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rel-organ in the whole fair. A boxing-booth,
however, invited the farmers and butehers
to come in and take a lesson in the once
most popular branch of the fine arts in
Great Britain., But fried fish, tobacco, and
whisky constituted a far more general at-
traction.

It only remains for us to take a look at
the winter fair which has been held in Lon-
don at those rare intervals when the frost
has been so strong and continuous that the
ice even on the Thames, as well as Serpen-
tine and other metropolitan waters, has at-
tained a solid thickness capable of bearing
the thousands of people who assembled there.
Innumerable stalls and booths for eating,
drinking, smoking, and dancing, portable
ones for roast potatoes and chestnufs, togeth-
er with swings, peep-shows, puppet-shows,
and other amusements, were rapidly erected
or wheeled on'the ice; there were also many
little card-sharping and thimble-rig tables,

roundabouts, ballad-singers, and instrument-
alists, from the humble Jew’s-harp to the os-
tentatious brass-band. The many slips and
tumbles npon the ice constituted a consider-
able part of the fun, and were promoted by
the glassy surface of various cross slides, as
well as by frequent jerks and sudden pushes
with a view to the destruetion of an equi-
librium. The erowning joy, however, was
at night, when a great boufive was lighted
upon the ice, and a bullock was roasted
whole. As the form and face of the creature
changed with the action of the flames and
the red heat, and the head and horns became
inexpressibly hideous, John Bull, far more
than his emblematic representative, might
be said to have been in his glory while dan-
cing and whirling in uncouth and rampant
mazes round the crackling and roaring
flames, amidst which the national divinity,
self-basted with black and erimson streams,
was fiercely roasting.

DELUSIONS OF MEDICINE.*
CHARMS, TALISMANS, AMULETS, ASTROLOGY, AND MESMERISM.

IF we regard the mass of people among
A whom we arve living, we are soon con-
vinced that intellectually as well as bodily
they are of very different ages. Unfortu-
nately the proportion of those adult in mind
is but small compared with those adult in
body. Most men are in the infantile or
child-like condifion.

When, therefore, we speak of the high in-
telligence of the age we must remember that
the remark applies to the few,and that these
types of advance disseminate ideas with
more or less difficnlty through the masses.
Nay, more, if too far ahead of the times, gen-
erations may elapse befors their writings
are credited.

Because the community as a whole does
thus lag behind the age, it is of interest to
us as physicians to study the medical ideas
of former times, for we shall find that all
those beliefs are prevailing in the various
grades of society, and must be contended
with, and often, alas! submitted to. It is
instruetive to the philosophical physician to
trace, as in the case of Greece, the passage
through fetichism, miracle-cure, and astrol-
ogy to a sound system of medicine such as
that propagated by Hippocrates, well called
the Divine Old Man. In the rest of Europe
—and from this point of view Americans are
BEuropeans—the same progress has taken
place as its nations have passed through
their infancy and childhood toward the
adult eondition.

* Introductory Lecture in the Medical Deparfment
of the University of New York. Seasion1872-73. De-
livered by Professor Hexney Dravir, M.D.
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In considering the cures of all ages they
may be divided into two classes: first, cures
by imagination ; and second, cures by remedies,
drugs, or hygiene. Under the former head
should be put miracle-cures, invocation,
exoreism, astrological medicine, amulets,
charms, talismans, and mesmerism ; and un-
der the latter a large part of the present plan
of treatment, alchemical in its origin, in
which drugs are relied on to crush disease.
This will eventually be succeeded by the
expectant and sustaining system, such as
Hippoerates taught when he says that dis-
ease is caused by fermentations and other
chemical changes in the fluids of the body,
and that relief comes when such substances
are discharged; that such changes may be
local, as in erysipelas, or general, as in a fe-
ver. The power of the physician is to be
shown by helping on the elimination. He
shonld watch carefully fthe progress of the
disease, and guide it without trying to stay
it.  When he has learned the course of a
disease, he may predict the issue of a case
from experience.

Let us, then, in the first place, congider
cures depending on the imagination, apparently
80 supernatural. .

That the mind can exercise a strong influ-
ence over the body might be proved by a
thousand instances. Even such an insensi-
tive tissue as the hair is authentically stated
to have turned white from grief or fear. As
Seott in Marmion says,

* For deadly fear can time outgo,
And blanch at once the hair,”

The sad case of Marie Antoinette will oc-
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GNOMES TERRIFYING A MINER.

enr to every one’smind, althongh the French
revolutionists acconnted for that in another
way. Jaundice has bheen cansed by a par-
oxysm of anger, and the relief of toothache
by ascending a dentist’'s steps. Who has
not suffered from a fit of the blues, when
‘the soul melteth away for very heaviness ¥
Macbeth may well say to the physician,
“*Canst thon not minister to a mind diseased ;

Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow ;

Raze out the written troubles of the brain;

And, with some sweet oblivioug antidote,

Cleanse the stuffed bosom of that perilous stuff
Which weighs upon the heart 7

But more than this Chancer sings—

‘““Men may die of imagination,
So depe may impression be take;

and it is well known that Sophocles died of
joy when his last tragedy was crowned with
SUCCESS,

Conversely, the body can react on the
mind ; for Voltaire profoundly remarks that
the fate of empires is decided by the in-
trigues of women and the coustipation of
kings.

Taking for granted, then, that imagination
can govern the operations of the body in
instances where the impression is strong
enough, consider the case of a nation in its
infancy. Every natural ohject contains a
good or bad spirit, and multitudes are wan-
dcrmﬂ' disembodied through the air. Dra-
per’s f' ntellectual Dev Mo}m!cnt well may say of

the Middle Ages of Europe: “In its opinion
the earth, the air, the sea, were full of invis-
ible forms. With more faith than even by
paganism itself were the supernatural pow-
ers of the images of the gods accepted, only
it was imputfed fo the influence of devils.
The lunatic was froubled by a like posses-
sion. If a spring discharged its waters with
a periodical gushing of carbonic acid gas, it
was agitated by an angel; if an unfortunate
descended into a pit and was suffocated by the
mephitie air, it was by some diemon who was
secreted ; if the miner’s torch produced an
explosion, it was owing to the wrath of some
malignant spirit gnarding a treasure, and
whose solitude had been disturbed. There
was no end to the stories, duly anthenticated
by the best human testimony, of the occa-
sional appearance of such spirits under vis-
ible forms ; there was no grotto or cool thick-
et in which angels or genii had not been seen :
no cavern without its dieemons. Though the
names were not given, it was well under-
stood that the air had its sylphs, the earth
its gnomes, the fire its salamanders, the wa-
ter its undines; fo the day belonged its ap-
paritions, to the night its fairies. The foul
air of stagnant places assumed the visible
form of diemons of abominable aspect; the
explosive gases of mines took on the shape
of pale-faced malicious dwarfs, with leathery
ears hanging down to their shoulders, and in
garments of gray cloth.”

Surrounded by such objeets of marvel and
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fear, was it wonder-
ful that men adopt-
¢d the notion that
disease was a pos-
session by devils?
When a patient was
struggling in  an
epileptic fit, did it
not indeed seem as
if a demon was
striving to obtain
possession  of his
body, and was not
exorcism by holy
men, and fervent
prayer for aid by
some benign spirit,
a natural resort
dor their infantile
and fetich -ridden
minds? Suech be-
tiefs were as real to
them as the ghosts
of a dark room are
io children now.

A profound desire
to concilinte and
form allianees with
powertful spirits or
with the devil was,
therefore, a natu-
ral consequence of
those ftimes, and
hence arose the va-
rious praetices of
magic and the be-
lief in witeheraft.
It is impossible for
me fo point out

clearly the periods
when these ideas
originated, flourished, and died, hecause in
a mixed community there are men of all in-
tellectual ages, the infants being perhaps
half a dozen centuries behind the adults,
and all cherishing their own delusions.
Multitudes of the superstitions of the Mid-
dle Ages flourish under our very eyes, I
have but to mention a horseshoe to bring
the fact home. Iven mmong the most cul-
tivated a leaven of superstifion survives:
and while we may blame Celsus for attribu-
ting diseases to the anger of the gods—
“Morbos ad iram deorum immortalinm re-
latos esse”—we should remember that many
gentlemen and ladies of to-day will pale with
fear if salt is spilled, and would as soon see
their death-warrant signed as sit down thir-
teenth at a dinner. As physicians and phys-
iologists, such things must not anger you;
you must humor them as the delusions of
children, not contradicting unless you wish
to be overwhelmed with a myriad of in-
stances in point.

The obvious resnlt of supernatural disease
and forms of cure was the coalescence of the

BT. DUNSTAN'S NEGOTIATION WITH THE DEVIL.

functions of priest and physician in one per-
son, and a resort to all kinds of magie, divina-
tion, sacrifices, incantations, exorcisms, and
eventually mercenary practices. Even as ear-
ly as a.p. 366, the Couneil of Laodices found
it necessary to forbid the study and practice
of enchantment to priests; but the tempta-
tion to persist, and gain money hy terrifying
the sick and dying, was so great that the
Lateran Council, A.p. 1123, had to forbid all
medical attendance by the clergy, and that
of A.D. 1139 threatened the disobedient with
excommunication. Medicine was never com-
pletely severed from theology till physicians
were allowed to marry. There is a singular
resemblance between this state of affairs and
that in Greece 1500 years before, just previons
to the fime of Hippocrates.

As the idea of fetichism died out among
the more intelligent classes of Europe, the
gods and demons who had inhabited sur-
rounding objects were exiled to more distant
spheres, and became controllers of the plan-
etary motions.  Simultaneously astrology
arose, and horoscopes, nativities, and man-
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sions of the sky filled the minds of men.
Mackay remarks: ‘An undue opinion of our
own importance is at the bottom of all our
unwarrantable notions in this respect. How
flattering to the pride of man to think that
the stars in their courses wateh over him,
and typify by their movements and aspects
the joys or the sorrows that await him!
He, less in proportion to the universe than
the all but invisible insects that feed in
myriads on a snmmer leaf are to this great
globe itself, fondly imagines that eternal
worlds were chiefly ereated fo prognosticate
his fate. How we should pity the arrogance
of the worm that crawls at our feet if we
kuew that it also desired to know the secrets
of futurity, and imagined that meteors shot
athwart the sky to warn it that a tomtit
was hovering near to gobble it up!”

There is, nevertheless, a delusive basis for
astrology, for in certain great natural phe-
nomena the influence of distant orbs is
plainly traced. The moon and sun con-
jointly rule the tides; the aurora and the
magnetism of the earth seem to depend on
eruptions and eyclones in the sun; maxima
and minima of death are related to the rofa-
tion of the earth on its axis, and the inelina-
tion of that axis to the plane of the orbit.
There is even a subtler connecfion; for chem-
istry has shown that, with one or two excep-
tions, all the foree upon the globe, whether
exhibited in the simple process of combus-
tion or in the highest manifestations of an-
imal life, is only a minute fraction of the

power sent forth from the eentral luminary
and transmuted here. Living beiugs are
truly children of the sun.

The astrologers were not, however, con-
tent with any such general proposition.
Lilly, in a copy of his work, published in
1647, that I have used, says: “There is
nothing appertaining to the life of man in
this world which in one way or another hath
not relation to the twelve houses of heaven:
and as the twelve signes are appropriate to
the particular members of man’s body, so
also do the twelve honses represent not onely
the severall parts of man, but his actions,
quality of life, and living; and the enriosity
and judgment of our forefathers in astrology
was such as they have allotted to every
house a particular signification, and so dis-
tinguished humane accidents thronghout
the whole twelve houses as he that under-

| stands the questions appertaining to each

of them shall not want sufficient grounds
whereon to judge, or give a rationall answer
upon any contingent acecident and snccesse
thereof.” In this book of 900 pages there is
a world of quaint and curious information :
the planet Saturn, for instance, *signitieth
one of a swart color, palish like lead, or of a
blacke, earthy brown; one of rough skin,
thick, and very hairy on the body ; not great
eyes ; many times his complexion is between
blacke and yellow, or as if he had a spice of
the blacke or yellow jaundies; he is leane,
erooked, or beetle-browed; a thin whay
beard ; great lips like the black-Moores; he
lookes to the ground; is slow in mofion;
either is bow-legged or hits one leg or knee
against the other; most part a stinking
breath; seldome free from a congh: he is
erafty for his own ends, seducing people to
his opinion ; full of revenge and malice, lit-
tle caring for the church or religion; it’s a
foule, nasty, slovenly knave ; a great eater,
or one of a large stomacke ; a brawling fel-
low ; big, great shoulders ; covetous, and yet
seldome rich.”

Three planets, it appears, “signifie cures
of diseases: 27 by money and good councell ;
u by medicine ; @ by magick naturall, divine
assistance, or chance.”

Werenfels, speaking of an astrological be-
liever, says: ““He will not commit his seed
to the earth when the soil, but when the
moon, requires it. He will have his hair
cut when the moon is either in Leo, that his
locks may stare like the Lion’s shag, or in
Aries, that they may eurl like a ram’s horn.
Whatever he would have to grow, he sets
about it when she is in her increase ; but for
what he would have made less, he chooses
her wane. When the moon is in Taurus he
never ean he persnaded to take physie, lest
that animal which chews its cud should
make him east it nup agnin.  If ar any time
he has 2 mind to be admitted to the presence

of a priuce, e will wait till the moon is in
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conjunction with the sun,
for "tis then the society of
an inferior with a supe-
rior is salutary and suc-
cessful.”  And Huodibras
believes in

“The Queen of Night, whose
vast command
TRules all the sen and half the

- 4 e
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brai .

In ;ﬂ?ls'spring-tides at mid i { ']_’bq, (J 17 i 64‘5. 9
night reigns.”" 05‘,_"' X 7 Fon) A imn:

Shakspeare puts info the
mouth of Trineulo thaf
Caliban is a moon-ealf—
that is, a brate spawned
by the moonlight on the
seum of the sea—because
he has “a very ancient
and fish-like smell; a
kind of, not of the new-
est.”

The accompanying fig-
ure of a horoseope is from
Liliy’s book, and the text
explaining it is as fol-
lows:

“«JUDGMENT OF THE FIGURE AFORESAID.

“he gigne ascending, viz., W, is in the figure most
afflicted by the corporall presence of &, who is partly
lord of the eighth house; therefore from that house
and signe must we require the discase, cause, and
member grieved. & being the signe of the sixt, is
fixed, aMicted by & ; and %, who is lord of the gixt
fiouse, is in #, & fixed signe, earthly and melancholy,
of the same nature aud triplicity that ny, the signe
ascending, is of ; the ) being negeneral eignificatrix in
all digeases, being aflicted by her proximity to &, and
posited in the ascendant in an earthly melancholy

gigne, together with the other significators, did por-
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TWhether the Sick woulv libe ov Bpe, any What bis

Discase was.

tend the patient to be wonderfully afilicted wiih the
spleen, with the wind-cholick, and melancholy ob-
atruetions in the bowels and small-guts, small feavers,
a remisse pulse; and as the signe 1) is the signe ae-
cending, and J and g therein, it argued, the sick was
perplexed with distempers in his head, slept unquiet-
Iy, ete.  [AU which was true.]

“1 perswaded the man to make his peace with God,
and to settle hig house in order, for 1 did not perceive
by naturall causes that he could live above ten or
twelve days.”

To this very day a lingering confidence in
planetary domination is retained. The moon
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CANKEL~O0AL MAKING REVELATIONS TO DE. DEE.

i8 believed to regulate the weather, and par-
ticularly the fall of rain, when, in truth, she
has nothing whatever to do with it. So in
our present almanacs one page usually con-
tains the figure of a man with associated
signs of the zodiac. As Southey deseribes
it : “There Homo stands, naked but not
ashamed, upon the two Fishes, one foot upon
each, the fish being neither in air, nor water,
nor upon earth, but self-suspended, as it ap-
pears, in the void. Aries has alighted with
two feet on Homo's head, and has sent a
shaft through the forehead into the brain;
Taurus has quietly seated himself across his
neck; the Gemini are riding astride a lit-
tle below his right shoulder. The whole
trink is laid open, as if part of the old ac-
cursed punishment for high treason had
been performed upon him. The Lion ocen-
pies the thorax as his proper domain, and
the Crab is in possession of the abdomen;
Sagittarius, volant in the void, has just let
fly an arrow, which is on the way to his
right arm; Capricornns breathes out a vis-
ible influence that penetrates bofh knees;
Aquarins infliets similar punetureés upon
both legs; Virgo fishes, as it were, at the
intestines, Libra at that parf affected by
school-masters in their anger; and Scorpio
takes the wickedest aim of all.”

This figure is stated by Champollion to be
derived by descent from the Egyptian ritual
for the dead, and is often found in their
papyri.

So, again, doctors still put at the begin-
ning of a preseription the astrological sign
for Jupiter, 2f, looking like R, and supposed
t0 mean recipe.

I might multiply observations upon as-
trology ad infinitum,; for hundreds upon hun-
dreds of books have been written in various
tongues, some legible and some utterly in-
comprehensible, some by arrant impostors,
but more by men full of faith. But we must
pass to other imagination-cures, such as tal-
ismans, amulets, and charms. It is only
necessary in closing to state that in early
Chrisfian times the hold of Greek and Latin
astrology was found fo be so strong that
the Church had to countenance if, but, of
course, the names of heathen deities were
suitably replaced. For instance, in the left
hand the top joint of the thumb was dedi-
cated to the Saviour, the second joint to the
Virgin ; the top joint of the forefinger to St.
James, the second to St. John the Evange-
list, the thivd to St. Peter ; the first joint of
the second finger to St. Simon, the second
to St. Matthew, the third to St. James the
Greater, ete.

Talismans were natural ohjects, generally
imagined to be marked like the signs of the
planets or zodiac, but sometimes they were
precions stones, They are confounded to
a certain exfent with amulets, which Ara-
bie word signifies any thing suspended.
Charms, on the other hand, from the Latin
carmen, a song, refer to written spells, col-



DELUSIONS OF MEDICINE.

301

lections of words often without sense, like
the famous Abracadabra.

In the time of the Crusades, as so inter-
estingly narrated by Scott in the Talisman,
faith in the virtnes of precious stones was
universal, and to each was attributed spe-
cial properties. The heliotrope, or blood-
stone, now worn in seal rings so much,
“gtancheth blood, driveth away poisons,
preserveth health ; yea, and some wrife
that it provoketh raine and darkeneth the
sunne, suffering not him that beareth it to
be abused.” “A topaze healeth the luna-
ticke person of his passion of lunacie.” The
garnet assisteth sorrow and recreates the
heart; the chrysolite is the friend of wis-
dom and enemy of folly, The great gquack,
Dr. Dee, had a lump of cannel-coal that
could predict.

In the fancied resemblances found among
talismans none are more extraordinary than
those associated with color. Beeause Avi-
genna had said that red corpnscles moved
the blood, red colors must be employed in
diseases of that fluid, and even in 1765 the
Emperor Franeis I. was wrapped up in
scarlet cloth to eure the small-pox, and so
died. Flannel dyed nine times in blue was
good for serofula.

Among amulets that of Pope Adrian was
curious : it consisted of dried toad, arsenic,
tormentil, pearl, coral, hyacinth, smaragd,
and tragacanth, and was hung rvound the
neck, and never removed. The arsenic
amulets worn dunring the plague in London
were active on the prineiple that one poison
would prevent the entry of another. Ash-
mole’s cure for ague was to take, early in
the morning, a good dose of elixir, and hang
three spiders abouf his neck, “ which drove
it away, God be thanked.”

Such statements may canse a smile, and
men may say that it is well-nigh incredible
that similar silly superstitions should ever
have seriously influenced people; but the
laugh is soon turned if we inquire whether
any of these beliefs have come down fo our
time. How many now think there is virtue
in camphor to prevent infection ; that sul-
phur or a horse-chestnnt in the pocket is
good for rheumatism! Go to Italy and see

GETTATURA.

grown-up men carrying amulets, like a part-
ly extended hand, to prevent the effects of
the evil-eye. Coral is still worn as recom-
mended by Paracelsus for infants, and many

add to the mineral bells of silyer, by which
soreerers and witches may be frightened off,
on the same principle that bigger bells were
used to scare comets away. Perhaps in this
latter instance mothers act unwittingly, and
only know by tradition that there is some
good in the toy, for in many cases usage has
continued a practice the significance of
which is lost. As an illustration, necklaces
and bracelets were originally not articles of
ornament, but real amulets ; those found on
Bgyptian mummies are carved with charae-
ters relating to the future of' the body, the
searabgens, or tumble-bug, typifying symbol-
ically by his performances the resurrection.

With regard fo charms a wrong idea pre-
vails: the true charm is writfen, and is not
a natural or carved objeet; wafich charms
are in reality talismans or amulets. The
virtue that resides in such verses is very
great, for Cato the Censor says that a dislo-
cation may be reduced by taking a reed four
or five feet long, cutting it in the middle,
and letting two men hold the ends opposite
one another. While this is doing, say, ¢ In
Arto 8. . Moras viETA, DARIES DARDARI-
ES AsTARIES DISSUNAPITUR,” then separate
them with a piece of iron, and bind them to
the dislocation. It has been naively re-
marked that this system of cure works best
in nmervons and periodical disorders. The
phylacteries of the Pharisees were charms.

Allied to charms was faith in numbers,
and particularly in odd numbers. “There's
luck in odd numbers, says Rory O'More ;"
or, to go back a few centuries, “Numero
Dens impare gandet” (God enjoys an odd
number); or, still earlier, hear Pythagoras
declare that number is the essence or first
prineiple of things. Singularly enough,
modern chemistry, in adopting the atomic
theory and symbolie notation, seems to lend
itself to this conclusion, for it couples hy-
drogen with 1, oxygen with 16, ete. ; and our
daily papers attribute special powers to the
seventh daughter of a seventh danghfer, ag
the advertising columns show. The taint
of old things hangs about us yet.

Perhaps of all forms of cure the most mi-
raculous, not in its effects, but as illustrating
the credulousness of men, and their utter
blindness to contradictions staring them in
the face, was the royal touch for king's-evil.
Of course no scrofulous patient ever could
have been benefited, and yet Charles IL.,
between May, 1662, and April, 1682, touched
92,107 persons ; he had to set a regular day,
Friday, for the purpose, and often tonched
250 persons at a sitting, presenting each with
a touch-piece of gold. I suspect that this
gift must have had something to do with the
number of cures, for impostors were drawn
by multifudes, and yet he had the patients
sifted out by his surgeon before they were
presented. Johnson, the great lexicogra-
pher, when four years old, among others, was
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tonched by Queen Anne, but without avail. | of a thief

How such a belief could have been sustained
surpasses comprehension ; buf yet many of
you may remember Dr. Newton and his im-
posing of hands, in the vicinity of Cooper
Union, within a few years,

On the imagination-cures I have thus far
spoken of, all, doubtless, put a common esti-
mate; but in the next, the last I shall refer
to, people now would begin to divide ; and
should I venture into our own times, and
mock at psychic force and table-tipping, an-
gry passions might rise, and harmony be dis-
turbed.

Mesmerism originated at the same period
as our Revolution, and was in reality an at-
tempt to replace demons and spirits by a
natural force—magnetism—and thus come
" into relation with the spirit of the times.
By the ingenious coalescence of truths estab-
lished by experiment with statements rest-
ing on nothing, multitudes were, and are
still, deluded. Mesmer hegan by expound-
ing a truth which is more and more forcing
itself on the attention of scientific men:
“That the sun, moon, and fixed stars mutu-
ally affect each other in their orbits; that
they cause and direct in our earth a flux and
reflux not only in the sea but in the atmos-
phere ; that there is a medinm of a subtile
and mobile nature which pervades the uni-
verse, and associates all things together in
mutual intercourse and harmony.” Sure
enough, electricify is such a medinm,

The application of magnetic ideas to cure
does not belong to Mesmer: it had been prac-
ticed long before, for Paracelsus gives a
method of transplanting diseases from man
into the earth: “Take a magnet impregna-
ted with mummy and mixed with rich earth;
in the earth sow some seeds that have a con-
gruity or homogeneity with the disease;
then lef this earth, well siffed and mixed

who has been hanged and left in
the air, of real mummy, of human blood stil}l
warm, each one ounce ; of human suet two
ounces ; of linseed-oil, turpentine, and Arme-
nian bole each two ounces. Mix all well in
& mortar, and keep the salve in an oblong
narrow urn,”  The sword was to be dipped
in blood from the wound and anointed with
thesalve,and putin a cool place. Thewound
wis to be kept clean, covered with linen, and
dressed every day.
Dryden, in his Tempest, has the following
dialogne between Hippolito and Miranda:
Hir. Oh! my wound paing me.
Mir. I am come to ease you.
[She wnwraps the sword.
Hie. Alag! T feel the cold air come to me:
My wound shoots worse than ever.
[She wipes and anoints the sword.
Miz. Does it still grieve you?
Hre. Now methinks there’s something
Laid jost upon it
Miz. Do you feel no ease?
Hir. Yes, yes: upon the sudden all the pain
Is leaving me. Sweet Heaven! how 1 am eased !
Peftigrew, in his valuable work, speaking
of such salves and sympathetic powders,
says: “ It is not at all surprising that enres
of this description should soon be looked
upon as the result of magiec, incantations,
and other supernatural means, and that the
professors of the sympathetic art, therefore,

 should have been anxious to account for the
| effects by natural causes.

Such appears to
have been Sir Kenelm Dighy's chief aim be-
fore the doctors of Monfpellier, and similar
reasonings upon the subject may be found
in the writings of the supporters of the sys-
tem already mentioned, who advocated the
plan of treatment, and vouched for its effica-
cy. In this search for natural means to ac-
count for the phenomena obtained, the ob-
vious one was overlooked, and the history I
have given would have been uninteresting
but for the valuable practical lesson which

with mummy, be laid in an earthen vessel,
and let the seeds committed to it be watered
daily with a lotion in which the di.'seuscd'
limb or body has been washed. Thus will

the disease be transplanted from the human |
body to the seeds which arve in the earth. |
Having done this, transplant the seeds from
the earthen wvessel to the ground, and wait
till they begin to sprout into herbs: as they
inerease the disease will diminish, and when
they have arrived at their full growth it
will disappear altogether.”

Kircher had a remarkable plan for redu-
cing hernia, consisfing in putting a poultice
of iron filings on the outside, and then caus-
‘ing the patient to swallow a magnet, ground
to powder, which, when it arrived opposite
the spot. would draw in the fumor.

Magnetism was also applied to surgery,
and gave rise to weapon salves, which were
an improvement on those of ancient times,
such as the following, recommended by Para-

celsus: “Take of moss growing on the head

these experiments have afforded. We owe
to this folly the introduction of one of the
first principles of surgery—one which in this
country has done more to advance the sci-
ence than any other besides—one which has
saved a vast amount of human suffering, and
preserved inuumerable lives. The history
of the doefrine of healing wounds by the
powder of sympathy is the history of adhe-
sion, the history of union by the first in-
tention—a practice which until the time of
John Hunter was mever fairly developed
or distinetly comprehended...... An incised
wound is the most simple of its kind ; these.
it must be remembered, were the deseription
of wounds to which the sympathetical curers
resorted, and their seeret of cure is to be ex-
plained by the rest and quiet which the
wounded parts were permifted to enjoy, in
opposition to the ordinary treatment under
the fallacious doetrine and practice of that
day of digesting, mundificating, inearnating,
ete. Surgeons in former times seem really



DELUSIONS OF MEDICINE.,

DUTCH ALGHENIST AND HIS BTARVING WIFE.

by their modes of treatment to have tried
how far it was possible to impede, insfead
of to facilitate, the processes of nature, and
to those who are acquainted with modern
surgery it almost appears miraculous that
they ever should have been able to have
produced union of any wound whatever.
‘What is the mode of treatment now employ-
ed by a surgeon in the healing of a wound ?
To elear it from extraneous matter, to bring
the edges in apposition, to keep them in con-
tact by a proper bandage, to modify tem-
perature, and to give rest. What is this
but the mode of procedure on the part of
the sympathetical curers 7 They washed the
wonnd with water, kept it clean and undis-
turbed, and in a few days the union of parts
—the process of adhesion—was perfected,
and the cure was complete. The doetrine
of adhesion—the exudation of lymph, the
janetion of old or the formation of new ves-
sels, and the consequent agglutination of
parts—was then ill understood ; subfle and
in many instances, it must be admitted, in-
genious reasons were resorted to to account
for the effects produced, and the true solu-
tion of the process was overlooked. The ef-
fect was apparent, but fhe cause was ob-
seure.”

Mesmer's operations depended on exciting
the imagination by every device that conld
appeal to the senses. His house was lux-
uriously furnished, lighted by the richest
stained glass, perfumed by the most over-

whelming odors, and filled with a sighing
of sweet mugic and soft female voices. Ac-
cording to Mackay’s deseription: “In the
centre of a saloon was placed an oval vessel
abouf four feet in its longest diameter and
a foot deep. In this were laid a number of
wine-botfles filled with magnetized water,
well corked up, and disposed in radii with
their necks ontward. Water was then pour-
ed into the vessel so as just to cover fhe bot-
tles, and filings of iron were thrown in oc-
casionally to heighten the magnetic effect.
The vessel was covered with an iron cover
pierced with many holes, and was called the
baquet. From each hole issued a long mov-
able rod of iron, which the patients were to
apply to such parts of their bodies as were
afilicted. Around this baquet the patients
were dirvected to sif, holding each other by
the hand, and pressing their knees together
as closely as possible, to facilitate the pas-
sage of the magnetic fluid from one to the
other. Then came in the assistant mag-
netizers, generally strong, handsome young
men, to pour into the patient from their fin-
ger-tips fresh streams of the wondrous fluid.
They embraced the patients between the
knees, rabbed them gently down the spine
and in the course of the nerves, using gentle
pressure on the breasts of the ladies, and
staring them out of countenance to magnet-
ize them by the eye. Gradually the cheeks
of the ladies began to glow, their imagina-
tions to become inflamed, and off they went
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marrow of cassiaz
every night put a
plaster of saffron,
Tose leaves, sandal-
wood, aloes, and am-
ber lignefied in oil
of roses and wax
over the heart. In
the morning inclose
the plasterinalead-
en hox; eat chick-
ens that have been
first  starved and
then fed on a broth
| of serpents and vin-
|| egarthickened with
wheat and bran.
Here is an illus-
tration of alchemic-
al symbolic writing.
To the initiated the
figure explained it-
self, and in many
works there was no
exact writfen elnei-

ALOHEMICAT BYMUOLE,

one after another in convulsive fits.” DBut
enough of such perilous proceedings and the
libertine societies based upon them ; let us
turn to systems

OF CURE BY REMEDIES.

All treatment by drugs was based on al-
chemieal ideas, which in their turn were an
offshoot of pantheism. The whole world
has a sonl; hence every object has a sonl or
spirif, which may, by snitable means, be ex-
pressed or solicifed onf. Fire and distilla-
tion, with incantations and charms, enabls
the philosopher to subtilize and purify these
essences, and ascertain and utilize their va-
rious properfies. So a spirit could then, as
now, be procured from wine more powerful
than the wine, and a ghost evoked from
chalk able to tear apart the strongest metal
vessel.

The spirit of the most noble of metals was
long sought for as the elixir of life. Geber
is made to say it should assuredly cure all
maladies, for gold is the only metal withouf
disease ; but when he discovered aqua regia,
and had the gold in a potable or dissolved
condition, how intense must have been his
disappointment! It is devoid of curafive
property. Albertus Magnus and Thomas
Aquinas, however, discovered enough of the
secret of life to animate a figure of brass, and
make it perform the duties of a domesfic:
housekeepers say that a brazen kind of serv-
ant exists to this day.

Upon equally anthentic testimony it is as-
gerted that Alain de Lisle added sixty years
to his life, and a recipe by Arnold di Vila-
nova shows how to add one hundred years.
Rub yourself two or three times a week with

dation ; hut accom-
panying this was
the following paragraph, the meaning of
which is that gold (he lion) can be purified
by antimony (the gray wolf), which is libera-
ted from its gray sulphuret by iron (valorous
Muars). The figure is from Basil Valentine's
work.

“The king’s diadem is made of pure gold,
and a chaste bride must be married to him ;
wherefore, if ye will work on our bodies,
take the most ravenous gray wolf, which
by reason of his name is subject to valor-
ous Mars, but by the genesis of his nativity
he is the son of old Safurn, found in mountains
and in valleys of the world. He is very hun-
gry ; east unto him the king’s body, that he
may be nourished by it; and when he hath
devoured the king make a great five, into
which cast the welf, that he be quite burned ;
then will the king be at liberty again : when
ye have done this thrice, then hath the lion
overcome the wolf, neither can he find any
more in him to feed on.”

I might go on with these details for days,
from the ethereal discoveries of Heydon, the
Rosicrucian, who thought a man might live
without eating or drinking, and that there
was a ‘“fine foreign fatness” in pure air, and
that a plaster of nicely cooked meat on the
epigastrium would satisfy the most vora-
cious—through all the search for the elixir
vitie, the philosopher’s stone, and the powder
of projection, up to those really grand discov-
eries which lie at the bottom of modern chem-
istry, and ave the basis of our daily comforts
and present medication. But we have had
enough of the follies of our ancestors: let us
delude ourselves into the belief that we are
men and they were children, and leave to
future times the pleasing task of pulling ns
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to pieces, and laughing at our faith in drngs
and fragmentary knowledge of the real
conrse and nature of disease. When sei-
enee has displaced quackery; when the or-
ganic ehemistry of the body is anderstood,
and missing ingredienfs can be supplied
and noxious ones expelled ; when dangerous
germs are filtered from the air men breathe,
the food they eat, and the water they drink
—then medicine will become exact, and
cease to be uncertain,

The ground-work for such hopes is partly
found in the tendency that the advanced
medical men of this day have to defermine
the efficacy of treatment by experiment, and
not by faith and hypothesis. To be sure, the
patient must be encouraged to hope for the
best results, and not be harassed by the
doubts that beset the mind of his physi-
cian, to whom the empirical nature of treat-
ment is only too obvious.

But more efficacious than this has been,
and will be, the abandonment of the idea
that, in addition to a soul, the body of man
presents another, lower form of spirit—a
vital force which regulates the ordinary ac-
tions of the system, and dominates over and

connterbalances the usual physical forces
that rule the inorganic world. Such an idea
strikes at the root of all application of ex-
terior experiment to living beings, and is a
relic of the fetich-worshiping age of nations,
when every breeze was the breath of a demi-
god, and every cloud a frown—when the
crashing lightning was a bolt sped by Jove,
and the thunder the angry rolling of his car.
It is associated with the time when naked
savages were praying to the spirit of a dried
cow’s tail,

In these days of the impersonality of
foree, men know that there is no power
which can resist that fiat of Omnipotence,
the natural laws, ruling equally an ultra-
mieroseopic atom or a succession of worlds
streteched throughont the infinity of space.
There is, therefore, a reason that physicians
should apply discoveries of actions seen in
the outer world to the inner workings of
the body ; and hence organic chemistry, the
microscope, the spectroscope, methods of
physical exploration, electrical conduections
and induetions, theories of germ origin of
disease, ete, are applied to investigation

and cure.

OLD KENSINGTON.
By MISS THACKERAY.

CHAPTER XXXVII.

IN AN EMPTY ROODM.

MONG inquiring friends Mrs. Morgan

was one of the first and most persistent.
Mrs. Palmer was very tired of her whispers
and emphasis, and yawned and fidgeted
without disguise, not a little to the elder
lady’s indignation. Mrs. Morgan’s one con-
solation was that Mrs. Palmer felt, as they

did, that dear Rhoda had behaved admira-
bly and with the greatest diseretion. Dolly
is not at all kind about it, said Mrs, Morgan,
Rhoda had come to see Dolly with a little
modest, self-satisfied air that was very be-
coming to her. Dolly came from up stairs
with heavy, red eyes.  She had been erying,
and was quite tired and confused with the
two days’ anxiety. Rhoda’s kiss certainly
was no comfort to her. If Rhoda had only
told Dolly of George’s moonlight visit it
might have been of some use, but of this the
girl did not say one word.

That same day Dolly, coming down into
the garden, found Raban with her mother,
and she went up eagerly to meet him, hoping
for the news she was looking for, But news
there was none, although her mother, arm in
arm with Raban, had been for the last hour
slowly pacing the gravel-walks, recapitn-
lating all their anxieties and all the com-
plaints they had against that tiresome boy.

“The Admiral will be so shocked. I ex-
pect him hourly ; and I look to you, Mr. Ra-
ban, to tell me the plain trath.”

The plain truth was that Frank counld dis-
cover nothing of George.  All that long day
he had followed up every trace, been every
where, questioned every one, ineludi ng Rho-
da, without result. He had come now in
the faint hope of finding him at howme, after
all.  When Dolly came to meet them he
thought she looked anxious enough already,





