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THE OLD ROMANS AT HOME,
[Retter X.]

TOME OF EEOUNDUS.
CADALLAN IN ROME TO PENDA IN BRITAIN,
Xth day of Quinctilis,

Year of Rome DCCCXXXY.
) BLOVED FRIEND,—See how I keep
my promise.to tell you, by letter, all
about the home life of Romans, who are just
now our masters. I write on triple-wett
charta Augusta, as smooth as a lady’s cheek,
and which takes the color for my drawings
more kindly than does any other sort of the

paper of Egypt.

I have come, as you know, as a messenger
from Agricola, now among the hills of Cale-
donia, bearing a laurel-decked letter to his
late consular associate, Titus Flayvins Domi-
tian, for whom the soldiers shouted Impera-
tor! and he now wears the purple. It isour
hest policy, dear Penda, to serve well when
we can nof reign; and it is for that reason
that I joined the army and am now here.
I am lodged in fhe house of the young pa-
frician Caius Cornelins Taeitus, who, youn
know, married Julia, the sweet daughter of
Agricola, in the very year when her father
was made governor of Britain.

I will not now tell you of our perilous
journey through Gaul. I will enly write
that T crossed the Channel from the chalk
cliffs to Gessoriacum in a large galley on a
calm day, with ten horsemen who composed
my guard, and their spirited little beasts
and mine from the pastures of Flavia Cwmsa-
riensis, as our masters call the country of
our beloved Iceni. Across broad plains and
dismal marshes, and over great wooded hills
and lofty mountains, we made anr way into

Ttaly, and entered Rome by the Flavinian
Way, which is lined with tombs or sepulchral
urns, The laws of the Twelve Tables for-
bid all burials within the city, and so the
graves of the poor and the stately urns hold-
ing the ashes of the rich (for they burn the
bodies) arve by the way-side. These tombs
are somefimes made at the public expense.
I send you a drawing of one of the plainer
sort. It is that of Marcus Aurelius Secun-
dus, one of Augustus Cwmsar’s veteran sol-
diers. It bears his effigy, by which you may
see how honored men dress on public occa-

| sions. I also send you one of an elegant urn

that stands npon a pedestal of porphyry, not
far distant from the other. It is wrought of
black marble, such as the statue of Seneca
has just been made of. Upon the lid stands
a sorrowing boy with a torch inverted so as

| | to extinguish it. This is a favorite way here
of symbolizing the end of life.

S0 soon as we had entered Rome my
guards, before partaking of refreshments,
hurried to the Temple of Concord, on the
slope of the Capitoline, to pay their vows to
their gods ; while I, with better knowledge,
learned from the venerated priests of the
groves, breathed a silent hymn of gratitude
to the Omnipotent Oue whose chief minister
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rules the day. After ablutions at the ther-
me on the Via Lata, I passed slowly along
the Via Saera in meridian heaf, resting a
little in the shade of the Arch of Titus, and
thence to the audience chamber of the im-
perial home on the Palatine. T put Agric-
ola’s dispatches into the hands of the em-
peror, anud then sought the house of Tacitus
in the Carine, at the corner of a little angi-
portus.

The emperor treats me kindly, for T bore
him good news. He commended me to sen-
ators and nobles, who call me Cadallan the
Pictor; and sometimes, in good nature, they
fondle me as they would a girl, for T am fair
and ruddy, and they look upon picture-mak-
ing, in which T delight, as effeminate busi-
ness, fitting for the ocenpation of the de-
spised Greeks only. But it suifs my fancy
and serves us both, for by a few lines and a
little color I ean tell you more about the
home life of this people than by writing over
many leaves, -

I have been a weleome guest in some of
the best houses in Rome ; and with the bright
young Caius Plinius Ceeilins Secundns, who
pleads so eloquently before the courts of the
cenfumviri and the senate, I have visited
his country house at Laurentum, seventeen
miles from the eity, which belonged to his
unele and foster-father, the admiral who lost
his life at Stabiwe when Pompeii and Hercu-
laneum were buried in lava and ashes seven
years ago, He is enlarging and adorning it.
I have also been to Varre’s villa at Casinum,
which Antony plundered and greatly in-
jured; but it is magnificent even now. I

have learned much of Roman life by con-
tinued observation and inquiry, and what
I have learned I will now tell you.

There are two sorts of houses in Rome. One
is for the common people. merchants and me-
chanies, and they are called insule, because
there ave several of them in a group, like lit-
tle islands. Those of each group are gener-
ally owned by one man, who hires the houses
to others. In one of these, close by the Ap-
pian Way, lived that Paunlus, a Jew (whom
your father, as he told me, saw here), who
was brought to Rome a prisoner about twen-
ty years ago, accused by his countrymen of
sedition, beeause he proclaimed a new relig-
ion started in Judma by a man who, they
say, declared himself to be King of the Jews,
and which has made so great a stir there and
here that the emperor has forbidden these
Christians, as they are called, assembling to-
gether, These plainer houses are usually one
story in height, with only three, and some-
times four, rooms.

The other sort of houses, belonging to
people of quality, is called domus. Some of
these are magnificent, and have as many
as four floors, one above the other. The
first floor is for the use of the servants, and
the bath. The second floor contains the
grand apartments for guests and the fam-
ily, ineluding the great eating-hall. The
new city will be much more magnificent
than the old one was when Nero, as many
believe, set it on fire eighteen years ago.
The streets are made wider, and are kept
clean by great sewers, and rivers of water
that flow fhrough it from fhe distant hills
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along magnificent agqueduets. The houses
are larger than before, and many are built
of Alban stone, and are so made fire-proof.
Before the better sort of houses are vesti-
bules, or open courts, adjoining the street.
Each house incloses a vestibule on three
sides, In the middle portion is the front-
door, two-leaved in form, furnished with
a movable lock, and also bolts and bars,
Some of these doors are very elegant. T
have seen one made of polished marble, and
two others were of bronze. Such is the
jauna of the son of Nero’s wealthy freed-
man on the Viens Tuscus. Rich ornaments
cover many of them, and the locks also bear
beautitnl devices. The keys are multiform,
as the drawings show. Seme smaller keys,
for securing chests and cabinets, are fasten-
ed to finger-rings, and used as seals upon

the monuths of the amphore of the wine-cel- |

lar, which none but the master dare break.
Most of the doors have knockers made of
bronze, often of curions workmanship, such
as you see here, which shows a satyr’s

U/ b

}l‘ead. Many have bells hanging ontside,
These knockers and bells summon the por-
ter, who is chained within the ostinm, or
front hall, elose to the door (with a fettered
dog for his companion), and has a little
room within reach of his tether. Some of
these bells are beautifully wrought, as you
see; and on one of them, used in this hos-
pitable house, is a Greek inscription in Ro-
man letters that signifies Earth, Air, Fire,
and Water, which, Seneca taught, are the
four elements of nature. The same bells
are used for ealling the family from bed and
to their meals, They arve also hung at the
gates of the temples, and smaller ones are
often fustened to the necks of horses, oxen,
and sheep, attached to straps. The cify
watchmen carry them at night. I give you
the forms of some of them, but I can not
send you their sweet sounds, which often
rival the melody of the nightingale in your
own dear Canti. I am told that in Athens
the doors of houses close upon the streets
open outward, and that persons about to go
out knock on the inside to notify the passer-
by on the narrow pavement to get out of
the way.

In the event of a marriage the doors here
arve adorned with pots and wreaths of hay
and myrile, and musicians play in the vesti-
bule, while the people stand in crowds at
the gate, and there receive each a little
bride-cake, made of white flour from the
corn of Dalmatia, mixed with anise and new
wine. A birth is announced by suspending
a chaplet of sweet flowers, such as the rose
of Persia and the heliotrope of Sicily, upon
the front-door. A death is indicated by pots
of eypress set in front of the door. Some-
times, on festive occasions, the whole vesti-
bule is covered with branches of trees and
flowering shrubs. So covered was the street
court of Senator Dentatus, the other day,
when his daughter was married to a nephew
of Flavius Josephus, an honored Roman Jew

BELLE:
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now living here, and a great favorite of |
the Empress Domitia. In the evening the
whole space was lighted by many-colored |
lanterns, which made the falling waters of
the fountain appear like a shower of pre-
cious stones.

I have spoken of the bath on the lower
floor. There is one in every good house, for
the Romans have learned from the Greeks
the advantages of cleanliness. They never
fail to bathe just before the evening meal,
the principal one of the day, whieh is par- |
taken of by the higher classes at about the
ninth hour. There are magnificent public
baths open every day from sunrise till sun-
set to all elasses of people. Connected with
these are ample places for exercise and
amusement, schools, and halls for eating,
where the bathers pay for what they con-
sume. The price for a bath is only one
quadrans, the smallest copper coin in use

. i o 3
A QUADRANE, INTERIOR OF BATHING-ROOM

here. Children are admitted free. Men |sweating-room, which is filled with warm
and women have generally bathed together; | vapor, and thence into the bath-room,which
but a more decent way has been introduced | is furnished with a large marble basin with
in the new therms, where they have sepa- | a wide rim, whereon the bathers sift waiting
rate apartments. Bathers who can afford it | their turn to be rubbed, or rub themselves.
hire men or boys fo rub them with pumice, Under the sweating and bath rooms are the
fires that give heat to the air and water.
After leaving the bath the bather passes
slowly through the sweating-room into the
tepidarium. There he is anointed with per-
fumed oils brought from a room back of the
frigidarium, where it is kept in jars on
shelves like fthose in the shop of an apoth-
ecary. After remaining in the tepidarium
long enough to become cool, the bather goes
into the frigidarinm and dresses himself,
The several rooms which form a complete
bath may be seen in the drawing, beginning
with the hot bath on the left, and passing to
the right, through the sweating, the warm,
and the cold room, to the perfume chamber.
Very rich women sometimes bathe in milk,
becanse it makes fthe skin soft and white.
Nero's queen, Poppma Sabina, the marvelous-

BTRIGILE,

or with an iron instrument called a strigil,
and also with a sponge or towel. The poor
rub themselves.

The baths are generally divided into five i

compartments, The bather first enters a cold
room called the frigidarium, where the dis-
robing is done. From this he passes into
the tepidarium, or warm room. Out of the
warm-air room he goes into the sudafio, or

ly beautiful as well as the marvelously wick-
| ed usurper of Octavia’s bed, kept fifty she-
asses, even when journeying, which were
milked to furnish her with the means for a
daily bath in the fluid.

The atrium, or large family apartment, is
the most important room in the house. The
jrich fit it up in great splendor sometimes,
for in it they receive their guests, and alse
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the train of people who come daily to pay
their respects to the master of the house, or
to accept presents of dood or money, or fa-
vors of some kind. Many rich and great
men have a host of such retainers, who are
called clients, and take pride in the number
of them. In the more simple days of the re-
public they were often invited fo dine with
the master, but now they accept food, which
they carry away in a basket, or take an
equivalent in money. With this custom the
wits are making merry.

Sometimes the ceiling of the atrinm may
be seen painted in gay colors, or covered
with beaten gold. The walls have pictures
painted on them representing the gods, or
scenes of love, war, and of the chase, or are
hung with rich stuffs from the looms of Per-
sia and Ind, while the floors are often made
of many-colored stones in beantiful forms.
In niches stand marble statues, and upon
brackets are busts, and from the ceiling
hangs a lamp of excellent workmanship. In
this room the family daily assemble, and
here the morning sacrifice is made at a little
altar. Here also the wax figures of the an-
costors of the family are kept. In the atrium
the pedagogue often teaches the children
grammar, and there the mother, if she be
faithful, instruets them in the higher moral-
ities of life. Alas! there are few Cornelias
now. Most of the Roman matrons onght
to blush if they look upon her statue when
they cross the Forum Romanmm.

The spinning and weaving implements of
the household may be often found in fhe
atrinm, and scattered about are the toys of
children. In one corner, covered with a cur-
tain, may be seen a case filled with books
from Greece, and a few from the pens of Ro-
mans, and to these the booksellers from the
Vicus Sandalariue—where the shoe-mikers
abound—often make additions. It seems

{hall.

a little curious, dear Penda, that these two
trades should be carried on fogether in the
same street, jointly supplying the head with-
in and the feet without with needful things.
But I must not pause to reflect, but will
proceed to say that in this atrinm is the
JSocus, or fire-place, dedicated to the lares of
the family. It is the family altar, for these
people really worship fire under gross sym-
bols, as we do in more ethereal similitudes.
Until the reign of Tiberius Cmsar the cook-
ing was doue af the fire in the afriumn, for
there was none elsewhere ; but now there is
a separate apartment for that business,

In the atrium you may also see many seats,
some very plain, and nothing more than a
wooden stool with three legs. Others are
more elegantly wronght, and have cushioned
backs, with cushions on the seats, made of
down or feathers or the blossom of the sweet
calammns, covered with clofh made brilliant
with Tyrian dyes. Sometimes they are made
of osiers, with high hollow backs, and some-
times they are curiously inlaid with wood,
ivory, gold, and silver. I saw one that
was bronght from Persia, and presented fo
Augustus Cwesar, that was made wholly of
ivory, and has cushions covered with silk
from Damascus, Here, too, may be seen lit-
fle tables for the seamstresses and for other
purposes, some elegantly wrought after the
manner of the seats. There, too, are chests
with drawers, presses for clothing, and cask-
efs with jewels; and at wedding times the
nuptial couch is placed in the atrinm—the
room most sacred to the family—opposite to
the entrance door. ’

The culina, or kitchen, is near the eating-
There all the cooking is done, and
from it the filled dishes are carried fo the
eating-hall or to the diwta. The utensils in

| the kitchen are many in number and kind,

from the little short-handled spoon to the
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great long-handled one (with which the
chief cook, sitting like a king upon a high
stool, reaches to every ketile and tastes the
broth), or the stately caldron in which fhe
meats and vegetables are seethed. The
cooks here require a great number of
utensils, for they havé a larger variety of
food from the earfh, air, and water to pre-
pare than those of Brifain, where diet is sim-
ple.  Some of the caldrons, made of cop-
per, are of enormous size. The saucepans
are also made of copper, and often have or-
namented handles. There are skillets of
pottery and iron; small pots and kettles;
frying-pans, broilers, and steamers; ladles,
flesh-lhooks, colanders, and fine strainers;
salt-cups, and boxes filled with powdered
spiees from the East; jars of honey ; knives
with euriously wronght handles of wood,
stags’ horns, and ivory; dishes for gravy,
sometimes made of silver; broad plates for
the flesh, and deep dishes for soups; and
vases for oil, vinegar, and liquors. I might
mention other things; but what I have said,
with the drawings and explanations, will
give you an idea of the furnishing of a Ro-
man kitehen for cooking, with a kind of stove
made of baked earth, and a charcoal fire,
Among the drawings is one of a beautiful
strainer, which a client of Cossus gave to that
master of oratory not more than a month
ago. It eame from a Corinthian kitchen;
and as you are little acquainted with the re-
ligion of the Greeks, I will explain the fig-
ures in the device, which are made of raised
silver, on the handle. At the lower end is
the god Pan, with a goat’s ears, horns, and

legs, pushing a full goat that is standing
upon its hinder feet. Between them is a
Pan’s pipe, an instrument of music made of
reed, on which is a horn full of fruit, denot-
ing plenty. Above them are two wild-boars,
and again above these is a sheep. Near the

T T T TITET
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strainer is an idol fixed upon a stick, at the
foot of a tree, in fronf of an altar on which
are two pomegranates; by it are seen a spear
and harp. Cossus tells me that his client
says these fignres have a symbolical rela-
tion to some religions rites of the Greeks in
the worship of Bacchus, an ancient Indian
god—the god of wine, and drunkards who
are made half beasts by it—and that this
strainer was nsed for elearing the liquors in

A WINE BTRAINEE.

the kitchen by the butler before the cup-
Dearer carried them to the master and his
guests at table.

The ordinary meats used here are veal,
beef, lamb, mntton, pork, the flesh of goats,
and poultry, such as geese, hens, ducks, ca-
pons, and pullets. Whe deer, hare, rabbit,
and dormouse rank among the delicacies.
So also do peacocks, partridges, hens from
Africa, pigeons, and several smaller kinds
of birds, such as the thrush, woodeock, and
turtle-dove. The wild-hoar is occasionally
seen upon table; so also is the flesh of the
bear. Fish of many kinds ave plentiful ;
and some are regarded nof only as delicacies,
but as lnxuries. The turbot is a favorite on
the royal table, where it is drowned in olive-
oil from Venafrum. Mullets are dainties,
and herrings from Lipara are eagerly sought.
Lampreys from the Sicilian whirlpool are
eaten only by the rich, and delight the epi-
cure. Lobsters and erabs are eaten cold,
with sliced eggs; and oysters from Pelorus
are great dainties. They have a variety of
sauces; and at the table of Licetus I partook
of a dish highly seasoned with pepper from
the Indian isles and salt from Sarmatia. It
was composed of flesh small minced, and
mixed with vinegar, blood, toasted cheese,
parsley, cuminin, thyme, coriander, and oth-
er odoriferous herbs and seeds, onions roast-
ed in ashes, poppies, dried grapes, honey, and
pomegranate kernels, and made into the con-
sistency of a pudding or sausage.

Here we have vegetables unknown in our
dear Britain. The delicious asparagus from
the gardens of Lanrentum, radishes from
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Martine, turnips from Thebes, beets from
Ascra, eabbages, mushrooms, and trufiles
trom the surronnding fields, are all plentiful
in their season.  Cuenmbers and water-mel
ons abound. Peaches come from the Levant,
and delicions apples from the orchards of
Tivoli. Nuts, and eakes rich with butter,
fine-flavored with almonds, or sweet with
lioney, are served with the wine, which is
often spiced and sweetened and cooled into
delicious draughts by snow bronght from
the Apennines, whieh is carried about fhe
streets in little chariots lined with straw.
The cooks are mostly Greeks or Sicilians,
and are very expert. It is said that one in
the emperor’s kitchen has boiled and roast-
ed the fwo halves of a pig at the same time
without dividing if; and another has made
pork appear fo the taste like fish and wood-
pigeon; while a third, from Syracuse, so dis-
guised a herring that Domitian thought ii
was a lamprey. But the emperor is no epi-
cure, and is as easily served as deceived.
He carves nof whether he washes down his
Malian apple with a dranght of cold water
or of the costliest wine.

And now, dear Penda, having shown you
the kitehen and the food there prepared for
the table, I will lead you into the great ban-
:[nct-hall, thaf you may see in what manner
the patricians of Rome take their meals.

In ancient days the eating-hall was on the
lower floor; but in the course of time, when
Inxury hwn"hh in new manners, and the
soft Greek habit of lying upon a couch at
table, instead of sitting upright as the stur-
dier 01(1 Romans and the Greeks’ own stur-
dier ancestors did, hecame fashionable, the
dining-room was ;:l wced on the same llnm
with the atrinm. It was anciently called
the eenaculum, or room to dine in, hut now

it is called the frielinium, beeause the table-
couches are generally made to hold three
persons each. There is also in each house
a smaller room for children and others to eat
in, called the diwta. Sometimes this contains
a sleeping-hed, and is used as a sort of nurs-
ery; and herein little games and amusements
are carried on.

That the Greeks, from whom the Romans
learned the use of the bath and the lazy cus-
tom of lytng down to eat, sat upright in their
olden time, I learned only yesterday, when
the master now teaching the little children
of Cossus read to me the account given by
an old Greek poet of the arrival of Ulysses,
a celebrated prinee, at the palace of Alcinous
of Pheweacia, after a shipwreck, who caused
his guest to sit at table in a magnificent
chair.  And it was not until the end of the
second Punie war, two hundred and fitty
years ago, I am told, that the Romans
adopted the Inxurious. habit of lying at
meat. If soon became fashionable all over
the Roman empire; and now, when luxury
in every form and voluptuous ease have
taken the place of simplicity, frugality, and
usefnl activity, it is practiced even by the
common people, who lie npon benches when
they eat their brown bread and acorns and
fish from the Tiber. This custom began with
the daily use of the bath, which was taken
Just before the evening meal, when the
bathers lay down upon a coneh and there
received food from their attendants.

The eating-bed, or couch, as I have said,
was usnally made for three persons, I send
you a drawing of one with only two persons
upon it—~Cossus and his wife—with the lit-
tle table in general use before them, on which
is a small loaf of bread, a vase of ml\vd wine
and milk, and a lamprey. They are reclin-
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ing at the head of the hanquet. Their guests | ployed as cup-bearers and waiters, often not

are three, six, or nine in number, upon one,
two, or three conches. And here I will give
you the reason for each couch holding three
persons. The rule laid down by Varro, the
most learned and elegant of the Romans,
they tell me, was that the number of gnests
should never be less than the Graces (three)
nor more than the Muses, or nine.
is somefimes disvegarvded, for I have seen
twelve guests at supper. In the frigidari-
mmn of the baths of Tiberius Ciwmsar, which
the great fire spared, I have seen a painting
on the wall of eleven guests at a foast with
the master and mistress of the house, all on
one long conch of semicirenlar form  There
is a sort of battlement in front of the feast
ers, beantifully cushioned, on which they
lean and receive their food and wine, and
under them is a soff mattress. Attendants
are in waiting. Among fhem is a woman
giving them musical entertainment with a
double flute, such as are used in the theatres.

The greatest luxury and extravagance are
sometimes displayed by the rich at their
banquets. Sometimes the table-beds are
made of costly wood, adorned with tortoise-
shells, ivory, or some more valuable thing,
and glitter with precious stones. Rich
quilts or mattresses, purple in color, em-
broidered with gold, and adorned with
leaves and flowers of all colors, cover the
couches. Cups and goblets of silver, gold,
and crystal, and drinking-horns adorned
with the heads of animals, abonnd, and are
arranged in perfect order. Glasses, vials,
rases, and other objects, curionsly wrought,

stand before the gnests with sauces and |

spices; and beautiful boys are usually ewm-

A OUP-BEARER.

This rule |

s0 much for real service as for the pleasure
| which their sweeti faces and graceful forms
| give to the gunests. Some pour out the
wine, and others bear it to the company
Their faces are painted to heighten their
beauty, and the hair of each is arranged in
a pleasing manner, sometimes with a wreath
of laurel, fastened with a sparklmg buckle.
Their tunics arve fine and thin, so as to dis-
play all motions of the body, and are girt
about the waist with ribbons, and tucked
up m such a manner as to leayve them hang-
ing in folds on all sides, so that they do not
fall quite to the knee. There are sometimes
as many as seven courses, each served upon
a different table to each guest. The feast
ends with pastry and fruit as a dessert.
The tables are brought in, at each course,
fully set, and the guest may choose what he
pleases from that which is before him  The
guests are often enlivened by the music of
the flute and lyre

Public banquets are givgn on occasions.
At these one of the company is chosen to
preside as rex convivii, or king of fhe feast,
whose busimess is to assign to each guest his
place according to rauk and circumsiance.
His will is law during the feast, which every
one is compelled to obey. Sometimes he
plays the petty tyrant, and exercises his ca-
price in a most anmoymg manner, such as
pouring wine npon the head of a guest who
may refuse to drink. All of the great ban-
quets are given in the evening, as well as
private suppers. The breakfast and dinner
are slight repasts taken by the family in
the dieta. The Egyptians, I am told, had a
| strange custom at their public feasts and
the entertainments of the rich in the elder
ages of the nation At the end of the feast
a bier with a small wooden or clay figure of
a dead corpse was brought in, and the hear-
er of it went to each guest and said, “ Look
upon this. Eat, drink, and be merry; but
know that you shall one day be like it.” I
have seen here in the booksellers’ shops lit-
tle earthen figures of such corpses, a span
long, that were placed upon the tables of the
Egyptians at the end of their feasts. This
may be pleasant tothe spirits of that strange
people, who mneither burn nor bury their
dead, but perfume them and box them up in
wooden cases for preservation, as we do salt-
ed sturgeon for the Levantine market. But
we, dear Penda, do not like the intrnsion of
such reminders of destiny, and would regard
a deatlh’s-head where there is good cheer as
an impertinence.

The furniture of the tables of rich Romans
| shows a great variety of forms and workiman-
I ship. It consists chiefly of vases of all sizes

for liquors, oils, and perfumes ; flagons, bot-
tles, goblets, pitchers, salvers, plates, bowls,
milk and honey pots, dishes for meats and
| vegetables, gravy dishes, drinking cups and
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pots, standing cups, chalices, vials, eraters,
knives, spoons, small flesh-hooks ; fruit dish-
es of wood, clay, and metal; and linen nap-
kins and towels, sometimes richly embroid-
ered. The vessels ave made of brass, bronze,
wood, clay, stone, glass, silver, gold, and
precious stones, such as onyx, agate, jasper,
and carnelian. Among the vessels of his
table most prized by Nero were his maguilfi-
cent goblets of rock-crystal wronght by the
best Etruscan artists.

The most beautiful of the vases that I
have scen were brought from Corinth long
after Mummius burned that city. They
were found buried in ruins. One of these,
made of terra cotta, with the figures of the
nine Muses in relief on the sides, belongs to
Trebius, a senator. I send you a drawing

CORINTHIAN VABR,

of it. Most of the other wvases, large and
small, seen on tables are fhe work of the old
Etruscans or their Roman imitators. The
earthen ones are painted in subdned colors.
I give you a drawing of one used for water
at the banquet that is made of a kind of
Jjasper, with a lid bearing the image of a
man’s head. I have seen six little table
vases which Pompey brought among his tro-
phies of trinmph in the East, and dedicated
to Jupiter Capitolinus, They are made of o
curions mineral found in Parithia, that has
the dim lusfre of the pearl, but is of a bright
flame-color.

There are also seen upon tables little vases
for oils, called gufti, because of their narrow

throats, through which the fluid trickles, a |

single drop at a time. Pitchers of curions
and elegant forms abound ; and you will see
every where, in private houses, public re-

JABPER VABE,

sorts, and in temples, vessels called craters,
in which wine is mixed with water, for the
pure juice of the grape is seldom used.
These eraters are of various sizes, according
to the number of guests or other uses to
which they arve put. They are employed in
the dedication of temples, and in making
offerings of wine, milk, and honey. Sailors
take libations from them in cups, and pour
them into the sea before departing on a voy-
age, They have been used in Greece for at
least a thousand years. Livius Andronius
| says in a book I have seen that Agamemnon
returned from Troy with no less than three

PITOINER AND GUTTUS,
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A ORATER,

thousand eraters as a part of hisspoil. They
are often highly ornamented, and are made
in eurious forms. I give you a drawing of
one made in the shape of a human head,
which Drusuns, a friend of Tacitus, and a
centurion, brought from Syracuse last year.
It is made of red earth hard baked.

Vessels of glass, particnlarly those unsed
for drinking, are cominon, and some of them
are very elegant. I have seen glass goblets
the colors of which changed in different
lights as do those of the feathers on the
neck of a pigeon. Others are ornamented
with fignres cut by & revolving wheel in a
curious manner, and others have glittering
bands of gold around them, and are marked
with their owners’ names, and expressions
such as “I thirst.,” So, also, were their
great earfhen vessels. The names are
stamped upon the soft clay before it is
baked, with seals of metal and wood. These

seals are sometimes made quite fanciful in |
Thaf of the human foot is a favorite |

shape.
form, giving the idea that the impression
was made by the pedal pressure.

A BTAMP.

I have told you of several prineipal apart-
ments of a fine Roman house, I will now
write of others,

The cubiculum,or bed-chamber,is very small,
and there are separate ones for the day and
night. They are placed, if possible, in the
castern part of the house, so that the sleeper
may have the light and warmth of the morn-
ing sun, which excites his gratitude to ado-
ration. Sometimes they are connected with
a little dressing-room. In the most remote
part of the house is the conclavie, appropri-
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ated to the use of the women, where much
of the spinning and needle-work is done.
Near the triclinium is the eredrae, or small
room for conversation and other social pur-
poses.  Another room, more spacious than
the eating-hall, with ecolumns, and often
highly ornamented, is devoted to the ocea-
sional gatherings of a large number of
friends, and sometimes as a dining-hall.
The winter apartments are on the upper
floor at the south side of the house, where
the heat of the sun is generally sufficient
to make them comfortable in this mild cli-
mate. Into these, on the coldest days, a fo-
culus, or small portable fire-place, is carried,
with hot ashes or burning charcoal, whose
fumes eseape by the windows or an opening
in the roof.

PORTARLE FIRE-FLAOE.

| The peristylium is a pleasant part of the
; house, Itisaninner court, open to the sky,
| with columns and a gallery, and the area
| planted with flowers and shrubbery, among
which the family take delight, for it is a lit-
tle garden, bright and sweet. On the tops
of houses are offen seen small terraces for
| basking in the sun, ealled solaria, and a few
have little gardens on fheir roofs. On one
near the Porta Flaminia is a small fish-pond.

And now, dear Penda, go with me in im-
agination, as you read this porfion of my let-
ter, to a villa not far from Rome where na-
ture and art conspire to delight the senses in
a marvelons manner. A week ago I went
with the young Plinius to his country house,
to which I have alluded. Being only three
miles from Laurentum, he ealls it Laurentin-
ium. We rode out in a small chariot along
the highway to Ostia, six miles from the
villa, where we took a common country
road that led us through woods and open
fields abounding with flowery meadows and
rich pastures, where flocks and herds were
grazing. We approached the villa by a
pleasant shaded avenue fthat leads to a
large circular space they call a portico.
Around this are the buildings or apart-
ments, one story in heightf, which compose
the villa. These are built in various styles
for various uses. The triclininm, or grand
eating-hall, is upon the sea-shore, and when
the south wind blows from Africa the waves
wash its walls. The room has on all sides
spacions doors and windows, from which, as
it is upon a point of land, you may look out
and seem to behold three different seas.
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From another front you have a view of an |
inner conrt, the portico, the avenue, and the |
near woods and distant mountains. i
Not far from this hall, across a court, is a
large and small bedroom with east and west |
windows, from which you have a prospeet |
of the sea. These chambers and the triclin
inm make an angle, upon which the rays |
of the sun fall all the day long, making the |
apartments warm in winter, when the domes-
ties occupy them,and the master is away from
the chilling fogs of the sea-shore in his house
in the ecity. In a room at that angle, con-
necting by a wainscoted passage with fhe
larger bed-chamber, is a library. Other
lodgings are on the same side, which the
slaves and freedmen occupy. Near these,
separated only by a court, are two spacious
rooms, illuminated by the sunlight direct,
and reflected from the sea. From one of
these, which is used for an eating-hall, you
pass into the bathing-rooms, arranged after
the manner of the public baths in the cify.
In one of these are fwo bathing basins large
enough to swim in, and are so situated that |
the bathers may look out npon the sea.
Close by the baths is a tennis-court that
faces the setting snun.  There a tower is car-
ried up, with two rooms at the bottom and
two above. Irom the latter you have an
extensive prospect of the sea and the neigh-
boring country-seats, which line the shore
along a distanee of at least a hundred stadia.
Not far off is a similar fower, whieh the sun
lights up all the day ; and beyond it are store-
houses for grain and servants’ rooms, and an
eating-hall that overlooks a garden and a
walk that surrounds it. That broad walk
is bordered with box and rosemary, fringed
with myrtle, and shaded by grape-vines,
The garden is planted with fig, plane, and
mulberry trees,  Passing on, you come to the
kitchen-garden, which is overlooked by an-
other eating-hall. Close by is an arched
gallery with windows on hoth sides, that
may be open or closed, as the weather may
require. Before this gallery is a gymnasinm
for exercise, pleasantly exposed to the sea-
air, but so arranged that it may be closed
against the frequent chilling winds. Here
are sun-heated apartments, built Dy the
young Plinius but a year ago. These oive
him special delight. One looks ouf upon
the gallery and into the bed-chambers, and
is 8o curionsly confrived that you may join
it to that chamber as one room, or separate
them with ease by transparent stone tablets
or curtains. The chamber contains two
chairs and a bed, and from its open win-
dows you may look out upon both the sea
and the conntry. It is in so quiet a place
that the noise of the servants when they

at night. Under one of the windows is a
small stove, with which the room may be
pleasantly heated in chilly weather. In this
room, Plinius says, “I retire when I please,
for study or meditation, and am never dis-
turbed.” He lacks only one felicity., He
has no water-pipes to bring streams from
the hills for baths and fountains, such as
most of the other villas have, but his wells

|are many, and give him sweet and soft

rater in abundance, which is drawn by
swapes and buckets.

Such, my dear Penda, is one of the plain-
est of the country houses of rich Roman eiti-
zens that line the sea-shore. Some of them
are truly magnificent—almost beyond de-
seription, Every one has a tower from which
to look over wide ranges of land and sea.
Some have fountains, cascades, and pebbly
brooks. Some have extensive gardens filled
with fruits and vegetables, but many are
houses and grounds for pleasure galy, with
neither fruit nor kitehen garden, whose own-
ers buy all they need for food in the city.
This folly of buying the products of the
fields in a town for use in the country has
just been sharply ridiculed by a young poet
named Martial, lately come from Spain, and
who is already so great a favorite of Domi-
tian that he lives in the palace and eats at
the royal table, while grizzly-haired Juve-
nal, the Volseian, a far wiser man, is intense-
1y hated by the emperor because he severely
satirizes Paris, a young pantomime dancer,
who is Domitia’s special favorite.

I have lately visited the onee magnificent
villa of Varro, at Casinum, which I have
already mentioned. Though half in ruins,
it is magnificent still. The general arrange-
ment of the apartments is similar to that in
the villa of Plinius, but on a much grander
scale, and one more gorgeous in its strueture
and adornments, The grounds around it are
exfensive, They were laid out in unsur-
passed landscape beauty, and are now dotted
with overturned statues of white marble.
But I will not weary you with repetition in
deseribing this villa, but rather delight you,
1 hope, with a deseription and drawing of
his superb aviary, wherein he kept large
numbers of rare and costly bLirds. It, too,
is partly in ruins, but I have delineated it
as in perfection, '

This aviary forms a part of the villa. It
is upon an eminence overlooking the sea.
At the entrance are two porticoes, or large
cages, with columns all around, and cover-
ed with wire netfing at top and sides, so as
to give the birds plenty of air and freedom,
but not their natural liberty. Between
these immense cages is the entrance to the

courf, on each side of which is a long pool
for water-fowl. From this court you pass to
a large double colonnade, the outward cir-
cnmference of which is built of Alhan stone,
and the inner one of fir from the A pennines.

keep the Saturnalian feast, and even the roar
of the sea, can not be heard. The windows
may be so tightly closed as to keep out the
sunbeams in the daytime, and the lightning
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The space between them is about five feet,
and is covered, like the cages af the entrance,
with a wire netting. This space was filled
with the rarest singing-birds from many
lands. The colonnade rested upon a sub-
stantial stone quay that projected several
feet beyond the inner circle, and was raised
two feet above the inclosed pool. This pro-
jection afforded a pleasant walk for the

guests from which to view the singing-birds
and the water-fowl.

In the:centre of the pool is a round isl-
and covered by a dome supported by col-
nmns,  Here Varro and his friends ate and
conversed. Under the centre of the dome
is a round table that moves upon an axis,
by which the boys in attendance might
turn to each gnest such viands as he might
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choose. Within the dome is a hemisphere,
upon which was delineated in bright colors
the celestial sphere; but those colors are
now dim and the lines obscure. There was
also a picture of the winds, so arranged
upon an axle that when a vane on the top
of the dome was turned in the direction it
might be blowing at any time, the finger of
o hand within pointed toward the picture
of that wind. Over the table was a water-
cloel made of glass by which to count the
hours at day or night; and at the entrance
to the dome is a brazen sun-dial, whose
gnomon was solid silver. This gnomon was
carried away when Antony plundered the
villa. I will only add that Varro had here
an extensive musemmn of eurious objects of
nature and art, and many strange animals
from foreign lands, with which he some-

times supplied the cireus in Rome on great
show days.

I expeet to stay here unfil the next spring,
having leave of absence from Agricola, and
the permission of the emperor to do so.
This letter I send by the hand of Caius Sul-
pitius, a trusty freedman, who will start two
days hence with imperial dispatches for the
governor. Another messenger will leave
at about the beginning of the vintage, when
I will send you another letter, in which I
will tell yon more about the home life of
these Romans: their manner of dressing,
hoth men and women ; their personal adorn-
ments, domestic employments, courtships,
weddings, funerals, amusements and other
things that may interest you.

Salute all our friends.

Yale! CADALLAN.

OLD KENSINGTON.
By MISS THACKERAY.

CHAPTER XXVIIL

UNBORN TO-MORROW, AND DEAD YESTERDAY.

HATEVER Tady Sarah may have

thought, Mrs. Palmer used to consider
Dolly a most fortunate girl, and she used to
say 80, not a little to Lady Saral’s annoy-
ance. :
“Extremely fortunate,” vepeats Dolly’s
mamma, looking thonghtfully at her fat
satin shoes. “What a lottery lifeis! Iwas
as pretty as Dolly, and yet dear Stanham
had not any thing like Robert’s excellent
prﬁs’lfwt-s. Even the Ad— Don’t go, Sa-
rah.
" Poor Lady Sarah wonld start up, with an
impatient movement, and walk across the

room to get away from Philippa’s retrospee-
tions. They were almost more than she had
patience for just then. She could searcely
have found patience for Philippa herself, if
it had not been that she was Dolly’s moth-
er. What did she mean by her purrings
and self-congratulations? Lady Sarah unsed
to feel most doubtful about Dolly’s good
fortune just when Philippa was most enthu-
siastic on the subjeet, or when Robert him-
self was pointing out his excellent prospects
in hig lueid way.

Philippa would listen, nodding langnid
approbation.  Dolly would make believe to
langh at Robert’s accounts of his coming
honors; but it was easy to see that it was
only make-believe incredulity.

Her aunt eould read the girl’s sweet con-
vietion in her eyes, and she loved her for it.
Once, remembering her own youth, this fan-
tastic woman had made a vow never, so long
as she lived, to interfere in the course of
true love True love! Is this true love,
when one person is in love with a phantom,
another with an image reflected in a glass?
True love is something more than phantoms,
than images and shadows; and yet, stirred
by phantoms and living among shadows, its
faint dreams come fo life.

Lady Sarah was standing by the book-
case, in a sort of zigzag mind of her own
old times and of Dolly’s to-day. She had
taken a book from the shelf—a dusty vol-
ume of Burns's poems—upon the fly-leaf of
which the name of another Robert Henley
was written. She holds the book in her
hand, looks at the crooked writing—* 8. V.,
from Robert Henley, May, 1808” She beats
the two dusty covers together, and puts it
back into its place again. That is all her

story. Philippa never heard of it; Robert
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BPINNING.—[SEE PAGE 184.]

CADALLAN IN ROME TO PENDA IN BRITAIN.

XIXth day of September,
Year of Rome DCCOXXXV.
ELOVED FRIEND,—Petronins, one of
the sexillarii of the Seventh Legion, ar-
rived two days ago with dispatches for the
emperor, salutations for me from Agricola,
affectionate messages from my aged father
and mother, and a precious love-token from
Cymbelena, who is in eamp with her broth-
er. I was disappointed in not hearing from
yvou anght else but tidings that you are earn-
ing fame as a soldier, and when Petronius
left were with a cohortsof the Tenth Legion
far away in the land of the Damnii. The
messenger will soon refurn ; so on this beau-
tiful autumnal morning I begin another let-
ter to you, to tell you more about the home
life of these wonderful Romans. They are
indeed a wonderful people. Our country
will greatly profit by their rule if our peo-
ple shall be wise in acting upon the lessons
taught by what has seemed to be our ad-
versity.

To-morrow I am to take part in the nup-
tial ceremonies, when Lesbia, the eldest
daughter of Decius Vitellius, the questor,
and the son of the rich Licinus will be
wedded. To-day I will write only about
wooing and betrothing, and leave the de-
seription of the wedding until another time.

Once the law forbade Romans marrying
any but Romans. The statute was repealed
long ago, and many Britons have already

wedded some of the best of the Roman
maidens.

As with us, so here men woo. The moral
restraints of society are frightfully loose here,
yet custom ranks a wooing woman among
the harlots. Her sex holds the veto power.
Man proposes, woman disposes. She soon
decides the question. The wooing season is
short and definite.  When the suitor has
won, and obtained the consent of parents or
guardians, then follows the espousals. Mnu-
tnal friends meet at the home of the maid-
en and arrange the marriage confract. It
is written upon tablets by a notary, stamp-
ed with his official signet, and signed by the
contracting parties. The betrothal is made
complete when the man places a token of
fidelity, in the form of a plain iron ring,
upon the fourth finger of the left hand of
the maiden, from which they say an artery
extends directly to the heart, and is a me-
dinm of spiritual communication between
the espoused.

Betrothals are seldom made in May, or at
the kalends, nones, and ides of any month,
because such times are considered unpropi-
tious, and they are forbidden on any holy-
day of feasting or fasting unless the woman
be a widow. They are generally made in
the night, but now extremely fashionable
people have the ceremony at dawn, or cock-
crowing. Such was the honr on the 20th
day of Sextilis when, at the house of Vitel-
lins, Lesbia and Licinus the younger were
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espoused. When the tablets were signed,
and the pledge-ring was upon the white fin-
ger, sweetened wine, and cakes full of rai-
sing and dried fruit from Corinth, were
brought in by black eunuchs from Nubia
upon silver salvers, and offered fo the es-
ponsed and their friends. Then the com-
pany sang the Talasius, while damsels in
white robes played the flnte and lyre, and
upon a small alfar incense was burned and
a bird was sacrificed to render the gods pro-
pitious, and to obtain presages eoncerning
the sueccess of the marriage.
XXI11d day.

The wedding is over, and so is the storm
of the autumnal equinox, which came fierce-
Iy on the day after the nuptials. Omens and
weather were auspicions during the cere-
mony, for the voice of a turtle-dove at sun-
rise, and the flight of a erow, with pure air
and bright sunshine, made all hearts glad.
The eeremonies began at early dawn, and
ended long after darkness had fallen, when
the wife was conducted to the house of her
husband.

The bride is twenty years of age. She
was dressed in a long white robe that reached
from her neck to her feef. It was adorned
with purple fringe and many colored rih-
bons, aud was bound about the waist with
a erimson girdle, which was secured in front
by a graceful kmot and a glittering buekle
in the form of a bent bow, made of gold and
precious stones. Many of the other ladies
wore similar buckles on the fillets that hound
their hair, and on shoulder-knots and gir-
dles. I send you drawings of some of the
buckles to show you the variety of their
forms. .

From the head of the bride hung a veil
of a bright yellow color. Her feet were
covered with high soft sheoes of the same
tint, made of the dressed skin of a kid, and

trimmed at top with falls of fine white lin- I forms.

en. These shoes sparkled at each instep
with a jeweled buekle. Her golden hair,
soft and thick, had been parted by the point
of a spear which had been dipped in the
blood of a gladiator, as a sort of prophecy
that she would be a mother of valiant chil-
dren. Her hair was disposed in six curled
tresses, after the mammer of that of the ves-
tal virgins, indicative of her chastity. She
had also been erowned with a chaplet of
vervain, which she had gathered with her
own hands, and carried under her robe until
the moment when it was to be put on her
head. From her ears hung jewels, rich and
rare.  So also were many of the other ladies
adorned. Large sums are spent for these
ear jewels, Indeed, they rank as one of the
greatest extravagances of the time among
the Roman swomen. A satirist has lately
said, “If T had a daughter, I wounld cut off
her ears;” and added, “What plenty we
should have of all things if there were no
women!” A grave scribe has just written
that “women go to seek for pearls at the
bottom of the Red Sea, and search the depths
of the earth for emeralds, and all to adorn
their ears”  Sneering Juvenal, who derides
the empress and the courtesan with equal
sharpness of wit, in satires which he dare
show only in private to his friends, has writ-
ten within a month that “there is nothing
a woman will nof allow herself, nothing she
holds disgraceful, when she has encircled
her neck with emeralds, and inserted ear-
rings of great size in her ears, stretched with
their weight.”  Just before he died Seneca
wrote that some ear-rings worn by women
were so costly that a single pair was worth
the revenue of a large estate. All women
wear them, and so do many men. Some are
of cheaper substances, such as the bhaser
metals, amber, and glass. The drawings I
here send will give you an idea of their
That showing a cirenlar top and
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pear-shaped pendant (the latter being an
enormous pearl) is of one worn by the bride,
whose necklace was also charming and very
costly, if being composed of large pearls and
emeralds, made into a string by links of
pure gold.

The bride’s arms were bare almost to the
shoulders when her veil was thrown back,
and were encircled with bracelets above and
below the elbows, These were made of
gold, some plain, and others set with pre-
cious stones. One of them represented a
coiled serpent, gliftering with jewels, and
passing three times around the arm. An-
other, of which I give you a drawing, was a

‘only.

thick wire of fine gold terminating in the
head of a ramj and a third, here delineated,
excelled all the others in beauty and costli
ness, being a band of gold studded with
emeralds, turquoises, rubies, and sapphires,
some of them so arranged as to form the
name of LESBIA, and bearing on the embossed
clasp an effigy of Domitian, It was given
by the emperor as a wedding present to the
bride, whose father is a great favorite at
court. '

The fingers of the bride also glittered with
Jjeweled rings, which contrasted strangely
with the plain hoop of iron given at the es-
pousals, and which she will never lay aside
unless she becomes a widow. But rings for
ornament and use are not worn by women
They are seen upon the fingers of men
of every degree above that of the slave.
They are made of all sorts of metals, and set
with gems, such as agate, jasper, earnelian,
turquois, sapphire, garnet, emerald, topaz,
beryl, amethyst, onyx, and other stones of
less value, upon which seals are often en-
graved. The emperor has a ring of gold
bearing a gem brought from the East, as
brilliant as a star, and so hard that it can
not be cut by any other substance. The
Greeks call it diamond, and it is very rave.
Rings are given as rewards of valor, and no-
blemen bestow them upon their freedmen in
acknowledgment of their good deeds.

Fops, in these degenerate fimes, ave plen
tiful, and wear rings in abundance, some-
times covering every finger with them.
Some have carried their folly so far as to
wear the same rings only a week, and then
replace them with new ones. Oh, Penda!
were it not for the sturdy, virtuous prov-
inces, what would become of imperial Rome?
Men here, in the great city, are turning first
into women, and then into birds and beasts.
They dote on trinkets like women, on fine

NECKLACE, BRACELETS, AND BROOOIL
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with perfumed oils, and even display the
bodkin among their tresses. They lisp in
soft whispers, and in every way they ape
gilly women in manners and personal orna-
ments. Flattery of the rich and powerful
has taken the place of manly conversation.
Only yesterday Fabricius, a courtier, laid a
turbot at the feet of Domitian, and declared
that the fish insisted upon being eaught for
the royal table. But I am wandering a lit-
tle, yet not beyond the domain of the home
life of these Romans. Ihave told you about

— | the bride, her attire, and her ornaments;

FINGER-RINGS.

dress as the bird does upon its plumage, and
by excessive Iust hecome beasts, The fops
disgust you at every turn. They wear scar-
let funics and blue cloaks, and sometimes
the feminine toga, elasped with rich buckles
that serve as brooches. They defy the sun
with parasols brought from India, paint
their eyelids and faces like the Corinthian
harlots, enrl their hair info ringlets glossed

now I will tell you of the wedding and what
followed.

The nuptial rites were few and simple,
and were performed in the peristylum of
Vitellins’s house, among the flowers and un-
der the blue sky, just at the break of day.
Near a fountain stood a little altar, at which
a priest sacrificed a sheep, and spread its
skin over two chairs, Upon these the bride
and groom were seated on the soft wool,
with heads covered, and with one habited
like Juno Pronuba, the divine marriage-
maker, laying her hands upon their shoul-
ders in a gentle embrace, denoting their
unity. Then the company sang the Tala-
sius, accompanied by the sweet music of the
double flute. The priest, with uncovered
head, invoked the blessings of the gods upon
the wedded pair, and then saerificed a Iamb.
So ended the religious ceremonies, and so
the young Licinus and Lesbia were united
18 husband and wife. The bride was then
divested of her ornaments, and the day was

NUTTIAL OEREMONY,

Vor. XLVI.—No. 272.—12
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spent by the whole company in feasting and
amusement until the twilight had faded,
when the final and more imposing ceremo-
nies were begun.

At sunset preparations were made for
conducting the bride to the house of her
husband. During the gathering twilight
a procession was formed in the peristylum,
composed of the bride’s nearest relations.
and guests who had participated in the
pleasures of the day. Then the bride, who
was sitting in her mother’s lap, was forced
from her maternal embrace and carried ouf

to the head of the procession, where she was |

closely veiled, and had rich sandals placed
upon her feef.

ing. They were robed in the white toga
pratexta, with purple borders. These sup-
ported the bride by her arms. Before her
was another boy dressed in the same man-
ner, and who was of the same social condi-
tion, who bore a torch of white thorn. Be-
hind the bride followed a boy carrying a
covered vase, in which were her jewels and
other trinkets, and also toys for children.
Another carried a distaff and spindle, in
memory of Caia Ceecilia, wife of Tarquinins
Priscus, who is held to be a pattern of con-
jugal fidelity and skilled industry. These
implements signified that she was to pre-
side over the household and labor with her
hands.

The white thorn torch was now lighted,

some of whom carried burning wax-ecan-
dles, and in this way the procession moved
through the vestibulum to the street, and
80 on to the dwelling of the waiting hus-
band, slaves at the same fime distributing
bride-cakes among the multitude of specta-
tors. The air was filled with the music of
the flute, lyre, harp, cymbal, drum, and sis-
trum, and of all voices chanting the Tala-
sing.

It is the custom for the bridegroom and
bride to assume the names of Caius and
Caia, in honor of the noted spinner and roy-
al wife I have just mentioned, whose distaff,
covered with wool, yet hangs in the temple
of Sanctus, where it was deposited after her
death, and whose handiwork as spinner and
weaver is seen in a royal robe that she made
for her husband, which yef hangs in the tem-
ple of Fortune, where it was put six hun-
dred years ago, after it had been worn by
Servins Tullins, her hnsband’s sucecessor.
So, when the marriage procession reached
the house of the bridegroom, they were in-
troduced to each other at the door by her
attendants, when che said, in a clear voice,
“ Where yon are Caius, I am Caia,” signify-
ing that she entered the house as an equal
partaker in the government of the family.
It was as much as to say, *“ Where you are
paterfamilias, T am materfamilias.” Then
fire and water, placed at the door, wers

On each side of her was a |
boy whose father and mother were both liv- |

and so also was one of pine that was car-

ried by the mother of the bride. These were
followed by the whole wedding company,

THE BRIDE VELILED.
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touched by the bridegroom and bride, in to-
ken of mutual purity, when she was sprink-
led with water and covered with a veil, sig-
nifying that after these ceremonies she is
to be seen only by her husband. Now she
was lifted by attendants over the thresh-
old, which is sacred to the penates and the
goddess Vesta, and may not be fouched.
The friends reverently followed, and in the
atrinm, or great family room of the house,
brilliantly lighted with a ¢entral lamp and
the wax-candles that had been ecarried in
the streets, the husband gave to his wife
the keys of the mansion, by which she was
installed as its mistress. With these she
took her seat upon a fleece of wool, in token
that spinning was to be her employment.

The musicians now entered, and the whole
company sang the Talasing, and uttered
words of extravagant praise of the bride.
A liftle sacrifice was then made to Priapus,
the god of fruitfulness in all nature, follow-
ed by a sumptuous feast, at which the em-
peror and several nobles were guests.  Dur-
ing the supper little clay medals, impressed
with images of the bride and bridegroom,
were distributed among the company. At
a-date hour we all retired, each saluting the
bride with a parting kiss,

In the elder times, before the republic, and
when kings ruled over Rome—the times of
Tarquinius Priscus and the good Cain—oth-
er ceremonies followed the departure of the
guests. The custom still prevails in certain
ancient families. In the atrium the veiled
bride, seated at one end of the room, and
the bridegroom, crowned with grape leaves,
at the other, were snbjects of some final re-
ligious rites, which the drawing I send you
will better explain than much writing, I
copied it from a painting on a wall in the
lesser palace of Augnstus Ciwsar. You see
the veiled bride seated npon a triclininm, or
couch, caressed by an attendant, who is
crowned with laurel and partially disrobed.
The bridegroom is seen at the other end of
the room, half reclining upon a sort of foot-
stool before a conch. Not far from the bride
and her attendant is a young woman lean ing
upon a short column, performing some cere-
mony to avert witcheraft and enchantments.
Near the centre of the room are three women
standing by a short columm, oy which is a
basin of water and a napkin. One of them
is a veiled priestess, performing acts of lus-
tration and expiation. Another appears to
be an assistant. Leaning against the foot
of the column is a tablet bearing the mar-
riage record. A little further on you see
three other women at a small family altar.
One, with a radiated erown, is the Regina
Sacrorum, or Queen of the Sacred Nuptial
Sacrifice, and represents the chaste Vesta—
the family deity—the goddess of fire, or the
personified sun, which the radiated crown
typifies. An attendant is pouring a saeri-
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fieial libation upon the altar, while another
makes music with a lyre. So ended the
marriage ceremonies in the time of the old
monarchs, when the Talasins was first sung,
for that is a very ancient nuptial song, the
origin of which is clear. Af the time the |
Sabine women were seized in Rome for
wives for the Romans, there was a citizen
named Talasius, who was renowned for Ins
valor and other virtues. A plebeian, assist-
ed by his friends, the better to secure a beau-
tiful maiden he had seized, cried out in the
streets that he was carrying her fo Talasius.
The people shouted their approbation. The
damsel married the plebeian, and the union
proved to be a very happy one. If became
a custom to sing a song at nuptials, ealled
Talasius, as the Greeks do their Hymenaus,

1 will now tell you how men and women
in Rome dress on ordinary occasions, first re-
marking that each class, from the slave fo the
senator, has its peculiar fashions, and that
the patrician elass has different kinds of
dresses for different occasions, such as feasts,
the sports, weddings, and funerals,

Slaves, common people, and children wear
only a woolen tunie or shirt that falls from
the neck to the knees, with long or shorf
sleeves. 1t is girded about the waists of
the common, people with a cord; but the
higher classes use sashes or girdles made of
silkks or other rich stuffs dyed with gay col-
ors, In winter the common people wear a
shorter woolen tunie next the skin, and long
woolen hose for their legs, and heavy shoes
for their feet. Some of the outer tunies of
the patricians are of fine white linen, orna-
mented with a purple stripe that extends
down from the throat to the lower hem of
the garment.

It is fashionable in the city to go bare-
headed, but the common people, who labor
all day here, or work in the country, and |

mariners, wear felt hats to protect their
heads from the extremes of heat and cold
and the storms. The ecity people give that
protection by covering their heads with a
fold of their ample togas. The felt cap, in
the form the Phrygians wear it, has become
here an emblem of liberty. When a master
is about to make a slave free, he takes him
to the temple of Feronia, the goddess of free-
dom, where his head is shaved, and the pi-
leus, or cap of liberty, is placed upon his
head. It is made of undyed wool in the
form seen in the drawing,

The toga, or large gown, is a robe of hon-
or, and only the patrician class may wear it.
It is made of wool, linen, and silk. Those
of senators and judges are made of brown
and black sills, which gives them a grave
and dignified appearance. The volume of
the garment is so ample that it may be tied
around the body so as to give full freedom
to the limbs. On thoe oceasions of public ca-
lamities or mourning, of feasts and funerals,
the toga is laid aside, while the dead of ev-
ery degree are carried to the pyre, or the
grave shrouded, in one of white linen, At
public sports a shorter one, ealled penula, is
worn. It is open, and so fastened with a
buckle to the right shoulder that the right
arm is left perfectly free, as seen in the
drawing. The penula is sometimes worn Ty
women, and always by military officers. The
sons of patricians wear the toga pretexta,
whieh I have already drawn for you, until
they are sixteen years of age, when they put

PENULA, OR SHORT TOGA.
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on the toga virilis. This varies from the
other only in not having a purple border,

The feet and legs of men are dressed in
various forms, having a general resemblance,
from the sandal—a simple sole, made of
wood, palm leaves, leather, brass, iron, and
copper, fastened fo the bare foot and leg by
thongs—to the highly ornamented shoe and
boot, made of soft deer-skin, Some of these
boots or buskins, worn by both men and
women, are very costly, for they arve orna-
mented with gold and precious stones. They
are dyed with bright colors, and often have
high heels. Senators wear a boot the foot
of which is red and the leg black. There is
a very pretty buskin made of soft white
leather, which is worn by women and effem-
inate men, in the same form of that of the
bride which I have written about. In the
drawing of sandals, shoes, and boots here
given it is distinguished by the jeweled
buckle at the middle of the foot and of the
leg,

The women wear long outer garments of
wool, linen, and silk, which fall to their
feet, and are so arranged by the more mod-
est persons that they nearly cover their arms
as if with broad sleeves. These robes are
of various hues, the most fashionable just
now being murrey-colored, or the tint of the
vine leaves in antumn. In the drawing
I here give you of a senator and his wife
you may see the prevailing costume of the
sensible people of the better sort here. She
has a modest fillet formed of her own hair,
and wears plain sandals on her feet. Her
husband has the tight shoe or boot. Over
her tunic, which falls in thick folds to her
feet, and is bound by a plain girdle at the
waist, she wears an open cloak. The ex-
ternal tunic. of women is often made of the
finest linen, and displays the form in every
motion. It is sometimes bound at the waist
by a gold chain, with handsome ornaments
at its falling ends

EANDALS, BOOTS, AND BUSKINS.

BENATOR AND WIFE.

The fops of both sexes here run into great
extravagances in dress in form and colors:
and just now some of the foolish sons of
rich men are spending much time and mon-
ey with the gay chlamys, a kind of long
searf borrowed from the Greeks, which is
often made of many colors, embroidered with
gold and silver, and fastened to the shoulder
with costly buckles. It is made of dyed
wool, and is worn in a score of ways accord-
ing to the caprice of the wearer. It is usu-
ally so fastened to the shoulder that the
shorter end may hang down behind to the
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calves, and the longer be thrown over the
arm in graceful folds, and displayed with
jeweled hands. It is sometimes made thin,
so that it flutters in the wind. In the draw-
ing of dancers which I send you the man
and one of the women have the chlamys,
which floats out with their motions, and
makes the wearer a most conspicuous ob-
ject. Women of loose morals sometimes
wear an almost transparent robe made of
sill, and ornamented with stripes of gold,
called coa vestis.

I might give you more minute details of
other garments of men and women, but this
will suffice, for they are now becoming quite
common in Britain, But I Dﬁusb not omit
to tell you of the way the Roman ladies ar-
range their usually long and thick hair.
They seldom use many ornaments, for their
tire-women produce a more pleasing effect
with the tresses than any thing that art can
furnish. Isend you drawings of four heads,
which I made at the Amphitheatre a few days
ago, which will give you a better idea of the
prevailing fashions than any words can. I
will only add that the simple fillet general-
ly worn is usnally of some gay color, and that
combs are beginning to be used for holding
up the great pile of curls which some ex-
tremely fashionable ladies now display.
They are made of ivory, handsomely orna-
mented, and have coarse and fine teeth at
opposite ends for smoothing the hair. The

wits are making fun of this new fashion.

Juyenal read a piece to a few friends the

other evening, in which he satirizes a court

fayorite in this wise: “Into so many tiers

she forms her curls, so many stages high she
| builds her head : in front you will look upon
an Andromache, behind she is a dwarf: you
| would imagine her another person. Excuse
her, pray, if nature has assigned her but a
short back, and if; without the aid of high-
heeled buskiug, she looks shorter than a pig-
my’s maiden, and must spring lightly up on
tiptoe for a kiss.”

I must also say a few words about the
babies and young children. They are made
bond-slaves at birth, for the first thing the
nurse does after the ablution is to wind
around the infant—arms, body, and legs—
swaddling - cloths, and these usually indi-
cate the rank of the parents. Some are
wrapped in very costly stuffs tied with a
golden band; others with a purple scarf
fastened by a glittering buckle ; others with
a fine white shawl, such as the wealthy la-
dies wear in cold weather in their houses,
fastened with scarlet strings; while the poor
wrap their babes in broad fillets of common
cloth. The old Lacedemonians seem to have
been wiser, for they only wrapped a broad
fillet of linen avound the body, and left the
arms and legs full liberty.

These Romans put their babies into era-
dles of various forms. The most common
are those of a boat and a hollow shield. Jo-
sephus, the Jew I have mentioned, tells me
that the infant life of the great law-giver
of his people was saved by his having been
concealed among the osiers of the Nile by
his mother in a boat-cradle. Sometimes,
when the baby is a year old, the mother
shaves its head and puts jewels in its ears,
if it be a girl; and so soon as it begins to
wall an ornament called dulla is hung about
its neck. This is often only a disk of metal,
with the name of the child’s family engraved
upon it, so that the little one may be iden-
tified if lost; but more often it is a hollow

A DULLA.
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metal case, sometimes highly ornamented,
which contains charms against evil spirits.
The children of the poor have disks of leath-
er 80 marked that the babe may be identi-
fied. These bullm (of one of which I have
given you a drawing the size of the original)
were at first given only to the little sons of
noblemen, but now they are used by all
classes. They are generally laid aside
when the boy puts on the toga praetexta;
but sometimes a gold one is given to a
youth because of some virtuous or valorous
act of his, and he wears it as a badge of
honor until he puts on the toga virilis. A
bulla in the form of a disk of lead or wax,
and stamped with the emperor’s seal, is now
suspended to all royal proclamations and
diplomas and new statutes. In my draw-
ing of the boy with the toga pretexta you
may see how the bulla is worn.

Yesterday I attended the funeral of a
charming maiden, daughter of a wealthy
friend of this family, who died seven days
ago. I was one of the few who went to con-
dole with the family immediately after her
death. She was laid upon a couch, with her
ordinary dress of white linen, the weather
being yeb very warm, and had the appear-
ance of one in a sweet slumber. At the
head of the bed sat her father, upon a fold-
ing-chair, his head covered with a portion
of his toga. At the foot sat her mother, in a
large backed chair, with her head covered.
Around the couch were sorrowing relations,
friends, and domestics, weeping bitterly, for
she was an extremely amiable and virtuous
girl.  On a footstool were her slippers, and
under the bed was her favorite dog, with a
paw upon a chaplet of olive leaves with
which she was about to be erowned, in ac-
cordance with the injunction of the Twelve
Tubles, which direets such honor to be paid

| to those who have led virtuous lives. The
rings had already been removed from her
fingers, and her body anomnted with per-
fumed oil

The body was kept seven days, awaiting
signs of life. Meanwhile every thing neces-
sary for the funeral had been purchased in
the temple of Libitina, and at the time ap-
pointed for the body to be carried from the
house to the pyre it was placed with its feet
near the threshold, the attitude in which it
was to be borne. Then it was decorated
with eypress boughs. A vase of pure water
stood near, with which all who came to the
house of mourning were sprinkled as they
went out.

The funeral procession moved from the
house at twilight. The body was borne upon
a mattress by eight young men. The face,
sweet in expression even in death, was un-
covered, and was fully revealed by the light-
ed wax-candles earried before and after the
bier. Hired mourning women followed. mak-
ing loud lamentations, and shedding tears
accustomed to flowing when bidden. Rela-
tions, dressed in white, the women veiled,
showed signs of great grief by gestures and
disheveled hair, until the funeral pile, on
the borders of the Via Appia, outside the
city, was reached, when all gathered around
the structure in silence. It was made of
four courses of yew and pine alternate, and
surrounded by eypress-trees.  The body was
laid upon it as it was borne with the mat-
tress from the bier. The eyes were then
opened, a small coin for ferriage fee at the
Styx was put into the mouth, and then, from
a crater filled with wine, milk, and honey,
libations were poured over the body. At
the same time two vases of perfumed oil were
cmptied upon the body and the wood to fa-
cilitate the burning, and, with the scorched
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cypress, relieve the company of the unpleas-
ant odor of a consnming corpse. While the
pile was burning the leader of the ceremonies
made lond lamentations, to which the whole
company responded, their last words being,
“ Farewell, farewell, farewell! We shall all
follow thee in the order Nature appoints us.”
The embers were then quenched, when the
ashes of the maiden were carefully gathered
by her mother and sisters, and in the folds
of their garments were carried to a beantiful
black marble urn, in which they were de-
posited, and the lid sealed. This service was
not difficult, for the body had been wrapped
in incombustible amianthus linen, and so the
ashes were kept separate.

Such, dear Penda, ave the funeral rites
here on the death of a maiden of guality.
When a man of distinetion dies, great pomp
is displayed. Music, sacrifices, a long train
of hired mourners, mountebanks, whose an-
tics relieve the solemnity, rich stuffs and
costly liquors and perfumed oils cast upon
the body and the often costly wood of fhe
pile, are the accompaniments of the simple
act of disposing of the dead. The bodies of
the poor are burned in walled inclosures out-
side of the city, and the ashes are buried in
shallow graves. Such was the fate of Nero's
corpse.

Games and banquets for the people some-
times follow the public funeral rites. They
ars often attended with great expense, and
none but the very rich or the monarchs can
afford them. To the games the people all
come dressed in black ; to the banquets they
come in white garments. On some occasions
of this kind all Rome has been invited. It
is said that when Julius Cmsar gave a pub-
lic banquet in honor of his dead father he
ordered twenty thousand tables to be set for
the Romans.

Much care is taken for the preservation
of monumental unrns and their contents.
Heavy curses upon violators of them are in-
seribed npon them, such as, “ If any one shall
take away this monument, or cause it to be
taken away, let there be none of his race
to succeed him.”? They are often inseribed
with the nsual prayer for the dead, “May
the earth lie lizht upon thee,” and also the
wish that the dead may have cold water to
drink. The epitaphs are sometimes curious,
for they make the dead speal of themselves.
Here is one which I copied this morning :

100 the gods, Manes. My name is Olympia. I died
at the age of twenty-two, and was laid in this tomb.
I am a Greek by nation; my country is Apamesa; I
have imured nobody; I have offended neither any
great nor mean person. I, Sotus, have made this epi-
taph to my dear wife Olympia, whom I married a vir-
gin; I speak it, weeping ; our mutual love never de-
creased ; it continued in its full vigor till the Parce
took her from me. Out of love to you, dear wife, I
have erected this monument, and give water to thy
thirsty soul.”

I might tell you of vaults and subterra-

LACHEYMAL OE TEAR VASES.

nean chambers in which are long lines of
sepulehral urns, and fill many leaves with
pictures of beauntiful ones that stand by the
highways, but I should make my letter too
long and tirvesome, and so I will forbear, after
telling you that liftle lachrymal vases and
vials, that hold the tears of relations shed at
the funeral, are usually mixed with perfumes,
and placed in the urns holding the ashes of
the dead.

In Rome labor is honorable and idleness
a shame. The women of every degree are
patterns of industry. The chief employ-
ments of a matron and grown danghters of
the better class are gpinning and weaving,
and sometimes plain embroidering; and in
almost every house you may see a distaff,
spindle, and loom, especially in the country.
The method of spinning is simple. Into a
loose ball of flax or wool the broad, flat end
of the distaff—a light stick or reed three
feet long—is inserted. The distaft is held in
the left hand and steadied by the arm, while
with the fingers of the right hand the fibre
is drawn ouf and twisted spirally into a
thread. This first thread is fastened to a
spindle made of light wood or reed, with a
slit at one end into which the thread is
placed. By fwirling this spindle as the
fibres are drawn out the thread is hard
twisted. The work is continued nntil the
lengthening thread allows the spindle to
tonch the ground, when the former is wound
upon the latter. This spinning and winding
are repeated until the spindle is full, when
the thread is eut off, the spindle laid in a
basket for use in a loom, and another one em-
ployed. The drawing on page 174 shows you
how spinning is done in Rome. The weav-
ing is by a simple method much like ours.

The educated women here are all fond of
writing letters to their friends and copying
hooks. Itisa passion. They are the chief
teachers of their children in the art, yet
there are writing-schools for boys. Paper,
pen, ink, penknife, and stylus may be seen
in every house of the citizen classes, for edu-
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cation is compulsory. The paper is made
from the inner bark of the papyrus plant,
carefully peeled off by needles, and made
thinner or thicker, under pressure, by alter-
nate layers of the bark placed transversely
to each other. The black ink is made chiefly
from the soot of various burned substances,
mixed with gnm and the liquid of the ent-
tle-fish, and vinegar is used to make the
color permanent. Vermilion, cedar, and
cinnabar compose red inks, with which
titles, capital letters, and the royal signa-
tures are written. Sometimes gold is used
for lefters, and in books you may often see
drawings of things and events in differ-
enti colors; and on parchment diplomas re-
ally very fine pictures may sometimes be
seen.

The pen is generally made of the reed
called ealamus, but of late the quill of the
goose has been used by some. I have used
one of the latter for my drawings.

The stylas is an instrument made of hone,
ivory, or hard wood, with a sharp point for
tracing upon a tablet of wood, ivory, or lead,
covered with wax. These, tied together as
I have represented them, like the famous
Twelve Tables, form a volume. The blunt
end of the stylus is used for erasures. This
implement was once made of metal ; but the
serious aceidents with them which oceurred
among school-boys cansed them to be made
of bone. Sometimes they are very plain,
and sometimes highly ornamented, as seen
in the drawing. It was doubtless a heavy
metal one with which Julius Cimesar, when
attacked, pierced throngh the arm of Casca.
These implements, with rolls of paper, are
all kept in a cylindrical box with lock and
key, which every boy ecarries with him to
school. This box, called serinium, is also

used for keeping rolls of writing in exelu-
sively.

Books are generally written in columns,
with blank spaces between, upon the pre-
pared skins of sheep and calves. Pieces are
pasted together to form a length sufficient
for a whole book, which is written upon the
long strip and rolled over a staff. This is
called a volumen. Sometimes a work com-
prises several of these serolls, which are put
in a serininm. In this way the works of
authors are kept for sale in bookstores, and
are arranged in libraries,

The Romans are all fond of amusements
|and sports. The men hunt and fish a great
deal for amusement, as well as for the gain

| of food. The wild-boar, stag, and hare are

the chief objects of the chase, and sometimes
there are exciting hunts of the wolf and
panther. Horses and numerous dogs are
used in hunting. The latter are all named,
and each responds when his name is uttered.
They are talken -out in leashes, and let loose
as occasion may require. The chief weap-
ons of the hunter are the dart and javelin,
They shoot birds with arrows, and capture
them with nets, In fishing with rod, hook,
and line fhey are very expert. They also
use nets as we do. Many rich citizens have
| fish-ponds at their country-seats, and some
are of salt-water that flows in from the sea
throngh canals, often dug at great expense.
The value of these seats is often defermined
by the size and productiveness of the fish-
pond.

The Roman women have in-door amuse-
ments for the family and friends, consisting
chiefly of games of chance played with dice,
The favorite game is latrunculi, and has a
warlike aspect in the method of playing. A
table is checkered with two colors, and upon
nearly every square is placed a connter or
figure. These are called men, and are thirty
in number, and divided equally by two col-
ors. The game is played by two persons,
each having fifteen men. Each party has a
king, who is never moved excepting on ur-
gent occasions. The rest of the men are
moved in attitudes of contention, and when
those of a king have all fallen into the hands
of his enemy he is considered as conquered,

A BORINIUM.
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and the game is won by the other. This
was the game that Nero played, it is said,
while Rome was burning.

The Romans are very fond of music and
dancing. They have a variety of wind in-
struments, such as the flute, pipe, horn,
trumpet, bagpipe, and syrinx. The princi-
nal stringed instroments arve the lyre and
harp; and they have a variety of others,
which are beaten, such as the eymbal, drum,
and crotalum. The syrinx is called “ Pan’s
pipe or organ. Tt is made of seven reeds
of different lengths placed parallel, and is
played upon by wind from the mouth. The
crotalum is made of split reeds that clatter in
harmony with the motion of the dancer, who
holds them between her fingers and shakes
them. The sistrum is a sort of oval-shaped
instrument with four loose rods, which give
out musical sounds when shaken. This in
strument is generally used at public solem-
nities. The bagpipe is seldom heard in the
city, excepting in some pastoral scene at the
theatre. It is used by shepherds. It is an
inflated bag with a mouth-piece and two
flutes, and is played partly by pressure be-
tween the arm and the body. There is also
a stringed instrument of triangular form that
is played upon by a pointed piece of iron,
bone, or wood. 1 haye forgotten its name.
The drawings will give you a clear notion
of the forms of several of the instruments I
have named.

There is much private dancing here, to
the music of the flute and lyre, in the houses

of the citizens; but this amusement is prin-
cipally displayed in the circus, where it is
seen in every variety of motion of men and
women, boys and girls, Some of the public
dancing is decent and attractive, and some
is indecent and revolting. The latter is
most common, for it better suits the de-
praved public taste. I give you a drawing
of two decent dancers (young man and
woman), and one of another sort. The mod-
estly dressed maiden holds the erotalum in
one hand and a bunch of flowers in the oth-
er, which has been cast upon the stage by
some admiring spectator. The other is
beating the hollow disks of the eymbal. I
might give you a long description of the
several dances in the circus, such as the
scenie, adapted to either a tragic, comic, or
satiric tone. These also accompany the plays
at the theatre, and the kind last named is
the most popular, for the performers sing
out toward the spectators on all sides
taunts and sareasms, sometimes witty, some-
times ecoarse, and too often indecent; and
yet, strange as it may seem, these dancers
are often employed at the funerals of the
rich, when their satires exceed in extrava-
gance and vulgarity those thrown ont at
the circus or theatre.

I should be glad, dear Penda, to tell you
all about the more public customs of these
Romans (which are butia part of their home
life) in carrying on their worship of the
many gods and goddesses, and their amuse-
ments, for Thave been busy in making notes
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and drawings of all these mn muneh detail;
but I fear I shall weary you, and so I will
forbear. T might tell you about the inner
arrangement of their temples, and how
their solemn rites are performed; reveal to
you the secrets of nature as represented in
their symbols; tell you how the priests lead
the people in the chains of superstition ;
how oracles and divines make predictions
without knowledge, and lay up mouey by
their craft; of the grand Amphitheatre and
its dreadful sports, such as the deadly fights
of gladiators, and of men with bulls and
wild beasts; of the sports of the circus,
where may be seen almost every day races
of horses and chariots, and of men afoot,
and sometimes of elephants, dromedaries,

My little Love sits in th: shade
Beneath the climbing roses,

And gravely sews in a half-dream

The dainty measures of her seam
Until the twilight closes.

I look and long, yet have no care
To break her maiden muging ;

T idly toss my book away,

And watch her pretty fingers atray
Along their task confusing,

The dews fall, and the sunset light
Goes creeping o'er the dows,

And still, with serions eyes east down,

She gravely sews her wedding-gown
Among the growing shadows.

I needs must gaze, though on her cheelk
The bashful roses quiver—

She 18 8o modest, simple, sweet,

That I, poor pilgrim, at her feet
Would fain adore forever,
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and the tall, swift ostrich from Afvica: of
the wrestlings and other athletic perform-
ances; of bear, dog, and coclk fights; after
which the vicfors, men or beasts, are
crowned with laurel and cheered by the ac-
clamations of the multitude; of the great
public shows in the circus, where some-
fimes trained lions, tigers, and leopards draw
chariots; and of many games of strength
and skill conducted by champions, whose
friends or factions are distinguished by the
colors green, red, white, and blue, Perhaps
I may send you another letter, telling you
all about these things. If not, I will de-
scribe them when we meet in the spring,
Until then, Vale!
CADALLAN.

A heavenly peace dwells in her heart ;
Her love is yet half duty.
Serene and serions, still and quaint,
She's partly woman, partly saint,
This Presbyterian heanty.

She is so shy that all my prayers
Searce win a few small kisses—

She lifts her lovely eves to mine

And eoftly grants, with blush divine,
Such slender grace as this is,

I wateh her with a tender eare
And joy not free from sadness—

For what am T that I should tuke

This gentle soul and think to make
Its future days all gladness?

Can I fulfill those maiden dreams
In some imperfect fashion 9

I am no hero, but T know

1 love you, Dear—the rest I throw
Upon your sweet compassion,





