,” nor blow their noses in
company, nor venture upon unprepaved repar-
tees, nor make fun of their mothers-in-law.  In
the world of barbers’ blocks and of **wax fig-
gers” such manuals of behavior ave sacred books,
but among mere men and women their counsels
seem altogether too good to be true.

Wiey Thomas ITughes, the anthor of Tom
Brown, was in this country he saw much of col-
lege boys, and was surprised that none of them
thought of public life as a career. In England,
he said, we always suppose that the fivst schol-
ars are thinking of Parlinment, and seeretly
meaning to be Prime Minister. The Inglish
stories and the French vandevilles are full of the
same view, and the curtain falls upon the hero
as minister or embassador, the cup of his glory
running over. De Tocqueville observed with
curiosity that the best men in America were, as
a rule, neither in public life nor anxious to be
there : and a shrewd young European who was
recently in the country said, ** Every thing went
well until I eame to Washington, and then Con-
gress staggered my faith in America.” He ex-
plained that in a representative republic it was
fuir and unavoidable to judge the people by these
whom they selected to represent them ; and if
the judgment was incorrect, it could only be be-
eanse the system itself was a failure. It would
have been more correct to say that the system
was abused, for it could properly be acconnted
a failure only when its purpose was quite defeat-
ed. Now the purpose of a representative system
is not to designate the hest men in the commn-
nity, but to secure good government ; and from
that point of view the American system can no
more be called a failure than the English or the
Continental. If good government be the test,
what shall be said of English rule in Ireland ?

There are two obvions but powerful  reasons
why the class of men of whom De Tocqueville
speaks does not turn to public life in this coun-
try, although many of that class are conspicnous
in it, from Washington, the Adamses, Jefferson,
Hamilton, Jay, and others, down to Calhoun,
Webster, Clay, Seward, Chase, Sumner, and
their associates. Indeed, with all its truth, there
is much that is illusive in the statement. The
village Hampden might shrink npon a larger the-
atre, and the mute Milton turn ont a Tupper.

f

The remark of De Tocqueville has the advantage
of omne ignotum pro magnifico—the obseure is
apt to seem magnificent. But then a shirt on
«a clothes-line seen in the twilight has startled
the whole village as a majestic ghost. With all
reservations made, however, it will be conceded
that the choice of the representative of a constit-
uency full of admirable and able men often fulls
very oddly. There is, for instance— But the
gentle reader shall supply his own illustrations.
What, then, are the two obvious reasons that, as
a class, the men whom we should prefer to elect
are not anxious to be elected 7

The first is the uncertainty of the career, and
the second is the small salary., This lnst is not
a noble reason, and it is powerful only in con-
nection with the first. An able man, ambirions
to serve the state, but wholly dependent upon
his profession for the support of his fumily, natu-
rally hesitates to throw away the income that he
has secured to enter public life for two or four or
six years, with no certainty of continuance in it.
Were he sure of remaining, the sacrifice would
be comparatively small; but the conditions of
continuance are often such as honorable men
disdain, In England, the only other constitu-
tional country, the conditions of public life have
hitherto been essentinlly different from ours.
The peers are hereditary legislators, and many
of the seats in the Commons were virtually the
property of noblemen, given continuously at their
pleasure, while the organization of parties is
snch as to afford a permanent career. Yet even
in England a competence is essential to a sue-
cessful public man, The fact observed by De
Tocqueville, therefore, is not due to the disincli-
nation to public life of the men of whom he
speaks, but to circumstances which they can not
directly control.  And if it should be said that
those circumstances are the condemnation of the
system, we should reply that the disadvantages
of the absence of those men are due to abuses
rather than to the system. Among such abuses
are the limitations of locality, and of what is
called rotation, by which a good man is removed
for the sole reason that hie has become better by
experience, while his place is filled by a new man
who must be selected from a particular county
or distriet. Other abuses are those which arise
from patronage, and which give the nomination
and the power of the party machinery to merely
mercenary and selfish schemers. Such abuses
are not inseparable from the system, which must
not, therefore, be judged by their resnlts.

Meanwhile there are those who make the sac-
rifice, and enough of them to suggest a doubt
whether the remark of the shrewd Frenchman
is well founded.

A rare military order of the King of Prussia
would naturally suggest that fhe army is a kind
of religious body. The officers are exhorted to
observe strictly the laws of honor, and to be al-
ways courteous and dignified. They ave not to
gamble either at the club-house or at the Stock
Exchange. They are not to live for lnxury and
material welfare, but for the glory and safety of
the state. To be a Prussian officer, it seems, is

to practice abstinence, self-denial, simplicity, and
obedience. The order is not unbecoming the
Emperor who, after detailing to his Aungusta
the slaughters and eaptures in the late war, al-
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ways piously perorated with a glory to God.
But his order of military saints is subjected to
another and very curious regulation. ~ Carlyle,
in Sartor Resartus, ridicules Bulwer's Pelham
by treating it as a sacred book of the Dandiacal
body or sect, and says that among the lofty laws
of human conduct recorded in it he finds that it
is permitted to man, under certain restrictions,
to wear white waistcoats. By the royal rescript
to the Prussian army it is permitted to officers,
under certain restrictions, to fight duels.

This has been always a military practice and
viee, but hitherto it has not been the subject of a
direct regulation. The Prussian monarch is ev-
idently very much concerned about the honor of
the officers. The object of his order, indeed, is
courts of honor, and honor is enjoined as the
perpetual rule of conduet. It certainly should
be so, but the effort at mechanical determination
of what constitutes honor is very amusing, By
precept, example, instruction, warning, and com-
mand the senior officers are to promote a be-
havior which will render a resort to the court of
honor as infrequent as possible. But when these
fail, and some officer thinks that he has been ag-
grieved, and that his honor requires gatistaction,
he is not to castigate upon the spot, nor silently
to disdain, nor to consider that his honor is in
his own keeping, and that he alone can stain it,
nor even is he to challenge the offender, and go
out in the morning and settle the matter by kill-
ing or being killed, but an officer who sends or
receives a challenge is to submit it forthwith to
a court of honor. The court will then consider
the circumstances, and will decide whether they
require a duel. If they do, **either the president
of the court or one of the members will be pres-
ent on the ground to see and bear witness that
by the accomplishment of the duel the requive-
ments of honor have been satisfied.”

By this arrangement the Prussian officer is no
longer the guardian of his own honor, nor the
judge of offenses against it. If a fellow-officer
gives him the lie, or throws a glass of wine in his
face, or posts him as a poltroon, he must repair
to a court of honor and submit to it whether he
has been insulted in a way and to a degree which
authorizes his being shot for it or his shooting
the offender. Dut this proceeding deprives duel-
ing of its sole plea. For the argument gravely
urged by the young and old gentlemen who fre-
quent club windows is that there are social of-

fenses of which no court takes cognizance, o
which no gentleman will submit to a court, and
which are to be restrained only by the conseions-
ness that the offender will be promptly summon-
ed to answer at the point of the pistol. When,
however, a tribunal is established to which *men
of honor,” that is, duelists, will submit the pro-
priety of their challenge, it is 2 court which may
properly punish the offense. For, as a matter of
tact, it prejudges the question which it is the ob-
Ject of the duel to settle. It distinet] y declares
that a serious offense against honor has been
committed by one officer against another, and
then condemns the other to an equal chance
of punishment. When a man of honor goes so
far as to pray a court to decide whether he has
been insulted to a degree which authorizes
him to challenge the offender, he may certainly
take the next step, and ask the court to punish
him,

It appears that duels are to be allowed only
when some serious point of honor is involyed.
This makes the whole business only the more ab-
surd. For a serious point of honor means some
serious offense. Now the eynical view of duels
for giving the lie and generally for knocking off
chips from the shoulder is that they are of pub-
lic service by weeding the scamps ont of society.
But wlien a man commits a real offense against
another there is nothing more preposterous than
giving him the opportunity either of being pun-
ished in what is called an honorable manner or
of killing the person whom he has offended ;
while the theory that dueling tends to nourish
mutual respect in society or a true sense of hon-
or is disproved by all experience. The King of
Prussia declares, with warmth, * I will no more
tolerate in my army an officer wlio wantonly at-
tacks the honor of a comrade than one who does
not know how to defend his own.” The ethics
of an absurd custom are past finding out. If
his officers do not know when their honor has
been insulted to a degree demanding defense,
why should he expect them to know any thing
upon the subject? From our point of view no
man of honor could withont a tingling cheek
hear another man speak of him in the way in
which the King of Prussia here speaks of his of-
ficers, as if they were automatons or children in
frocks. A paternal government requires an im-
mense swallowing of true manly pride upon the
part of its children.

Chitw’s Tifernry Reeard.

TRAVELS.

Campaigning on the Ozus, by J. A, MacGa-
HAN (Harper and Brothers), is an exceedingly
interesting and a ‘really valuable book of com-
bined adventure and history. The Oxus is a
river flowing in a northerly direction through
Turkestan, and emptying into the Aral Sea.
The campaign deseribed is that conducted by
the Russians against I{hiva and the Turcomans
(1873). The author is the correspondent of the
New York Herald, and his book, besides other
and more important elements of interest, affords
a graphic account of the experiences, hardships,
adventures, and characteristic qnalities of a sue-

cessful New York *“special.” The book is di-
vided into three parts. The first is one of pure-
ly personal adventure. The author describes
very briefly in a single chapter his long monot-
onous ride over the Kirghiz Steppe, which inter-
venes between Orenburg, on the frontier of En-
ropean Russia, and forts Aralsk and Petrovsky,
on the Syr, and near the Aral Sea. e gives
a very graphic picture of the station-houses—
*nothing but a hole in the earth, completely
covered with reeds and earth,” so that, * bat for
the black and white post planted in the earth,
you might easily pass one of these stations, nev-
er suspecting its presence, so completely is it





